
TIME	FOR	GOD		
Week	3,	April	2020:	Introduction	

	
Thank	you	for	making	Time	For	God	a	daily	priority	in	your	life.	As	you	meet	with	
God,	listen	for	His	voice.	He	speaks	into	the	particularities	of	your	situation.		
	
God	is	not	a	faceless	textbook.	His	love	is	deeply	personal,	fully	resonant	with	your	
desires	and	needs.	He	understands	you.	This	was	the	experience	of	the	authors	of	
the	Songs	of	Ascent;	let	it	also	be	yours	as	you	join	their	Pilgrim	journey	of	faith.	
	
Part	of	the	mystery	of	God	exists	within	a	theological	tension.	God	is	transcendent;	
He	is	altogether	other	than	you	are.	Yet,	God	is	immanent;	He	is	near	and	knowable	
to	the	extent	that	you	can—and	need—to	know	Him.		
	
In	the	coming	of	Jesus,	God	fully	identifies	with	your	human	condition.	For	we	do	not	
have	a	High	Priest	who	cannot	sympathize	with	our	weaknesses,	but	was	in	all	points	
tempted	as	we	are,	yet	without	sin	(Hebrews	4:15).	His	mercy	is	open	to	you.	
	
Jesus	enables	you,	a	finite	human	being,	to	know	all	you	can	about	our	infinite	God.	
His	fullness	is	beyond	measure.	Your	discovery	path	begins	and	remains	a	personal	
relationship	with	the	Triune	God.	You	start	by	trusting	Jesus	as	Lord;	you	continue	
by	trusting	Jesus	as	Lord;	you	finish	as	you	started.	
	
Jesus	reveals	to	you	our	Father	God.	He	communicates	in	words	you	understand.	As	
the	Babe	of	Bethlehem—the	Man	of	Calvary—He	speaks	in	the	simple	language	of	
your	humanness.	Jesus	reveals	an	unknowable	God;	He	is	fluent	in	a	dialect	of	love-
spoken-in-truth.	His	primary	speech	is	His	Word;	you	discover	it	in	the	Holy	Bible.		
	
By	making	use	of	Time	For	God,	you	daily	seek	the	God	who	speaks.	Expect	Him	to	
speak	personally.	Through	prayer,	you	join	a	heavenly	conversation.	You	unite	with	
the	eternal	dialogue	of	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.	Catch	the	whisper	of	His	love.	
	
Pour	out	your	heart	to	God.	Trust	that	He	hears	and	answers	your	prayers.	God	
wants	more	than	simply	to	provide	the	objects	you	request.	He	invites	you	to	
participate	in	a	relationship	with	Him.	Our	Loving	God	desires	that	you	would	come	
to	know	Him	more.	A	good	beginning	is	to	daily	meet	with	Him.		
	
He	alone	is	worthy	of	your	worship.	Prayers	might	start	with	requests;	spending	
time	with	God	develops	a	richer	relationship	with	the	Lover	of	Your	Soul.			
	
I	pray	that	Time	For	God	might	help	deepen	a	trusting	friendship	with	the	Living	
God.	May	you	discern	that	His	love	is	far	beyond	the	measure	of	your	daily	concerns.	
Invite	the	Spirit	of	God	move	to	you	forward	in	your	Pilgrimage	of	faith.	Walk	with	
love	in	the	light	of	His	truth.		
	
	



APRIL	15	
Focus:	Psalm	125:4	
Do	good,	O	LORD,	to	those	who	are	good,	and	to	those	who	are	upright	in	their	hearts.		
	
Reflect:	
I	first	met	Frank	[name	changed]	at	our	local	rehab	hospital.	He	serves	in	the	Spinal	
Cord	Injury	Program	as	a	peer	counselor.	Frank	took	great	delight	in	showing	me	
how	he	operates	his	“sip-puff”	wheelchair.	By	sipping	or	puffing	into	a	straw-like	
tube	he	guides	the	speed	and	direction	of	his	travel.	Frank	is	good;	he	needs	to	be.	
As	a	quadriplegic,	he	lost	the	use	of	all	four	limbs	at	one	once.	
			
