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There is a story from Jesus’ ministry that appears in all three of the earliest gospels - 

Matthew, Mark and Luke.  It’s the story about a ruler of the temple who comes to Jesus 

and asks “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life.”  After Jesus questions 

him on his use of the word good, believing only God is good, Jesus reminds the man of 

the commandments – you shall not murder, commit adultery, steal, bear false witness, 

honour father and mother.   

That should have ended the conversation.  There was a question, Jesus has answered.  

But the man is unsatisfied “I’ve kept these commandments my whole life.”  And there 

seems to be a pause.  It’s almost as if Jesus is saying the same thing – you asked a 

question I answered it.  If you’ve followed, why are you pressing?  Why is there further 

discussion?  Okay, says Jesus, I’ll play along.  After the pause, it’s again almost like 

Jesus sums the guy up on in a look.  He might even recognize his temple garb and 

comes up with a specific action for this man in particular.   

“There IS still one more thing lacking...sell all that you own and distribute the money to 

the poor.  You will have treasure in heaven – then, come and follow me.”   

Jesus had been teaching all about the spiritual life, and about justice, and about a new 

world emerging.  But the ruler wanted the lessons to land on him specifically.  His 

question was something like “but how does this affect me?  What does this mean for me 

specifically? What should MY response be to all of this?  And it seemsJesus speaks 

directly to this man’s situation. 

As we come to the end of this five week reading of the opening chapters of Paul’s first 

letter to the Corinthians, I was reminded of this story from the Gospels.  This is exactly 

the kind of question that’s on my mind this morning.  It’s the so what question.  This 

has all been very interesting Blair; we’ve unpacked Paul’s theological platform as it may 

or may not affect our life here at Lynn Valley United Church.  Cool.  Now, what’s on for 

next week.  Before we move on to next week, I want us to think on the same question 

“what must I do to inherit eternal life?  What must I do to really integrate Paul’s 

teaching over these past few weeks?   

At the end of these five weeks is there still one more thing lacking?  Is there something 

specific you might ask Paul, or Jesus, or Peter or Apollos about what you need to do?  

This is a real question this morning, and for some of my time right now, I’m going to 

ask you to process that question for yourself...so be prepared to do a little digging this 

morning.   



It’s hard to believe that five weeks have gone by since we first encountered Paul’s 

proclamation that the church, of which we are part, is not some little corner church in 

some little north shore community, humble, poor, unimportant.  In what I described as 

his love letter to the church, he is telling his friends in Corinth and his friends in 

churches throughout the ages that we are connected to a much larger, wider universal 

church community and that we are gifted way more than we think ourselves to be and 

that its time to start believing it. 

Remember?  So what does that mean to you...individually? When you think of this 

church of ours being gifted already, does it change your perspective of the community.  

Don’t think you’re not included in this universal re-think.  You are called to think 

differently about how gifted we truly are.  How do you do that? 

And then on the heels of this affirmation, Paul invites the community to stop their 

divisions.  He calls the church to a unity they didn’t understand before.  Rather than 

line up behind the egos of your leaders, he says, open your hearts to the unity of your 

community life.  And he calls people unite behind the one thing to which they can turn 

their attention; the mission, the call, the purpose of their community.  What is our 

collective understanding of our purpose? 

This might be where some of us might get a little fussed.  To be of one mind and body 

collectively, might me we have to lay down some of favourite gripes about what we see 

happening?  Maybe we have to open our hearts to what others believe God has called 

us to, collectively.  Here’s the question for you:  “What must I do, to embrace the 

collective?” 

And then just a few short verses later, Paul reminds the Christian community that 

everything we do is counter culture.  The world’s wisdom of business, economics, of 

social positioning, is not the wisdom of God.  God’s grace, God’s vision, God’s hope is 

the paradox of the anointed one, crucified.   

And the question comes home to roost.  How am I perpetuating the structures, the 

systems, the processes of the culture, here in this congregation in complete opposition 

to those of a Christ, crucified?  What is our business now? 

The following week I read to you from Richard Bach’s Illusions: the adventures of a 

reluctant Messiah, about imagination.  What if the job of saving the world, or ushering 

in God’s justice, of healing and wholeness, was in our hands?  What if there really is a 

new way of operating that doesn’t looking anything like how we’ve been operating?   



Each of us is called to ask, how am I standing in the way?  Me?  I’m the one called to 

bring healing to the world?  I’m the one called to pray?  I’m the one called to make that 

phone call?   

What if I’m wrong?  That was last week.  We thought what if the person with whom I 

completely disagree is as right as I am?  Paul nailed this on the head last week when he 

wrote “I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even 

now you are still not ready. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, 

are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations?”   

We heard these words of Paul’s, recognizing our own desire to hold onto old scores, 

rather than see the same piece from our opponents perspective, and we remembered 

how much that cost us.  Oh man.  What does that mean for me in my life right now?  

What must I do to inherit eternal life? 

What must we all do indeed?  How does this teaching, this life changing teaching come 

to rest on each of us individually?  What does each of us do with all this?  How then 

shall we live?  What five notes will we put together to create the music that can live in 

our hearts? 

At the end of these five weeks, Paul puts God’s wisdom, the world’s foolishness right in 

our laps - Christ crucified.  This is the foundation.  Doesn’t matter the pretty words and 

pictures we put on top of that, Christ crucified is the foundation.  This must live within 

you...not by what I say.  Not by what the church up the street says.  Not by somebody 

telling you what you should think.  This foundation must live in you.  You build on 

that.  And should that building fall, well that’s just a refining fire, build again.   

So there’s the teaching.  Five weeks of Paul addressing the church, this church.  And 

here we are asking the same question the leader asked Jesus.  What must you do to be 

the change Paul calls the church to be?  What must you do to inherit eternal life?  It’s the 

same question.   

I’m going to ask you to take a risk this morning...and maybe its part of the answer to the 

question.  I’m going to ask you to turn to one other person, and risk an answer based on 

your own reflections and on your life.  As you re-visit these teachings of Paul over the 

past five weeks, what must you do to be the change?  I’m going to ask you to risk that 

vulnerability with the person you’re sitting with right now. 

What a beautiful witness and can you see?  It’s in your hands.  All things are yours, 

whether you see it as Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the 

present or the future—all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to 

God.   Amen. 


