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Over the past year, the Anglican Parish of the Church of the 
Epiphany, Surrey has entered into a very exciting partnership 
with a group of Chaldean Christians, some of whom are recent 
immigrants to Canada from Iraq, many of them coming to 
North America via Syria and elsewhere.

The Chaldeans under the ordained leadership of Father 
Ayoob Adwar and deacon, the Rev. Shawkat Shammas have 
been sharing the space with the Epiphany congregation, 
worshipping together and also celebrating their own liturgies 
in the Epiphany space. 

On January 4th, the Patronal Feast Day of the Church more 
than 180 people from both communities gathered at Epiphany 
for a Chaldean Rite of Baptism (in Assyrian) in the context of 
an Anglican Church of Canada Eucharist. Three infants were 
baptized by Father Ayoob with the Ven. Stephen Rowe taking 
a role in the administration of the sacrament.  

More coverage of this developing partnership will be available 
in upcoming issues of Topic. 

Four young Chaldean acolytes and the Epiphany crucifer are at prayer during the Collect for the day. PHOTO Randy Murray

Thomas, Emiliana and Maria with their sponsors. PHOTO Randy Murray The Rev. Shawkat Shammas, the Rev. Father Ayoob Adwar, the Ven. Stephen Rowe and the Rev. Connie Wilks. PHOTO Randy Murray 

Father Ayoob baptizes Maria. PHOTO Randy Murray
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The Journey of a Thousand Steps  
begins with the Removal of a Blackberry Bush!
PAuL BORTHISTLE
Interim Priest-in-Charge, Christ the Redeemer, Cloverdale

On September 1st, 2014, the Parish of Christ the Redeemer, 
Cloverdale began a two-year period of intentional interim 
ministry under the mandate of Bishop Melissa Skelton. For 
several years the parish has been in decline in the numbers 
of worshippers, members and financial giving. 

The administration and operations of the parish were 
in serious disarray. To add to the challenges, a significant 
debt began to build when the new Christ the Redeemer 
building (1989), suffered leaks in the exterior building 
fabric in the early 2000s.

The parish is the oldest Christian church in Surrey. In 
1882, a group of pioneers led by Rev. Bell built Christ 
Church, Surrey Centre, consecrated in 1884. The carpenter 
gothic church still proudly stands and was augmented by 
the new Christ the Redeemer building across the road in 
1989. The parish is the amalgam of Christ Church, Surrey 
Centre and Church of the Redeemer in Cloverdale.

Bishop Skelton and Archdeacon Stephen Rowe visited 
the parish for a meeting with the parish in June. The 
Bishop advised parishioners of the nature of interim min-
istry, fielded their questions and addressed concerns. Over 
the summer months the Rev. Roberta Fraser prepared the 
groundwork for the interim period and began the task of 
re-establishing operating systems.

Where do you begin to rebuild ministry with these challenges? 

One of the guiding principles of the Appreciative Way (the 
applied application of Appreciative Inquiry) is that you 
begin with what is already working, and that you want to 
see what is working increase, or “appreciate.”

When Bishop Melissa met with the parishioners she 
commented on how tired the buildings looked and how 
hard it was to even find the parish as signage was almost 
non-existent. Parishioners heard this comment, were 
somewhat taken aback, even mildly offended, but realized 
it was true. In mid-September the People’s Warden, Susan 
Foulds, organized a Saturday work party. A group of about 
15 parishioners turned out, along with the newly installed 
interim priest and together we spent the day power-washing 
the church and ripping out blackberry bushes that had 
encroached into the parking lot obscuring the view of the 
heritage church.

You could feel the energy, and this proved to be an 
important first step in re-establishing a sense of pride and 
meaning in the community. On this day the story was 
told of the Pie Ladies who had laboured for years and had 
raised $8,000 for a new floor in the narthex/fireside room 
to replace the badly worn original carpet. The plans had 
bogged down, as additional funds were needed to complete 
the task. When it was suggested that this could be the next 
step in “sprucing up” the church, and that it could be done 
in time for Christmas, unsolicited directed gifts came in 
within the week to more than make up the difference. Suf-
ficient funds were given to allow for a matching new vinyl 
floor in the chancel as well. 

The next step was to replace the parish signage. The old 
street sign had long since been torn down and the parking 
entrance sign was leaning badly. It was noted that three 
different logos were used in parish signage, correspondence 
and the website. Parish Council adopted a Celtic Cross logo 
and a Gaelic inspired script and began the task of re-brand-
ing the church. A new sign was commissioned for Christ 
Church and the property signs were replaced with simple 
functional signs, declaring the parish to be in business. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Chancel Pageant, the Parish Christmas Pageant on December 22nd with storyteller, Kristen Bailey (showing the new chancel floor). PHOTO Donna Alger

September cleanup (removal of blackberry bushes) with the People’s Warden, Susan Foulds. PHOTO Paul Borthistle
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
compiled by Anglican Archivist Melanie Delva

pONTIuS’ puDDLE by Joel Kauffmann

50 years • 1965 The Anglican Church of Canada invites Pierre Berton  
 to write about the church — The Comfortable Pew is  
 published and Topic runs an article with a comic of  
 a cleric being kicked in the backside.

35 years • 1980 Camp Artaban and St. James Social Services Society  
 win the Province of BC Year of the Child Awards.

25 years • 1990 Theologian Walter Brueggeman lectures in the diocese  
 as part of the Peter Kay Lecture Series.

Farewell pontius
A message from pontius puddle creator, Joel Kauffmann

As it turns out, Pontius is mortal. After nearly 3 decades, I 
(and Pontius) am saying farewell to a form of faith expres-
sion we have truly loved — and like to think that, on occa-
sion, have expressed something useful.

There are a number of reasons for this, most not worth 
mentioning. One that is, however, is my increasingly busy 
role helping to develop the Museum of the Bible, slated to 
open in Washington DC in November of 2017.

This 400,000 square foot museum will host floors on 

the narrative, impact and history of the Bible, displaying 
some of the world’s most rare and game-changing biblical 
artifacts and manuscripts. Included will be fragments from 
the earliest known writings of the Gospels, the original 

In the same spirit, the Christ Church Cemetery Board 
removed a hedge that had grown and was blocking the view 
of Christ Church from the road and from the new church. 
The sight line between the buildings has been restored.

On the Third Sunday of Advent, Archdeacon Rowe 
was present to preach and to bless the new floors and the 
new signs. Parishioners are again feeling pride in our home. 
Each new project points to another. The inner office was 
painted, carloads of junk have been removed and each 
week someone comments on what they hope to do next.

What’s next? 
A special parish day, sponsored by the Bishop, on January 31st. 

Although this event took place before this issue of Topic 
was in homes and well after this issue went to print, the 
plan is for all members of the faith community of Christ 
the Redeemer to participate in a special day under the 
leadership of the Rev. Marnie Peterson. The plan is to 
examine mission, leadership, facilities, our finances, and set 
initial SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, 
Timed) goals for the next six months. And we will do so 
with a renewed sense of hope, because we have seen we can 
accomplish something working together. 

We are a people of the incarnation, the physical is con-
nected to the spiritual, and our journey to the recovery of 
our mission began in physical work.

We walk into God’s future at Christ the Redeemer, 
uncertain what it holds, but with a confidence that we are 
doing what our fore-bearers did, maintaining the House 
of God in beauty and with dignity; and a belief that God 
isn’t finished with us yet! 

Christ Church now clearly visible with the hedge removed. PHOTO Paul Borthistle

handwritten lyrics to the Battle Hymn of the Republic, 
and a letter written by Martin Luther on the night before 
his excommunication.

 This project has allowed me to continue my Christian 
commitment, and even a bit of my humour in a satisfying 
and I believe even more impactful way to the world.

 I end with a huge note of thanks for those of you who 
have allowed a too crudely drawn amphibian to inhabit 
the sacred spaces of your pages for all these past years. 

As it turns out,  
Pontius is mortal.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

The Journey  
of a Thousand Steps  
begins with the Removal  
of a Blackberry Bush!

 The new street sign. PHOTO Paul BorthistleThe Christ the Redeemer Office newly painted. PHOTO Paul Borthistle
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Bishop Melissa’s parish Visitations

In the first year of her episcopacy, the Rt. Rev. Melissa 
Skelton, 9th Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster 
has made parish visitations a priority. That’s not to say that 
other Bishops around the world don’t make that part of 
their ministry a priority, but for Bishop Melissa a visita-
tion is not just an event when and where she shares in the 
celebration of worship with her parish, does some bless-
ings and cuts a cake or two; she sees this as a legitimate 
opportunity to listen, learn and to teach. 

Parish Development is a cornerstone of Bishop Melissa’s 
ministerial philosophy and she loves to engage parishes in 
the work of examining their ministry, their prayer life and 
their goals and expectations both immediate and future. 
Following the worship and reception during parish visita-
tions Bishop Melissa likes to “get busy and do some work.” 
Depending on the situation, the Bishop will address the 
parish after the lunch or reception that typically follows 
Sunday morning worship, giving a brief presentation about 
the liturgical season or the readings for that Sunday and 
then opening the floor for questions. She may then meet 
with parish leaders to learn more about their ministerial 
concerns and goals. Occasionally, the Bishop will meet 

with the parish on the Saturday night before the Sunday 
visitation in order to increase her availability, creating an 
opportunity for more people to attend the sessions. 

The following photos come from Bishop Melissa’s Parish 
Visitation to St. John the Evangelist, North Vancouver on 
the third Sunday of Advent, December 14th, 2014.

Following lunch and cake, the Bishop spoke about the 
Season of Advent, how “walking in the darkness of Advent 
prepares us for walking in the light,” and after 15 or 20 
minutes she opened the floor for questions. At every Q & 
A event the Bishop assures those in attendance that they 
can ask her absolutely anything.

With the Q & A completed and good-byes said, the 
Bishop then met with the Parish Council of St. John’s, 
North Vancouver. At this meeting a brief Parish Develop-
ment session facilitated by the Bishop took place with the 
Parish Council members present enthusiastically embrac-
ing the opportunity to communicate with the Bishop and 
with each other, sharing the hopes and goals they have for 
ministry and mission both for their faith community and 
for the greater community surrounding the church. 

Posing with St. John’s, North Vancouver Parish Council. PHOTO Randy Murray

Queuing up for sandwiches at the luncheon following worship. PHOTO Randy Murray

A Parish Visitation always features a number of photo opportunities.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

Facilitating a Parish Development session with Parish Council at St. John’s, North 
Vancouver. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Bishop presenting her after lunch address. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Hidden Legacies Film Screening  
and Interfaith Discussion panel in Surrey
The Interfaith Institute for Justice, Peace and Social Move-
ments hosted an evening event November 19th, 2014, in 
the Dr. Ambedkar Room of the Surrey City Centre Library. 
The title for the evening was Hidden Legacies Screening and 
Panel: Legacies of Colonialism, Resistance and Resilience.

One of the central components of the evening was the 
screening of Anishinaabe filmmaker Lisa Jackson’s 2013 
documentary, Hidden Legacies. This 23-minute film profiles 
young people whose parents and grandparents attended 
government-initiated, church-run Residential Schools. 

In their own words, these intergenerational survivors: 
a rapper, a mother, a boxer, a social work student and oth-
ers — share their stories of struggle, resistance and resilience. 
They show how land, spiritual practice, and family have 
been sources of strength and transformation. More specifi-
cally the film examines the intergenerational effects on the 
families of survivors and their path to healing.

