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 MAIN POINT        
There is nothing you can to do make Jesus give up on you. When life seems to come to 
an end, He holds out new beginnings. 

 THINKING THINGS THROUGH                    
Connect the sermon to the study. 
 

1. How do you respond to obstacles or unexpected difficulties in life? What are the 
things that tempt you to give up when pursuing a goal? Are there goals you have 
had to give up in recent months? 

2. Are there things that you believe would make God give up on you? How do you 
deal with areas of your life that you feel are too much for God to forgive or redeem? 

Leader: Throughout Romans 1–8, Paul described God’s redeeming grace and the result of 
Jesus’ sacrificial work on the cross. In Romans 8:28-30, Paul described a sequence of 
salvation that ends in the Christian’s glorification, something that has already occurred. 
Thus, God’s character is now being revealed in us. In light of this truth, we enjoy a right 
standing before God that cannot be revoked. On the heels of this truth, Paul encouraged 
the believers in Rome to endure in their faith. 

DIGGING DEEPER                    
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:31-34.       

3. Verse 31 begins with the question, “What, then, shall we say in response to 
these things?” Look back at verses 28-30. What are “these things” that Paul 
referred to? In what areas of life do you find these statements hard to believe? 
 
 
4. What does it mean to you to read that God is for you? If you are “for” someone 
or something, what does that entail? What example did Paul give as the reason we 
can have confidence that God is for us? Why is this significant? 
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5. What are some of the things you need you have on a regular basis (v. 32)? How 
has the enemy attempted to defeat you when it comes to believing God will 
provide those things? How can the certainty of God’s love help you fight off the 
enemy’s attack? 
 
 
Leader: If God did the greater (gave His Son), will He not do the lesser and give us all 
that is necessary for life and godliness? Of course He will. No matter where we are in 
current struggles or difficulties, we must remember that the supply line from glory is 
never cut off and the storehouse from heaven is never depleted. God will not withhold 
anything from us that we need to persevere in our relationship with Him and ministry for 
Him. Yet, there is no guarantee in life that we will not face hardship, disappointment, or 
loss (Psalm 34:19-20). 
 
6. Read Romans 8:1. What do verses 8:31-34 reveal as the reason why “there is 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”? What does it mean to 
not be condemned and why is this good news for us? How should this truth 
change how we live each day? 
 
 
Leader: In Romans, Paul sought to answer a basic question: How can people be 
righteous before God? Here he answered that in Christ we have no condemnation. We 
do not need to fear rejection from God. The focus here is not solely on the end of life. No 
condemnation means we have no reason to live with guilt in the present. To be in Christ 
means to be alive through Him. As Christians our lives are determined in Christ. 
 
7. Verse 34 describes the work of Christ on behalf of believers. How does this 
work uniquely qualify Christ to intercede before God on our behalf no matter 
what?  
 
 
Leader: Paul had been laughed at, stoned, beaten, and imprisoned because of his faith. 
Ultimately, these calamities did not shatter his confidence in God but reaffirmed and 
deepened it. In fact, God alone is qualified to bring an accusation; but God is the One 
who justifies, or puts Christians in a right standing before Him. Obviously, no accuser 
has the power to overrule God. The only possible accuser has declared us innocent. 
Likewise, only one could condemn us, Christ Jesus. Instead of condemning us, however, 
He actually has done the unthinkable. He died and has been raised for us. His sacrifice 
means believers are free from condemnation. 
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> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:35-39.       

8. In these verses, Paul gave a list of things that cannot separate Christians from 
the love of Christ. What are you tempted to believe might separate you from the 
love of Christ? 
 
 
9. The list of potential threats that Paul gave encompasses every possible 
scenario in life. How might regularly returning to this list remind and encourage 
you that nothing can separate those who are in Christ from Him? How can you fill 
in the blank with anything you fear might separate you from Christ?  
 
 
10. Paul wrote these things to encourage those who were facing persecution. How 
should this encourage you to endure in pursuing Christ, even if you are currently 
facing hardship but not persecution?  
 
 
Leader: Paul affirmed that nothing has the power to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. The list of potential separators includes physical danger, 
spiritual beings, present and future occurrences, and powers above us and below us. To 
clearly indicate that absolutely no thing or person can come between the Lord and His 
people, Paul concluded his list with “anything else in all creation.” Absolutely nothing can 
come between our Lord and us. Nothing can remove us from His love. 
 
