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Sermon for Transfiguration
II Peter 1:16-21    Psalm 84:8-13   Matthew 17:1-9

 Today, on the feast of the Transfiguration, we are talking about the glory of Jesus Christ. How is his glory revealed?
 Did Jesus walk around with a halo around his head? The gospels would have told us if he had. His true glory, the divine glory of the Son of God, was nearly always hidden from human eyes.

 At Jesus’ baptism in the river Jordan, light shone from heaven, and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove. But the divine glory didn’t shine out of him. Christ is fully human, and fully divine, yet people walking by didn’t see him glowing. It is plain that Jesus looked like other people, 

 except once: when he was transformed on a mountaintop.

 Have you ever seen a thundercloud lit up from within by lightning? Up to that moment, that storm rolling in from the west is just a big rain cloud. Then, there’s a bolt of lightning, and the whole thing is brilliantly lit up from inside. Now we see the whole thing, in all its power, in a sudden flash. 
 Did you know that there’s up to a billion volts of electricity in a single lightning bolt? Wow. That’s power. Did you know a lightning bolt is five times hotter than the surface of the sun? Wow. That’s hot.
 That’s what happened to Jesus on the mountain top: they saw his power and glory shine out, like a flash, dazzling them. His power and majesty were revealed.

 While they were on the mountaintop, Jesus “was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, ands his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.”
 I’d love to know what Jesus talked about with them!

 In Exodus 34, we read how Moses was visibly changed from being on the mountaintop with God, as God gave him the Ten Commandments on the two tablets of stone. His face shone so brightly, that he covered it when he came down the mountain, lest he blind people with God’s reflected glory.

 There is one offbeat version of the story that says that Moses got a big headache up there on the mountain, so God gave him two tablets, and said call me in the morning.

 Elijah was on the mountain with Jesus, too. Moses represents the law of God, Elijah the prophets. The law and the prophets, the Old Testament, are brought to light and life when the Messiah comes. Christ sheds light on the whole Bible. He is the supreme authority and the final word on what the Bible means. It is all about Christ, from Genesis to Revelation. Christ is the Revealer.
 On the mountain top, the veil is pulled back, briefly, for the disciples to see. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you want, I’ll build three shelters here: one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
 Peter is an object lesson in how the church wants to go ahead and do things before it listens to Jesus. We can say, “Look at all this great stuff we’re doing for you, Jesus!” But what if the answer comes back, “I didn’t ask you do that, did I?”

 Peter, as usual, is talking when he should be listening. Furthermore, what is the point of building buildings up there on the mountain? We can’t catch and hold God’s holiness and power inside buildings anyways.
 Paul said as much to the philosophers in Athens. Standing in the shadow of one their great Greek temples, Paul said, “The God who made the world, and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man.” (Acts 17:24.)
 We all know that the church is not a place, but the people. We are not here to build monuments, but a movement.
 But Peter has to listen first, before anything else happens. “While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

 “When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground, for they were afraid. But Jesus came and said to them, “Get up and do not be afraid.”
 How many times Jesus says that to us! How often we need to hear him say, “Don’t be afraid!”
 Then the moment was over. The three men looked up, and saw just Jesus, as he was before. And they went down the mountain. They couldn’t stay there. Once we’ve had a “sneak preview” of heaven, life on earth can never be the same. We will start to see God’s glory in everyday things.

 If we ever do have a glimpse of God’s glory, we are changed. We go back down the mountain. We go from the church to the street, from the altar to the avenue. Back to “real” life, as we might say after leaving a church service. As if time spent with God isn’t really real!
 The power of Jesus was revealed at the Transfiguration. It was like a lightning bolt of a billion volts. We couldn’t stand to be around that much divine power any more than we can stand to be fried by lightning in an electrical storm.
 Here’s what God does: much as a high voltage line goes through a transformer to allow us to use the power safely in our homes, Jesus’ full power is “stepped down,” so his power can work in our lives. When we push down the bread in the toaster, we don’t need full power. We’d blow the place up!

 In the same way, God’s great power is made available to us through his Holy Spirit for our everyday lives. In prayer, in healing, in works of mercy and justice, we see the power of Christ.

 Every so often, we may get a glimpse of glory, or a jolt of divine power. Thank God for those moments! Thank God we can have a mountaintop experience of God, even if only briefly, and maybe even only once in a lifetime.
 May the Lord grant us all a mountaintop experience of Himself. When we go down the mountain again, we may reflect some of his glory, down in the valley and the streets below.