The speaker’s panel consisted of: Tomma Oleman, 
Stl’atl’imx and Nklapmux, Fraser Region Aboriginal 
Friendship Centre; Rupert Richardson, Nuxalk, Gus-
kimukw, Chippewa and Norwegian (featured in the film); 
Charlene Linklater, Mathias Colomb and Cree (featured in 
the film); Sukhvinder Vinning, World Sikh Organization; 
Milan Singh, PhD Candidate, School of Communication, 
Simon Fraser University (SFU), Vancouver International 
Bhangra Celebration Society (VIBC) Director; and Naveen 
Girn, Project Manager, Komagata Maru 1914 – 2014: Gen-
erations, Geographies and Echoes.

By integrating other examples of colonialism into 
the discussion, distinctions and connections between 
Indigenous struggles and experiences, the legacy of the 
Komagata Maru and the anti-colonial Ghadar Movement 
were dramatically illustrated. The questions that were asked 
and discussed during the evening were:

	 •	Why	and	how	does	the	legacy	of	Residential	Schools	matter	 
  in migrant communities?
	 •	 How	can	those	of	us	who	are	settlers	here	build	and	broaden	 
  our communities to Indigenous struggles?
	 •	 How	do	we	build	solidarity	without	ignoring	or	appropriating	 
  stories and struggles?

The SRO crowd in the Dr. Ambedkar Room.

The film Hidden Legacies has been screened at several Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) events 
across Canada. 

To access the film for purchase in a community/educa-
tion setting or to obtain a license for the film please visit Mov-
ing Images Distribution online at www.movingimages.ca. 

Rupert Richardson.

Charlene Linklater addresses the plenary.

Tomma Oleman, Stl’atl’imx and Nklapmux, Fraser Region Aboriginal Friendship Centre.

The panel: (left to right) Naveen Girn, Rupert Richardson, Charlene Linklater, Sukhvinder Vinning, Milan Singh and Amal Rana.
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There is a Sweet Spiritedness Here
Retired Clergy Lunch, 2014
RANDY MuRRAY
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

Dorothy Mash, the principal organizer of the annual retired 
clergy luncheon in the Diocese of New Westminster was 
in very high spirits the afternoon of December 2nd, 2014. 
There was an excellent turnout of 65 retired clergy and 
spouses, the sun was shining brightly, the baked ham lunch 
was delicious and the bright and welcoming parish hall 
attached to the north of the St. Laurence sanctuary was an 
excellent venue for this type of gathering. 

This luncheon was not without sadness and reflection. 
Prior to passing on the regrets of retired clergy of the diocese 
who were unable to attend, Dorothy reminded those pres-
ent of the recent deaths of the Rev. Canon Dr. Jim McCul-
lum and his wife Anne. Jim and Anne had been significant 
participants in the ministry of retired clergy of the diocese.

This was the first luncheon attended by Bishop Melissa 
Skelton and she had a wonderful time. After the meal, she 
began a 30-minute address and Q & A by saying that she 
had no idea what a large role retired clergy play in the 
Diocese of New Westminster. Not just in terms of their 
ministry by filling interim priest-in-charge positions but in 
their ongoing commitment, taking positions of leadership 
in parishes and parish organizations.

In her address she stressed that everything begins with 
prayer, prayer is at the foundation of her three current 
priorities: 

 1. Getting to know as many people as possible around  
  the diocese
 2. Refocusing the diocese on parish development
 3. Continuing the pursuit of justice for Indigenous people  
  initially through learning and listening. 

She told the group that she prays “morning, noon and 
night” for the development of the diocese, the parishes and 
the people. She went on to speak about her almost weekly 
parish visitations and her joy at the diversity she sees during 
each visit. The Bishop also mentioned that she is becoming 
very adept at cutting cakes. The theme that consistently 
comes to her attention at each place she visits is the love 
that the people of the Diocese of New Westminster have 
for the Church and this love inspires her. 

Before opening the floor to questions and comments 
the Bishop handed out copies of a new hymn that had 
recently been sent to her by the Rev. Peter Niblock titled, 
Love from on High. After Peter stood and presented some 
background on the context and inspiration for the writing 
of the hymn, everyone present sang the three verses to the 
tune Kingsfold. At the conclusion of the singing someone 
asked if the hymn was approved for use in worship and 
the Bishop quickly gave her approval. 

During the brief Q & A, a variety of questions were 
asked, ranging from practical matters like the impend-
ing move of the Anglican Archives and Synod Office to 
the administration building on the grounds of St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy to more philosophical topics such as how do 
we assimilate our faith communities into a broad, diverse, 
interfaith world. 

When she was asked to reflect about her nine months 
living in Vancouver she said, “There’s a sweet spiritedness 
here… a profound love of the Church in the Diocese of 
New Westminster.” 

LEFT Bishop Melissa spoke to the group for over half an hour covering a broad range of topics. RIGHT Dorothy Mash relays greetings from retired clergy who were unable to attend. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Love from on High

From out the broad immensity
That made our treasured Earth

Has come the awe that bends the knee
And leaps beyond all worth.

For wondrous is the cosmic mind
So fashioned to fulfill

That out of glory unconfined
Vast brightness beckons still.

 Your grandeur, Lord, that gleams on high
Throughout all time and space 

Is one that yet in love draws nigh
In streams of trailing grace.

O may our minds, this truth instilled,
Bring honour to your Name

And every thought the more be filled
That would such love acclaim.

O cherished Love, you fill with light
The worn and wounded soul

And clothed about with gentle might
Desire to make us whole.

So shall we sing with one accord
As glory fills our days;

And high as eagles’ wings have soared
We’ll lift our songs of praise.

Peter Armour Niblock 
Vancouver 2014 
Tune: Kingsfold

The Rev. Peter Niblock presents some background on the inspiration that moved him 
to write the hymn, Love from on High. PHOTO Randy Murray

Bishop Melissa took a number of photographs. On her left is the Rev. William Pike and on her right, the Rev. Dr. April Stanley. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Resquiescat in pace

Hilda was the third child and the third 
daughter born to Alfred and Hilda Gregory 
into a family of nine children in Liverpool, 
England. She is predeceased by: her mother 
and father; a sister Olive; a sister-in-law 
Agnes (Harold); a niece Miriam; and a 
nephew David. She leaves to grieve her 
loss her siblings Joan (Leigh) in Canada, 
Elizabeth (Fred), Harold, Derek, Ronald 
(Sandra), Pamela (Cliff), Philip (Ann) in 
the UK; and many nieces and nephews, as 
well as great-nieces and great-nephews in 
Canada, the UK, and the USA.

Hilda came to Canada on August 23rd, 
1962 at the urging of her sister Joan. She 
taught at the Jericho School for the Deaf in 
Vancouver before founding the Vancouver 
Oral Centre (now known as the Children’s 
Hearing and Speech Centre of BC) at the 
request of parents looking for a pre-school 
for their hard-of-hearing and deaf children. 
She led a full life devoted to serving the 
community in many volunteer capacities as 
well as professionally. In 1981, in the pre-
Expo period, Hilda recognized the needs 
of the homeless and those hard to house, 
so together with five other volunteers she 
established the 127 Society for Housing to 
meet the need for low-income housing in 
Vancouver’s downtown south. Since that 
time three buildings have been opened 
(Jubilee house in 1986, Brookland Court 
in 1989, and the Wellspring in 1997) pro-
viding accommodation for 268 tenants. A 
new building is under construction and a 
further one is in the planning stage; both 
will help provide further much-needed 
accommodation. In recent years under 
Hilda’s guidance, a community worker pro-
gram was established to help the Society’s 
tenants rebuild their lives.

Undaunted by kidney failure in 1997, 
Hilda returned to work four months later. 
She led the Vancouver Oral Centre’s capital 
campaign helping to build a new campus, 
bringing her dialysis equipment wherever 
she went. Hilda had a kidney transplant 
in 2001 but had to return to dialysis some 
five years later. During recent years, she has 
been an ardent spokesperson for the Kidney 
Foundation of Canada.

Over the years, Hilda served in many 
senior leadership roles at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Vancouver and in the Anglican 
Diocese of New Westminster; her deep and 
abiding faith in God was the foundation 
out of which she offered her gifts within 
the church and in the wider community. 
In recognition of the extensive and valu-
able work both in the church and in the 
community, she was invested in the Order 
of New Westminster in 2012.

Hilda’s remarkable contributions have 
been recognized in many other ways. She 
received the YWCA’s Women of Distinction 
award in 1990, 1995 and 2006, the Order 
of British Columbia in 1998, the Order 
of Canada in 1999, the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee Medal in 2002, and the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012.

Hilda died in Vancouver General Hos-
pital (VGH) with her sister Joan by her side. 
She had been admitted to VGH on June 
26th, 2014 and was there until her death. 
The family wishes to thank the many friends 
who visited her during that time and who 
sent cards, flowers, and good wishes. They 
wish to give many thanks to all the staff 
in the nephrology and dialysis units who 
cared for Hilda during this time and over 
the last 17 years, and to the many nurses 
and doctors who assisted her during the last 
five months. 

This obituary was originally published in the Vancouver Sun, November 29th, 2014, and in 
the Order of Service Bulletin for the Memorial Service held December 20th, 2014.

Hilda Gregory
August 19th, 1936 – November 16th, 2014

Hilda Gregory. PHOTO Courtesy of the Kidney Foundation of BC

“…her deep  
and  

abiding faith  
in God  

was the foundation  
out of which  

she offered her gifts  
within the church  

and in the  
wider community.”
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Who is My Neighbour? 
What are the responsibilities that might follow from the answer to this question? 
Coverage of the Advent Talks event at St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale
BRANDER MCDONALD
Indigenous Justice Ministries Coordinator, Diocese of New Westminster 

December 2nd 
Archbishop Douglas Hambidge, retired
St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale as part of their Advent series 
embarked on a bridge building discussion towards learning 
more about and specifically more from local First Nations 
and to set aside this time to hear from various First Nations 
and Anglican leaders directly.

On the first Tuesday of Advent, December 2nd, retired 
Archbishop, the Most Reverend Douglas Hambidge, Dio-
cese of Caledonia, Diocese of New Westminster and Met-
ropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC and Yukon 
was the guest speaker. Formerly, at the reception following 
his consecration as Bishop of the Diocese of Caledonia in 
1969, then-Bishop Hambidge was adopted by the Nisga’a 
into their Raven family and given the name of Wal’aks. 
Since that time Archbishop Douglas experienced the joys 
and responsibilities of that adoption, and has found neigh-
bours not only among the Nisga’a but also among other 
First Nations families.

He candidly shared First Nations concepts and issues of: 
time, gifting, honouring, adopting, matriarchal leadership, 
family structures, belonging and relational responsibility. 
He shared that there is a genuine sense of belonging that 
comes with responsibilities to the family either by birth 
or adoption.

Another concept he learned was the need for “lots of 
time learning to listen.” He mentioned how he experienced 

“Indian Affairs ideas of communication as: pronounce, 
announce, proclamation and telling — they did not show 
they were good listeners.” He shared that government 
representatives did their decision making, then added 
ceremony after the fact, whereas First Nations took their 
time in circle process to build consensus, and thus everyone 
shared in the decision making and had a sense that each 
person was satisfied that they’d participated in that process.

Archbishop Hambidge shared that First Nations do 
not like the word “reservation” and explained that when it 
comes to the land — “it’s all ours.” This emphasizes a sense 
of belonging to everybody within a community and does 
not hold to a sense of individualism. He said that is very 
much like what scripture says.

