
 

 
not allow material blessing blind our eyes to our neighbour’s need of God’s 
salvation. Indeed we may pity the rich who have not the light the gospel in 
their souls. We will see that their privileges blind them from seeing their 
spiritual need.   “And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth” (Luke_12:15).                                                                   

This warning was followed by the parable of the rich fool who lived only to 
build bigger barns for his increasing harvest, but he had made no preparation 
for his soul. The Lord’s conclusion was: “So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not right toward God”  (v21). 
 

This is a spiritual commandment. It is a test of our love for this world. To be 
consumed with covetousness is a mark of the flesh, greed, materialism and the 
love of this world. In the N.T., covetousness is associated with fraud, and once 
with greed (Heb 13:5). The bible carries many warnings against covetousness. 
  

Covetousness is destructive to spiritual life. It will hinder  spir itual growth: 
1. Because it creates discontent in the soul.  The spir it of murmuring is so 
grievous to God that the soul will wither and become bitter. It is also 
contagious and so spread discontent in others (Numbers 14:2,27-29).  As a 
consequence of murmuring Israel spent  forty years in the wilderness till 
everyone over 20 years of age died, Joshua and Caleb excepted (Numbers 
14:6). The apostle Paul drew from this history to warn Corinthians of the 
spiritual ruin of covetousness 1Cor. 10:10. Those who profess faith in the Lord 
can lose out with the Lord by grieving Him and He leaving them to a 
wilderness experience. 
2. Because it causes men and women to trust in uncertain riches.  See 1 
Tim. 6:17.  The point is that earthly riches cannot be depended on for they 
bring no true security.  The Lord, however, is faithful  and will preserve His 
people and provide for their needs. 
3. Because it will hinder trust in the sufficiency of the Lord to provide.  See 
Heb 13:5.  Note how the command to forsake coveting and follow contentment 
in our present situation is attached to the truth of the Lord’s faithfulness.  “I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  This short statement is made up of 
five negatives. 

“This promise contains the sum and substance of all the 

promises; “I will never, no, never leave thee, no, never forsake 

thee.” In the original there are no less than five negatives put 

together, to confirm the promise: the true believer shall have the 

gracious presence of God with him, in life, at death, and for ever. 

Men can do nothing against God, and God can make all that men 

do against his people, to turn to their good.”   _Matthew Henry 

 
The Christian is to covet earnestly the best gifts. (1Cor . 12:31).  Let us be 
zealous for spiritual blessings that lead us to enjoy grace and power to live 
more and more unto God. When passionate for the eternal blessings we will 
find that our portion in this life, even if meagre, will also be blessed. As taught 
in the Lord’s prayer, pray daily for a spirit of contentment and faith in God’s 
faithfulness to you.  
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 Praying over the Tenth Commandment 
 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his 

ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.” Exodus 20:17 
 
This commandment needs to be interpreted in the context of life for ancient 

Israel while they were in the wilderness. While the commandment gives only 

a few examples of temptations to covet, the principle of contentment is 

universal.  To covet the blessings of others so that we murmur against God’s 

providence in our lives is sin. 

Coveting means to delight in, or to desire after.  The idea is that God 

sovereignly gives to man his own portion in this life. Out of his inscrutable 

will, God bestows his goodness according to his wise workings, so that all 

men and women in this world are not equally treated in either gifts and talents, 

or as to station and comforts of life. 

To desire what is not our own, to the point that we complain against God or 

take things into our own hands, we despise the blessings He has already 

bestowed upon us.  The law of God is given to set boundaries on how to 

manage our affairs in this life.  

The larger Catechism sets out some of the practical implications of 

this commandment. 

Q. 147. What are the duties required in the tenth commandment? 
A. The duties required in the tenth commandment are, such a full contentment 
with our own condition, and such a charitable frame of the whole soul toward 
our neighbor, as that all our inward motions and affections touching him, tend 
unto, and further all that good which is his. 

Q. 148. What are the sins forbidden in the tenth commandment? 

A. The sins forbidden in the tenth commandment are, discontentment with our 

own estate; envying and grieving at the good of our neighbor, together with all 

inordinate motions and affections to anything that is his.   

This is a master commandment. To break the tenth will lead to a breach of 
the other nine. Discontent is to deny God as all sufficient, all wise and all 
good.  To murmur over our lot in life is to blaspheme His name and 
misrepresent His true character. Covetousness leads to jealousy that will  lead 
to lies, cheating and even murder.  Covetousness causes us to murder in our 
hearts, when we despise God’s goodness to our neighbour.  

This is a gospel commandment.  When we care for someone’s soul we will 