“Paul,	I	need	to	cough,”	he	said.	“Get	ready	to	push	hard	with	the	heel	of	your	hand	
deep	into	my	chest.	Don’t	hold	back.	I	can’t	feel	any	pain.	Do	it	when	I	nod.”	He	
nodded;	I	pushed	hard.	So	hard,	I	feared	breaking	three	of	his	ribs.	It	took	several	
attempts	before	he	was	able,	at	last,	to	cough	and	free	his	chest	of	congestion.	
	
Frank	told	me	his	story.	In	his	seventeenth	summer	he	attended	hockey	camp.	A	
good	athlete,	he	aimed	to	play	for	the	NHL.	Scouts	were	already	watching	him.	After	
a	hot	morning	of	hard	training	he	met	with	other	would-be	stars	at	the	edge	of	the	
lake.	Like	them	he	ran	and	dove	into	the	cool	waters.	Unlike	them	he	slipped.	He	
entered	the	water	at	the	wrong	angle.	Embedding	his	head	in	the	mud	of	the	lake,	
his	forward	momentum	abruptly	snapped	his	neck.			
	
A	local	hospital	had	recently	discovered	a	breakthrough	procedure.	They	could	now	
treat	a	high	fracture	at	the	third	cervical	vertebra.	They	saved	Frank’s	life	but	not	his	
mobility.	Frank	lost	his	career;	he	found	his	real	calling.	
			
Has	God	“done	good”	to	those	who	are	good?	Has	he	“done	good”	to	Frank?	Can	
tragedies	erase	God’s	goodness?	In	my	hearing,	Frank	has	never	complained.	I’ve	
heard	him	thanking	God	for	repurposing	his	life.	I	see	how	he	serves	God	by	putting	
heart	back	into	others.	Through	Frank	God	touches	lives	that	are	broken	by	trauma.		
	
Frank	says—and	fully	means	it—God	is	good	all	the	time!	All	the	time,	God	is	good!	
That	refrain	resounds	in	churches	across	the	globe.	Frank’s	life	embodies	his	words.	
Followers	of	Jesus	live	Christ’s	message	of	healing	in	a	broken	world.			
	
Consider:		
How	has	God	demonstrated	His	goodness	to	you?	When	has	he	shown	you	His	love	
through	trauma?	How	can	you	share	your	encouragement	with	family	or	friends?		
	
Pray:		
Lord,	sometimes	life’s	mystery	overwhelms	me.	Dark	events	contradict	your	light	
and	love.	Show	me	again	the	quality	of	your	care.	Open	a	window	in	heaven.	Shine	
your	light	and	love	into	my	heart’s	dark	recesses,	today.	Thank	you,	Lord.	Amen.		
	
	



April	16	
Focus:	Psalm	125:5	
As	for	such	as	turn	aside	to	their	crooked	ways,	the	LORD	shall	lead	them	away	with	the	
workers	of	iniquity.	Peace	be	upon	Israel!	
	
Reflect:	
The	group	was	asked	to	work	in	pairs.	Each	person	had	two	minutes	to	share	a	vivid	
childhood	memory.	The	volume	of	conversation	rose	rapidly	like	a	thermometer	
dropped	on	a	hot	stove.	Animated	stories	poured	from	enthusiastic	participants.	
They	evoked	laughter	and	tears.	Pain	and	peace,	trauma	and	triumph	filled	the	air.		
	
Few	things	are	as	vivid	as	a	childhood	nightmare.	Recurring	dreams	haunt	many	
people.	You	may	recall	one	like	mine.	In	the	darkness	of	night	you	can’t	see	far	
ahead.	A	faceless	enemy	pursues	you.	In	panic	you	run	ever	faster.	You	hear	
footsteps	behind	you.	They	get	louder.	The	gap	closes	between	you	and	the	stranger.	
His	breath	is	palpable	on	your	neck.	You	feel	sure	he’s	just	about	to	strike.	With	a	
sudden	start	you’re	awake	and	hyper-vigilant.	Your	heart	races	wildly.	
	