He mentioned that there are four clans and at the para-
mount are the village of bear, wolf, raven and eagle clans 
with feasts for everyone. They even have a feast called the 

“redemption feast.” 
He explained that his experienced showed that: “First 

Nations want partnership, not experts telling them what to 
do and not what the white man can do for you.” He said, 

“there has to be an entering into, in order to have a relation-
ship with First Nations. First Nations have a far deeper 
sense of the incarnations of God in all things.” He went 
on to say that “they do not glamourize themselves or their 
culture and yet they live in a certainty that all belongs to 
God the Great Spirit. They do not believe in denominations 
so much...but in their own communities they are ardent 
followers of that chosen parish and leaders, because it has 
become part of their own families.” That committment is 
due to the seriousness of adoption. 

Archbishop Douglas’s strong recommendations were 
to “have clergy live on reservations from the local diocese” 
because as he learned first hand “that is when things really 
started to change for the positive because First Nations 
could see the investment.”

December 9th 
Debra Sparrow 
Debra was born and raised on the Musqueam Indian 
Reserve. She is an internationally acclaimed artist and 
deeply involved with the revival of Musqueam weaving. She 
explained that her grandfather passed on to her 300 years 
of stories and said that: “because I was blessed to have this 
time with him I know who I am, I know my history. I know 
where I come from.” Debra is also a proud co-developer 
and teacher at the Musqueam Museum School, a joint 
program of the UBC Museum of Anthropology and the 
Musqueam Indian Band.

Debra started her presentation by asking: “Isn’t it inter-
esting how we are becoming friends in churches?”

She recalled her great-grandfather who was chief over 
the Shaughnessy case, Sparrow case and Fisheries and 
Land Claims and of how: “tribal chiefs in the longhouse 
lived communally and that her grandfather was head of 
that house though they were not called chiefs (elders). 
He was the first elected chief ‘Solano’ who did not speak 
English and was chief over the land of Musqueam, to New 

Westminster and Fort Langley area territory where New 
Westminster was the biggest village. When the chief signed 
the sale of New Westminster he did not know the negative 
impact of signing because he did not speak English. In fact, 
he sold the reserve but did not know what he sold. Sadly, 
he found out later through an interpreter and was grieved 
that he sold the New Westminster reserve. Later, chiefs 
and other elders went back to try to re-negotiate but were 
rejected and that is why we are still talking today about 
this to try to fix this with our band.”

Debra also shared her strong belief that: “First Nations’s 
job is to educate government about our real history between 
our Chief and government” and “how they tried to remove 
First Nations from British Columbia so as to not have to 
be accountable for our peoples.” She said, “We as First 
Nations need to have our stories recognized as legitimate 
stories the same way verbal text and written history records 
are today. When our stories and spirituality are removed 
from schools, civilization falls apart because we believe in 
the Creator just the same as church. First Nations history 

is in the land, it is our library and education. I have been 
given 300 – 400 years of stories my grandfather has taught 
me. It is sad that archaeology is not allowed in the court 
room (it has to be written) for we as First Nations have a 
history, a story, but not written in a language.”

This led to her speaking about the reconciliation 
process. She asked, “What does reconciliation mean? Yes, 
Canada has gone through a reconciliation process but 
First Nations friends still need to know that if they come 
out and share their own stories they will be protected and 
heard. I believe reconciliation is the wisdom to have the 
willingness to forget.” 

Debra also expressed her concerns about: “Vancouver 
protest by Musqueam of our sacred burial grounds — we 
did not agree to buy back our land but we had to — we 
should have had it given to us. Archaeologists have been 
to that site and have said, ‘I merely can kick the ground 
and your ancestors come up from the earth.’” She recalled 
how “small pox devastated our people — we were left with

HOPE SEALEY
Order of the Diocese of New Westminster, St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale 

Raven Bringing Light to the World, 1997 Gold Coin, Haida. PHOTO Courtesy of the Royal Canadian Mint

Debra Sparrow with examples of her weaving artistry. PHOTO Melanie Delva

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

“We as First Nations need to have our stories recognized as legitimate stories  
the same way verbal text and written history records are today.”

Debra Sparrow 
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200 – 300 people at the end… yet change is happening now.” 
Her strongest statement was this: “our people need to 

always remember who we are and where we come from as 
that is what my grandfather taught me.” She recalled how 
her parents sacrificed much to help her Musqueam people. 

She explained her own reconciliation story: “I was taken 
to church as a youth. I got into trouble at lunch when a 
friend and myself went across the road to a store. We were 
framed for stealing. The clerks blamed me for stealing but I 
was innocent. I was to get the strap but ran home to my dad, 
who put me in the car, drove us back to the Sister supervisor, 
got after her and got me out of the Roman Catholic school. 
As a result I never got to wear my fancy dress for my First 
Communion. I left school at grade 8 because I chose to 
get a world education. I travelled and looked at others, got 
stories to help me. But it was then I realized dad’s story of 
residential school and the story of his hurt. My dad coped 
in residential schools by acting crazy, so much so that he 
got himself kicked out at grade 7.”

She recalled that her father at 75 years of age was still 
defending Musqueam, helping them to win their legal 
battles against government. He knew the various ways of 
speaking in law terms so he was not tricked by legalese in 
court. She said, “the roots were planted with knowledge 
of our history, not to forget because we are all witnesses in 
our potlatch system and longhouse cultural ceremonies. It 
is our honour and responsibility to share this knowledge 
and history of what happened to our families. It is our 
way of educating each other to be connected to Creation 
and all things.” 

Debra also shared her spiritual journey by saying: “Jesus 
is my friend, so is Buddha, we call Creator. I always like to 
say, ‘What if Jesus was born in Musqueam?’ But I know as 
First Nations we were here already and established ourselves. 
Maybe Jesus wants us to ask if there is another way? After 
all that has happened to us we are still here and we knew 
Creator before, and were connected to the earth and to 
others. We have our first salmon ceremony, first hunting 
for food ceremony and we have a respect for everything 
we take. We know Creator makes all things in his image 
and we look at others that way, in respect.”

She recalled how her, “grandfather loved to laugh… we 
as a family made tea and dinner for him when he was older. 
We took turns taking care of him and feeding him and he 
loved to tease us. We were blessed to have him as our elder.” 

Artistically, Debra shared that her, “weaving shows that 
the master piece becomes unravelled when we are separated 
from each other but it is retained when we respect each 
other’s culture. First Nations do not like to leave our homes, 
so why do other peoples in our world do that? We are taught 
to always remember who we are and where we come from.”

Debra shared her political passion by saying: “the 
government is running on the extension of the British 
monarchy but as First Nations, we are reclaiming our power 
to get rid of this. We need to move away from assimila-
tion. It is said, ‘that without vision the people perish.’ We 
have lease lands that help us build revenue and build our 
houses. That vision was kept on by our chiefs of old but 
as new chiefs come along the vision weakens. I remember 
the phrase ‘you always pay attention because I’ll be talking 

Miles Richardson speaks to a full house in St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale’s parish hall. PHOTO Hope Sealey

to you even after I die.’ My grandfather is still with us.”
She shared that: “Canada has to embrace publicly its 

own history of denying traditional Aboriginal history. For 
example in 1791, the Spanish came to Musqueam and were 
greeted by seven canoes and offered salmon. We refused 
their trinkets because we were self-sufficient. The Spanish 
saw our canoes full with fishing nets and blankets. We did 
not want anything from the immigrants but we always 
wanted to be giving. To walk the walk that Jesus did.”

Debra said, “We need to recognize that generational 
trauma happens all over the world with all peoples. There 
are still master plans all over Canada by the government to 
get rid of us as peoples so they do not have to be account-
able to reconcile with us as First Nations people and it is 
up to the Chiefs to inform the people of what is going on. 
We need to work on our communication. Our older chiefs 
used to do that all the time. I feel for Mr. Harper and ask 
myself what actually happened to him in his life to have 
him make those kinds of decisions?”

Debra explained that: “The weaving for example is a 
mathematical challenge. The dye colors are based on plant 
materials. To know how to make the colors so they do not 
run is difficult work. You could say I am doing math and 
science. I am a cultural educator too so you could also say 
I teach social studies. But we are still the same people and 
now we are redefining ourselves within the knowing of who 
we are and where we come from. I still come back to the 
teachings of Jesus about giving back to Creator… Beauty 
and design is in all of creation and in every culture... we 
are similar but unique and we need to respect that. Each 
one of us has a gift to bring to the world.”

December 16th 
Miles Richardson 
On December 16th, the guest speaker was Miles Rich-
ardson, a citizen of the Haida Nation and of Canada. He 
grew up on Haida Gwaii, and between 1984 and 1999 was 
President of the Council of the Haida Nation. December 
2014, he was appointed Interim Director of the recently 
established National Consortium for Indigenous Economic 
Development at the University of Victoria. He is also a 
Director of Canadians for a New Partnership, a non-profit 
organization formed in September 2014, which aims to 
tackle problems facing Aboriginal Canadians. 

The following notes are from St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale, parishioner 
Hope Sealey.

Mr. Richardson started by saying: “some basic decisions 
need to be made. With focus we can get there if our hearts 
are in the right place.” He shared that: “I am a Haida citizen 
and a citizen of Canada. This combination has not always 
been comfortable. One thing that has driven me is to find 
full expression of my potential as a Haida in Canada. As 
Canadians, we say we are members of a democracy gov-
erned by the rule of law. We say we are a fair, respectful and 
compassionate people. We say we respect the place in or on 
which we live. Had Canada lived up to those precepts we 
would not be in this present situation. As a Haida citizen, 
and as a citizen of Canada, I am not a threat to Canada.”

Mr. Richardson answered the question of: “How did 
we get here?” He started by sharing a very informative 

history lesson. He said: “In Phase One it started with the 
Royal Proclamation of 1763, and moved to the treaty 
making which then proceeded west. However, when the 
government treaty process reached the Rocky Mountains, 
the crown rethought things, rethought that approach and 
that re-thinking ushered in Phase Two. 

In 1867, all the rights of First Nations people were 
denied. The aim became one of absorption and assimilation 
with the ideal outcome to turn First Nations into brown 
little white men with the instrument called the Indian Act. 
First Nations kept repeating calls for the rule of law to be 
established within which the matter or title could be dealt 
with but instead, they gave us reserves not title. In the early 
1970s, the Calder case proceeded to the Supreme Court, 
which ruled that it was legal fiction to say that original 
title had been extinguished. The court was split in terms 
of their final decision, but Pierre Trudeau, who was then 
Prime Minister acknowledged that First Nations had rights, 
and thus began the third phase. 

Phase Three had its attention focussed on the crown’s 
fiduciary obligation, having alienated title then, in the 
Delgamuuk case, whereby Justice Allan McEachern ini-
tially rejected the claim of the Gitskan and Wet’suwet’en 
to Aboriginal title over their traditional lands in northern 
BC. However, the Supreme Court overthrew his decision, 
arguing that oral tradition had not been given sufficient 
weight. Oral history, said the court, must be considered 
as a repository of historical knowledge for a culture. Most 
recently, the T’silhquot’in won a decision declaring that 
they hold title to 1400 square miles. They are currently 
getting ready to negotiate based on this court decision.”

