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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
“God is Faithful” 
Scripture: Galatians 4:4-7; Isaiah 49:8-16; no psalm 
Hymns: Hark! The herald angels sing 139; What child is this 161; See amid the 
winter’s snow 168; Good Christians, all rejoice 141 
December 28, 2014 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Yesterday I officiated at a wedding. 
 Andy married Elsa, 
  His sweetheart from Taiwan. 
 
During the ceremony 
 Andy made these promises to Elsa: 
   
“I, Andy, take you, Elsa to be my wife, 

to have and to hold from this day forward, 
 
for better, for worse, 

for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health 

to love and to cherish  
till death do us part.” 

 
Elsa made the same promises to Andy in return. 
 
Not everyone who gets married 
 Says these exact words. 
 
But at every wedding I’ve either attended 
 Or officiated at 
  Those getting married 
   Make some serious promises. 
      
These promises are sealed with signatures 
 On a marriage licence. 
  In marriage a couple enters 
   Into a binding legal relationship. 
 
 

Marriage is good thing. 
It provides a solid foundation 

for human flourishing. 
   
Unlike many other relationships 

which are sometimes casual or conditional   
  marriage is intended to provide the assurance 
   that the other person will stick around: 
 
Even when mistakes are made 
 Even when there is sickness 
  Even when beauty fades. 
 
But spouses don’t always keep their promises. 
 Marriage doesn’t always last. 
 
People aren’t always faithful. 
 We have this tendency to let each other down. 
 
Every day trust is broken: 
 Between spouses, 
  Between family members, 
   And among friends. 
 
If you have been betrayed 
 If someone has let you down, 
  You might be wondering if there is someone who IS faithful. 
 
If you have broken a promise 
 If you have let someone else down 
  You might be wondering the same thing. 
 
So are we on our own? 
 Is there anyone who is reliable? 
  Anyone who is faithful? 
 
If this question has ever entered you mind 
 You’d be wise to turn to the Bible. 
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The Bible orients us to our world. 
 It answers those big questions 
  About how and why we are here. 
   It reveals what we can expect from life. 
 
When it comes to the topic of faithfulness 
 The Bible has a lot to say. 
  Right from the very beginning. 
 
Just consider the Abram cycle 
 That begins in Genesis chapter 12. 
 
Here we are reminded that God is interested in humanity, 
 In God’s creation. 
  God chooses Abram as a friend. 
 
God chooses Abram as a friend 
 And God makes this new friend some big promises: 
  Promises of land, children, and blessing. 
 
Promises that are meant for Abram  

AND for Abram’s descendants.i 
 
Abram is told to follow. 
 And Abram does as God says. 
 
This friendship has a good beginning; 

It looks like a healthy, committed relationship. 
  But as the generations come and go 
   This relationship is severely tried. 
 
Abram’s children, the people of Israel,  

consistently break their commitments. 
  And God? 

Well, God consistently remains faithful. 
 
Let me give you a quick historical overview 
 Of this troubled relationship 
  As provided by Rob Renfroe: 
   

 “God sends Moses to Egypt 
to bring the Israelites out of slavery,  

 
and they have barely gotten into the wilderness  

before they begin to complain and grumble: 
“We should just go back to Egypt.  

It’s too hard out here following God.  
We want to go back to slavery.  

At least there we had meat to eat!”  
 
Almost no time passes before they create a golden calf  

and bow down and worship a god of their own making  
rather than the God who saved them.  

 
Forty years later,  

when God finally brings the Israelites in the Promised Land… 
they again forget [God’s] graciousness  

and turn to the gods of that land.  
 
When enemies attack,  

God raises up deliverers such as Gideon and Deborah 
who defend them.  

 
When they are taken away into exile  

overtaken by foreign armies and powerful kings,  
God miraculously works,  

remembering [God’s] covenant  
 
and bringing his people back to the land  

that [God] had promised them.  
 
Throughout all of this,  

and over hundreds of years and many generations,  
God sends prophets to speak [God’s] words  

so the people know [God’s] mind.  
 
Some prophets God sends to chastise and convict them  

of their idolatry and their sins’  
others [God] sends to comfort and assure them of his love…”ii 
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So what is the Old Testament story 

of the relationship between God and God’s people? 
  The people consistently break their commitments. 
   And God consistently remains faithful. 
 
Sounds like God has good grounds for divorce. 
 
And yet that isn’t God’s plans. 
 God loves these people 
  Despite their rebellion: 
 
Let me paraphrase our lesson from Isaiah: 
 ‘Their names are tattooed  
  On God’s arms.’iii 
 
God loves these people. 

God just can’t reject them. 
  Even though they consistently chose 
   To ignore, even oppose God. 
 
And so God orchestrates a great and final rescue plan 
 To save and deliver God’s people: 
 
To be born among us 
 To live and then die among us. 
 
 
In order to show us how to live; 
 To give us grace when we fail; 
  to provide us with new power 
   To keep our commitments. 
 
This is the story of Christmas. 
 A story that is retold in today’s epistle lesson: 
 
“But when the right time came,  

the time God decided on,  
he sent his Son,  

born of a woman,  
born as a Jew,  

to buy freedom for us who were slaves… 
so that he could adopt us as his very own sons.”iv 

 
Why was God born into the world at Christmas? 
 Because God is faithful. 
 
God is so faithful 
 That when we couldn’t keep our commitments 
  God kept them for us. 
 
Are we on our own in this world? 
 Is there anyone who is reliable, faithful?  
 
What Christmas teaches us 
 Is that “at the [center] of the of the universe  

is a heart that is faithful and true.”v  
 
In Jesus incarnation 
 We see God’s pledge to us: 
 
‘for better, for worse, 

for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health 

to love and to cherish [forever]. 
 

This is a powerful promise. 
 A potent pledge. 
 
For this love, this commitment 
 Provides us with the stability and freedom 
  In which we can faithfully respond to God’s love 
   And faithfully commit ourselves to others. 
 
We can endure the slight made at the office party 
 And respond to that co-worker with love and forgiveness 
  How? Because we know at the center of our being 
   We know we are loved and cherished by God. 
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We can reach out to that needy cousin, 
 Who always talks and never listens, 
  Who just moves along from one crisis to the next. 
    
We can reach out to him without fears of being overwhelmed 
 How? Because we have the secure knowledge 
  That our God will continue to provide what WE need. 
 
We can resist the temptation 
 Turn away from the sirens 
  That promise to scratch our itches 
   At the small cost of our own faithfulness and integrity. 
  
 
 
 
 

i See Genesis 12 & 15 
ii Rob Renfroe “God is Faithful” in Under Wraps: The Gift We Never Expected 69-

70 

How? Because we have a growing peace  
at the core of our being. 

  We are being filled and refilled with God’s love. 
 
Christmas is over. 
 Mary’s last month of pregnancy has past. 
  The baby was delivered. 
   Visitors have come and gone. 
 
But instead of putting the crèche away 
 [hold up the gift] 

maybe we need to take some time 
   To unpack gift of God’s incarnation. 
 
May we all begin to understand 
 God’s faithfulness and love.  
 

iii See Isaiah 49:16 
iv Galatians 4:4-5 TLB 
v Rob Renfroe “God is Faithful” in Under Wraps: The Gift We Never Expected 76 

                                                           