My	dream	disturbed	me	on	many	childhood	nights.	I	woke	in	the	dark,	sweating	
coldly.	Terrified,	I	was	rigid	with	fear.	My	adult	mind	reminds	me	that	life	is	rarely	
as	frightening	as	that	paralyzing	childhood	dream.	Awake,	I	call	the	name	of	Jesus.	
	
In	today’s	Focus	verse,	David	considers	tragic	outcomes	that	face	those	who	turn	
their	backs	on	God.	The	danger	is	real.	In	life-threatening	situations	David	discovers	
how	God	provides	a	safe	way	home.	He	shows	how	calamities	clutter	a	perilous	
path.	Yet,	all	who	seek	Him	surely	find	Him	if	they	seek	God	with	all	their	heart.		
	
The	Lord	of	every	circumstance	invites	you	to	draw	near.	He	holds	you	close.	His	
way	out	is	often	His	safe	way	through.	When	there	is	no	way,	God	can	make	a	way	for	
you.	His	timing	may	be	slower	than	your	racing	fears.	Wait	for	Him;	be	not	afraid.	
	
God	loves	imperfect	people.	God	rescues	the	perishing;	His	favour	rests	upon	the	
humble	broken-hearted.	God’s	Spirit	hovers	over	the	deep	fears	that	hold	your	
heart.	He	sets	you	free	in	the	Saviour’s	Name.	Our	help	is	in	the	name	of	the	LORD…	
	
Consider:		
What	nightmares,	real	or	imagined,	lock	your	heart	in	fear?	When	has	God	freed	
fear’s	trap	for	you?	How	did	He	change	the	outcomes	you	dreaded?	How	did	you	
receive	His	peace?	How	might	you	share	your	story	to	release	a	friend	from	fear?	
	
Pray:		
Father	of	Light,	shine	the	love	of	Jesus	into	my	heart’s	dark	recesses.	Release	the	
dove	of	your	Holy	Spirit	into	my	life.	Show	me	how	to	come	alongside	a	person	held	
by	fear.	Cup	their	pain	in	your	tender	hands.	Assist	them	to	release	their	hurts	to	
you.	I	pray	in	the	powerful	Name	of	Jesus.	Amen.					
	



APRIL	17	
Focus:	Psalm	126:1-2:	
When	the	LORD	brought	back	the	captivity	of	Zion,	we	were	like	those	who	dream.	Then	
our	mouth	was	filled	with	laughter,	and	our	tongue	with	singing.	Then	they	said	
among	the	nations,	“The	LORD	has	done	great	things	for	them.”	
	
Reflect:		
Social	mobility	acts	like	an	engine;	it	drives	people	across	the	nations	of	the	world.	
Travel	enables	many	to	reach	the	success	they	desire.	Some	seek	new	adventure;	
others	search	for	material	prosperity.	Many	pursue	job	promotions	or	superior	
careers;	others	move	for	family	reasons	…just	like	Moira	[name	changed].		
	
Arriving	from	East	Africa,	Moira	faced	Canada’s	stark	contrasts.	My	wife	and	I	slowly	
toured	the	supermarket.	We	recognized	Moira’s	facial	features.	With	a	smile	we	
greeted	her	in	Swahili.	Her	joy	broke	into	the	broadest	grin.	She	looked	excited,	
happy	to	be	recognized,	greeted,	and	affirmed.	She	told	us	how	she	loves	her	new	
life	here.	She	also	acknowledged	how	she	misses	family,	loved	ones,	and	friends.		
	
Overnight	Moira	gained	new	opportunities	but	lost	her	primary	network	of	support.	
A	major	cause	of	depression	worldwide	is	the	pain	of	dislocation.	When	support	
falls,	anxiety	rises,	depression	bites.	Life	quickly	seems	like	an	impossible	challenge.			
	
