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Sarah Davey A Sign of Love 

Whilst on our honeymoon, Dan and I 
were eating lunch at a diner in Ft. Laud-
erdale, and on the wall opposite from us 

were those cheesy and vintage signs most 
diners tend to have. Dan and I were looking them 
over when one stood out to us which read, “Boys 
who hunt & trap don’t mug old ladies.” I mentally 
scanned the guys I had known who do hunt and 
wondered if that would be true for them, and to my 
knowledge it was true. None of the boys would be 
likely to mug old ladies. Instantly I realized that the 
need or desire to steal goes deeper than whether 
they had the ability to hunt or trap. This sign illumi-
nates the heart of a person who has been loved be-
cause they have been shown how to behave. 
  

Young people pick up actions and behaviours from 
their parents, peers or those they watch in their lives. 
These youth copy and follow what they see whether 
consciously or not. If the sign I saw is applied, when 
youth have people in their lives, who in this case go 
out of their way to teach them something like hunt-
ing and trapping, then it provides them an opportu-
nity to learn how to behave in this area of life. This is 
why youth ministry is so important. My heart is to see 
youth experience the power of Jesus’ love in their 
lives. This is made possible as I intentionally walk 
alongside students and parents in my role, and daily 
provide opportunity, through love, to inspire them 
how to live in response to Jesus and His best for 
them.  

As you look around and see the young people in 
your life, the more you love them the more influence 
you’ll have in their lives. That impact goes beyond 
teaching them a set of skills. Your spiritual investment 
will teach them who they are and guide them in how 
to behave. “Boys who hunt and trap don’t mug old 
ladies”. That’s true, if we are making a positive in-
vestment in youth. If we do this, not only will their 
lives be impacted, but their parents and communities 
as well.  

  Keagan Preston Small Actions, Big Impact 

Summer was great as I got to help out at many camps including Coastlands Kids Camp. This enabled me to start 
building relationships with youth that I would be connecting with more after the summer was over. My best memory 

from camp was a boy, I’ll call him H, who on the first day had a negative attitude, wouldn’t really talk to anyone, and 
just really didn’t want to be there. Then over the course of the week I saw him transform, just from the little interactions 

we had, like sharing a joke with him or smiling and asking how he was doing. By the end of the week he was a totally different 
person. As he was leaving, he came up to me and said "Keagan, I'm going to miss you.“ This stuck with me because I didn’t do 
anything big and extravagant; it was just the small things I did that changed his whole view of camp. 
It’s so cool to see transformation like that in teens’ lives. So far this Fall it’s been so much fun going into schools and youth groups 
and connecting with the youth around me. They’re so much fun to hang out with and to get to know and they all come with their 
own stories which I am looking forward to hearing. I really desire to inspire this generation with the truth that God has a plan for 
every single one of them. I'd like to leave you with Jeremiah 29:11 as it reminds us that God wants to use us today in people’s 
lives. "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” NIV 

Robbie Taylor Our Real Legacy 

Recently I had a long conversation with a really 
close family member and we got to talking about    
finance and meaning in life. After listening and      

discussing thoughts and each other’s beliefs, it was 
clear to me that what we believe about this topic shapes how we 
use our resources. It was clear that their sense of meaning regard-
ing finances came down to saving in life, so that what was left 
when they die is there for those to collect after, like taking the 
spoils.  They believe that the money we have is for collecting and 
storing, and that this would be the mark of a well-lived life rather 
than using what we have now to impact those around us.  

For them, the meaning of life was to gain all you can so you have 
more to divide up when you die; the importance of their legacy is 
what’s left behind financially. Jesus gives us a clear direction in life, 
and I was able to share the gospel with my family member. I was 
able to share my thoughts on what I believe God's word says. I be-
lieve we see in the Old Testament the principles of Sabbath, that 
God always provides for his people and that he set up systems to 
make sure there was always a way for people to have their needs 
met. When we come to the New Testament we see phrases like 
“Seek first the kingdom of God.” The heart of this message is that 
God needs you to walk and share your life with others which in-
cludes our finances. I'm challenged to pursue sharing the love of 
Jesus practically and to trust God with the rest to look after. Letting 
our light shine today and keeping our conduct honourable is seen 
when we recognize what matters and when we act to care for the 
needs around us. Yes, it’s wise to leave resources when we die. But 
having a real legacy is one that is living and active. It is how we live 
today in the here and now, and how we use what we are given, 
whether large or small.  