He asked: “What should be our aim?” He answered by 
saying that: “First Nations have the same legislative stand-
ing as the provincial or federal governments and that the 
way forward is for Canada’s federal government to abandon 
its denial of Aboriginal entitlement, its efforts to assimilate 
First Nations people and that their new policy should 
recognize First Nations as nations, whose people have a 
special relationship to place. With that basis established, 
we would work to reconcile titles. We need to hear each 
other’s stories. We have to talk about we.” 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Miles Richardson is introduced to the large Tuesday night assembly.  
PHOTO Hope Sealey
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Sharing a Radical Openness to God • Celebration of a New Ministry
The Installation of the Reverend Karen urquhart as Rector of St. Catherine of Alexandria, port Coquitlam 
RANDY MuRRAY
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

There is a point during every Installation Eucharist (usually 
at the commencement of the Covenant in Ministry) when 
the Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese briefly describes 
the process by which the notifications of the parish’s need 
for a new rector are communicated. The Archdeacon 
describes the various communications vehicles used to 
circulate the posting, emphasizing that this ministry posi-
tion will not only be viewed by prospective candidates in 
the Anglican Church of Canada, or the Episcopal Church, 
or the Church of England, but by clergy all over the planet. 
This section of the service was of particular interest on the 
evening of December 2nd, 2014, as that evening the new 
ministry that was being celebrated was for the Rev. Karen 
Urquhart who became aware of the posting while she was 
working as a professional counsellor in the fields of drug 
abuse and domestic violence whilst providing occasional 
Sunday supply in Albany, a town in the Southwest of 
Australia. 

St. Catherine’s, Port Coquitlam (Poco) had been with-
out a rector since the departure of the Rev. Paul Strudwick 
in May 2013. The parish was however blessed to share 
its ministry with the Rev. Gordon Dominey as priest-in-
charge during the interim. St. Catherine’s is a very busy 
community with a lot of ministry going on: compassion-
ate service for the community through Paul’s Kitchen, a 
vibrant Anglican Church Women’s (ACW) chapter, music 
and much more. They accomplish all this without having 
their own building as they share space in Trinity United 
Church with the Trinity congregation. It is a tribute to the 
parish, staff, wardens, trustees, Archdeacon Grant Rodgers, 
Archdeacon Douglas Fenton and Bishop Melissa Skelton 
that they were able to put together a parish profile, a job 
posting, a canonical committee, accept candidates, short 
list candidates, hire and install a new priest all within a 
span of 18 months. 

The preacher and presider for the liturgy was the 9th 
Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster, the Rt. Rev. 
Melissa Skelton. This was the 7th Celebration of a New 
Ministry in the first year of Bishop Melissa’s episcopacy. 
Following the Gathering of the Community; the Proc-
lamation of the Word, Isaiah 11: 1 – 10, Psalm 72: 1 – 8; 
the Gradual Hymn and the reading of the Gospel, Luke 
10: 21 – 24 by the deacon for the liturgy, St. Catherine’s 
Rev. Margaret Sherwood, the Bishop offered a prayer and 
approached the lectern. She began her homily crafting a 
metaphor around houses that she has owned, all of which 

“needed some work”, and how she was diligently on the 
lookout for people with the skills and knowledge to do the 
work needed. The Bishop briefly connected this metaphor 
to the Celebration of a New Ministry and how the parish 
and the new rector have found each other and now have 
the task of fixing the “house.” Bishop Melissa appreciated 
the irony of this, as the Parish of St. Catherine’s does not 
have a building. She said, “They will build a love of God 
together.”

She then made a connection to the reading from Luke’s 
Gospel pointing out that Jesus says that God has hidden the 
truth of the power of the Holy Spirit and the knowledge of 
his divinity “from the wise and intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants; yes Father, for such was your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and 
no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who 

the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.” The Disciples are also blessed as 
their eyes and ears are opened to Jesus’ message of God’s 
Kingdom on Earth. The Kingdom is in many ways “a 
new house” and Karen and the Parish of St. Catherine’s 
become a new entity to do new work together. The Bishop 
then brought all the points in her homily together saying 
that the new rector’s and parish’s foundation is “a radical 
openness to God, to each other, and to the World that the 
parish lives in” without this all wisdom and intelligence 
about God is worthless. 

Following the sermon, the St. Catherine’s Choir offered 
the anthem, Just One God by Herb Frombach, which led 
into the Covenant in Ministry: the reading and signing of 
the Oath, the reading and presentation of Bishop Melissa’s 
license by the Executive Archdeacon, the presentation of 
the Symbols of Ministry (Bible, water, oil, Canons of the 
Diocese, keys to the buildings, prayer and hymn books, 
and the bread and wine of Holy Communion) all culmi-
nating in the joyful announcement from the Bishop, “I 
present Karen as the leader of your ministry and I invite 
your welcome.” 

However, this particular Celebration of a New Ministry 
had a very different component. St. Catherine’s Warden, 
Dale Riley came to the lectern and announced that there 
were additional greetings to be shared. Those greetings 
took the form of digital video messages projected onto the 
screens in the nave and chancel from Karen’s friends from 
St. Leonard’s, Denmark and her friends from a congrega-
tion in Walpole where she had been involved in numerous 
ministries. In a December 8th, 2014, email to diocesan 
communications Karen explains her connection to these 
communities “In 2004 I was appointed to the Parish of 
Denmark-Walpole in Western Australia which is approxi-
mately 400 kilometres southwest of Perth. Walpole is 66 
kilometres north of Denmark and is a much smaller town. 
Denmark and Walpole were both milling towns surrounded 
by beautiful old growth forests of Tingle, Karri and Jarrah 
Trees and spectacular coastline. Today both towns have 
grown significantly. Denmark and Walpole are both tourist 
destinations. I was ordained by the Bishop of Bunbury, the 
Rt. Rev. David McCall, in October 2004. Bishop David is 
now retired.” A written message of congratulations from 
Bishop David McCall to Karen was also projected on the 
screen. 

After viewing the greetings from Australia, Karen 
was welcomed by the Regional Dean of Tri-Cities/North 
Burnaby the Rev. Stephanie Shepard who is rector of St. 
Timothy’s in Burnaby in the Brentwood neighbourhood. 
Stephanie welcomed Karen and Clare and quipped a 
very effective Advent pun, “Lougheed comes with clouds 
descending” to illustrate that they are located at opposite 
ends of the deanery, Stephanie in the west and Karen in 
the east but the Lougheed Highway connects their two 
locations. Next, the Archdeacon of Lougheed and rec-
tor of St. John the Apostle, Port Moody, the Ven. Grant 
Rodgers welcomed Karen and her youngest daughter Clare 
to Archdeacon Rodgers’s Neighbourhood an homage to the 
popular children’s educational show and also a point of fact 
as Karen is Archdeacon Grant’s parish priest for he lives 
within minutes of Trinity United Church where the parish 
worships. The next greeting came from Ann Blue, Order of 

1. The conclusion of the opening hymn after the procession.

2. The Rev. Margaret Sherwood leads the Psalm.

3. The Choir sings Just One God.

4. The Ven. Douglas Fenton  informs the congregation about the  
search process.

5. The Bishop preaching.

6. During the Covenant in Ministry the Canons of the Diocese are presented. 

7. Karen reads the Oath.

8. Karen smiles at the conclusion of the Covenant in Ministry.

9. Karen and Clare are welcomed by the Regional Dean, the Rev.  
Stephanie Shepard.

PHOTOS Randy Murray

the Diocese of New Westminster (ODNW) who has been 
in leadership at St. Catherine’s for a good long while and 
has also had many roles in the parish. This greeting was 
specifically from the Anglican Church Women (ACW) and 
involved the presentation of a gift. The current diocesan 
ACW President Margaret Warwick (also a St. Catherine’s 
parishioner) while at a national ACW event became aware 
of the Anglican Foundation’s Hope Bear initiative and the 
parish have been donating money on behalf of every person 
newly baptized at St. Catherine’s and presenting them with 
a Hope Bear. For Karen they had special clergy vestments 
made for the stuffed toy and also an entire set of stoles in 
the liturgical colours of the church seasons. 

Then it was time for Karen to say:

“Dear Friends in Christ,
let us pray that this ministry we share
may accomplish the purpose of God’s grace.
Let us pray for the world,
the universal Church,
and for ourselves.”

The remainder of the worship unfolded: the Peace, the 
Offertory, the Eucharist and the Dismissal, the connection 
between new priest and parish strengthening and solidify-
ing with each element of the liturgy. 

The Holy Spirit was present at this Celebration of a New 
Ministry and even a casual observer could glean that the 
parish and the new priest are an excellent match. Karen is 
the mother of four children, three of the four are adults, 
ages 18 – 24 (they have remained in Australia) and her 
youngest Clare is 14. In that same email mentioned earlier, 
Karen wrote, “Clare was the one who sowed the ‘move to 
Canada’ seed. She had a strong desire to move here that 
she couldn’t explain. Prior to her beginning to share this, I 
hadn’t even considered a possibility of applying for a parish 
here. Through her prompting I began to look further afield 
for a new ministry and found this wonderful diocese and 
parish community. We have left behind some very beauti-
ful and amazing people, but we have expanded that circle 
here in Canada. We have been here 6 weeks now and feel 
very welcome and at home. We are very happy and very 
grateful in so many ways.” 

1. 2. 3.

5.

7.

8.
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“We have left behind some very beautiful and amazing people,  
but we have expanded that circle here in Canada…  

We are very happy and very grateful in so many ways.”
The Rev. Karen urquhart

4.

6.

9.

Sharing a Radical Openness to God • Celebration of a New Ministry
The Installation of the Reverend Karen urquhart as Rector of St. Catherine of Alexandria, port Coquitlam 
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AROuND THE DIOCESE

On November 15th, 2014, 24 members 
of St. Helen’s, St. Michael’s, and the Angli-
can  Parish of the Church of the Epiphany 
(Epiphany) in Surrey gathered at St. Helen’s 
for a day of worship, ministry planning 
and fellowship. This event was one of the 
outcomes from the Ministry Assessment 
Process (MAP) in the Surrey West Region.

The day began with Morning Prayer led 
by Chris Richards of St. Helen’s, with the 
music in worship leadership supplied by 
Andy Whitmore from St. Michael’s and 
Jevon Anonby from Epiphany.

The Rev. Connie Wilks, vocational 
deacon at Epiphany and the Rev. Fr. Louie 
Engnan, St. Michael’s incumbent led group 
exercises. The first exercises involved work-
ing in parish groups to reflect on the various 
types of people that we have in parishes 
and how to better engage with them. Ideas 
were developed to help connect with the 

During the first weekend of Advent, 
November 29th and 30th, both St. Bart’s, 
Gibson’s Landing and St. Hilda’s, Sechelt 
benefitted from A Christmas Carol in which 
Charles Dickens’ classic was read aloud in 
Four Staves by Seven Voices, with musical 
interludes. 

Proceeds from these events went to sup-
port St. Bart’s Food Bank and St. Hilda’s 

Near the time that the Fall Bazaar season 
around the Diocese of New Westminster 
was drawing to a close (somewhere in early 
to mid-December), the Rev. Neil Gray, 
incumbent of Holy Trinity, White Rock 
forwarded this photograph to diocesan 
communications. The photograph came 
with some helpful advice, and that is, that it 

Over three weeks, during Advent, members 
from four parishes in Langley and Clover-
dale (plus some folks from other churches 
in the neighbourhood) gathered at Porter’s 
Coffee House (21611 48th Avenue) located 
in the Langley district of Murrayville, to 
examine the Christmas stories in Matthew 

• Tri-Parish Retreat in Surrey •
SUBMISSION Christa Groves

• A Christmas Carol Fundraiser on the Sunshine Coast •
SUBMISSION Sheila Carlson

• Value Added at Fall Bazaars •

• Members of Four Parishes & More Attend Advent Program •
SUBMISSION Paul Guiton

Representatives of the three parishes share ideas about the potential for combined ministry. PHOTO Courtesy of Christa Groves

The Rev. Ian Nestegaard Paul, priest-in-charge (and an actor of some repute), at St. Aidan’s and St. Bartholomew’s (St. Bart’s), 
Gibsons, reading Stave 2. PHOTO Courtesy of Jan DeGrass, Coast Reporter newspaper

PHOTO Colin Wright

PHOTO Paul Guiton

wide range that encompasses those who 
rarely come to church through to those 
who are active in all aspects of church life. 
Multi-parish groups then explored current 
areas of outreach and identified areas of 
outreach that the parishes could share in 
combined ministry.