You	may	have	faced	the	feeling	of	being	stretched	far	too	thin.	Arriving	in	a	new	
location	can	do	that.	A	new	language,	climate,	and	diet	await	you.	New	customs	and	
traditions,	rituals	and	laws	confront	you	all	at	once.	People	you	would	normally	turn	
to	for	encouragement	disappear	from	view.	Abandoned,	lost,	and	displaced	you	start	
to	hope	that	someone	might	find	you	in	the	Lost-and-Found.		
	
When	God’s	captive	people	return	to	Zion	we	witness	their	utter	joy!	They	feel	
caught	up	in	a	beautiful	dream;	extras	in	a	Hollywood	movie.	Laughter	and	singing	
fill	the	air.	Emotional	exile,	however,	doesn’t	only	fly	beneath	a	foreign	flag.	Being	
lost	and	alone	relates	to	spiritual	drift.	A	rebellious	spirit	shifts	you	far	from	God’s	
presence.	Returning	to	Him	delivers	real	joy.	Your	heart	sings	the	song	of	the	saints:	
“The	LORD	has	done	great	things	for	us.”	
	
Consider:		
When	has	God	taken	removed	your	sorrow,	replacing	it	with	joy?	How	has	He	won	
you	back	to	the	centre	of	His	love?	You	may	have	a	story	worth	telling.	Who	will	you	
share	it	with,	today?		
	
Pray:		
Jesus	Friend	of	Sinners,	your	love	is	strong	and	tender,	your	promises	firm	and	true.	
You	relentlessly	pursue	me.	I	drift	from	You	so	often.	At	times	I	even	flee	from	your	
presence.	Lord,	in	my	sorrow	forgive	me.	Draw	me	close	to	You.	Cause	my	heart	to	
sing	again.	Draw	me	to	a	neighbor	who	seeks	the	joy	of	your	amazing	love.	Amen.	
	



APRIL	18	
Focus:	Psalm	126:5-6		
Those	who	sow	in	tears	shall	reap	in	joy.	He	who	continually	goes	forth	weeping,	
bearing	seed	for	sowing,	shall	doubtless	come	again	with	rejoicing,	bringing	his	
sheaves	with	him.	
	
Reflect:		
The	Prairie	family	faced	a	third	harvest	disaster.	“We’ll	have	to	sell	the	farm,”	they	
said.	“We	came	to	the	Prairies	with	high	hopes.	We	sold	all	we	owned	to	be	here.	We	
can’t	buy	any	more	seed.	We	can’t	sow;	we	must	sell.”	Their	tears	told	their	story.		
	
Recounting	their	plight,	the	family	saw	no	help	in	sight.	Later,	their	pastor	called	me.	
Good	news!	Another	farmer	offered	his	assistance.	He	donated	badly	needed	seed.	
Hope	eased	despair.	I	had	seen	their	weeping;	now	I	imagined	their	relief	and	joy.			
	
My	wife’s	father	worked	in	different	harvest	field.	As	a	personal	evangelist,	he	
served	in	London.	Visiting	people	at	risk,	he	spoke	at	soup	kitchens	and	shelters.	He	
stood	in	front	of	countless	doors	sharing	hope	in	Christ.	He	prayed	blessing	into	
many	lives.	He	witnessed	transformation.	
	
At	one	time,	he	was	appointed	to	share	the	Gospel	and	offer	pastoral	care	to	Romany	
travelers.	Calling	on	them	involved	charming	their	angry	guard	dogs.	Visiting	the	
neighboring	racetrack	he	spoke	to	the	wealthy	and	the	poor	as	they	gambled	the	
odds	on	an	uncertain	future.		
	
