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Metro Vancouver Alliance Founding Assembly
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

“Tonight we have reached the starting line  
and the best is yet to come.”
  The Rev. Margaret Marquardt,  
  Co-chair of the Founding Assembly Organizing Committee  
  and Chair of the Eco-Justice Unit of the Anglican Diocese  
  of New Westminster.

There were many memorable moments and sound bites 
from the Metro Vancouver Alliance (MVA) Founding 
Assembly held at the Maritime Labour Centre in Vancou-
ver’s East End on March 19th, 2014. The organizers of the 
event, the MVA Board of Directors and particularly MVA’s 
Lead Organizer, Deborah Littman couldn’t have asked for 
a better outcome: more than 600 people, standing-room 
only. Everyone involved is to be congratulated.

It was also a great night for Anglicans from the Diocese 
of New Westminster, much of the diocese being located 
in that other MVA, the Metro Vancouver Area. Doing a 
rough count, there were probably in excess of 80 delegates 
and guests from Anglican organizations present. 

MVA is part of a larger whole, the international 
Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) and a regional group 
the IAF Northwest, but the connection to IAF is really 
about structure, training and the utilization of successful 
community organizing methods that IAF and IAF organiza-
tions have perfected over time. IAF is focused on building 
organizations by bringing together different groups and 
organizations in a broad based alliance to work for the 
common good and hold all levels of government and all 
political parties accountable. It is international, but the 
focus is on the local and the goal is to build an organiza-
tion that is powerful enough to act on the local issues that 
have been identified with a much greater opportunity to 
succeed than they otherwise would have as individual 
initiatives: all working separately on the same issues. It’s 
about working together. 

MVA was born out of a small room at St. James’ Angli-
can Church in the Downtown Eastside (DTES) in 2004, 
when an Anglican priest named Clarence Li, in his early 
30’s and in the beginning stages of his ordained ministry, 
inspired by the ministry of tireless social justice advocate, 
Sister Elizabeth Kelliher wanted to do more and get more 
people involved in relieving some of the suffering that he 
witnessed on a daily basis. This was nothing new, as prior 
to this time, St. James’ had had more than a century of 
social justice advocacy as a huge component of its ongoing 
ministry, with people like Father Clinton, David Somerville 
and May Gutteridge, to name only three of many. What 
was different was the intentionality of the young priest and 
his desire to involve others in the organizing process and to 
create a community. Other priests of the diocese, members 
of St. James’ parish and social justice advocates from other 
denominations came on board and a core was developed. 
Three years ago, MVA hired Lead Organizer Deborah Lit-
tman who was an organizer for IAF in Great Britain and 
things got going in earnest. There is no need to delve into 
too much history of the founding and development of the 
organization as that has been well documented elsewhere. 

Metro Vancouver Alliance is in the process of creating a 
substantial web presence and more information about the 
group is readily available: on their website at www.iafnw.
org/canada/metrovancouveralliance; their Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/MetVanAlliance; and their twitter 
at www.twitter.com/MetVanAlliance. They also publish a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Bishop Melissa Skelton at the MVA Founding Assembly — “I’m the new kid on the block and this is the block I want to live on!”

The Rev. Clarence Li shares the early history of MVA.Event Organizing Co-Chair and Co-MC, the Rev. Margaret Marquardt.
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monthly newsletter as well for those who like to hold paper 
while reading, and the brief documentary film shown at 
the Founding Assembly is a good source of information. 

The Founding Assembly got underway right on time 
at 7 pm with Co-chairs and Co-MC’s, the Rev. Margaret 
Marquardt, Chair of the Eco-Justice Unit of the Diocese 
of New Westminster and Carlos Moreira, Vice-President 
of UNIFOR 111 and a member of St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Church, vowing to stick to the timing of the 
program and to conclude at the scheduled time of 9 pm. 
Margaret and Carlos welcomed the gathering, saying that 
this is “an historic moment for Metro Vancouver Alliance” 
and that “tonight we have reached the starting line and the 
best is yet to come.”

First Nation’s Elder, Mary Charles was invited to the 
west side podium. After greeting the capacity crowd, the 
charming Great-Grandmother (who is also a very engaging 
speaker) welcomed the Assembly Delegates and Guests to 
Unceded Coast Salish land and offered a prayer. 

Following the prayer and greeting, Margaret and Carlos 
welcomed by name the elected officials present. Margaret 
pointed out that MVA had invited representatives from all 
political parties to attend and to represent. However, the 
majority if not all of the MLA’s present were opposition 
members. 

There was a brief Skype communication from a new IAF 
startup in Cymru, Wales wishing the MVA all the best, fol-
lowed by the Rev. Clarence Li, currently Rector of St. Hilda-
by-the-Sea Anglican Church in Sechelt. The Rev. Li shared 
the story of how he was inspired to compassionate service 
and community organizing by witnessing the exceptional 
ministry of Sister Liz Kelliher. Next on the agenda was a 
brief and well-edited documentary giving basic information 
about IAF and how the IAF organizing models and meth-
ods have been used over the past three years incorporating 
MVA into a global network, nurturing it along to its current 
stage — launching its Founding Assembly. 

Prior to the MVA Institutional Roll Call, Margaret and 
Carlos went further into the philosophy of MVA and IAF. 

“IAF is focused on building organizations like MVA by train-
ing leaders and organizers. IAF brings together different 
groups from, many organizations to hold political parties 
accountable.” They said, “We don’t waste our time arguing 
about what we don’t agree on…we don’t nominate anybody, 
we don’t elect anybody, we are totally non-partisan.” “We 
focus on institutions where people gather: faith, work/
labour, community.” 

As an intentional and effective method of demonstrat-
ing the strength and diversity of MVA, representative 
delegates of 40 organizations lined up at two different 
microphones to identify their organizations and pledge 
their support and commitment. This was the aforemen-
tioned MVA Institutional Roll Call. As the spokesperson 
for the organization took a turn at the mic, delegates from 
that organization stood so that the full cohort could be 
recognized by the Founding Assembly. 

A number of organizations with connections to the 
Diocese of New Westminster were present: The Eco-Justice 
Unit of the Diocese of New Westminster; St. Thomas’s 
Anglican Church; First Lutheran Church; St. Laurence 
Anglican Church, Coquitlam; St. James’ Anglican Church 
Social Justice Group; and the North Shore Social Justice 
Working Group, largely an Anglican group headquartered 
at St. Catherine’s, Capilano including members from 
Lutheran, United and Roman Catholic Churches on the 
North Shore. The North Shore Social Justice Working 
Group was one of the largest delegations from faith groups 
represented. When all the delegates present stood, there 
was a cheer from the crowd. 

There were a number of excellent quotes from repre-
sentative delegates. The biggest reaction was in response to 
the Capilano University School of Communications rep, 
who said, “we’re told that our job at the University is to 
graduate taxpayers, but I think we can shoot higher than 

that.” He also said that the Capilano University School 
of Communications is the first University or University 
Faculty to join an IAF organization. 

The next section of the program was titled, Putting the 
Puzzle Together: The three sectors that make up MVA. This is 
where three Community, Labour and Faith leaders spoke 
about their support of MVA and three more spokespersons 
from those three sectors responded. All six speakers: Paul 
Michael Taylor (Executive Director, Gordon Neighbour-
hood House and Virginia Weiler (Chair of the Board, 
VanCity Savings Credit Union) on behalf of Community; 
Joey Hartman (President, Vancouver and District Labour 
Council) and Jim Sinclair (President, BC Federation of 
Labour) on behalf of Labour; and Archbishop Michael 
Miller (Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver) and 
Bishop Melissa Skelton (Anglican Diocese of New West-
minster) on behalf of Faith, presented thoughtful addresses 
and were well-received. 

When it was Jim Sinclair’s turn to speak he was greeted 
with enthusiastic applause. As the applause subsided, he 
said, “What it takes to change the world is in this room 
tonight.” He went on to say that the Labour Movement 
should not isolate itself, “the Labour Movement is about 
being part of the whole world.”

During his address, Archbishop Miller reminded those 
present that March 19th, 2014, was the first anniversary 
of the Inauguration of Pope Francis. He then went on to 
explain that even though it may seem difficult for groups 
from such different backgrounds to work together, all 
Christians are called to do the work of compassionate ser-
vice, caring for each other as Jesus Christ taught us. 

Responding to Archbishop Miller was Bishop Melissa 
Skelton. It is fairly unusual for an Anglican Bishop and 
a Roman Catholic Archbishop to share a platform, so 
unusual in fact that Vancouver Sun columnist, Douglas 
Todd blogged about it during the afternoon of March 19th. 

