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The Reception and Recognition of the priesthood of Father Ayoob Shawkat Adwar 
At the Anglican Parish of the Church of the Epiphany 

Sunday, March 26th 2017 at 6pm 
 

On September 5th 2014, Ayoob Shawkat Adwar appeared before a Refugee Hearing in 
Vancouver accompanied by his parents, his advocate and four of us from the Church of 
the Epiphany. It was a very moving and emotional occasion (with very few dry eyes) as 
a judge (by videoconference), through a Moroccan interpreter, ruled on the evidence. It 
was with great joy that Ayoob was granted Refugee Status and we celebrated 
appropriately at White Spot on West Georgia across the road from the hearing. I had 
first met Father Ayoob about a month before on the recommendation of Ellen Clark-
King after Ayoob had visited Christ Church Cathedral.  
 
From the earliest days of our meeting I understood that Ayoob felt a call to be a priest in 
the Anglican tradition and during these two and a half years he has tested that vocation 
which culminates in this service of Reception and Recognition this evening.  
 
During that time Father Ayoob has amongst other things lead worship according to the 
Chaldean rite, as well as preparing children for baptism and first communion. At the 
same time Epiphany and the Chaldean community have enjoyed an on-going 
relationship in terms of learning about our respective cultural and faith traditions. 
Every Sunday and Wednesday Chaldeans join us for the Anglican liturgy. Anglican and 
Chaldean leaders have met each month to discuss the use of the building and we are so 
grateful for the new sound system as well as many other running repairs to our soon to 
be (we hope and pray) replaced building. 
 
As I explained early on to his community, Father Ayoob was a very young lad when the 
preacher was ordained priest. Therefore as the elder, it is my role and responsibility to 
exhort Ayoob and others with whom he will work to ‘tend the flock’ where the Bishop 
gives him responsibility. Father Ayoob has had to learn his priesthood on the fly but I 
know he has a pastoral and energetic heart. For the last year or so Ayoob has been 
tutored by Father Stephen Laskey at St Helen’s, Surrey in an internship in preparation 
for this moment. Steve was far quicker to realise that Ayoob prefers texting to e-mail, 
which leaves old lags like me a little left behind. In fact when Ayoob was attending his 
Refugee Hearing, I asked him for the details and he politely had to point out that they 
were already attached to the e-mail! 
 
The gifts that St Paul sees as necessary for ‘tending the flock’ are to be found in 
abundance in Ayoob. For Father Ayoob has always been a wonderful example to his 
flock, able to undertake what is required of him and doing so with great humility.  As a 
priest, about to be an Anglican priest, Ayoob has the wisdom and steadfast faith that 
belies his years. He faced persecution in his home country of Iraq and sought refugee 
status in Canada in fear of his life. Most of us here this evening, who are not Chaldean, 
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cannot relate to that level of suffering. Ayoob now begins a new chapter in his life, as an 
Anglican priest, and it is our prayer that Christ will restore, support, strengthen and 
establish Ayoob in his ministry in the Anglican Communion. 
 
When Father Ayoob came to Canada a growing Chaldean community was beginning to 
worship at Epiphany, with us on Sunday, and later for Rosary. The building of that link 
between our two communities has taken hard work, patience and flexibility. We are 
indebted to many leaders at Epiphany who are participating in the liturgy tonight, 
leaders in the Chaldean community, as well as the Reverend Connie Wilks, who were 
all at the forefront of this developing relationship.  
 
This partnership has been life-changing for many of us. Epiphany got to take seriously 
what its passion for hospitality really meant and the Chaldean community learned to 
adapt (by comparison) to very short services Anglican services. Epiphany has learned 
how to picnic seriously, how to enjoy plenty to eat and events that don’t end at 9.30pm 
when most Anglicans are ready to go home to bed. We have all learned that most 
Anglicans come to Epiphany by car whereas many Chaldeans walk to Epiphany for 
worship, often several times a week.  
 
Before commending Ayoob, I want to say a word to the Chaldean community. We hope 
and pray you will continue to know you are always welcome at Epiphany for Anglican 
worship, for rosary, as well as services led by the new local Chaldean priest Father 
Sabah. This partnership is changing but our relationship remains strong. Abdi and 
others you will have a key and on-going role to play.  
 
When Ayoob came to Epiphany, the Chaldeans who already were attending were like 
sheep without a shepherd. For two and half years Father Ayoob was their shepherd. 
But now he is moving on in his faith journey as a new priest has arrived for the 
Chaldean community. Father Ayoob will have a new community to be part of and share 
care for, and we ask God’s blessing on him in that new ministry. 
 
Ayoob, I have always seen us as colleagues, and I look forward to welcoming you to the 
tradition that has been my life all of my years. Incidentally the first Clergy Day is on 
Thursday! It will be wonderful to connect with you at Synod, Clergy Conference and 
the Retreat as your work commitments allow. 
 
Without doubt we as a Church (in this diocese) will be richer for welcoming a priest 
who speaks quite a few languages including the language Jesus himself spoke, Aramaic. 
I also understand that history is also to be made tonight as Father Ayoob is the first 
Chaldean priest to become an Anglican in its four hundred year history. Ayoob, we 
look forward to the insights you bring to our tradition from yours which itself dates 
back to the 1st century of the CE. And it is our particular joy in this parish that your 
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welcome to the Anglican Communion as a priest should be in this Church where you 
have already exercised your priestly ministry. 
 
We are so pleased that as you begin a new ministry as a priest in the Anglican tradition 
you will be supported by your parents and large families of brothers and sisters. They, 
as well as your friends and colleagues, will provide you with the vital support that all 
clergy need, especially as they make changes as significant as this one. Ayoob you are a 
courageous person, willing to step outside the usual ways of doing things and we pray 
that your ministry will be fruitful and a blessing to many. Remember you can always 
text me and in the end I’ll reply.  
 
On February 26th 2017, in this Church Father Ayoob presided over the Chaldean liturgy 
for the last time amidst a tearful congregation. As the Chaldean community bade 
farewell to you, we Anglicans too must say au revoir as you leave us for a new flock. 
However a bond has been formed and in a way we will always see you ‘as one of our 
own’.  
 
Ayoob, we send you forth with our love, our prayers and God’s blessing as you take 
this courageous step to further work for the kingdom as an Anglican. We pray your 
priesthood will bring you great joy and fulfillment and we know that you will be a 
wonderful builder of community as well as wonderful spiritual leader. 
 
Father Ayoob, may God be with you this night and always … 
 
Amen  


