
Sunday, December 9, 2018  
Generous – Speaker: Dave Solmes  

Read: Luke 2:8-14 

If we were pressed to think of one word to sum up the entire Christian story, one 
word that best defines the God of the Bible as seen through the central figure of 
Jesus, it would be difficult to think of a better word than generous.  

Question: Is the word “generous” an appropriate word to describe God?  

Luke 2:  The sight and sounds of these angels caught the shepherd’s attention.  
Perhaps the illumination they experienced was more than of the dark night sky. 
Perhaps the shepherds need was being illuminated.  Perhaps the night light that 
was shining and was shining on their dark soul.   

Question: In what way has the light of God’s love & word shone brightly into your 
life?  

Let’s keep looking closely at WHAT the angels spoke .... “you will find the baby”  

          1.  To “find” means .. something you have been missing is needing to be 
found.  

2. The truest definition of the word find is “experience”. It references the 
end of a search. The end of a longing in a heart.  What you have been 
looking for exists and is found in Jesus. 

3. The word experience. This has a future tense. It is about finding 
something they have never had before. It is about discovering a new 
future.    

As we begin our Christmas pilgrimage be reminded that Christmas is something 
that happened for us. Christmas is something that happened to us. 
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Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—
praising God and saying.  “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth 
to those with whom God is pleased.”               Luke 2:13-14  

Spiritual Pilgrimage is following the Person of Peace along the Path of Peace: 

#1. PERSON OF PEACE – JESUS 

     The gospels tell us Jesus didn’t have a safe life. From his birth to his death 
Jesus was targeted, pursued and plotted against - a life that seemed anything 
but comfortable or peaceful. Yet, the news we hear at Jesus’ birth is about 
another kind of peace: peace for everyone achieved through means other 
than imposition, control or neglect. Through Jesus the world would see power 
reimagined so that peace would be extended to everyone, not only the 
privileged.  Here, for the first time, is a life so FULL OF God's life that we are shown 
what real power is, and therefore what real peace is. Power and greatness, says 
the New Testament, isn't about control and imposition, but sacrifice and service.   

Question:  Do you agree that …… ?  

Those who determine agape love as the only way – will find peace.  

Those who determine conditional love as their only way – will not likely find 
permanent peace.  

#2. PATH OF PEACE … 

"Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to 
break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, and to guide us to the path of peace." (Luke 1.78-79) 

Peace is only real peace if it’s available for everyone, and Jesus teaches us that 
true peace only comes through wielding our power differently. So, rather than 
using our power to isolate and serve ourselves, we choose instead to drop our 
guards and serve one another. Rather than only loving ourselves, we love our 
neighbours. 

How will we, choose to bring about peace in our communities, even our homes?  

Will we send in the tanks, or send in ourselves, guns down, arms open?  



Will we stop shouting and instead try to listen?  

Will we call a “ceasefire” to the silent treatment and manipulation, and really 
look one another in the eye?  

Question:  How is peace threatened in December?  

Four areas where peace is threatened each and everyday: 

1. Personal Finances - don’t overspend this month. 

2. Family and Friends -  place higher expectation on yourself and lower 
expectation on others 

3. Future - walk the path of peace and let Jesus get you to places you can’t 
get to yourself. 

4. Faith - when we look into the manger we see a God who is all in. Am you all 
in?  

Question:  Is there anything on this list that needs your immediate attention?  