Metro Vancouver Alliance Founding Assembly
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Lead Organizer of MVA, Deborah Littman. The Veteran and the “New Kid,” Jim Sinclair and Bishop Melissa.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
compiled by Anglican Archivist Melanie Delva

pONTIuS’ puDDLE by Joel Kauffmann

40 years • 1974 A 20-year-old Synod Office employee is baptized at the Synod Office. 

35 years • 1979 Fire breaks out at St. Andrew, Langley. The building is considered a “total loss.”

30 years • 1984 Social issues — from loneliness to the plight of farm workers and human  
 rights — dominate the 1984 Diocesan Synod.

LEFT The Rev. Michael Batten of St. Thomas’s welcomes media reps. RIGHT Erin Kenny, the spokesperson for the St. James’  Anglican Church Social Justice Group speaks during 
the MVA Institutional Roll Call. Over 40 organizations announced their presence and support.

Up until her Consecration and Installation on March 1st, 
2014, Bishop Melissa, an American, had for the past nine 
years been in ministry in Seattle. Although that Pacific 
Northwest City is only 230 kilometres south of Vancouver 
it is in a different country and although one could argue 
that things are generally similar in the US and Canada, 
they are however two very different environments when it 
comes to politics and social policy. When Bishop Melissa 
came up to the microphone she said that she was in her 

“second week on the job” and admitted to being “bowled 
over” by what she had heard and experienced that evening 
at the MVA Founding Assembly. She also said while smiling 
broadly and looking out at the 600, “I am the new kid on 
the block and this is the block I want to live on.” Bishop 
Melissa is a skilled leadership trainer and for much of her 
career in ministry and in business she has utilized those 
skills. As a trainer and facilitator what impressed her a great 
deal is that the MVA organizing and building is being done 

“smart” with proper leadership training offered in advance of 
moving forward with the work. Bishop Melissa also made 
reference to the section of our Baptismal Covenant when 
we pledge to strive for justice and peace for all people; 
work to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation; and 
respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth.

Following an inspirational rendition of If I Had a 
Hammer performed by the St. James’ Community Music 
School Choir it was time to move to the Listening to Our 
Communities part of the program which contained the 
MVA’s Organizing for Action Agenda. MVA’s top four issues 
are: housing, poverty, transit and isolation. Again each item 
had two speakers but this time there were two civic politi-
cians present to respond: Councillor Geoff Meggs (City of 
Vancouver); and Mayor Darrell Mussatto (City of North 
Vancouver). Everyone spoke passionately about his or her 
issue. All four of these issues are of tremendous concern 
but the cruel reality of the housing situation for those 
of modest or marginal means in Vancouver is at a crisis 
point. MVA can be a tremendous opportunity to refocus 
the housing debate and work to alleviate the plight of vast 
numbers of working people who live in overcrowded and 
expensive conditions. 

The Rev. Jeremy Bell, Executive Minister, Canadian 
Baptists of Western Canada when speaking about the issue 
of Poverty, said that the foundation of what is being built 
today could be attributed to the work of an Anglican, May 

The delegates and guests fill out pledge forms and stand to show their commitment 
to the growth of MVA. In the centre closest to the frame, Wilna Parry and the Rev. 
Elizabeth Mathers of St. Clement’s, Lynn Valley and the North Shore Social Justice 
Working Group.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Gutteridge. And then, in reference to the aesthetic beauty 
of our natural surroundings he asked this question, “Why 
don’t we make the community as beautiful as the surround-
ings that we live in?” 

The penultimate event agenda item was a Call to Action 
as delegates and guests at the Founding Assembly were 
asked to stand in support of the MVA’s collective com-
mitment to grow, and to fill in pledge forms signifying a 

personal commitment to get involved. 
The evening ended with a reprise of the St. James’ Com-

munity Music School singing If I Had a Hammer and the 
aisles filled with swaying, clapping, delegates and guests 
joining their voices together singing the 1949 Pete Seeger 
and Lee Hays tune that remains a rallying anthem for those 
who are dedicated and committed to peace, justice and 
progressive social change “all over this land.” 

“I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere  
can have three meals a day for their bodies,  

education and culture for their minds,  
and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.  

I believe that what self-centered [people] have torn down  
other-centered [people] can build up.” 

• The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King •
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February 23rd, 2014, was the day the Canadian Men’s 
Olympic Hockey team defended their 2010 Gold Medal 
with a rather business-like 3 – 0 win over the Swedish 
Men’s team in Sochi, Russia. It was also the second day of 
a weekend that was memorable for a steady deluge of wet 
snow that by the Sunday morning had blanketed much of 
the Vancouver area. This was also the day that St. David of 
Wales, situated in East Vancouver’s Sunrise Neighbourhood 
came to the end of its 44 years of Mission and Ministry in 
a 109-year-old Church building that had previously been 
home to the parish of All Saints. According to long-time St. 
David’s Warden and parishioner, Dan Attridge, the parish 
that was All Saints, was the only parish in the building until 
St. David’s was established by the merger of All Saints and 
its “sister parish” St. Saviour’s. St. Saviour’s was located off 
Commercial Drive at Semlin and East 1st Avenue. They 
were both started as missions of St. James’. When they 
merged, the new parish name was changed to St. David of 
Wales. As Archbishop David Somerville was the Bishop at 
the time of the merger and birth of St. David’s, Dan is not 
so sure that the name choice was a coincidence, although 
there is no real evidence to support his suspicion. The 
Church building that St. Saviour’s was in is still there and 
is home to a Mandarin Church congregation, but most of 
the original furniture was brought over to All Saints at the 
time of the merger. The history of the building now located 
at 2475 Franklin Street is an interesting one and Dan’s 
favourite stories involve the moving of the Church from 
where it was first built (near Victoria Drive and Triumph 
Street) to the current location. It was done in two sections, 
rolled on logs, and pulled by teams of horses.

February 23rd, just six days before the Feast Day of 
the parish’s patron saint, Bishop David, a congregation 
of 40+ participated in the Eucharist in this venerable East 
Vancouver building that they had come to know as the 
home of their ministry for one last time. Their priest and 
leader of their shared ministry for the past nine years (as 
of March 1st, 2005), the Rev. Michael Batten would be 
starting his new appointment as Incumbent of St. Thomas, 
East Vancouver coincidentally on St. David’s Day, March 
1st. Michael was the preacher and presider at the Eucharist.

Prior to the first reading, there was a procession consist-

A Little Story or a Big Story
The Closing of the parish of St. David of Wales
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

ing of three hymns and the blessing of the Font and the 
Ambo, a prayerful beginning to this closing Eucharist that 
grounded and focused the congregation. 

Following the reading of the Gospel, Matthew 5: 
38 – 48 Michael began his sermon saying, “For years we 
have been wondering when this day would come and 
now here it is… but what is the story that we carry and 
the story that we tell… Is it a big story or a little story? 
...Well, we all have a little story but there is a big story, a 
bigger story that we touch and that touches us… the big 
story is God, and for Christians the Big Story is the birth, 
life and resurrection of Jesus Christ.” He continued his 
reflection asking the question, “What makes each of our 
lives sacred?” The answer for Michael is that our lives are 

“refracted” through the lens of the big story of God. When 
our faith is allowed to surface in the little story of our lives, 
we are linked and connected.

“So what story do we want to tell, big story — little 
story?”

Everything in the Church community experience 
including the Church Buildings, the Parish family and 
worship are all the little stories that connect us all and what 
ultimately connect us to the big story. As the St. David’s 
community moves on, we will all keep telling our stories. 

Churches have their own stories of birth, life, death and 
the story of any Christian Community like St. David’s is 
that it only makes sense as part of the big story.

Michael went on to examine the text of the Epistle read 
that morning (1 Corinthians 3: 10 – 11, 16 – 23). In this 
text, St. Paul is reminding the early Christians who were 
already showing distinct tendencies to fracture and move 
into factions that they, their very bodies are God’s temple. 
We matter too much to bicker and splinter over leadership. 
Michael’s summary of the reading is “You matter too much 
to sweat the small stuff.”

Michael returned to his story theme saying, “We might 
think that we have come to the end of the story.” But he 
went on to explain why this is not the end of the story, it is 
not even the end of the chapter, the closing of St. David of 
Wales is the end of one page in the big story of God. The 
story of God has many pages. Every single page counts and 

every page has a permanent place in the book and every 
page comes to an end. Now the page must be turned if the 
story is to continue. On February 23rd, 2014, a page was 
turned so that the big story can continue.