After lunch, Christa Groves from 
Epiphany provided an overview of the 
Regional Ministry Plan, and the status of 
its implementation. Following the presenta-
tion the floor was opened for discussion and 
those present provided some input on ways 
to improve the Ministry Plan.

Participants reported it to be an inspir-
ing and productive day, getting to know 
more people from the other parishes in the 
region, learning about their ministry work, 
sharing music, worship and fellowship, and 
updating the regional ministry plans. 

Community Meals and Food program. St. 
Bart’s Food Bank has been operating for 
three years beginning with about 35 people 
regularly receiving food. The growing client 
base has now increased to approximately 
160. The St. Hilda’s sponsored Sharing 
Abundance Co-op Kitchen provides good 
and nutritious food, life skills, and human 
connections. 

may be possible to increase the resale value 
of used merchandise by having clergy try 
it out or wear it in advance of it going for 
sale at the bazaar. Having the rector of the 
parish wearing and demonstrating used ski 
gear apparently upped the value by a “not 
insignificant amount.” 

and Luke’s gospels, as well as the introduc-
tion of Jesus’ incarnation in Mark and John. 
The lively discussion was facilitated by the 
Rev. Paul Guiton recently retired rector of 
St. Dunstan’s, Aldergrove and was fuelled 
by Porters’ wonderful desserts. 
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Advent is a very busy time for ordained min-
istry leaders and lay leaders as well, so it was 
indeed a labour of love that brought eight 
talented singers and musicians together to 
produce two concerts of original and cover 
material at two different venues, December 
13th and 14th. 

The Winterlight concerts took place on 
consecutive afternoons at St. Mary’s, Ker-
risdale and St. Agnes, North Vancouver. 
The performers involved were: Caitlin 
Reilley Beck, Children and Youth Ministry 
Coordinator for the Diocese of New West-
minster; Clare Morgan, pastoral intern at 
St. Philip, Dunbar; Claire Rice, vocalist and 
actor who has been featured in productions 
staged by the Diocesan Arts Ministry group; 
Suzanne Morgan who is in lay leadership 
at St. Helen’s, Point Grey; the Rev. David 
Taylor, Associate Priest at St. Mary’s, Ker-
risdale; the Rev. Andrew Halladay, priest-
in-charge, St. Augustine’s, Marpole; the 
Rev. Stephen Muir, incumbent, St. Agnes, 
North Vancouver; and the Rev. Scott Gould, 
incumbent St. Helen’s, Point Grey. 

The eight performers presented a 
55-minute concert featuring songs writ-
ten by Scott and Clare. Clair Rice sang an 
inspiring rendition of Scott’s song, Star 
Bright and Clare performed her moving 
composition One Precious Life, which she 
dedicated to Dr. Christopher Lind, the 

It was pretty much standing room only at 
All Saints, Ladner on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17th. The large congregation was there 
to see Bishop Melissa Skelton present the 
Order of the Diocese of New Westminster 
(ODNW) to Claudette Hayward, long-
time Delta resident and member of the All 
Saints’ family. Claudette had been unable 
to attend the ceremony at Christ Church 
Cathedral, November 2nd, 2014, so the 
Bishop made the trip south of the Fraser 
to officiate in person.

The occasion started on a light note, 
when Bishop Melissa acknowledged that, “it 
is inspiring to be before you, in the wrong 
vestments.” She explained that she had 
expected the event to take place in a parish 
hall, in front of a small group of people, 
and if she’d known she would have vested 
accordingly. 

After the opening hymn, Love from 
On High recently written by the Rev. Peter 
Niblock (see article on page 6), Rev. Eliza-
beth Northcott read the citation, which 
noted Claudette’s significant service to the 

• Winterlight •

• Claudette Hayward, ODNW Investiture •
SUBMISSION Cliff Caprani

The three women prepare to sing People Get Ready. PHOTO Randy Murray

Claudette Hayward, ODNW (on the right) with flowers, poses with Bishop Melissa. PHOTO Cliff Caprani

It is with sadness that we add the news 
that Claudette Hayward died on January 
7th, 2015, just before this issue of Topic 

Director of Sorrento Centre who died 
earlier in the fall of 2014. The concert also 
featured innovative arrangements of well-
known tunes like Paul Simon’s I am a Rock 
with Andrew taking the lead vocal and Cur-
tis Mayfield’s pop/gospel standard People 
Get Ready with Caitlin, Suzanne and Clair 
providing a three part harmony approach 
which was slightly although unintentionally 
reminiscent of the pop trio Wilson Phillips. 

All donations received at the concerts 
were forwarded to the Primate’s World 
Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) 
appeal for Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza, which 
has been responding to the needs of civil-
ians wounded and displaced by the ongo-
ing Israeli operations against Palestinian 
militants.

Winterlight was the second concert event 
produced by this group; the first was called 
Songs With Friends and was presented in 
late 2013. 

The Diocese of New Westminster is 
blessed to have this resource of exceptional 
talent in our communities. David Taylor, 
Scott Gould and Clare Morgan have proven 
that their skill in songwriting has become 
an important component of their ministries. 
The next time this group gets together please 
make plans to attend. Diocesan communi-
cations will do its best to get the word out. 

parish over a long period of time:

Claudette has been the driving force in the de-
velopment of Parish Health Ministry at All Saints, 
Ladner and in the wider diocese. Having taken 
the Parish Nurse course, and the Healing Touch 
program, Claudette with other members of All 
Saints and Ladner united Church helped estab-
lish Healing Touch as a joint ministry between 
the two churches. 

Elizabeth also thanked Claudette personally 
for being part of the canonical committee 
that had selected her for the position of 
rector.

Bishop Melissa then led the prayers, 
before presenting Claudette with her medal.

A second citation was then read on 
behalf of Delta MP, Kerri-Lynne Findlay. 

The Lord’s Prayer was presented, on this 
occasion, as a liturgical dance, performed 
by some All Saints’ members.

Bishop Melissa and Claudette then lead 
the attendees into the parish hall where a 
reception had been prepared. 

went to press. Eternal rest, grant unto her 
O Lord: and let perpetual light shine upon 
her. May she rest in peace. Amen

The Rev. Andrew Halladay reads the Annunciation Story from his tablet. PHOTO Randy Murray Clare Morgan applauds as the Rev. Scott Gould introduces the group. PHOTO Randy Murray

Stage left of the Winterlight group. In the front are: Caitlin Reilley Beck, Suzanne Morgan and Claire Rice. In the back are: The Rev. 
David Taylor and the Rev. Stephen Muir. PHOTO Randy Murray
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AROuND THE DIOCESE

Anglicans love traditions, and traditions 
have even more cachet if they involve a 
meal. The breakfast following the Thursday 
morning Celebration of Holy Communion 
began in the early 1990s by then-building 
administrator Tony Gioventu. He would 
prepare lavish breakfasts, which since his 
departure more than 20 years ago have 
become somewhat simpler, soft-boiled eggs 
being a regular menu staple. But the real 
tradition is that the last Thursday breakfast 
of the year is always prepared and served by 
Cathedral clergy ably assisted by Cathedral 
staff. 

December 18th was the last Thursday 
breakfast of 2014. The menu was quite 
sumptuous consisting of a breakfast buffet 
of: fresh fruit, vegetarian quiche, traditional 

The “Seniors Moment” Christmas Party 
at St. Agnes, North Vancouver in mid-
December was a great success. There was 
a full turkey dinner with all the trimmings, 
holiday sweet treats, a sing-a-long and more. 
Bette, Holly and the Rev. Lizz Lindsay, 
deacon at St. Agnes’ did a fantastic job of 
providing a meal for some 65 guests. By 
the third week of December, Lizz and Bette 
had served nearly 500 meals to hungry folks 
who may not have access to a Christmas 
dinner at several locations throughout 
North Vancouver.

It was announced on December 20th 
that the Rev. Lizz Lindsay was nominated 
for, and awarded this year’s Good Neigh-

• The Thursday Eucharist & Breakfast at Christ Church Cathedral •

• North Vancouver Food Outreach Ministry Recognized for Outstanding Community Service •

Bette, Holly and the Rev. Lizz Lindsay. PHOTO Stephen Muir

Many thanks to the Rev. Stephen Muir for previously published material.

Shailene Caparas, CPA, CGA has been 
appointed Controller for the Diocese of 
New Westminster effective December 17th, 
2014. Shailene succeeded Mark Beley who 
ended his eight and a half years of service to 
the diocese on December 5th, 2014. 

Shailene is responsible for all aspects 
of accounting and finances. She provides 
financial information, analyzes parish finan-
cial statements, and can assist parish treasur-
ers with their inquiries. She will produce 
financial statements and diocesan budgets, 
and will track the investment income from 
the Consolidated Trust Fund.

Shailene comes with a wealth of knowl-
edge in the Not-for-Profit sector. She can 
be reached by phone at 604.684.6306, 
ext. 214 or email at scaparas@vancouver.
anglican.ca. 

• Synod Office Welcomes New Controller •
Shailene Caparas. PHOTO Wayne Chose

bour Award by the publication Lynn Valley 
Life. Wilna Parry, a long time parishioner 
of St. Clement’s in Lynn Valley, nomi-
nated Lizz. Lynn Valley Life team member, 
Peggy Trendell-Jensen who is a parishioner 
at St. Catherine’s, Capilano, announced 
the award. There is definitely a profound 
Anglican connection to compassionate 
service food ministry in the North Van-
couver Region.

Congratulations Lizz and congratula-
tions to all of the folks that work so hard to 
make Sharing Abundance such a successful 
compassionate service ministry.

Lizz will be presented a plaque in rec-
ognition of the award at a future date. 

Quiche Lorraine, Welsh Cakes, croissants, 
juice, coffee and tea. 

Bishop Melissa Skelton has become a 
part of this community and does her best 
to attend as her busy schedule allows and 
she was in attendance. The make-up of the 
community has altered over the years with 
the biggest change in the past year being the 
absences of Anne and Jim McCullum due 
to health issues followed by their deaths in 
October and November 2014. 

The Thursday morning Eucharist and 
breakfast community remains a small but 
vibrant group of committed Christians who 
would love to welcome more participants to 
both tables. If you find yourself in down-
town Vancouver on a Thursday morning at 
7:30 am please drop by. 

When her schedule allows Bishop Melissa is often at the Christ Church Cathedral 7:30 am Eucharist as presider and homilist. 
PHOTO Randy Murray

Bishop Melissa greets the Rev. Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Theologian in Residence at Christ Church Cathedral (she is being very careful 
with the coffee pot) as Pastor Brian Heinrich the Cathedral’s Assistant to the Rector for Street Ministry and Service stands by with 
the kettle. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Members of the Thursday 7:30 am congregation avail themselves of the breakfast buffet, prepared and served by Cathedral clergy and staff. RIGHT After breakfast foods have been consumed the conversation continues. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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The February Topic is always a bit of a 
conundrum. The material for the issue 
needs to be in to the communications office 
by Christmas week but it doesn’t seem to 
make sense to do a lot of Christmas event 
reporting in a publication that comes out 
two to three weeks before Ash Wednesday. 
That being said, diocesan communications 
would still like to share a little bit of info 
about, and a couple of images from, the 
Pickup Pageant staged in the North Van-
couver Deanery.

The invitation to participate that was 
circulated around the region and beyond 
requested that those attending show up 
dressed as their favourite characters from 
the Christmas story narrative. However, 
there were lots of costumes and props on 
hand at St. Catherine’s, Capilano on the 
afternoon of December 21st to ensure full 
participation.

