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Death, Jesus hates you. 
John 11:1-44 

September 14, 2014 
Dan Hoffman 

 
 
Dear friends, brothers and sisters, what a long week it has been.  Every day was 
like a week and every day I woke hoping that Nathan’s death had all been a bad 
dream. 
 
Last week, as I stood before you, encouraging us to rejoice in the Lord always 
training ourselves in the discipline of celebration I had absolutely no idea that just 
hours later we would be tested in such a way!  I had no way of knowing that I’d 
be standing here before you, this week, grieving the tremendous loss of my 
friend and brother and co-worker in Christ, Nathan.  And with you all attempting 
to rejoice and celebrate in even this circumstance. 
 
Today I don’t have a polished or practiced sermon to share with you.  Today, I 
feel raw and tired, weary and humbled, sad and yet, and yet… not despairing!  
For friends, we serve a God who, more than 2000 years ago hated death so 
much and loved us so fully that He stepped into our world and lived, and died 
and rose to render death defeated. 
 
And in Him we place our hope. 
 
Will you turn with me to today’s scripture, John chapter 11?  And as you do 
would you pray with me. 
 
[Pray] 
 
In this text we see into the heart of Jesus and that is the heart we need to see 
today.  In this chapter we see Jesus as God and we see Him as man.  We see 
Him loving, we see Him as grieving.  And in this there is a message for those of 
us who like Jesus, have lost someone precious. 
 
Let’s start in verse 1. 
 
[Read John 11:1-3; 5-7; 11-15] 
 
Now Lazarus wasn’t one of the 12 disciples, but he was Jesus’ friend.  A good 
enough friend that his sisters didn’t need to put Lazarus’ name in the memo line 
when they sent for Jesus. 
 
And he got sick, and he died…  Jesus’ friend died! 
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How good of a guy do you think Lazarus was?  The text doesn’t say, but I think 
there are a couple things we can deduce. 
 
First, Jesus hung out with real people, He hung out with sinners, so Lazarus was 
undoubtedly a sinner.  But second, Jesus chose friends who were sinners with 
soft hearts.  People who knew they were sinners and wanted His help to change.  
And so I think it is safe to say Lazarus was a guy like that, a good guy.  And he 
died. 
 
When Jesus finally arrived in Bethany He was greeted by the grief stricken 
sisters.  Verse 21 reads: 
 
[Read John 11:21] 
 
And verse 32 reads: 
 
[Read John 11:32] 
 
Why Jesus?  Why Lazarus?  Why Nathan?  Why did he have to die?   
… 
Today, more than focusing on our own anger or sadness or confusion, I want to 
let you know that we are not alone in our raging against the dying of the light.  
Look with me at verse 33. 
 
[Read John 11:33-38] 
 
In this passage two times Jesus is deeply moved.  Two times His Spirit writhes in 
pain within Him.  The pain makes Him weep.  John says He was “troubled”. 
 
Jesus is troubled.  Why? 
 
Friends, Jesus is troubled for two reasons.  First, and close to the surface, right 
on Jesus’ sleeve He is troubled because His dearly loved friends Mary and 
Martha are troubled.  He feels their pain – and Jesus feels our pain today. 
 
Friends, the message of the Bible is not that bad things never happen to good 
people, but that God knows how we feel and walks with us through the pain. 
 
The book of Hebrews tells us: 

For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to empathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 

every way, just as we are—yet He did not sin.  Let us then 
approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
(Hebrews 4:15-16) 
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Do you need that grace today like I do? 
 
What this text means is that even today Jesus understands us.  He didn’t discard 
His humanity when He ascended back to heaven.   
 
God gets us!  Our brother Mansour once told me that when he was a Muslim one 
of his complaints against Allah was that he couldn’t understand how hard it was 
for people.  Here people are down on earth in the thick of temptation, sin and 
death while Allah sits up in heaven and imposes his law upon them. 
 
But when he became a Christian Mansour realized immediately that he couldn’t 
use that excuse anymore.  God does understand because God became one of 
us.   
 
And so Jesus wept with Mary and Martha, He sympathized and empathized with 
them and His pain was real. 
 
But that isn’t the only pain He felt.  Verse 37 tells us Mary and Martha weren’t 
alone at Lazarus’ tomb, there were others there who didn’t share the sister’s 
faith.  They scoffed and doubted while others wept.  “Could not He who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
A little over a week later similar words were hurled at Jesus from the foot of the 
cross.  Mocking voices yelled: 

He saved others… but He can't save Himself! He's the king of Israel! Let Him come 
down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him. (Matthew 27:42) 

 
Doubt filled haters like these could not believe if someone came back from the 
dead, let alone came down off the cross, and so verse 38 tells us once again 
Jesus was deeply moved.  Once again The Holy Spirit within Him writhed in pain, 
this time because of the awful ravages that sin has brought into this world.   
 