11. Read John 18:15-18, 25-27 and 21:15-19. What might Peter have believed 
would be the end of his story in following Jesus faithfully? How do these events in 
the life of Peter illustrate the truth Paul wrote in Romans 8:31-39?  
 
 
Leader: Three times Peter had denied Jesus, and at this meeting on the shoreline, 
Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him three times, each canceling out a denial. Their 
dialogue makes it clear that in God’s eyes, love far outweighs failure. That kind of love 
would propel Peter to spend the rest of his life spreading the good news of the gospel. 
We are also propelled to go and tell others about the love of Christ, not for fear of losing 
this love but because of the assurance that we can never lose it. 
 
 DOING LIFE TOGETHER                    
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 
 
12. How is God speaking to you today about the areas of life that you may have 
previously believed could separate you from His love? How are you encouraged 
from the example from Peter’s life? 
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13. When was a time you felt the despair and loneliness of being separated from 
God like Paul described in Romans 8:31-39? How was your relationship with Him 
impacted? When a crisis hits your life, how does it challenge your view of God’s 
love? 
 
 

 PRAYER                    
Close in prayer, meditating on the boundless love of God for His people. Confess to God 
the things that cause you fear of separation from Him and thank Him for the powerful 
truth of His unwavering love.  

 MEMORIZE                     
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. – 
Romans 8:38-39 

 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE PASSAGE  on the passage                     
 

ROMANS 8:31-39          
 
8:31. Paul wrote from first-hand experience about the overwhelming impact of God’s love on him. 
The first phrase invites a verdict, what then are we to say? The response to this question is based 
in reality on the previous seven and a half chapters. This section is the height of Paul’s argument. 
That God is for us is the most important statement Paul could make. We do not need to be afraid 
of God or uncertain about the present or the future. God has demonstrated He is for us. By 
comparison, any opposition is inconsequential. 
 
8:32-34. The offer of His own Son is the ultimate demonstration of God’s favor. Paul had 
experienced many charges against him. His confidence in God was so great, however, that he 
dared anyone to bring an accusation against God’s people. God has taken care of the greater 
things, our eternal destiny and our standing before Him. We should not allow lesser things to 
shake our faith in God. They simply are not qualified to do so. 
 
8:35-37. These last five verses begin and end with the idea of not being separated from God. 
Death is the great separator, but for believers that separation is only physical and temporary. 
Each of the perils in verse 35 arise from official suppression of Christianity. Verse 36 is a quote 
from Psalm 44:22. It shows God’s people have always faced great danger. Rather than being 
extinguished, God’s people have survived, flourished, and witnessed a new chapter in God’s 
work amidst humanity. The verse probably refers to all of the items listed in the previous verse 
but is especially tied to the mention of “sword.” For your sake is a stark reminder our faith in God 
puts us in danger. Against the modern notion that faith means protection from all difficulty is the 
biblical fact that faith places us in jeopardy. Paul responded to the Psalm with powerful 
confidence. Even in the face of physical danger, we who are in Christ are more than victorious. 
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8:38. Paul put forth his experience as proof of the contention that nothing can ultimately defeat a 
Christian. The Greek word for sure means “a firm and settled conviction.” Paul had no doubt 
about his confidence. Death nor life is the first pair of challenges that could imperil a Christian’s 
standing before God. Death appears the ultimate separator, the final end. But as Paul argued 
repeatedly, a Christian is raised with Christ and experiences life with Him. Life refers here to the 
travails of life. Nothing we have to endure will sever our relationship with God. The second pair, 
angels nor rulers, could be classes of angelic beings. In light of the contrast between life and 
death, however, Paul may have meant “rulers above as well as rulers below.” The contrast 
continued between things present and things to come. Nothing in the present day can sever our 
relationship with God, nor can any future circumstance. 
 
8:39. Paul continued the contrasting pairs with height and depth (v. 39). Some ancient writers 
used these terms to indicate things above the heavens and beneath the earth. Paul probably 
meant that nothing from any realm can alter a Christian’s security. Nor anything else in all 
creation is a collective phrase to include anything Paul may have overlooked. In his experience 
and in his imagination, nothing will separate us from the love of God. With this stunning certainty 
Paul concluded this first section of Romans. 

 