North Vancouver Regional Deanery 
Council’s Children and Youth Ministry 

• Pickup Pageant • North Vancouver Region •

LEFT The Rev. Elizabeth Ruder-Celiz continuing the narration in the presence of the recently arrived “Wise Persons.” RIGHT More folks have appeared on stage following the singing of Angels We Have Heard on High. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Coordinator, the Rev. Elizabeth Ruder-
Celiz coordinated the action with the aid 
of Diocesan Children and Youth Ministry 
Coordinator, Caitlin Reilley Beck. The text 
for the story was upbeat and imaginative 
and each character was assigned a phrase 
or sound to make whenever their character 
was mentioned. Joseph, portrayed by the 
Rev. Stephen Muir was assigned the phrase 

“Oh wow!” Synod staffer and St. John’s, 
North Vancouver parishioner, Phil Colvin 
portraying the cow dipped deeply into the 
Stanislavsky method making the sound 

“moo” uniquely his own. In keeping with 
the tradition of Christmas Pageants, the 
action was punctuated by congregational 
Carol singing. 

So if your parish or deanery has a his-
tory of feeling stressed at Christmas and 
the organization of a full pageant or tableau 
event seems daunting, a pickup pageant is a 
great alternative and lots of fun! 

An Angel of the Lord visited Joseph, Mary, Donkey and Cow early in the story. PHOTO Randy Murray
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update Regarding the Diocese of New Westminster’s  
Motions & Statements Regarding pipelines, Tankers & Investments
MARGARET MARquARDT
Chair of the Diocesan Eco-Justice Unit 

In light of the citizen commitments to ecological concerns 
regarding the Kinder Morgan work on Burnaby Mountain 
during this past November 2014, I have gathered the 
motions and statements from our diocese.

Synod 2012 Motion 6 Carried 

That this Synod: 
a. confesses its complicity in economic systems which exploit 
the natural creation as a source of wealth, and acknowledges our 
unhealthy dependence upon nonrenewable forms of energy; and

b. declares its opposition to the Enbridge Northern Gateway pipe-
line project and requests the Bishop to convey its support to the 
signatories of the Save the Fraser Declaration, who have declared 
that they will not permit the pipeline to cross their traditional 
territories; and

c. asks the Administration and Finance Committee to explore 
the exclusion of all Enbridge and Kinder Morgan stock from our 
Diocesan investment portfolio.

Ian Robertson, Diocesan Treasurer wrote an article entitled 
Kinder Morgan and Enbridge as Diocesan Investments, which 
was published and is now archived on the diocesan website. 

“The Diocesan investment in the Consolidated Trust Fund 
(CTF) managed by Philips, Hager and North (PHN) does 
not include any equity or debt in Kinder Morgan, a firm 
proposing to increase its pipeline to Vancouver and to ship 

dramatically increased volumes of petroleum products from 
the port of Vancouver.”

Freeing up $50 for the Anglican Foundation
DIANA SWIFT
Anglican Journal

Let’s face it. Nowadays, $50 doesn’t buy a body very 
much — certainly not an annual membership in most 
national organizations. But for a parish, just five purple Sir 
John A’s will buy it an annual membership in the Anglican 
Foundation of Canada (AFC), the church’s national chari-
table organization that funds a wide variety of projects in 
support of Canadian Anglicanism. In the past few years, 
the AFC has awarded half a million dollars in grants for 
diverse ministries across the Anglican Church of Canada.

Under the executive directorship of Toronto-based 
Rev. Canon Dr. Judy Rois, the AFC is currently running 
its Free Up $50 campaign. The goal is to get each one of 
the country’s roughly 1,650 Anglican parishes on board 
with a $50 donation. “Since the campaign began this past 
November, 65 new parishes have become AFC members,” 
says Rois. “Added to the 400 existing members, that leaves 
just 1,185 to go!” 

Rois is optimistic about expanding AFC membership. 
“I believe most Anglicans are ready and willing to give to 
their Foundation so that it can be there for them when 
they need it,” she says. “For various reasons, I think the 
entry fee of $50 a year per parish may have simply fallen 
off people’s radar.” 

The AFC has been working hard to raise its profile and 

make people aware of its significant capacity to support 
Anglican ministries from infrastructure improvements to 
youth ministry and lots more in between. 

Aware that supporting the AFC ultimately benefits their 
parishes; diocesan Bishops are among the AFC’s strongest 
proponents. “What goes around comes around,” says Arch-
bishop Percy Coffin, when asked why every single parish in 
his Diocese of Western Newfoundland is an AFC member. 

“The practice of each parish in the diocese being a member 
was started a long time ago by Archbishop Stewart Payne. 
He motivated the parishes by reminding them, ‘As you 
have received funding from your Foundation, you ought 
to give something in return.’”

The other two dioceses in Newfoundland and Labrador 
(Central and Eastern) have also signed on. As Bishop David 
Torraville of the Diocese of Central Newfoundland puts 
it, “The Anglican Foundation is a way of saying that we 
are in this together.” 

Bishop Geoff Peddle of the Diocese of Eastern New-
foundland and Labrador is another staunch supporter of the 
AFC. All congregations in Bishop Peddle’s jurisdiction are 
members, and the diocese’s Rev. Dr. Alex Faseruk is an AFC 
board member who has served on the finance committee.

Looking to the Far North, both the Diocese of Yukon 

“With 465 member parishes, we just have 1,185 more to go,” says the Rev. Canon  
Dr. Judy Rois, executive director of the Anglican Foundation of Canada.  
PHOTO Janet Friesen

The CTF has held equity in Enbridge through the 
mutual fund administered by PHN (further detail is avail-
able if needed). The summary is this (Margaret’s notes), 

“As of September 17, 2012, all holding in Enbridge had 
been sold.” 

In summary: our diocese does not have any investment in 
Kinder Morgan or Enbridge.

A second motion 6 from Synod 2012 was sent to 
Diocesan Council. This following motion was carried at 
Diocesan Council September 2012. 

“That Diocesan Council convey its support to the Mayors of Van-
couver and Burnaby in their opposition to any increase in oil tanker 
traffic in Burrard Inlet resulting from the proposed twinning of the 
Kinder Morgan pipeline; and request the Regional Archdeacons of 
Capilano and Westminster to work with parish clergy and lay lead-
ers to urge their respective governments to oppose the proposed 

and the Diocese of the Arctic purchased AFC memberships 
for all their parishes before Christmas 2014. “The Anglican 
Foundation has always been a fantastic partner with the 
Diocese of the Arctic,” says diocesan Bishop David Parsons. 

“Investing in the AFC is really investing in our own family, 
and who wouldn’t do that?”

Adds Bishop Larry Robertson of the Diocese of Yukon, 
“For over 35 years and within two northern dioceses, I have 
seen the great benefits that many parishes have received 
from the Anglican Foundation. I am proud to be a mem-
ber and to encourage the parishes I serve to be members.”

The Diocese of Yukon’s executive committee considered 
it important to support the Foundation fully through 
every parish’s paying its membership because of the AFC’s 
generous support over the years. “We felt that if a parish 
couldn’t afford a membership, then the diocese would come 
to its aid,” says Sarah Usher, diocesan administrative officer.

Rois is hopeful that other Anglican jurisdictions across 
Canada will be inspired by the examples of these sparsely 
populated dioceses in Canada’s most easterly and northerly 
regions. “They have really stepped up to the plate with all 
their parishes becoming annual donating members,” she 
says. 

“What goes around comes around,” says Archbishop Percy Coffin of the Diocese of 
Western Newfoundland, where every single parish is a member of the Anglican 
Foundation of Canada. PHOTO Courtesy Archbishop Percy Coffin

“Investing in the Anglican Foundation of Canada is like investing in our own family, 
and who wouldn’t do that?” says Bishop David Parsons of the Diocese of the Arctic. 
PHOTO Courtesy Bishop David Parsons

In summary:  
our diocese does not have any investment  

in Kinder Morgan or Enbridge.

twinning of the Kinder Morgan pipeline and subsequent increases 
in oil tanker traffic in Burrard Inlet.”

Since these motions and statement of 2012, there have 
been Diocesan educational gatherings both by the Eco-
Justice Unit as well as in the locals of North Vancouver and 
Burnaby regarding these pipeline proposals. Over many 
years in our diocese as we have reflected on our call to the 
stewardship of God’s creation. There has been a full under-
standing of the responsibility we have in caring for God’s 
creation. We have this responsibility to watch over the gift 
of creation because we are responsible for its destruction.

There is a long and honourable tradition and practice in 
the church and wider community of non-violent resistance 
as people stand up for and with others in a public witness of 
things that we hold as sacred. We have done this particularly 
in areas where there is vulnerability. The earth and the air 
we breathe and the creatures of our waters are groaning. 
These friends of ours, which give us life, are wounded. 

We are all vulnerable to their wounds.
In the face of the reality of the  
destructiveness of fossil fuels… 
in the face of the reality of little government leadership 
in alternative energy resource research and initiative… 
non-violent resistance is one clear way that citizens can 
be a witness. 
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GROWING COMMuNITIES OF FAITH
What Do Statistics  
Really Tell us About parish Development?
RuTH MONETTE
Director for Ministry & Mission Development, Diocese of New Westminster

February. The month when I look longingly 
at the weather forecasts for Los Angeles 
and wonder why I ever left. And it’s also 
the month when diocesan staff begins col-
lecting parish statistics via parochial reports. 
It’s also the month when the churchy 
blogosphere heats up with questions about 
if we’re really collecting the right kind of 
information in order to track the outcomes 
and impacts of our mission and ministry. 
(See the side bar — The ABCs — for the kind 
of information collected.)

This diocese collects information on 
attendance, giving, and pastoral services 
(such as funerals). It also collects some 
information that tries to get a snapshot of 
how active a parish is — how many small 
groups the parish has and what kinds of 
adult formation is offered.

One strain of the discussion around 
parish statistics wishes we collected more 
data on the impacts of our ministry outside 
of Sunday morning attendees. Those folks 
wonder why we don’t ask questions such 
as the average attendance at a parish’s com-
munity meal or the number of people who 
received assistance through a parish-based 
food bank. If we count those numbers, 
it might also be important to count the 
number of volunteers with those ministries 
who are not also regular Sunday attendees.

Another strain of the discussion (this 
one often led by clergy) wonders about 
how we might track “touches” of our 
ministry. How do we track the impact of 
a priest’s daily cup of coffee in a local shop 
and should we only count the ones where 
someone was brave enough to ask about the 

funny shirt? Is there value in knowing how 
many inquiring couples toured the building 
as a potential site for their wedding? What 
about how many people visited the building 
in a week — for any purpose?

One of the more interesting arguments 
I’ve seen is that when we track membership 
and giving we’re tracking numbers that 
reflect high degrees of commitment. What 
if we did a better job tracking the early 
signs of interest in our parishes? What if 
we tracked the number of first-time visi-
tors or the number of hits to our website in 
the month of December (when we might 
assume a high percentage of those hits were 
checking on Christmas service times)? 

Regardless of what numbers we are 
tracking, the value of the numbers we col-
lect does not really lie in the raw data. It’s in 
the trends and the stories the data can tell us. 
Is the parish growing in attendance, but not 
in income? Are the parish’s expenses rising 
while attendance is flat? How are the parish’s 
demographics compared to the neighbour-
hood’s? Is the impact of the parish’s ministry 
in the community greater than the average 
Sunday attendance can sustain? How many 
first-time visitors return? 