Following a prolonged and bittersweet passing of 
The Peace, the Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese of 
New Westminster, the Ven. Douglas Fenton shared fond 
memories of his experiences at St. David’s from Roast Beef 
Dinners to the Dedication of the distinctive Stations of the 
Cross Icons, painted by BC artist, Chris Woods. Addressing 
the congregation, Archdeacon Fenton encouraged those 
present to continue their ministry in a new place.

Prior to the Eucharist, Christina Ray a current member 
of St. David’s Parish Council extended thanks from the Par-
ish to elders in the faith community who have “sustained 
this place.” She invited the elders present: Andy Hattrick, 
Joann Rippon, Betty and Kelly Mah, Dan Attridge and in 
absentia, Gladys Jones and Lillia and Norman Pimm to 
gather in the area at the front of the nave by the chancel 
steps where they were recognized for their contributions 
to the mission and ministry of the Parish. 

After dismissal, those gathered went down to the hall 
to enjoy a meal together and share some memories, some 
emotions and their hopes for what will be printed on the 
next page of the story. 

Following a decision made in mid-March, the Parish of 
St. Thomas is delighted to announce that the new home 
for the Chris Wood’s Stations of the Cross icons will be in 
a newly renovated Labyrinth room at that Church’s East 
Vancouver location (2444 East 41st Avenue). 

Although St. David’s is closing as a worshipping com-
munity, the Church building is still a worship site of the 
Diocese of New Westminster and will be managed by 
the Diocese of New Westminster. Diocesan Council will 
make decisions about the future use or re-purposing of 
the property located at 2475 Franklin Street. For the time 
being, Kiwassa – St. David Preschool and Nisga’a Ts’amiks 
Vancouver Society will continue to use the premises. The 
Diocese of New Westminster on St. David’s behalf will 
continue to welcome community groups who use the 
premises regularly. 

LEFT The Rev. Michael Batten blesses the Ambo during the Procession at the beginning of worship. 2ND FROM LEFT TOP The Parish of St. David of Wales passes The Peace.  
2ND FROM LEFT BOTTOM The Rev. Michael Batten listens as Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese, the Ven. Douglas Fenton, offers a few words. 2ND FROM RIGHT Dan Attridge. RIGHT One of the Chris Wood’s Stations of the Cross paintings.

LEFT Extending thanks to the Parish Elders: (left to right) Andy Hattrick, Joann Rippon, Christina Ray, Betty and Kelly Mah and Dan Attridge. Unable to attend were Gladys Jones and Lillian and Norman Pimm.  
RIGHT The Rev. Michael Batten offers the Eucharistic Prayer for the last time as Rector of St. David of Wales.
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We Have a Lot of Work to Do
Clergy Morning • March 19th, 2014
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

 The first Clergy Morning called by Bishop Melissa Skelton 
was scheduled for 10 am to 12:30 pm in the Parish Hall of 
St. Matthias – St. Luke on Wednesday, March 19th, 2014.

At 8:30 am, Bishop Melissa, assisted by Synod Staff, set 
up 65 chairs in two groups of 30+ facing across from one 
another in anticipation of that number of attendees, but 
many more clergy, both retired and active, from around 

the diocese arrived on that rainy morning. In fact, more 
than 100 attended the Clergy Morning.

The Bishop opened the morning with worship. The 
Gospel, read by the Rev. Louie Engnan of St. Michael’s, 
Surrey, was the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13: 1 – 23) 
and this set the tone perfectly for the morning gathering.

In a “shared homily” (a homily begun in this case by 

LEFT TOP Bishop Melissa presents an overview of the flow for the  
Morning Prayer liturgy.  
LEFT MIDDLE The Rev. Fr. Mark Greenaway-Robbins, Incumbent of St. James’  
speaks with the Rev. Jeremy Clark-King, Incumbent of St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale and  
the Ven. Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Archdeacon of Burrard and Cathedral Vicar. 
LEFT BOTTOM The clergy of the diocese in small group discussions. 

RIGHT The Rev. Fr. Louie Engnan of St. Michael’s, Surrey reads the Gospel. 

PHOTOS Randy Murray

the Bishop and then contributed to by others) the group 
explored the following:

• Parish ministry is all of those things described in the Gospel, 
rocky, thorny, and rich. 

• The casting the seed was experienced as clergy offered  
 communion to all who were present at the Consecration  
 and Installation, March 1st, 2014.

• Meadows and trees in this part of the world were not  
 planted by anyone and are nourished and sustained by  
 the gift of water.

• Nature — compost and the earth itself generates heat. We  
 need to be good stewards of the heat that is generated.

• The seed we sow gives light beyond its location, it is broad  
 in reach.

• Each of the places in the parable — rocky, thorny, smooth  
 — are rich in blessings.

• When I grew up we had to plow before planting. A fresh  
 vision, and fresh mission will “plow” the soil for us and allow  
 the seed to germinate. 

• It is very easy to veer off and plant something less; the seed  
 we are to plant is Jesus Christ.

• It is during the dying off phase where new seedlings can  
 spring and that is true of organizations where the old is  
 dying off and the new begins to flourish.

Following worship, Bishop Melissa asked that the clergy 
turn their chairs and face the presentation area. After being 
informed that there were 103 clergy present (four more 
arrived later) Bishop Melissa said, “103, well this is the 
most that we will ever have at a clergy gathering,” which 
produced sustained laughter and some applause.

Bishop Melissa then outlined how the learning and shar-
ing would take place: Sheets were passed out with questions. 
The answers given are for Bishop Melissa’s information but 
the data gathered may be shared. The clergy were given the 
option of putting their names on the sheets or remaining 
anonymous. These were the four questions:

 1. What’s on your mind and heart as we start this work  
  together? 
 2. At this time what do you most need from me as your Bishop; 
  for you are the leaders of the diocese, you are the people  
  who most affect the outcome?
 3. What 2 or 3 things should be the focus of diocesan energy?
 4. What questions do you have of me? you can ask anything.  
  It can be of a personal nature, it can be regarding a position  
  that the Bishop may have on any issue. anything.

After 10 minutes of filling out the sheets, the Bishop asked 
the clergy to form groups of two or three and respond to 
the questions. The room erupted into several dozen enthu-
siastic discussions. 

Following the small group discussions there was a 
time for the plenary to respond. While the responses were 
given, the Rev. Marnie Peterson and the Rev. Eileen Nurse 
recorded the responses on flipchart paper. 

This was followed by a 15-minute break. During the 
break the Bishop reviewed the questions/issues collected in 
the plenary session and after the break addressed some of 
the topics generated. Some of her comments were:

• “For me, our task is not so much branding as it is rediscovering  
 our deep identity and communicating it anew to ourselves  
 and others.”

• “I very much want to help this diocese become a learning  
 diocese.”

• “I like experiments, I like learning as we go.”
• “I want to be pastorally involved with you. If you are going to  
 have surgery, chemotherapy, pregnancy, you are going to  
 adopt, I want to be there.”

• “If something happens to you or your parish (a flood), I want  
 to know about it. I check my emails and will find ways to be in  
 touch with you.”

• “The purpose of the parish is to gather people in to prepare  
 them for the work of compassion, justice, peace, reconciliation  
 in the world.”

• “I’m all about membership growth — that grows out of who  
 we are, not out of who we aren’t.”

• “My energy is about resourcing parishes to be all that they  
 can be.”

• “Three things to keep you healthy in your role as clergy leading  
 congregations: a therapist, a spiritual director and someone  
 who can be a resource on organizational issues.”

• “I’m not going to get on a lot of ‘boards’ , that’s not the  
 work I’ve been called to do. From what I understand we have  
 seven years together and we have a lot of work to do.” 

“…103, well this is the most  
that we will ever have  

at a clergy gathering…”
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The Consecration & Installation  
of Melissa Skelton 

1. After robing, five clergy (The Rev’s: Dale Yardy, Neil 
Fernyhough, Chris Dierkes, Vivian Lam and Ka Hyun 
MacKenzie Shin) pose for the photographer on the VCC 
plaza before the procession. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

2. Helen Cheung, Warden at St. Matthias – St. Luke 
on left with Christ Church Cathedral’s Carol Cooke 
organizing some of the 125+ dozen treats donated for 
the post Consecration and Installation Reception on 
March 1st. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

3. At 12 noon the bus from Seattle filled with Bishop 
Melissa’s friends arrives. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

3.