Back when sin first crept in to steal faith and plant doubt in the Garden, death 
became the reality for people.  We separated ourselves from the source of all life 
because we chose sin we die.   
 
But here I want to clarify something that we often miss.  Sometimes we think that 
death is the punishment for sin.  But it isn’t.  In Genesis 3 God gave Adam and 
Eve punishments for their disobedience – Eve got pain in childbirth and Adam 
got toil in work – Now if you are a particular gender you may feel that one of 
those punishments is worse than the other especially since now women do all 
the same jobs men do, but that’s a debate for another day.  Those were the 
punishments for sin God handed out – death was not mentioned.   
 
And that’s because death isn’t a punishment, it is a consequence of being a 
sinner.  It’s like this: 
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If you do not eat you will starve.  But starvation isn’t a punishment for your 
actions; it’s just a consequence of not eating.  And many people suffer this 
consequence every day. 

 
If you drive your car recklessly you could cause an accident, but the 
accident isn’t punishment for your driving.  And the evidence for this is that 
when the police show up they will give you a ticket even though you might 
be thinking your totaled car is enough punishment.  Your totaled car isn’t 
punishment, it is just a consequence.  The ticket is the punishment. 
 

And in the same way death is not the punishment of our sin.  If it were it would 
immediately follow our bad actions and the worse we were, the younger we 
would die.   

As a parent of a very strong willed toddler, I can tell you not many of us 
would survive past the age of 2 or 3 if death were punishment for sin. 
 

No, death isn’t a punishment; it is a consequence of being a sinner – something 
we all are. 
 
And this is why we can never be satisfied when we ask questions like “why did 
Nathan die when so many others less deserving live on?”   
 
The reasoning here is that Nathan didn’t deserve to die.  But death isn’t handed 
out when people deserve it, just like life isn’t handed out to when people deserve 
it.   
 
The fact is sinners die.  And there is no connection between how old or how good 
or how godly a person is when they die.  And that’s because death isn’t a 
punishment, death is a consequence that sinners have to endure whether our 
sins have been paid for by the blood of Jesus or not. 
 
But today I want to tell you Jesus HATES sin!  And Jesus hates the 
consequences sin brings! 
  
Death, Jesus hates you! 
 
You were not the plan from the beginning.  From the beginning the plan was that 
God would walk with us in full communion in the cool of the day.  But you have 
broken that, and even though you are defeated you still continue your rampage… 
for now.  But Death, know that your days are numbered, you are the enemy and 
Jesus hates you. 
 
In Corinthians Paul tells us: 

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead… for as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive….  Then the end will come, 

when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has 
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destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For He must 

reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death. (1 Corinthians 15:20-26) 

 
Friends, death is an enemy of humanity, Death is an enemy of the church, and 
Death is an enemy of God.  It seeks to corrupt what God has created and so 
Jesus hates death, He defeated death when He conquered the tomb, and He will 
destroy Death once for all in the end. 
 
We have an incredible ally in our hatred of death.  And friends, this is reason to 
hope!  Friends, this is reason to rejoice even as we grieve! 
… 
But there is more to the story of Lazarus than just Jesus’ hatred of death.  Of 
course we know where it goes, but look again with me at verse 40. 
 
[Read John 11:40-44] 
 
Friends, we live in a unique time.  We live today in the period of time where 
Death is officially defeated, and yet Death still reigns.  People have often 
described this period as the time between D-Day on the beaches of Normandy 
where the war was won, and V-Day 11 months later when the last of Hitler’s evil 
forces threw in the towel. 
 
Jesus has defeated death.  2 Timothy tells us: 
 

[God] saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not 

because we deserved it, but because that was His plan from 
before the beginning of time — to show us His grace through 

Christ Jesus [who] broke the power of death and illuminated the 

way to life and immortality through the Good News. (2 Timothy 
1:9-10 NLT) 

 
Death is already defeated.  And yet he still lashes out and takes us down.  But 
Death is defeated.  Jesus defeated death. 
 
And that’s the confidence that we who have put our faith in Jesus have.  We 
don’t mourn as those without hope.1   
 
We can hate the consequences of sin; we can hate all sickness and death 
because Jesus hates them too.  And because Jesus hates them we can trust 
Him even in times like these. 
  