These kinds of questions let us use the 
data to work on the parish’s next steps in 
development. Thinking about those ques-
tions might also help Parish Council con-
sider if it needs to be asking some different 
questions in 2015. After all, just because 
the diocese doesn’t have a box for it on our 
parochial statistics form doesn’t mean a par-
ish couldn’t and shouldn’t be tracking it. 

Traditionally, churches in North America have used the ABCs as the pri-
mary measures for how “successful” any given parish is. Often the ABCs 
have been used with a “bigger is better” attitude, but that’s not the only way.

A is for Attendance 
The attendance number we think about most is Average Sunday Attendance 
or ASA. This is a combination of all the services offered on a Sunday (other 
than weddings or funerals). It’s the number we tend to use when we’re trying 
to get a feel for the size of a parish. The size of a parish is useful information 
because a place that has an ASA of 50 needs to operate differently than 
one with 500. Those two parishes would also have different resources to 
consider when facing various kinds of challenges — and different gifts to 
offer members and visitors. 

B is for Buildings
In our diocese, we don’t ask about buildings on annual reporting forms. 
But all our parishes that own their own property know that caring for 
the building can be one of the most significant parts of a parish budget. 
Traditionally, when we have considered buildings as part of a church’s 
success we have been thinking about growing bigger, newer, and fancier. 
Now, when we think about buildings, I hope, we’re thinking more about 
fit and use and location and stewardship. Our buildings are often the 
thing that roots us in a particular community. They are gifts given us by 
previous generations of Anglicans in that community. We need to be good 
stewards of them and use them well. But sometimes we no longer fit into 
them in one way or another and we need to think creatively about how 
to address those issues.

C is for Cash
Parishes turn in full financial statements with their parochial statistics. And 
the full information is useful, but there are also several sets of numbers 
parish leaders might want to carry around in their heads (or in a file on 
their smartphones): a rough total of income and expenses and the number 
of identified givers and how much of the income they provide. Again, it is 
easy to assume that a bigger budget — more income, at least — is always 
better. But the real questions are about fit and sustainability — is the parish 
able to afford the mission and ministry it feels called to? 

The ABCs

The Church Should Get Out of the Marriage Business
HOWIE ADAN
Priest of the Diocese, with Permission to Officiate 

During my ministry career I have presided 
at dozens and dozens of weddings. And I’ve 
done my fair share of marriage preparation 
too. However, apart from service entries in 
the vestry book, I’ve never registered a mar-
riage; I’ve never “married” anyone.

When I moved to Canada in 2011, and 
took up my first posting in the Anglican 
Church of Canada one of the first things 
I needed to do was register with the pro-
vincial authorities to be authorized to per-
form and register the weddings at which I 
presided. The paperwork was included in 
a stack of other forms presented to me by 
the diocese and, to be honest, I didn’t give 
it much thought until I received the return 
letter from the BC Vital Statistics Agency 
extending my authorization and giving me 
a license number to include on any submit-
ted marriage registration forms.

It was then that I unearthed a personal 
conviction I had never before had the occa-
sion to give any serious thought to: I don’t 
believe the Church should be marrying 
anyone.

For the first 10 years of my ministry I 
lived in the Netherlands, one of the coun-
tries in Europe where churches have no 
role in the legal aspects of marriage. A civil 
registrar, normally at city hall, conducts all 
wedding ceremonies and only afterwards 
may the couple proceed to a church, if 

they wish, for a secondary ceremony. This 
second event looks exactly like a standard 
church wedding, with the exclusion of the 
legal rubrics. It is a purely religious event.

Upon moving to British Columbia I 
discovered that my experience to date was 
not merely a reflection of my Dutch con-
text; it was also consonant with my sense 
of Church/State relations with regard to 
marriage. Fortunately I had a Bishop who 
was sympathetic to my sensitivities and I 
was granted the request to have my name 
withdrawn from the civil registry. Practically, 
this has meant that any couple wishing for 
me to preside at their ceremony must first 
engage the services of a civil registrar, or 
allow me to work in tandem with another 
minister who will complete the legal 
necessities.

What, other than historical precedent, 
makes us believe the Church should have 
anything to do with deciding who may 
or may not marry in a society? There are 
no other legal issues in Canadian family 
law — divorce, custody, wills, taxes, estates, 
death, you name it — where the State 
extends a legal function to religious rep-
resentatives. Why, then, should this right 
be given at the initiation of the marriage 
relationship?

“It is a sacrament!” I hear you say. Yes, I 
agree. A visible sign of an invisible grace. At 

This op/ed piece was originally published online, December 24th, 2014 (www.howieadan.wordpress.com).

least that is how I have experienced my own 
marriage. I wish that every couple would 
want to have their marriage relationship 
acknowledged, celebrated and blessed in 
the context of a faith community. However, 
I see no reason for the Church to continue 
debating the minimum qualifications for 
marriage or remaining a servant of the State 
in performing the legal function of register-
ing marriages. Marriage is an experience 
common to the entire populace; let that 
populace, in the form of the elected govern-
ment, decide its parameters and provide for 
its legal bureaucracy. (And let the Church 
be free to maintain its prophetic voice vis-
à-vis the government with this issue as it 
does with any other.)*

The Churches of the Anglican Commu-
nion are awash with marriage debates.  Per-
haps the problem stems from a presumptive 
authority, which no longer has any basis in 
reality in our modern societies, which have 
moved beyond the Church/State relation-
ships of the era of Christendom.

As for me, it is rather straightforward: 
if you want me to preside at your wedding, 
to lead the worshipping community in cel-

OpINION

The Rev. Howie Adan.

* Naturally, in countries with established, or “state,” churches — such as England — the issue is  
somewhat more intricate; thankfully we are free of that complication in Canada.

ebrating with you and seeking God’s bless-
ing in your relationship, I will do it gladly.

Just show me your Certificate of Mar-
riage first. 
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OpINION
Good News & Tough Questions • Children & Youth Ministries in Small Parishes
CAITLIN REILLEY BECK
Children and Youth Ministry Coordinator, Diocese of New Westminster

I wonder what children and youth min-
istries look like to you. For many people, 
when we imagine what children and youth 
ministries in the church should be like, we 
think about big Sunday School programs 
with dozens of families and kids, or youth 
groups with multiple leaders and 10 – 15 
kids coming every week. We imagine spe-
cial family worship, separate programs and 
events. We imagine dynamic and highly 
trained youth leaders and enthusiastic vol-
unteers fully committed to youth ministry. 
We imagine all of these exciting, fantastic, 
creative, crowded, resource-intensive, com-
plicated, unexpected, messy, intimidating 
things.

We know that this ministry is impor-
tant; we know that Jesus said, “let the little 
children come to me” and that whoever 
welcomes a child in Jesus’ name, welcomes 
Jesus; when we are at a child’s baptism and 
we make a promise to support them in their 
life in Christ, we really mean it and we really 
want to. But we look around at our parishes, 
most of them small, and we can’t imagine 
how we can do ministry with children and 
young people the way it’s supposed to be 
done. In my conversations with folks from 
parishes, there are some common laments:

	 •	 “There	are	no	children	or	young	people	 
  in our parish.”

	 •	 “We	are	an	elderly	congregation;	we	can’t	 
  do youth and family ministry.”

	 •	 “We	are	a	small	parish;	we	can’t	afford	the	 
  resources for children and youth ministries.”

	 •	 “I	would	love	to	do	youth	and	family	 
  ministry, but we only have two or three  
  people under 18 on any given Sunday.”

Youth and family ministry is challenging, 
but it is a source of anxiety, frustration and 
sadness for so many people in the church 
instead of a source of life and inspiration. 
Well I have Good News for the anxious, 
frustrated and sad: 

 You’re doing better than you think. 
 It’s less complicated than you think. 
 You have more than you think. 

You’re doing better than you think.
When we picture youth and family ministry 
as dozens of families in our parishes or as 
Sunday school programs with fifty kids or 

more, our mind’s eye is fooling us. Most of 
the parishes in our diocese are small or very 
small, with fewer than 100 people in wor-
ship each week. According to the research 
of Ministry Architects, who consult with 
churches on building sustainable youth and 
family ministry, you can expect a group of 
children and teenagers the size of 10% of 
your average Sunday attendance. Don’t pull 
out your calculators, I will do the math for 
you, if you are in a parish with 50 people 
in church on a Sunday, then you could 
reasonably expect that 5 young people 
are involved somewhere in the life of your 
parish. Whether they have connected to 
worship, parish events, outreach, music 
ministry, etc… the point is they have 
connected. They are a part of the parish. 
So think about how many young people 
are connected to the life of your parish 
compared to the total number of people 
in church on Sunday. Now you can set a 
realistic goal and work towards it (which 
means you are more likely to find success).

It’s less complicated than you think.
When we picture special youth worship 
services and separate programs for kids and 
teens, it is because for some reason, we don’t 
believe that the services, programs and par-
ish events that we love, can also be loved by 
young people. It is true that culture changes 
from one generation to another and that 
people of different ages have different needs 
and ways of engaging. But if you already 
have 80 year olds and 40 year olds engaged 
in the same worship services and parish 
events, why wouldn’t you think teenagers 
and toddlers could also be included? You 
can build a community where people of all 
ages are involved.

You have more than you think.
The greatest gifts of small parish communi-
ties are the personal, caring relationships 
that can be formed when there are fewer 
people. This is a wonderful gift in ministry 
among children and youth: in small par-
ishes, with no more than ten young people 
involved, everyone can know the names of 
all the young members! You have more than 
enough space and money and staff to reach 
this number of young people! Every parish 
event can be an opportunity for intergen-
erational ministry! Every young person has 

St. Augustine’s has hired trained Godly Play teacher, Victoria Schmidt, to lead their children’s program every Sunday. Average 
Sunday Attendance: 45 people. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck

the chance to be a leader! Every adult can 
be a leader in youth and family ministry! 
Now, before you get scared that you don’t 
know how to be a youth leader, I have 
some more Good News, we have an app for 
that — well we have an online training pro-
gram, Trailblazing, and a support network 
of other youth and family ministers, and 
regular training events, like our Godly Play 
Information Event on February 28th, and 
lots of books and DVDs and a Diocesan 
Coordinator to help you do it! 

But Good News is more than reassuring, 
comfortable words reinforcing what we 
already think and do; it comes with some 
tougher questions that need answers. 

•	 “There	are	no	children	or	young	people	 
 in our parish.” 
Are there really none? No children on your 
parish list? None have been baptised in your 
parish this year? No children have been in 
your building this year? Nobody in your 
parish has children or grandchildren or god-
children? When was the last time you talked 
or prayed about children in the Church? 

•	 “We	are	an	elderly	congregation;	we	can’t	 
 do youth and family ministry.”
Are you older than Abraham and Sarah were 
when they had Isaac? Older than Simeon 
and Anna when they received the infant 
Jesus in the Temple? Are you too old to love 
other people, to pray with them and for 

them, to listen to them and to speak with 
them? No, then you probably aren’t too old 
to do youth and family ministry.

•	 “We	are	a	small	parish;	we	can’t	afford	the	 
 resources for children and youth ministries.”
What do you need to do this ministry? 
What resources do you have? Do you know 
how much it would cost to do this ministry? 
Have you thought about how youth and 
family ministry could be a credit to the 
parish instead of an expense? Have you 
asked to borrow or share resources? Have 
you asked about free resources? 

•	 “I	would	love	to	do	youth	and	family	 
 ministry, but we only have two or three  
 people under 18 on any given Sunday.”
Who are the two or three? What are their 
names and how are they involved? Why are 
they involved? Have you asked them? Do 
you love them? Congratulations, you are 
doing youth and family ministry, now do 
you want to do it better?