5.

6. 7.

1.

More Photos from the Consecration and Installation of Melissa Skelton on March 1st, 2014.

More than 1,800 photographs of the March 1st Consecration and Installation have been 
filed with the Communications Office of the Diocese of New Westminster. It is rumoured 
that there are probably another 3,000 or 4,000 photos out and about. Folks that saw the 
layout of the April 2014 issue really enjoyed the 60+ images prepared for that publication 
so we thought we would include a few more here in the May issue. ENJOY! • Editor

4. By 12:15 pm Exhibition Hall – East C is staring to fill 
up. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

5. Seattle folks pose for a memorable shot. PHOTO 
Bayne Stanley

6. The Bishop-elect chats with the Archdeacons prior to 
the procession. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

7. Father Hrant Tahanian from the Armenian Orthodox 
Church, behind him is Father Richard Soo of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

4.2.
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10. At 1 pm, Dean Peter Elliott welcomed everyone. 
He said, “I love it when Anglicans have fun!”  
PHOTO Bayne Stanley

11. The Main Procession reaches the platform.  
PHOTO Bayne Stanley

12. Christ Church Cathedral Soprano Soloist, Anna 
Collins. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

13. Filling the Font. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

14. Percussion support for the Gradual Hymn.  
PHOTO Bayne Stanley 

8. In the Front Row: the Dean, Archdeacons and 
Regional Deans of the Diocese. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

9. Father Bruce McAllister, Chancellor of the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver and Father 
Joseph Nguyen, Vicar-General of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Vancouver. Behind Father McAllister 
is Father Martin Lotho of the Old Catholic Church and 
behind Father Nguyen is Donna Wong-Juliani of the 
Ecumenical Multi-Faith Unit of the Diocese of New 
Westminster. PHOTO Bayne Stanley 

8.

9.

54.

11.

12.

13.

14.

10.
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The Consecration & Installation  
of Melissa Skelton 

15. The newly ordained Bishop receives the Bible 
from the Metropolitan. PHOTO John Zuk

16. The Metropolitan presents the newly  
ordained Bishop to the 1500+ gathered.  
PHOTO Sandra Vander Schaaf

17. Preparing the Procession to leave the VCC 
Exhibition Hall. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

18. Kerry Baisley, ODNW, assists the Rt. Rev. Michael 
Ingham as he signs beside his seal on the official 
list of Bishops who participated in the consecration. 
PHOTO Bayne Stanley

19 –20. The Dean leads the procession with  
the Nisga’a drummers and dancers behind.  
PHOTO Bayne Stanley

21. Some incense thanks to the folks from St. James’. 
PHOTO Bayne Stanley

22. With the Dean leading, the procession is almost 
there. PHOTO John Zuk

23. The Primate arrives. PHOTO John Zuk

24. The Bishop in her robes enters the Christ Church 
Cathedral Plaza area. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

25. Another view of the passing of the crosier.  
PHOTO John Zuk

26. The Closing Hymn. PHOTO John Zuk
15.

17.16.

18. 19.

20.

21.
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26.

25.24.

22. 23.



MAY 2014 10

Under the leadership of the Rt. Rev. Griselda Delgado de 
Carpio, the Episcopal Church of Cuba is moving forward 
with faith. So discovered the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, Pri-
mate of the Anglican Church of Canada (ACC); Michael 
Thompson, General Secretary; Dr. Andrea Mann, Director 
of Global Relations; the Rt. Rev. Michael Bird, Diocese 
of Niagara (which is in a companionship relationship with 
Cuba); the Rev. Bill Mous, Niagara Director of Justice, 
Community and Global Ministry; and the Rev’s Ed and 
Kay Schmitt, retired clergy of the Diocese of New West-
minster. The Canadian group was attending the annual 
Synod Meeting of the Episcopal Church of Cuba, February 
14th to 25th, 2014. Ed Schmitt brought greetings to the 
Cuban Church from then — Diocese of New Westminster 
Administrator, Peter Elliott.

The Anglican Church of Canada has offered support to 
the Episcopal Church of Cuba since the embargo imposed 
by the US government in 1960 severed the relationship 
between the Cuban and the USA Churches. Through the 
Most Rev. Ted Scott, the Metropolitan Council was formed 

Cuban Church on Cusp of Hope
A Trip Diary • February 15th to 24th, 2014
KaTHLEEn SCHMITT
Retired Priest of the Diocese of New Westminster, Vancouver

to continue to link the Cuban Church both politically and 
spiritually to the Anglican Communion and provide sup-
port in vital ways that has continued over the years.

Many parish Churches have branched into farming, 
especially in the rural areas, with safe-food gardens that 
provide parish families with food and a bit left over to sell 
in order to resource the parish. In all cases, members will 
give food to those in need, or sell at a very low price. They 
also raise pigs and in one location have a process to make 
pressed ham logs.

One of the more ambitious projects is the development 
of a diocesan camp, Campamento Blankenship, where 
Anglican youth and other groups will come for educa-
tion and workshops. In the first stage the Diocese will 
construct a central building and campers will tent. The 
Church will then build dormitories for the students. This 
centre is located in the midst of a beautiful wide field that 
workers have cleared by using oxen to plough and clear 
the bush. In another field across a small river they have 
planted a garden with black beans, corn, bananas and other 

Members of the Canadian Delegation including; Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Bishop Michel Bird, the Rev. Bill Mous and Archdeacon Michael Thompson explore the youth centre in Bolondron. PHOTO Ed Schmitt

vegetables. Fruit trees: mango, guava, mamey, avocadoes, 
almond, orange and lemon — abound. The food will be 
used to feed students and staff at the centre. The second 
Bishop of Cuba, who died in 1975, donated the land and 
the camp is named after him.

Members of Iglesiade El Calvario in a suburb of Havana, 
with help from Presbyterians in Britain, have constructed 
a $90,000 building of ample size, with balconies all 
around, meeting rooms, and space for a sports field outside. 
Recently members have met in a small room for worship 
while they awaited the completion of the building. The Rev. 
Ivan Gonzáles and his daughter Damaris described the plan 
to open this building to the community as a social centre 
and as a witness of Christ’s love for all, gaining much local 
enthusiasm. Engineer Imanuel Cuervo acts as Contractor 
for the project.

One custom in the Cuban Church is the celebration 
of St. Valentine’s Day, not just as a romantic event but as a

LEFT The Rev. Bill Mous, Diocese of Niagara and Dr. Andrea Mann, Director of Global Relations for the Anglican Church of Canada. RIGHT At Campamento Blankenship, oxen are used to clear the brush and prepare the land. PHOTOS Ed Schmitt

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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A view of the garden in Itabo. PHOTO Ed Schmitt

demonstration of love through the giving of small practical 
gifts such as shampoo and laundry soap one to another so 
that every person present receives a token of God’s love. 
On the Sunday nearest February 14th, the priest gave a 
sermon based on I Corinthians 13 in which he told a story 
of an infant who after being pronounced dead was placed 
on his mother’s breast. A while later, the baby revived and 
was well, demonstrating the power of love.

The Canadian group visited the retired Bishop Miguel 
Tamayo in Cuatro Esquinas (Four Corners). At the Cuatro 
Esquinas rectory, the cooking stove is fueled with methane 
gas derived from pig manure, using the final waste product 
to fertilize a vegetable garden. Other projects there include a 
sesame oil extraction project, the nearby “ham factory” and 
a women’s sewing group that makes much-needed clothing 
for the poor and elderly. Priest Carlos Alberto Tamaya (son 
of the former Bishop) has developed a farm from a very 
few cattle to a herd now numbering 108. The cattle are 
used for both dairy and beef to support the Church and its 
work. Churches overseen by the younger Tamayo are San 
Pedro Apóstal, Cristo Rey and La Trinidad de los Arabes.

In Itabo, members of St. Mary the Virgin Parish with 
their former priest Griselda Delgado and the current priest 
ordinand Gerardo Logildes Coroas have developed an 
extensive farm which will help feed parishioners and pro-
vide start-up money for new projects. The garden includes: 
garlic, tomatoes, beets, squash, sweet potatoes and other 
vegetables depending on the season. They also raise pigs 
and chickens. Extensive flower and other gardens set in 
circles of stone surround a building that hosts meetings 
and includes dormitories 

This parish built a new Church building in nearby 
Favorita, completed in one month. While not large, the 
building of St. Maria Magdalena is tastefully decorated and 
an attractive place of worship.