 
 

                                            
1
 1 Thessalonians 4:13 
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Jesus is the single most powerful force in the universe; He is more powerful than 
death.  And so since Jesus is good, and Jesus loves us and Jesus hates death 
we don’t have to strive against this enemy.  We don’t have to torture ourselves 
with the question “Why did Nathan die?”  We can trust Jesus. 
 
Death, I hate you; Death, Jesus hates you; and because Jesus hates you Death I 
put you Jesus’ hands. 
 
The crazy thing is that when death gets put in Jesus hands it looses.  Four day 
old stinking death wrapped and in the tomb is no match for the hands of Jesus.   
 
Jesus sticks His head into the dark world we live in and commands “Lazarus, 
come out!”   
 
And flesh and bone return, blood seethes, heart pounds, eyes open and the used 
to be dead man walks out.  
 
Friends, we prayed and we proved that our hands were powerless to do anything 
about Nathan, but not Jesus’ hands – we didn’t prove that.  We know Jesus’ nail 
pierced hands can rip death in half – He has done it before.  And regardless of 
the fact He did not spare Nathan I choose to trust Him anyway..  And I urge you 
Fort George, in light of the tragedy that stares us in the face to use it to put your 
trust in the Jesus afresh, the Jesus who has already conquered death and has 
promised to destroy it in the end.  
 
Secondly, I urge you people of Fort George, to live in this hope and let it drive 
you towards the finish line! 
 
If we claim to follow Christ, as Nathan did, are we all not called to run the race 
with the goal of winning?  So I urge you, run!  Your race may end tomorrow, 5 
years from now or 65 years from now, but run friends run!  Run like you serve a 
God who is all powerful and who has already defeated our greatest enemy.  Run 
like today will be your last day!  Run like it matters, because it does. 
… 
Near the end of his life and with thoughts of his own approaching death clear in 
his mind the Apostle Paul penned the famous words: 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 

longed for his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7-8) 
 

Friends, in Christianity there is hope for those who finish well.  It is not 
how we start the race that matters, even the points along the journey 

are relatively unimportant.  It is how we finish that counts.  Now I 
know we have saints in our midst who have grown incapacitated, 
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either mentally or physically in their old age – I’m not talking about 

that. 
 

But I am saying the way you finish your race matters.   
 

This week one of our struggles was explaining Nathan’s passing 
to Elliana, our three year old who loved Mr. Nathan and talked 

about him often.  Nikki told her “Mr. Nathan’s body got sick and 
it didn’t get better, and he died.  And now he is with Jesus and 

we won’t see him again until we get to heaven too.  But Mr. 
Nathan got there first.  Mr. Nathan is the winner!” 

 
But Nathan isn’t the winner simply because he died before you and I did – friends 
everyone dies but not everyone is a winner.  Nathan is the winner because he 
fought the good fight putting his faith in the One who defeated death.  Yesterday 
the words I chose for him also came from Paul.  They are words I can honestly 
use without reservation in his case.  Paul wrote: 

Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1 
NKJV)  

 
Friends, today let us strive to imitate Nathan as he imitated Christ.  He wasn’t 
sinless, but he ran to win. 
 
Nathan was full of Jesus’ joy!  So let us be joyful and rejoice. 
 
Nathan loved unreservedly with Christ’s love.  So let us love selflessly. 
 
Nathan worshipped God passionately.  So friends let us worship with abandon in 
spirit and truth. 
 
Nathan served Christ’s bride, the church, enthusiastically and without complaint.  
So let us serve each other whole heartedly. 
 
Nathan prayed for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done rather than 
Nathan’s own.  So let us put aside our desires and honestly join in the prayer of 
the ages. 
 
Nathan ran his race and finished well!  Mr. Nathan is the winner.  So will you 
today imitate him as he imitated Christ?  Will you? 
 
As we depart today, brothers and sisters, I urge you to rejoice!  Not because you 
are happy, but because Jesus’ joy is within you.  And our Saviour has already 
rendered death, that hated foe, defeated.  So rejoice! 
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And second look at yourself right now as I am looking at my self.  I plead with 
you, do not let Nathan’s death be in vain.  Allow it to be the spark God uses to 
motivate you to finish the race well. 
 
Run well, my friends.  Run like today is your last; run like today counts because it 
does.  And if we do, then we will indeed celebrate with Nathan in God’s glorious 
presence on that Day. 