So when you lament the lack of resources 
or children or volunteers or expertise in 
your small church, think about the ques-
tions above and pray about it — if you need 
a specific prayer, say the doxology from the 
end of our Eucharist service — then give me 
a call or send me an email because when it 
comes to youth and family ministry in a 
small parish, the Good News is you already 
have more than you can ask or imagine. 

In June, St. Anselm’s hosted a combined ecumenical youth event with 25 participants from 6 different churches. Average Sunday attendance: 40 people. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck
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OpINION

Lift up Your Eyes and See…
ART TuRNBuLL
Retired Priest of the Diocese of Ontario with Permission to Officiate in the Diocese of New Westminster 

“They’re all like that. None of them learned 
how to drive. They should all be sent back 
to where they came from.” That is what I 
heard one young man say to another as all 
of us waited at the corner for the light to 
change. Just as the light changed, a car had 
zoomed around the corner. These unflatter-
ing remarks were said out loud and quickly.

There is an increasing undertone of 
racial prejudice evident in our society. 
Little remarks are made in ways that brand 
one group of people as unequal. In casual 
conversation little slurs slip out, targeting 
those who look different. Email forwards 
bring unsolicited messages of protest against 
assumed slights to some demographic 
group’s traditional ways. It is said that 
Christmas carols cannot be sung in public, 
or prayer cannot take place in schools, or 
that minority groups are freeloaders. None 
of this is true. There are no laws condemn-
ing Christian traditions in Canada. The 
opposite is true. Religious practices are 
guaranteed in law. Still many people cry 
out that the values are being replaced to 
appease the minorities.

It is my opinion that Anglicans need 
to become aware and sensitive to the dif-
ferences and challenges faced by all people. 
The time has long gone when it was okay to 

go along with inappropriate stories and bit-
ing remarks that hurt others. Such bigotry 
has never been okay. 

The God we find in the Bible, when we 
read carefully and not just selectively, tells us 
to be inclusive. God does not mind that we 
come in different shapes, sizes and colours, 
with differing voices. God does mind that 
we look after each other, especially the 
stranger and the different. God is vast and 
sees the vastness of the Creation.

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it 
not been told to you from the beginning? Have 
you not understood from the foundation of the 
earth? …Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who 
created these? He who brings out their host and 
numbers them, calling them by name; because 
God is great in strength, mighty in power, not 
one is missing.” 
  Isaiah 40: 21 and 26 NRSV

God approaches and appears to us in many 
ways. We have a myriad of names to call this 
God. We are all connected to this Being 
beyond and within us.

Who are we to say that we are the true, 
or the only, privileged ones who count? 
There is a reality in the variety of religions 
that connects us all to the ability to touch 
the spiritual.

YES! for Transit • YES! for Eco-Justice
NIGEL HAGGAN
Member of the Eco-Justice Unit of the Diocese of New Westminster

The context is erosion of public transit in 
the Lower Mainland. The issue is the forth-
coming vote on the Mayor’s transit funding 
plan, and I’ll get to that after a brief reroute 
through Eco-justice. 

Justice is a right to physical, emotional, 
spiritual and intellectual safety and well 
being. Eco-justice recognizes that the well 
being of people, plants, animals, lands and 
waters are deeply connected. The core mes-
sage of all major religions is love and justice 
for the sick, poor, hungry, imprisoned and 
otherwise oppressed. If we follow Sallie 
McFague and Leonardo Boff in considering 
nature as the “new poor,” all scripture relat-
ing to the poor must now be interpreted to 
include humans and non-humans together. 
This is the heart, soul, mind and strength of 
the World Council of Churches’ Statement 
on Ecological Debt, the Millennium Ecosys-
tem Assessment and the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. 

Increasingly, world religious leaders 
are reaffirming something that Aboriginal 
people never forgot. That is that covenant 
or the Golden Rule extends to all creation. 
Sallie McFague’s “new poor” shocks us out 
of our “false anthropology” of entitlement 
to all we can afford. Covenant forbids us 
to condescend, either to humans as “poor” 
or to non-humans through the epithet of 

“conservation.” Biology teaches us that we 
owe a debt to the most ancient life forms 
that persist in our DNA. Ecology teaches 
us that we live in a company of relation-
ships — of beings, connections, spaces, life-
giving flows of air and water, music, voices 
and resonances. Eco-justice requires that we 
cherish and protect our human and non-
human relatives. BC has a large “ecological 
debt” in the shape of depleted forests, fish 
and wildlife. BC has an enormous debt 
to Aboriginal people, acknowledged, but 
subverted by a glacially slow treaty process. 
Eco-justice would endow Aboriginal people 
with the resources and responsibility of 
restoration. Eco-justice would create vibrant 
and diverse local economies that reflect love 
as well as need. 

Applied to public transit, eco-justice 
requires a broad and long view of “costs 
and benefits”: 

	 •	 Transit	—	the	ability	to	move	—	is a human  
  right. No one questions the right of those  
  that can afford cars to travel for work or play. 
	 •	 Transit	is	a	public service, a convenience  
  to the affluent, but a necessity for the  
  disadvantaged. There is no need for a public  
  service to make a profit, as witnessed  
  by public outrage at attempts to privatize  
  Medicare.
	 •	More	private	cars	accelerate	global	climate	 
  change and reduce air quality. Air pollution  
  kills 21,000 Canadians every year, 9 times  
	 	 the	number	killed	in	car	accidents	—	rich	 
  and poor get equal treatment. 
	 •	 Traffic	congestion	costs	work	time	and	 
  contributes to chronic and acute stress  
	 	 —	road	rage,	inattention	and	accidents.
	 •	More	cars	increase	wear	and	tear	on	roads	 
  and bridges and increase enforcement costs. 
	 •	 Traffic	noise	and	volume	reduce	use	and	 
  enjoyment of public spaces. 

Short-Term Action 
Vote Yes!

Help people register to vote! At home, in 
your neighbourhood, schools, church, gym, 
coffee shops, workplace and organizations.

Show our provincial government that 
we care about affordable accessible, safe 
transit for all, but especially for the most 
marginalized. That we care about justice 

for the environment. That we care about 
justice for those least able to pay to get to 
work, play and visit with their loved ones. 
To have a chance to enjoy Super Natural BC.

Long-Term Action
We want government to live up to the long-
term commitment implicit in the carbon 
tax. We want government to honour their 
commitment to match the long-awaited 
Compass system to London’s Oyster card 
that is free for children, students, seniors 
and the disabled and subsidized for job 
seekers and apprentices. With no require-
ment to “tap out” on buses.

I am confident that a full analysis 
of social, economic, environmental and 
spiritual (amenity) benefits would justify 
substantial increases in service and a sub-
stantial fare reduction. Short-term research 
funds could be sought from Eco-Justice 
Canada, David Suzuki Foundation and 
many other conservation organizations. In 
the long-term, a full social-environmental-
economic spiritual accounting would be an 
excellent Masters or PhD project. 

No world-class transit.
No world-class city. 
No rider left behind! 

The Rev. Art Turnbull, September 2014. PHOTO Randy Murray

Eco-Justice Unit Member, Dr.  Nigel Haggan.

Rather than cast suspicion upon oth-
ers who might look different, it is time to 
sit down and listen to what makes us all 
similar. In parishes we need to reach out 
in our neighbourhoods to share the gift of 
self and others. It is time to explore together 
the ways of each other. The present moment 
offers a creative ability for people to choose 
to be together rather than apart. We simply 
need to get on with it. So, find ways to make 
acceptance happen today. 
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News & Events for Youth in the Diocese of New Westminster

YOUTH CONNECTIONS

contact • Caitlin Reilley Beck, 
 Diocesan Coordinator for Children & Youth Ministry
 cbeck@vancouver.anglican.ca  
 604.684.6306 ext. 225

youth groups •
For Parish Youth Groups go to http://tinyurl.com/DNW-Youth

When No One Comes…
CAMERON GuTJAHR

Children and Youth Ministry Coordinator, St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale

I was very excited for the November 29th. I was going to 
be involved in putting on the Christian New Year’s Cel-
ebration for families at Ryerson United Church. This was 
to be a Constellation Ministry event — a group of mostly 
Anglican and United churches on the west side of Vancou-
ver who have been working at youth ministry together. For 
this event, each church was assigned a different liturgical 
season that they then had to interpret for the families 
who would visit their table. St. Mary’s had been assigned 
the Epiphany table. I had talked to families, handed out 
invitations to the Sunday School, and I had even found a 
wonderful family who put together a big beautiful table 
all about Epiphany. We had a storybook, a big poster, real 
frankincense, myrrh and gold (painted rocks… give us a 
break!) and stars on which people could write their names 
and the gifts that they would offer the Christ Child. We 
even had shiny crowns to wear as we shared about the visit 
of the Wise Ones to Jesus. We arrived half an hour early, 
set up our table, practiced our lines and donned our shiny 
crowns. We were bursting at the seams, excited and ready 
to share about Epiphany with everyone who came. 

The only problem is that no one did.
It seems to happen so often in Church-land. All the time, 

we put a lot of hard work and planning into something 
to only have no one come. It can be an embarrassing and 
disheartening experience. It can make one feel worthless, 
uncared for, like a failure. I’ll be honest that some of these 
feelings crossed my mind as the minutes ticked by the 
official start time. 

I recognize that we did not achieve the goal that we set 
for ourselves for this event. It is a hard but important thing 
to admit. It is a good thing to be honest with ourselves and 
with each other. However, that was not the end of it. There 
was something more going on at the Christian New Year’s 
Celebration; the Spirit moved in that place. 

As it became clear that no one would be coming, we 
volunteers started to wander around and visit each other’s 
tables. We entered into a process of teaching and learning. 
We entered into a time of conversation, of community and 
relationship building. Just as it says in the gospel of Mat-
thew, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I’m there with them.” God was there. This Celebration 
reminded me that God is always with us, even when no 
one comes. It helped remind me that I need to be prepared 
to be surprised with how God will work with, around and 
despite all of my plans and preparations. I realized that this 
event, which had failed, actually counted as a success. Now 
in honour of the fad of Internet list making, here are the 12 
reasons why the event that no one came to was a success: 

 1. There were people there! An intergenerational group of  
  volunteers from 5 different churches meeting each other!
 2. There was a Pentecost science experiment demonstration,  
  with fire!
 3. I decorated a cookie and ate it  
  (maybe it was more than 1…) 
 4. I worked with a family that I had not had the opportunity  
  to work with before at St. Mary’s.
 5. Silly pictures were taken in the nativity photo booth.
 6. I got to explore what Epiphany meant and then shared  
  that with others. 
 7. There was an unexpected opportunity to pray. 

 8. I had a wonderful activity station prepared that we used  
  at church through the season of Epiphany. 
 9. Washi tape; I learned what it was and its countless uses. 
 10. I made connections with new people whom I plan to  
  work with more in 2015. 
 11. There was group collaging. 
 12. I left feeling fed and fulfilled. 

The Easter Table. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck

It is difficult for things not to work out according to plan, 
but do not be discouraged or dismayed. Learn and return 
with renewed vigor. Look for where and how God is work-
ing through all things. I am twice as excited now for next 
year’s Christian New Year’s Celebration than I was leading 
up to the 29th of November this year. Who knows, next 
time maybe somebody will come; maybe it will be you.  

A close-up of the LEGO crèche scene at the Epiphany Table. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck

LEFT The Epiphany Table display waiting for guests. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck RIGHT Smelling frankincense for the first time at the Epiphany Table. PHOTO Irene Griffiths

Miranda Butler and Johanna Finlay from St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale 
at the Christian New Year’s Fair. PHOTO Irene Griffiths

Photo fun at the Christmas photo booth. PHOTO Irene Griffiths