The rectory of El Buen Pastor (Guira) and San Pablo 
(Bolondron), constructed in 1920, has been renovated. 
The house which was rented at the time of the National 
Revolution was awarded to the Episcopal Church as 
property. The Rev. Andrei Diaz Dorta related that in this 
remote town, employment is difficult to find, resulting in 
alcoholism and suicides. There are few resources to care for 
those who are suffering. Dr. Jose Ortiz, a psychiatrist, comes 
once a month from Havana for clinics. We were grateful 
to Marcela Martin Delgado and others of the household 
who provided an ample Cuban feast for us.

San Pablo, a Church built of wood in 1899 and restored 
in 1992, has been refurbished with new paint. New front 
steps have replaced the old, and a ramp for wheelchairs is 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

underway. The congregation grows vegetables on part of 
the property, and there are a number of fruit trees growing 
in a flower garden for prayer and meditation. Inside the 
Church, members proudly show the memorial plaque dedi-
cated to the Rev. Emilio Planes, the first black priest who 
was ordained in the diocese. The youth group prepares and 
offers the needed nourishment of breakfast for all before 
the Sunday service. This group meets on a regular basis in 
an outside grass-roofed patio.

The Seminary in Matanzas offered the Canadian group a 
tour led by the Rev. Ivan Gonzáles who is also the Assistant 
Director at the school. The tour included the school library, 
the seminary chapel, the cafeteria (where we received 
refreshment), the outside of the students’ residences, and 
the classroom building. At the end of the tour, School 
Rector, the Rev. Dr. Reinerio Arce Valentin, spoke. The 
school resides on a hillside from which the beautiful vista 

of Matanzas Bay can be experienced. The ACC supports 
two chairs for professors in the school, which serves a core 
of Anglicans and Presbyterians, as well as a number of 
ecumenical students.

Also in Matanzas at Iglesia Fieles de Jesús (the Faithful 
of Jesus), the parish under the direction of the Rev. Tulia 
Sanchez, has renovated the Church and is undertaking sub-
stantial reconstruction of the auxiliary building, including 
guest rooms, a new kitchen, and the rectory. A garden is 
planned for the small patio. Many of the renovations have 
been supported financially through partner relationships 
with Episcopalian parishes in the US.

The national Synod meeting in Havana, in addition 
to regular legislative matters, addressed issues of strategic 
planning including self-esteem and how the love of Christ 
forms the nature of relationships in the Church and in the 
world. 

San Pablo, Bolondron. PHOTO Ed Schmitt
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Sixty-five years ago St. Jude’s Anglican 
home opened its doors to provide room 
and board in a Christian home for “elderly 
ladies of limited means.” Over the years, 
St. Jude’s has evolved until today it is a 
55-bed-complex care home for both men 
and women. Its legacy of providing exem-
plary care continues with knowledgeable 
and caring staff providing excellent services 
in a home-like environment. 

On Sunday, February 23rd, staff, resi-
dents and guests gathered to celebrate this 
special anniversary. Guest speaker, Dr. 
Gloria Gutman of Simon Fraser Univer-
sity (SFU), provided a thought-provoking 
presentation entitled The Age Friendly City. 
Based on an international study to deter-
mine how cities might prepare for increas-
ingly elderly populations, Dr. Gutman 

More than 30 people gathered in the Par-
ish Hall of St. Agnes’, North Vancouver on 
March 8th, 2014, for the second of three 
scheduled Stewardship & Community 
Seminars for 2014, presented by the Stew-
ardship and Gift Development Committee 
of the Diocese. The committee is chaired 
by Tony Sauder of St. Catherine’s, Port 
Coquitlam and the staff support person is 
Glen Mitchell, the Stewardship and Gift 
Planning Director. The Rev. Stephen Muir, 
Incumbent of St. Agnes’ is also a member 
of the committee and has had significant 
input in the programming of the 2014 
Stewardship Seminars.

The March 8th morning program, from 
10 am to 1 pm focused on four parishes 
(St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale; St. Agnes, North 
Vancouver; St Chad’s, Arbutus Basin; and 
Church of the Epiphany, Surrey) sharing 
Case Studies of specific resource develop-
ment initiatives for ministry that they had 
recently undertaken and/or concluded. A 
feature of the event was a presentation by 
Doug and Carol Williams of the Anglican 
Church of the Epiphany, Surrey, sharing 
the exciting story of that faith community’s 
2013 capital campaign. The purpose of 
the campaign was to significantly source 
the funding to continue their ambitious 
plan to build a new Church to replace 
their current structure built in 1970. They 
shared information about how they had 
branded the campaign with the title, The 
Time is Now and had used a professionally 
produced promo film, multi-panel bro-
chure and comprehensive home visiting in 
order to give the campaign the best possible 

• St. Jude’s Anglican Care Home Celebrates 65 Years of Care •
SUBMISSION Isabel Wood

• Anglican Church of the Epiphany at Case Studies in Stewardship •

One of three small groups discussing a Case Study in Stewardship at St. Agnes, North Vancouver.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

Recreation and Volunteer Coordinator, Maike Kurtze, with residents Babs Moore and Ruth Irvine reading their original poem.  
PHOTO Joe Wood 

outlined how even small changes such as 
better-marked curbs can make big differ-
ences for seniors.

As a part of the celebration, several resi-
dents presented a poem they had composed 
about life at St. Jude’s. There was a silent 
auction, and time to peruse informative 
and pictorial displays. Chaplain Trudi 
Shaw prepared a display on Spiritual Care 
at St. Jude’s.

St. Jude’s Anglican Home looks forward 
to many more years of providing outstand-
ing service to men and women in their care. 
We also look forward to continued support 
and partnership provided by the Diocese 
of New Westminster, and the clergy and 
parishioners of our greater Anglican com-
munity. 

opportunity to succeed. And succeed it did. 
In a six-week campaign that took place in 
April/May of 2013, they achieved their goal 
of $500,000 in cash and pledges from the 
Epiphany membership to be collected over 
a six-year period. In that period they raised 
$523,000 in cash and pledges from an 
impressive 92% of the Epiphany members. 
These funds will be pooled with other rev-
enue sources including the proceeds from 
the sale of some property and a diocesan 
grant and loan to build a new Church over 
the next few years.

The seminar included other success 
stories and also reports of challenges as 
well as some strategies offered to succeed 
in revenue sourcing for parishes, consisting 
of helpful guidance with a firm theological 
underpinning. After each case was pre-
sented groups of 10+ were given some time 
to discuss what they had heard and report 
back their reflections and observations to 
the plenary. 

The third and final event in the Stew-
ardship & Community Seminars for 2014 
program, Narrating Budget and Stories is 
scheduled for St. Alban, Burnaby on Sat-
urday, May 3rd. 

All material from the March 8th 
workshop and other seminars in the series 
are available by visiting Glen Mitchell’s 
Stewardship and Gift Planning website for 
the Diocese of New Westminster at www.
thegoodsteward.ca. A major diocesan stew-
ardship conference is scheduled for October 
18th, 2014. For more information please 
contact Glen at gmitchell@vancouver.angli-
can.ca or call 604.684.6306 ext. 218. 

Chris Norman, St. Jude’s Administrator, giving opening remarks. PHOTO Joe Wood

The Rev. Michael Fuller, rector of St. John, Shaughnessy and St. Jude’s Board Member, leading an opening prayer.  
PHOTO Joe Wood

Carol Williams holds up The Time is Now pledge card while husband and co-chair of the Church of the Epiphany capital campaign, 
Doug Williams looks on. PHOTO Randy Murray

“The seminar included…  
reports of challenges as well as some strategies offered  

to succeed in revenue sourcing for parishes,  
consisting of helpful guidance  

with a firm theological underpinning.”
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 LOCATION Holy Cross  
  Japanese Canadian  
  anglican Church
  4580 Walden Street  
  (One block East of  
  Main & 30th Avenue),  
  Vancouver
 DATE Saturday, May 10th, 2014
 TIME 12 noon to 2:30pm 
 LUNCH Curry Rice and Chow Mein

Enjoy Chiarashi Sushi, Home Baking, 
Manju and Kimuchi. All are welcome. 
Hope to see you there.

For more information phone 604.879.1344 
or email holycrossanglican@hotmail.com or 
check out the Holy Cross Japanese Cana-
dian Anglican Church Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/hcjcac 

 LOCATION St. Catherine’s  
  anglican Church 
  Prairie avenue & Shaughnessy  
  Street, Port Coquitlam 
 DATE Saturday, May 31st, 2014
 TIME 7 pm to 10 pm
 PRICE Tickets $20  
  (no tickets at door) 
  Includes appetizers &  
  refreshments.