Later,	he	served	as	Chaplain	to	the	Peak	Freans	biscuit	factory	in	South	London.	One	
evening,	a	cloud	of	tiny	sugar	particles	floated	into	the	air.	Without	warning	it	
spontaneously	combusted	in	what	folks	later	called	“the	great	chocolate	bourbon	
explosion.”	Taking	one	life,	it	hurt	dozens	more.	Caring	for	the	injured,	he	visited	
hospital	wards.	Sent	to	workers’	homes	he	brought	news	to	their	next	of	kin.	
Through	the	long	night	he	prayed	with	staff	and	workers	in	distress.		
	
Christian	worker	are	called	to	sow	in	tears;	they	touch	life’s	tragedies.	They	often	
face	rejection.	Over	his	lifetime,	he	reaped	a	harvest	for	the	Lord.	Many	found	their	
hope	in	Jesus.	A	plentiful	harvest	glorifies	God,	delivering	joy,	recovery,	and	blessing.		
	
Consider:		
How	do	you	seek	to	bear	fruit	through	your	faith?	When	your	efforts	seem	hard	and	
your	tears	are	real	what	sustains	you?	What	causes	your	heart	to	rejoice,	today?	
How	will	you	share	the	joy	of	the	Lord	with	family	and	friends?	
	
Pray:		
Lord	God,	some	days	are	just	too	tough;	I’m	utterly	spent.	The	strength	to	carry	on	
evaporates.	When	my	resources	fail,	yours	have	just	begun.	I	gladly	rest	in	that	
reassurance.	Fill	me	with	your	love	again.	Restore	my	joy.	I	long	to	see	You	touch	a	
loved	one	with	your	hope.	Enable	me	to	show	Christ’s	love	to	others.	Amen.	



APRIL	19	
Focus:	Psalm	127:1		
Unless	the	LORD	builds	the	house,	they	labour	in	vain	who	build	it;	unless	the	LORD	
guards	the	city,	the	watchman	stays	awake	in	vain.	
	
Reflect:		
The	English,	so	we	are	told,	love	a	construction	known	as	the	architectural	“folly.”	
An	example	of	a	folly	is	Rushton	Lodge	in	Northamptonshire.	It	dates	back	to	1595.		
	
The	English	built	follies	purely	for	amusement.	Though	freshly	built,	they	were	
designed	to	look	like	ruins	from	an	earlier	era.	They	quickly	became	part	the	English	
landscape.	Sir	Thomas	Tresham	created	Rushton	Lodge.	It	embodied	his	interest	in	
the	sec	ret	symbolism	of	numbers.	He	focused	on	the	passion	of	Christ	and	the	
Trinity.	His	design	highlights	the	number	three.	Rushton	Lodge	has	three	walls,	
three	smoke	holes	in	the	chimneys,	and	three	trefoil	windows	on	each	of	the	three	
floors.	Symbolic	it	may	be;	functional	it	is	not.	That’s	why	it’s	called	a	folly.	
	
Follies	bring	strong	style	to	weak	substance.	A	folly	perfectly	illustrates	today’s	
Focus	verse:	Unless	the	LORD	builds	the	house,	they	labour	in	vain	who	build	it.	A	folly	
serves	no	practical	purpose	except	to	flatter	the	designer’s	fancy.	Neither	can	your	
folly	yield	spiritual	fruit.	Only	Jesus	redeems	your	folly;	the	cost	is	Calvary’s	cross.	
	
A	wise	leader	once	said,	“I	have	led	a	mission	organization	for	many	years.	I	believe	
every	success	comes	from	God	alone.	Yet,	I	notice	that	whenever	we	place	a	capable,	
dedicated,	and	energetic	worker	into	a	leadership	position	God	rewards	us	with	
more	fruit.	God	adds	His	anointed	supply	to	our	diligence	and	care.		
	
He	restates	the	essence	of	our	verse:	“unless	the	LORD	guards	the	city,	the	watchman	
stays	awake	in	vain.”	Your	efforts	alone	produce	much	labour	and	little	fruit.	As	the	
Lord	builds	and	guards,	your	watchful	labour	is	multiplied.	God’s	grace	brings	
abundant	blessing.	Which	comes	first—your	labour	or	God’s	blessing?	Unless	the	
LORD	builds	…unless	the	LORD	guards	…without	God	all	is	wasted	effort.	God	saves	you	
from	the	barrenness	of	busyness;	He	multiplies	your	loaves	and	fishes.	He	provides.	
	
