N~ UM T W

w

LWL U e e N OF e U

’fﬂz SUN = MAj 3,201¢
COMMENT '

Chnstlan couple
allowed to adopt,
as they should be

CHRISTIE BLATCHFORD

parents because of

. their religiously: grounded
. beliefs about homosexualtty
and gender now have been»
,approved oo :

Throughout the complex
process — which involved an
orientation course; a home
study, three personal inter-

views and extensive refer- -

ence checks — the couple
had made it clear that while
they were Evangelical Chris-
tians, they would support

| and love any child regard-‘

less.

The husband was adopted
himself as a newborn, and
the wife said her heart ached
for “the older children in fos:
ter care that I have met, who

I know are unlikely to'ever

get adopted because of their
age. :

these a home and show them
that they are valued” .=
They are unable to ¢on-

ceive because of medical

complications.
The mysterious change of
mind from Alberta Child and

.Famlly Services came quxet-
ly in December last year, a

month after the Justice - Cen-
tre for Constltutlonal Tree-

ey —

: reJected as adoptlve :

~“I'want to offer kids like

couple’s case and lawyer

Cametap fileg
tion in the’Alberta Court. f

Queen’s

He alleged religious dis-

» crimination, saylng the de-

nial breached the couple’s

v Charter rights to religious

freedom, and accused the'
government of attempt-

‘ing to coerce the couple “to

abandon” their deeply held

beliefs as a prerequmte to

adoption: . ¢

“This is the essence of reli--

gious discriminatio. 2 Cam-

eron said. -

‘-) The Justlce Centre an-

nounced the victory Wed‘ > s-;

: ay in a pressrelease, -

~Ithasn’t dlscontmued the
case, president John Carpay
said in an email’ but rather
adjourned it indefinitely.
TA spokeswoman for the
mlmstry, Karin Campbell;
confirmed in an email the
ministry had “rescinded”
the earlier decision and said,
“Families are not denied
adoptlons based on rehglous

“beliefs ..”

Yet clearly, thls one had
been. ST

The couples flle was as-
signed to the Catholic So-

“cial Services (CSS) for the

home study and background
checks. .

The “CSS practltloner”
asked a series of questions
about sexuality, including

‘how the couple would han- -

dle a child who was ques--
tioning their sexuality.

The :couple said they’d

explain their beliefs and
reassure the child. of their
love. The practitioner asked
how they’d handle a child
engaged in “sexual explora-
tion” and if they’d encourage
it. The wife said while they’d
be willing to discuss it, they
wouldn’t encourage sexual -
exploration; as they believe

+ sexuality shouldn’t - be ex-

doms in'Calgary«took on the
lica-

ench for judicjal -

- review of the decision.

perlenced or explored until
after marriage.

-In February of last year,
the practitioner told the
couple, ‘who are identified

,only as C.D. and N.D. in court
" documents, she was “pleased
torecommend” them. .
- But when the home study
k report was completed, it said
the couple wasn’t “accepting
~of homosexuahty” and that

this was “a concern that can-
not be mitigated.”
.In March, the couple was

- told Child and Family Ser-.
“vices had further questions

regarding their “views about
sexuality”: How exactly

" ‘would they support a child
‘questlonlng their sexuality?
| What if the child had a gay
- biological relative?
- The wife responded and .

frankly answered that “Bib-

‘o lical pnnc1ples are the foun-

~dation of our home ... As
such :we believe that homo-
sexuaﬁ:’c—'-"'*w—"l'zlsvm)rwn 1
not treat sexuality as some-
thing to be ‘discovered or ex-

plored...” And, she said, they

believe that “gender and
sexuality are determined at
birth” .

But she aIso sald that

“she and her husband rec-
ognize that “young adults -
.will choose what they wish

to choose. Qur hope is that

by providing a stable, loving
-home and openly discussing

our values (and reasons for
them) with our-child/ren,
they would want to follow
our example.

“Ultimately,” she wrote
“a parent’s love is not, and
should not be, given based
on the decisions and actions

~of a-child; It’s unconditional
and f111ed with grace and

mercy ... i
That led to even more
questions, among them:
Does that mean there are
two.genders (male/female)

and one sexual orientation’

(heterosexual)? Do you be-

lieve that people choose to
be homosexual or that they
choose to act'on their homo-

- sexuality?

Again, the wife replled
for the couple, and said in
essence, “our view is that

: actlng on feellngs of same-

. sex attraction is a choice,

and thus, homosexuahty isa
choice” ! ,

. 'Later that month, the
practitioner called them,
telling them “you are a great
couple” and “you’d be great
parents,” but that her super-
visors were concerned they
might “return” a child if he
or she struggled with thelr
‘sexuality. :

With tears -streamlng
down her face, the wife said
in an affidavit prepared for
court, §he told the woman
“we would never-do such a
thing ... We would never re-
jectachildin our care..”

Later that night, t

couple got a rejection letter
- with the explanation that

they “would be unable t
help a child who has sexual

identity issues”
Hffgfﬁfj crushed and
angry that their views had
been misinterpreted.

“We accept that same-sex
relationships exist,” the wife
‘said’in the affidavit, “and
that same-sex marrlage isa
legal reality.

“Further; we accept that
other people have different
views than ours on this sub-
ject, pandee respect their
freedom to both hold that
view and act in accordance
with that view. Further still,
and most importantly, we
have and will continue to
treat all same-sex attracted
1nd1v1duals with respect”

But she'said, “It seemed
as though al'lour answers to
her questions were not the
answers she was looking for
or were grossly misinter-
preted..”

In a flnal meeting last
May, the couple met two
staff from Alberta Child and
Family Services; an adop-
tions. caseworker and a
SUpervisor.

~The supervisor told them

the1r religious beliefs about
sexuahl:g were incompatible

with the adoption process. :
What’s more, she told
them, this was “the officia

posm'on of the Alberta gov-

,_,Jnt” e P
~ Natwnal Post .
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