Tickets available by contacting the 
Church Office (no tickets at the door) at 
604.942.9812 or by email at office@stcath-
erineschurch.ca. 

• Bazaar & Garage Sale •

• Silent Auction •

AROuND THE DIOCESE
The concert held at Holy Trinity, New 
Westminster hosted by the Rev. Dale Yardy 
and the Parish on March 8th with Cathy 
AJ Hardy & band was a magical evening of 
music. Approximately 150 people from all 
over the Greater Vancouver area attended, 
including women from Monarch Place, a 
transition house in New Westminster, who 
were in attendance as guests.

Augmented by an incredibly talented 
six-member band as well as 12-year-old 
Rebecca Sichon who joined in for 3 songs, 
Cathy sang her original songs and told 
stories from her soul journey. Perhaps the 
evening is best expressed through the voice 
of one concertgoer:

“Cathy, I want to say a big Thank you to you for the 
concert we attended in new West. your songs 
are with me during the day and I wake up with 
them on my heart in the morning. I was so struck 
with not only the musicianship of your music but 
the truth of your music. you demonstrated to us 
throughout your “performance” what standing 
in your truth looks like. It seems that we wear 
so many hats, or take on so many roles, that we 
forget who we actually are. Way down deep, at 
our core, it has been hard for me to get words 
around how profoundly the experience affected 
me. I don’t know what your journey has been to 

As of this writing in late March, there are 
two Inductions planned. Bishop Melissa 
installed the Rev. Michael Batten as rector 
of St. Thomas, East Vancouver on April 
9th, 2014, and the following evening April 
10th she installed the Rev. Luisito (Louie) 
Engnan as rector of St. Michael’s, Surrey. 

The 115th Synod of the Diocese of New 
Westminster is scheduled to take place May 
23rd and 24th again in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Italian Cultural Centre (3075 Slocan 
Street) in East Vancouver. The theme pro-
posed by Bishop Melissa Skelton is Always 
We Begin Again. 

With gratitude to the City of Richmond 
and the Extreme Weather Shelter, St. Alban 
Richmond’s Drop-in Centre is now able 
to provide a shower health care service to 
persons who are experiencing homelessness. 
There is a need to establish a roster of six 
to ten volunteers per Saturday morning 
from 7:30 am to 9:30 am. Service includes: 
welcome and care of belongings, shower 
program (safety of guest, toiletries, clean 
clothing) and breakfast. Volunteers will 

• Cathy AJ Hardy Concert at Holy Trinity, New Westminster •

• Clergy News from Around the Diocese •

• Diocesan Synod 2014 •

• Cleanliness is… •

LEFT The Rev. Michael Batten at the MVA Founding Assembly 
on March 19th, 2014. PHOTO Randy Murray

MIDDLE The Rev. Luisito (Louie) Engnan robing for the 
Consecration on March 1st, 2014. PHOTO Bayne Stanley

RIGHT The Rev. Stephen Laskey.  
PHOTO Courtesy of St. Helen’s, Surrey

TOP Cathy and the band. BOTTOM Cathy hits a high note. 
PHOTOS Darrell Lecorre

June 25 - 29   [cortes Island]

Merton & cohen
donald Grayston, Phd

Activate your inner trickster through the 
songs and poetry of Leonard Cohen and  
Thomas Merton. Both show us that great 
things can be accomplished through creative 
mischief.
 
donald Grayston, Phd, is former director of the 

SFU Institute for the Humanities, Merton scholar, and awe-struck  
admirer of Cohen. donaldgrayston.ca

tuItIon: $495 CDN / 4 nights  
All inclusive accommodations and meals charged separately.

Learn . Explore . Discover

hollyhock
2014

800-933-6339 x 232 cortes Island & Vancouver, Bc

iNfo+regisTrATioN hollyhock.ca

canada’s lIfelonG 

    learnInG centre

receive excellent training to equip them 
for this ministry. The first shower guest 
from the Extreme Weather Shelter spoke 
of being restored in dignity. Please consider 
these several hours as an invaluable gift to 
someone. For more information and train-
ing please contact Sister Cecilia by phone at 
604.272.4779 or by email at hudec@telus.
net or contact the Rev. Margaret by phone 
at 604.278.2770 or by email at margaret-
cornish@stalbansrichmond.com. 

Coverage of the two inductions will be 
presented on the diocesan website soon after 
the liturgies take place and there will be 
full coverage of these Celebrations of New 
Ministry in the June issue of Topic. 

The Parish of St. Helen, Surrey, with 
the Bishop's concurrence, has invited the 

Rev. Stephen Laskey, currently rector of 
Christ Church, Dartmouth, to be their 
next Incumbent. Stephen will begin on 
July 15th, 2014. A date of induction will 
be determined in due course. 

bring you to this place of sharing such truth, but it 
was like a lesson in watching someone commune 
with the Spirit, having the Spirit move through 
you to bless and instruct us.”

Cathy is looking to partner with other par-
ishes that would like to create an evening 
concert in their community. If interested, 
please contact her at cathyajhardy@shaw.
ca. 
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OpINION

They want to be part of a close-knit community.
This, first and foremost, represents the 
greatest value of Church for Christians. It’s 
not so much worship, because we can do 
that anywhere. Worship is not just singing 
songs, but more about trying to cultivate a 
spirit of awe and gratitude on a daily, even 
momentary basis. The real appeal of Church 
is all about community.

They want to encounter the sacred.
This has always been true; many want to 
see God, to look straight at God and be 
enthused. There is something to be said 
for stepping into a place that is set aside, a 
place where people gather to be Christ to 
one another.

They want to get better at this whole faith thing.
Doubt comes naturally to most people. The 
faith thing, though, takes some work. Being 
part of a life-giving Church community 
could help them be better at faith.

They feel guilty if they don’t go.
Even just a little??

And five reasons why they (often) don’t…
1. They are too tired.
Okay, I know people with babies go to 
Church, but sleep has become a drug, and 

lots of people become addicted.

2. They have unrealized, high expectations.
They want a Church that welcomes abso-
lutely anyone — in practice, not just talk-
ing about it. They want a Church where 
women are actively involved on every level, 
including leadership. They want a Church 
that loves children and doesn’t believe they 
should be seen and not heard. They do 
not want same-sex issues to dominate, just 
accepted.

They want a Church that welcomes a 
spirit of questioning, rather than imposing 
a spirit of certainty. They want a Church 
like the bar Cheers, where everyone knows 
everyone’s name. 

3. They are introverted.
Going to Church can be really hard if you’re 
introverted. And Church hunting is a com-
plete nightmare. 

4. They are tired of feeling guilty.
This might seem paradoxical, but feeling 
guilty for not going to Church is another 
reason why, on principle, they don’t make 
themselves go. 

5. They are not sure they need it.
This is scary to say out loud. But this is a 

To Go or Not To Go (To Church)
Why people come to Church, but maybe not able to articulate it
MICHaEL FuLLER
Incumbent, St. John’s, Shaughnessy

question people struggle with — do I need 
Church? Many are simply looking for a 
little Church that is a healing place, a place 
for doubters, mystics, and introverts, for 
nomads of the soul.

So what’s the theological (religious) 
thinking about going to Church? 

Well, we believe, as the Bible teaches, 
that the Church is the Body of Christ — not 
just the symbol of Christ or the sign of the 
Body of Christ, but the Body of Christ. It’s 
like Christ is still alive on earth — but his 
body is now in the form of his body, the 
Church.

Furthermore, it is in the Body of Christ, 
the Church, that we receive the Body of 
Christ, which is the bread and wine trans-
formed by faith into the Body of Christ. 

So you can’t really love Christ unless 
you meet Christ and you can’t meet Christ 
if you don’t meet with his Body on earth, 
which is the Church and you can’t receive 
the Body of Christ in Communion unless 
you go to Church. 

You can’t do that yourself. 
You have to have a priest and the liturgy 

and all the stuff you can only get in Church. 
That’s why it’s not good enough to say you 
can stay home and pray and love Jesus by 

reading the Bible, and that’s why we, acting 
upon Scripture* think it’s a sin not to go to 
Church because Jesus is there in his Body 
and Blood and why would you stay away 
if he is there waiting for you? Not to go to 
Church is not to meet Jesus, on purpose. 
See what I mean?