Consider:		
How	do	ambition,	planning,	and	anxious	activity	deflect	you	from	focusing	on	God’s	
pace	and	purpose	for	your	life?	How	can	you	more	intentionally	work	and	walk	to	
the	rhythms	of	grace?	Who	will	you	invite	to	walk	in	faithful	pilgrimage,	today?	
	
Pray:		
Father,	you	are	the	Initiator,	Provider,	and	Enabler	of	all	that	is	good	in	my	life.	
When	I	lay	down	my	small	ambitions	you	engage	me	in	your	greater	purposes	for	
my	life	and	your	Creation.	Thank	you	Lord.	May	it	be	so,	today.	Amen.	
	
	
	



APRIL	20	
Focus:	Psalm	127:2	
It	is	vain	for	you	to	rise	up	early,	to	sit	up	late,	to	eat	the	bread	of	sorrows;	for	so	He	
gives	His	beloved	sleep.	
	
Reflect:	
We	drag	our	sluggish	bodies	through	a	broken,	sleep-deprived	world!	The	American	
Sleep	Association	reports	50-70	million	US	adults	complain	of	sleep	disorders.	Work	
performance	is	negatively	affected.	37.9%	report	helplessly	falling	asleep	during	the	
day—even	while	driving	a	car.		
	
Some	deprived	sleepers	gain	weight;	others	lose	it	detrimentally.	Fatigue	and	
clumsiness	frequently	increase.	Work	quality	and	productivity	plummet;	so	do	
working	relationships.	Focus	blurs	and	problem-solving	skills	decline.	Learning	
suffers;	communicating	becomes	harder.	Memory	…what	was	I	just	about	to	say?	
Sleep	is	an	uncommon	luxury.				
	
Anxiety	drives	sleepless	activity,	lowering	output.	Fear	of	another’s	judgment	
dominates	the	nervous	heart.	What	if	family	or	friends,	your	boss	or	colleagues,	
label	you	as	less-than?	What	if	you	fail	in	some	public	way?	Constant	commotion	
crushes	sleep.	You	toss	and	turn	all	night	hoping	to	be	sufficiently	awake	next	day	to	
produce	results,	to	complete	your	action-list.		
	
Pride	is	a	vain	slave	to	another’s	expectations.	You	fear	you	are	only	as	good	as	your	
last	anxious	performance.	You	are	easily	frustrated	and	filled	with	remorse.	You	eat	
on	the	run,	set	alarms	an	hour	earlier,	and	labour	late	into	the	night.	You	work	
harder	in	order	to	relax	more.		
	
The	Hebrew	mind	recalibrates	your	life-work	balance.	The	day	begins	each	evening.	
Your	first	duty	is	to	sleep.	Overnight	God	governs	His	world	without	your	assistance.	
You	awake	to	greet	the	Lord;	He	welcomes	you	into	activity	that	He	began	last	night.	
You	join	Him	now	in	the	task	of	repairing	His	broken	world.	It	is	vain	for	you	to	rise	
up	early,	to	sit	up	late,	to	eat	the	bread	of	sorrows.	As	His	beloved,	God	offers	you	His	
delicious	gift	of	sleep.	
	
Consider:		
Someone	once	quipped,	Why	bother	to	pray	when	you	can	worry?	When	has	
sleeplessness	overtaken	you?	How	will	you	rest	in	His	love	and	relax	in	His	care,	
today?	When	have	you	received	God’s	renewing	gift	of	sleep?	What	insights	can	you	
offer	another	sleepless	pilgrim?		
	