I’m reminded from this conversation that it is Jesus’ heart for others 
in us that allows us to show His love. Loving others now with God's 
provision allows others the opportunity to experience Jesus’ love 
for them. As we walk into areas not yet traveled, and connect with 
many teens in need of Jesus through relationship and serving their 
needs, your partnership in the gospel work becomes the key to 
our ability to live this out. In partnership with each other, our    
legacy becomes lives changed now and needs being met now, 
knowing that all He has given we have used for His kingdom. This 
is an everlasting legacy and one with eternal reward and purpose. 
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Taeryn Novak Passionate Followers of Jesus 

As a staff team we attended the Island Youth Workers’ Conference at the end of September and I had a really 
good time. I attended three seminars led by experts in youth ministry, and I took away valuable things from 

each of them. But a phrase that one of the speakers used keeps coming back to me. In talking about disciple-
ship and how to tell if someone is truly following Jesus, the speaker showed us the diagram that he and his church 

have developed over a number of years. There were four sections flowing out of the middle: Prayer, The Story (they know 
the gospel story, who they are in it and they share it with others), Generosity, and Vision. But the words in the centre that 
all these things flowed out of were, “Passionately, completely, overwhelmingly in love with Jesus.” These words forced me 
to ask myself: Am I passionately in love with Jesus? Have I let the truth of the magnitude of who He is and what He’s done 
for me fade into the background of my daily life?  

Life has its highs and lows and its in-betweens, but God wants our focus to be on Him in all of it. He wants our affections to 
be set on Him. I so often get caught up in the things I should be doing for God that I lose sight of the very thing that 
makes those things sustainable and possible: the love and adoration and praise of Jesus.  

So in the midst of life and this busy fall schedule, I will choose to look to Jesus. And in that I hope to fall more in love with 
Him every day and be strengthened to go out and make disciples who do the same. If it’s true that you reproduce who 
you are in those around you, I want to be completely and overwhelmingly focused on Jesus and invite others to do the 
same. 

Cassia Philippson Feeling Encouraged 

When I came back from camp I was feeling 
pretty discouraged, almost like I had lost all 

passion and excitement for what I was doing here 
in the Valley. I didn’t feel like praying about it because I 
didn’t want to find an answer like, “Well, maybe you’re done 
with this work,” or “Maybe it is time to move on.” It’s a dis-
couraging thing to feel apathetic, especially when the work 
you do is so important and life-giving. I often find myself in 
an apathetic place. It is usually accompanied by a negative 
mindset towards my job and thoughts of just going through 
the motions and it can feel like hopelessness, especially after 
having such an amazing season at camp. Coming back to 
the start of a busy season at the school was overwhelming. 
After I got in contact with the school I volunteer at, God be-
gan reminding me of the reasons why my job matters to me 
and why I am passionate about it. It first came in the form of 
a text from a girl I know at school: “Hey, are you coming back 
this year? I really miss you.” And then it came from a boy I 

played basketball with all last year at the school. On my first 
day back he ran up to me and gave me a giant hug with a 
huge grin on his face. “I’m so happy you’re back! I was hop-
ing you’d be here!” He likes to call me ‘Casadilla’ and it 
warms my heart every time. When I finished up that first 
week back at the school, there was a moment in my office 
where I had a kid I had never met and this young boy who I 
played basketball with together with me in the room. They 
were both joking and laughing with me and telling me sto-
ries about their week. I had a moment when I thought, “This 
is why. This is why I am here.” God has a funny way of en-
couraging us when we feel hopeless and like all is lost. It 
feels good too when a kid you have never met calls you “the 
cool youth worker.” But that’s just the cherry on top. I’m 
thankful for a God who is continuously reminding me why I 
am here and what I am here for: to love on these kids, walk 
alongside them and help them feel welcomed in. I am en-
couraged by this. Thank you for being a part of these stories 
and a part of what God is continuously doing in the lives of 
these young people.  

Connecting  Youth  

Transforming Lives  

in the Comox Valley

November 16-18, 2018

WWW.YFCCOMOXVALLEY.COM // 4729 HEADQIUARTERS RD COURTENAY, V9N 9H4 // 250 338 8416

CUMBERLAND

http://WWW.YFCCOMOXVALLEY.COM
https://www.canadahelps.org/dn/15962
http://WWW.YFCCOMOXVALLEY.COM
https://www.canadahelps.org/dn/15962