*Let’s see how inventive we can be in encourag-
ing love and helping out, not avoiding wor-
shiping together as some do but encouraging 
each other, especially as we see the big Day 
approaching; Hebrews 10: 25 

The Rev. Fr. Michael Fuller.

AROuND THE DIOCESE

I am delighted to announce our follow up 
from last year concerning Back to Church 
Sunday. This year the designated date is 
September 14th and it is hoped that this 
might be a Diocesan-wide event, with all 
parishes participating, as they are able. 

In order to prepare ourselves for this 
most exciting outreach event, Michael Har-
vey the founder of the initiative, will visit us 
to assist us in the preparation. Those who 
came to last year’s preparation session will 
know Michael to be a lively, charismatic, 
deeply committed Christian, full of vigour 
and enthusiasm for the Gospel, and in spite 
of that, deeply Anglican. 

This initiative could be really important 
in enabling each of us to become, not just 
welcoming, but ‘invitational’; it could, as 
it did at All Saints, Burnaby mark a turn-
around in Church attendance and influence 
the future of their Church!

There are two days of preparation. The 
venues have been chosen to ensure that as 
far as possible we move around the diocese 
and do not always require those in outlying 
areas to be the ones who have to do all the 
travelling!

Friday, June 6th: Creating a Culture of Invitation 
This meeting is intended for Synod Office 
staff engaged in Mission, Ministry, Com-
munication and Stewardship and ordained 
personnel at all levels from Bishops to 
Deacons. The venue is Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral, New Westminster and subject to final 
confirmation will begin with registration at 
9:30 am. Refreshments and a light lunch 
will be provided.

The aim of the clergy workshop is to 
develop a number of strategies and create 
some new ways of measuring outcomes. 
This is in addition to the day we held last 
year with Michael Harvey and will attempt 
to address the following:

• We will learn how to produce a unique  
 mission field for our Churches at any  
 given time.

• Back to Church Sunday’s Michael Harvey to Visit Diocese of New Westminster! •
SUBMISSION Michael Fuller

LEFT The full house at St. Dunstan’s very much enjoyed Michael Harvey. RIGHT Michael Harvey presenting at Unlocking the Growth at St. Dunstan’s. PHOTOS Randy Murray

On the Big Consecration Planning Thank-
You page, page 8 of the April Topic, we left 
out the Reception Planning Team.

Many thanks to the Reception Planning 
Team of Helen Cheung, Warden at St. Mat-
thias – St. Luke and to Keith Wagschal, the 
Building Administrator of Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

We apologize for this omission.

• Errata •

LEFT Helen Cheung. PHOTO Bayne Stanley 
RIGHT Keith Wagschal. PHOTO Wayne Chose

• We will be given tools to identify distorted  
 thinking in our Churches. 

• We will discover the creative power of fear. 
• We will find and name what lies hidden in the  
 soul hindering mission and discipleship. 

• We will receive a number of emotional mental 
 and physical strategies to become invitational.

• We can be working on our Church plan of  
 action as we continue on during the day. 

• New metrics will be explored in order to  
 measure new key indicators on becoming  
 a culture of invitation.

Who should attend?
All engaged in Church leadership from 

Bishops to youth workers to building 
administrators. 

Saturday, June 7th: Inviting People to Stay
This would be an open meeting following 
on from the meeting last year where we 
tried to move from the idea of welcoming 
to being an invitational people, who are 
prepared to be proactive. What happens 
once we get them into Church? 

This meeting will be held at St. Mat-
thew's, Abbotsford and will begin at 9:30 
am (time to be confirmed). This would be 
a great opportunity to encourage as many 
Church members as possible to attend and 
make it a fun day! Refreshments and a light 
lunch will be provided and there will be a 
registration fee of $15. Stay tuned to the 
Back to Church Sunday Page (http://bit.
ly/1pBKlkg) on the diocesan website for 
more details about this event. 

“The aim of the clergy workshop  
is to develop a number  

of strategies and  
create some new ways of  
measuring outcomes.”
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bickered, often they totally disagreed with 
how you did things and there was always 
that one weird uncle. However, they were 
united by mutual love and shared ties that 
allowed them to work through their differ-
ences. What an amazing family we belong 
to here in New Westminster; when our 
voices swelled in song and our heads bowed 
in prayer, we became greater than ourselves. 
What else could we accomplish together? 
How can we better communicate with each 
other? Let’s not wait another twenty years 
to remind ourselves of our extended family. 
Let’s plan what we want to do next.

We now have a supremely energetic 
Bishop with an enviable resumé heading 
this diocese. There’s a lot of excitement. 
However, Bishop Melissa can’t do every-
thing by herself. We all need to work 
together to plot our next steps forward; this 
happens just as much on the level of the par-
ish Church as it does in the diocesan offices. 
We have consecrated Melissa Skelton as our 
Bishop in the Church of God, but we need 
to now consecrate ourselves to our vocation. 
God has put us here in this place and it is 

“We were a kind of 
demonstration; not a protest  

but the physical manifestation  
of God’s love for the world  
right here in Vancouver.”

OpINION
What Kind of people Do We Want to Be?
andREW HaLLaday
Priest-in-Charge, St. Augustine’s, Marpole;  
Youth Ministry Coordinator, North Vancouver Regional Council

I’ve been reflecting a lot on what it means 
for a Church to be welcoming or hospitable. 
I wonder about the difference between a 
congregation’s desire to include every single 
kind of person on earth, and a congrega-
tion’s reality that who you are might not 
be attractive to every single kind of person 
on earth (and that’s ok!). How much is the 
Church’s desire to be welcoming based on 
its members need to be loved rather than to 
love? How much is the Church’s desire to 
be hospitable based on its members need to 
recapture an identity they once had — full 
of young families — rather than facing up to 
the reality of a current but equally beautiful 
and beloved-of-God identity?

Changes in a Church are often laid at 
the feet of a particular person, often though 
not always the incumbent or priest-in-
charge. When congregations go through 
change, especially a negative or stressful one, 
there is a desire to lay the blame for what 
is happening at someone’s feet. If only that 
person were different, we say, this change 
wouldn’t be happening and we wouldn’t be 
hurting. We must get rid of that person, we 
say, and then we won’t be hurt any more.

I wonder what would happen if our 
congregations stopped worrying so much 
about the change that is happening. I 
wonder what would happen if we stopped 
wondering if we were attractive to others. 
Is our self-esteem so low? Are we so defen-
sive that all we can do is push people away 
for not conforming to our standards and 
expectations while at the same time wishing 

they would love us for who we are? Are our 
imaginings about who we are so divorced 
from the realities of who we are? What 
would happen if, when we encountered the 
person or people we think are hurting us, 
we approached with curiosity and compas-
sion rather than thinking that every single 
thing being thought or said is intended to 
hurt us?

I suspect that in order to be truly wel-
coming or hospitable, a congregation has to 
have a good sense of who they are, and has 
to feel pretty good about that identity. The 
only way to have an authentic relationship 
is to be authentic. And if someone disagrees 
or doesn’t like you, that doesn’t mean there’s 
something wrong with you, or with them. 
It simply means they disagree and/or don’t 
like you. No big deal.

The Christian Church is no longer the 
dominant culture, for better or for worse. 
This is not really anybody’s fault, and may 
in fact be God’s purpose. And it doesn’t 
mean we have to stop being Christians. It 
just means that now we are Christians on 
purpose, rather than Christians by accident. 
It’s not a sign of our failure that so many 
people aren’t interested in our religion, and 
it might be, in fact, a sign of our resilience 
that we are still interested in our religion.

Do we want to be the kind of people 
who have low self-esteem, are angry, and 
who are always trying to find someone to 
blame? Or do we want to be the kind of 
people who are confident, joyful, and who 
are always trying to find someone to love? 

Andrew and young Nathan at the Consecration and Installation on March 1st, 2014, speaking with the Rev. Alisdair Smith.  
PHOTO Sandra Vander Schaaf

Demonstrating the Grace of God in Our World
A Reflection onthe Consecration and Installation of Melissa Skelton
JanE HOPE
Christ Church Cathedral

The traffic report the afternoon of March 
1st, 2014, told its own story. It warned 
listeners that there was some kind of dem-
onstration going on at Burrard and West 
Georgia, and to watch out for the snow 
that was expected any minute now. Why, 
precisely, had a bunch of people in funny 
hats had decided to march up Burrard, was 
left unexplained. Why indeed?