Pray:		
Merciful	Father,	grant	your	beloved	child	your	promised	gift	of	sleep.	Permit	me	
tonight	to	receive	restoring	rest.	Let	me	arise	renewed	and	refreshed	to	work	while	
it	is	still	day.	With	open	hands	and	a	peaceful	heart	I	rest	myself	in	You.	Amen		
	



APRIL	21	
Focus:	Psalm	128:1	
Blessed	is	every	one	who	fears	the	LORD...	
	
Reflect:	
A	leak	of	gas,	a	spark,	a	flash—an	inevitable	explosion!	Blown	from	the	flaming	
camper	van,	the	young	mother’s	clothes	were	ablaze.	Her	hair	on	fire,	she	rushed	to	
the	outdoor	beach-showers.	Badly	burned,	she	doused	her	body.	Diminutive	in	
frame,	she	grabbed	a	huge	water	butt.	Running	back,	she	heaved	the	water	into	the	
fiery	camper.	With	super-human	effort	she	tried	to	save	her	child.	Today	she	says,	
“I’ll	never	know	how	I	lifted	that	barrel!”	Adrenalin	surged	and	her	strength	peaked.						
	
Never	underestimate	the	power	of	fear!	It	can	save	a	life;	it	can	bend	a	person	out	of	
mind.	God’s	mechanism	for	human	survival	is	the	fight-flight-freeze	response.	
Healthy	fear	can	rescue	you	from	danger;	toxic	fear	traps	you	far	too	long	in	a	vise-
like	grip.		
	
Life	is	truly	hard	(Prov.	13:15).	Outcomes	trump	your	scant	control.	Yet	God	plans	
for	you	to	live	abundantly	(John	10:10).	Fearing	God—bowing	in	trust	before	Him—
marks	the	start	of	living	fully	(Prov.	1:7).	Fear	of	God	was	never	stylish;	today	it	has	
fallen	out	of	fashion.	Godly	fear	looks	like	respect,	worship,	and	obedience.	When	
Godly	fear	is	absent,	noxious	fear	abounds.	Fears	rapidly	multiply	and	mutate;	they	
race	to	be	the	first	to	cage	the	human	heart.		
	
We	must	deny	the	urge	to	sanitize	our	appropriate	fear	of	God.	Godly	fear	is	not	a	
deferential	nod	in	the	Almighty’s	direction.	When	true	terror	of	an	uncertain	
eternity	grips	a	community,	revival	often	follows.	The	Holy	Spirit,	God’s	breath,	is	
infinitely	powerful.	Yet,	tenderly	He	wafts	away	your	toxic	fears	to	grow	your	trust	
in	Him.	A	heart	that	bows	in	godly	fear	discovers	release	and	transformation.	Hope,	
peace,	and	joy	in	the	Lord	emerge;	they	flourish	in	God’s	abundant	life.					
	
Godly	fear	sits	side	by	side	with	blessing.	As	you	reverently	trust	and	know	the	Lord,	
God’s	favour	rests	upon	you.	Professor	Jim	Packer	observes:	The	world	becomes	a	
strange,	mad,	painful	place,	and	life	in	it	a	disappointing	and	unpleasant	business,	for	
those	who	do	not	know	about	God”.	Knowing	God	begins—and	continues—in	holy,	
healthy	fear.	That	kind	of	fear	will	never	hinder.	Godly	fear	will	ever	only	bless.	
	
Consider:	How	does	reverential	fear	help	you	gently	move	from	fearful	self-
dependency	to	relying	more	on	God?	Who	might	value	hearing	more	about	your	
fear-releasing	insights,	today?		
	
Pray:	God	of	Power,	Lord	of	Peace,	come	with	healing	hope;	quell	my	darkest	fears.	
May	I	be	all	that	I	am	in	Jesus;	Lord	Jesus,	be	all	that	you	are	in	me.	In	reverential	
fear	I	worship	at	your	feet.	From	a	heart	of	worship	may	my	service	honour	You.	
Grant	joy	for	the	journey,	fruit	for	my	labours,	and	a	rich	share	in	hope’s	harvest.	In	
worship	let	me	grow	in	grace.	For	your	glory’s	sake.		Amen.	