An Episcopal ordination hasn’t hap-
pened in the Diocese of New Westminster 
for a good, long time. Bishop Michael 
Ingham was installed in 1994, when I 
was in Sunday School and the then Rev. 
Melissa Skelton was coordinating training 
for new Bishops at the General Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York City (amongst 
the students there — Bishop Michael, of 
course). So maybe a degree of unfamiliarity 
with ancient ceremony is to be expected. 
What exactly were we doing? Or maybe, a 
bit more selfishly, what was my role, as a 
layperson of no great theological talent?

A lot had been said prior to the instal-
lation about how Bishop Melissa was so 
different from previous incumbents: the 
first female, the first American, the first to 
have such an extensive career in the private 
sector. Why couldn’t we choose someone 
already within our diocese? We could 
have — we have exceptionally gifted clergy 
in New Westminster, in case you hadn’t 
noticed — but we’re not a locked room, 
we’re a living community that is part of a 
greater world. It’s obvious that we would 
have cast a wide net.

When I was confirmed, it was explained 
to me that the diocese was the extended 
family of the Church: sometimes they 

time for us to move forward together. That 
is my role; I agreed to this when I decided 
to follow Christ. I was called into a com-
munity where I must love, listen and serve 
others so I could become more than just 
one theologically inept layperson.

Life is busy, time is short and we do not 
have enough time to accomplish everything. 
We have a full agenda. We are on the path 
of reconciliation with Aboriginal Canadi-
ans. We still have poor and broken people 
to whom we are called to minister. Our 
Churches are working to adapt in a rapidly 
evolving cultural context. It can be exhaust-
ing just to think about it. The consecration 
renewed my faith in our strength to face 
these challenges, strengthened by God and 
each other. We are not our buildings, or our 
funny hats. We are a community knitted 
together by love. 

In a way, the radio was true. We were 
a kind of demonstration; not a protest but 
the physical manifestation of God’s love 
for the world right here in Vancouver. We 
had joined together because our diocese 
was about to become a little bit bigger. 
Many of our rituals are rooted in this very 
human motivation; we baptize, we receive, 
and we share the bread and wine of the 
Eucharist. These are our ways of expressing 
external signs of inward grace. This ancient 
ceremony is a little different; it was just 
another way how Christ makes all things 
new through Him. That is how we made 
holy a cavernous room next to a Mary Kay 
convention on a snowy Vancouver after-
noon. That is how a Bishop is ordained. 
That is how we draw the circle ever wider, 
every day, demonstrating the grace of God 
in our world. 

Jane Hope (photo above) is a parishioner at 
Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver, BC. 
A cradle Anglican, she moved to Vancouver 
from Montreal three years ago. Angry letters, 
love letters and your opinions are welcome 
at jhope071@gmail.com or on Twitter at  
@jhope071.
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News & Events for Youth in the Diocese of New Westminster

YOUTH CONNECTIONS

contact • The Rev. Ruth Monette, 
 Acting Director for Mission & Ministry Development 
 rmonette@vancouver.anglican.ca  
 604.684.6306 ext. 219

youth groups •
For Parish youth Groups go to http://tinyurl.com/dnW-youth

The message is simple, and it’s one that indi-
viduals and Diocesan leaders across Western 
Canada are starting to embrace and support 
with significant financial commitments; the 
future of the Church depends on nurturing 
young people today, so that they will grow 
into taking a leadership role tomorrow.

At Sorrento Centre, one of the few 
remaining retreat facilities in Canada where 
programs and registrations are expanding, 
youth leadership development has become 
a major theme in the multi-million dollar 
Next 50 Capital Campaign launched last 
year. 

A new Winter Youth Leadership Pro-
gram, a five-year pilot program proposed 
as part of the three-year campaign to reju-
venate both the facilities and programs at 
Sorrento, has been the focus of two recent 
major donations, including one from the 
Diocese of New Westminster.

At the national level, the Ministry 

Summer Youth Program participants harvesting produce on the Sorrento Centre farm on Shuswap Lake. Youth Leadership 
Development and a unique Farming for Creation initiative are both part of the Next 50 Campaign that will revitalize the  
Centre for the next generation.

We arrived in Vancouver a few years ago with the intention 
of calling this place home. Picking up all that we had, put-
ting it in a truck and sending it across the country seemed 
altogether crazy. And yet, it seemed altogether right. 

My first move was at the end of eighth grade, an hour 
down the road to a new subdivision in a new town, attend-
ing a new school where I knew no one. Five years later, I 
did the same thing, leaving Cambridge, Ontario to spend 
four years in the limestone-shaded backdrop of Kingston. 
Each of these moves was filled with uncertainty. 

Moving has never been easy for me. For me, it’s all-out 
chaos and disruption. And yet, one of the most stabilizing 
things in the midst of such transition has been my com-
munity of faith. There have been times that transition has 

To publicly Live a Faith that 
Means Something

andREW STEPHEnS-REnnIE
Emerging Ministries Pastor, Christ Church Cathedral  

and serves on the National Anglican Church Youth Initiatives Team

happened quickly. There are others that it’s taken much 
longer. Each Church has its own character and approach 
towards welcome.

I recently had a conversation with a young person who 
had moved from the United States to Vancouver. During 
our conversation, it came out that the first thing they did 
was connect with a Church. “How else are you going to 
meet people in a brand new city?” my new friend asked.

Even still, the mainstream media is still picking up the 
Vancouver Foundation’s findings about loneliness through-
out the lower mainland and beyond. It made me wonder: is 
that a city thing, or is it just part of the way our Canadian 
culture is moving? And, if loneliness is one of the biggest 
problems in rural, suburban and urban centres, what are 
we, as the Church to do? 

I have friends who, upon moving to a new town have 
sent their kids to a local youth group — one not affiliated 
with their own Anglican Church — because the local parish 
had no place for young people. For those parents, it wasn’t 
just about the lack of a program, but about the attitude 
that parishioners have towards young people, their roles in 
the Church, and their willingness to let young people take 
leadership roles. 

Some of these friends struggle, worrying about the 
implicit theology being taught to them in other contexts. 
And yet, they are also glad for the opportunity to be having 
faith-centred conversations with their children at all. That 
local youth group, whatever its issues, is teaching young 
people to be passionate about their faith, and that it mat-
ters to how we live our lives in this world. There is a strong 
connection between prayer, action and reflection. 

This is one of the greatest challenges for our Church 
today: how do our actions (individually, and as communi-
ties of faith) reflect the good news of Jesus Christ? As much 
as we worry about others’ implicit theology, what does our 
posture towards the stranger say about our understanding 
of God’s relationship to us, and to Creation? 

Is our professed faith about more than hitting people 
over the head with our understanding of this good news? 
Is our professed faith about more than being nice, pleas-
ant people who choose to keep our religious beliefs under 
wraps for fear of upsetting others? 

As individuals, and as communities of faith, we have a 
great opportunity. We have a great opportunity to publicly Andrew Stephens-Rennie. PHOTO Courtesy of The Anglican Journal

“This is one of the greatest challenges for our Church today:  
how do our actions  

(individually, and as communities of faith)  
reflect the good news of Jesus Christ?”

Investment Fund (MIF), a program of Gen-
eral Synod, recently announce the awarding 
of a $250,000 grant to support the launch 
of the proposed winter program at Sorrento.

In what is best described as taking a 
proactive leadership role, the Diocese of 
New Westminster has matched this with a 
commitment of another $250,000 for the 
winter program. Over the next year, future 
planning will include looking seriously at 
how the Diocese wants to move forward in 
developing its future leaders. 

To learn more about the Sorrento 
Centre Campaign, including the different 
options available to make both current 
and future legacy donations through estate 
planning, check out the website at www.
sorrento-centre.bc.ca and click on The 
Next 50 Campaign link. This website is also 
where you will find details on all the 2014 
Summer Programs available at Sorrento 
Centre. 

Diocese Embraces Youth Leadership at Sorrento Centre
JOSH KELLER

live a faith that means something, not just for us, but also 
for the life of the world. We have the opportunity to share 
good, all-embracing news that is embodied in Christ-
centred communities living in response to this news daily.

Our diocese is, at its best, a community of communi-
ties. We are communities of Christ-followers seeking to 
extend radical hospitality to one and all. We see ourselves 
as needing one another, just as much as the people within 
our parishes need to know one another, and to be known. 
Called beyond our own individual interests, we are the body 
of Christ. And we have an opportunity to extend Christ’s 
self-giving love to one and all. It’s a call that extends to 
those who have been around since dinosaurs roamed the 
earth, as much as those who were born just weeks ago. 


