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Keeping the faith 
by Bishop David Lehmann

November is a nostalgic month for me.  It starts with All 
Saints and All Souls Days.  Two power days of remembrance 
on the church calendar.  The first, for me, being about the 
pillars of faith that we admire and look to throughout the 
scope of salvation history.  While the second is about those 
who I have known and have formed my faith journey, who 
now are at rest.  These a personal pillars whose journeys may 
not end with stained glass windows, but have certainly 
marked my life.  It is from the poem In Flanders Fields that 
my mind locks onto as I think about their witness and life - 
“If ye break faith with us who die, we shall not sleep ….”  
There is a haunting call to honour their memory (I realize 
I’m taking liberties with McCrae’s words) and to live a faith 
worthy of them and of Christ.  The issue is what does it 
mean to “Keep faith”?
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Upcoming Diocesan 
Events 

Morning Prayer 

Monday - Saturday ~ 8 am 

St. Mark’s, Dawson Creek 
Facebook Page 

Mid-day Prayer 

Monday - Saturday ~ 12:15 

St. Andrew’s Cathedral 
Facebook Group  

Spiritual Journey 

Monday - Friday ~ 2ish 

Bulkley Valley Anglican 
Facebook Group 

Compline 

Nightly  

9:00 pm PT on Facebook 

9:30 pm PT on Vimeo 

Diocesan Service 

Sundays  

10:00 am PT on Facebook, 
YouTube, and Vimeo
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Love of God and Neighbour
Jesus, when asked to summarize the Law, stated that we are 
to love God and our neighbour.  These seem obvious, yet 
challenging.  Loving God is easy right.  Those first 4 
Commandments aren’t complicated.  But it’s amazing how 
fast we are distracted and tempted away.  The other 6 
Commandments, are easy too.  It’s not like I go around 
killing people.  But Jesus set that bar higher with how we 
regard people and how we hold others in our hearts.  The 
heart gets wounded and is fickle.  In all honesty, Jesus 
summary points to a life of reflection and self sacrifice.

Return of the King
November ends with the start of the new liturgical year.  
The First Sunday of Advent points us not only towards 
Christmas and Jesus’s birth in Bethlehem, but beyond to 
when He will return.  The coming of our God is a past and 
future event.  While the details are unknown, we hold to 
hope for the day when Christ will appear.  The day when 
wars, hunger, disease, suffering, and death will end.  The day 
when love triumphs over all.  The day of the Christ our 
King.  This is news that strengthens me on the dark days, 
but also emboldens me to tell others that there is hope.

Remembrance in action
Those saints that we recall, they were all people of action 
and shared their faith by word and deed.  Christ’s appeal  to 
love God and our neighbours is not passive either.  
McCrae’s call to keep faith is a call to action.  Remembrance 
is not merely sitting back and contemplating the good deeds 
of others, but a response in kind to aide those around us.   
As people are feeling lonely, send out Christmas cards 
(preferably homemade).  As people are hungry, make a 
donation to a food bank or soup kitchen.  As people are 
anxious, pray with them and for them.  As people are made 
in the image of God, reflect that back with how you treat 
them.  As the stress of these days continues, recall the saints 
of old, and remember God’s love carried them too.
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Follow us 

Current new items and prayer 
lists are on our website and 

Facebook page. 

Bishop’s Travels 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, all of Bishop 
David’s travels have been 
canceled until further notice.  
As we do not know when 
social-distancing will end, 
please watch our Facebook 
page for updates! 

Camp Caledonia 

Like us on Facebook for 
up to date information. 

  

www.campcaledonia.ca 

http://www.campcaledonia.ca
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In Flanders Fields 
Dr. John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,

    That mark our place; and in the sky

    The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

    Loved and were loved, and now we lie,

        In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

    The torch; be yours to hold it high.

    If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

        In Flanders fields.

Good News in difficult days 
a welcome and some hope

All Souls Day Service
 There are special days on the church 
calendar, like All Souls Day, that are a 
gift for us.  All Souls Day is given, so 
that we may recall our dead and 
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Synod Postponed 
Again! 

In response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
second wave, the Diocesan 
Executive unanimously 
moved to postpone 
Diocesan Synod.  The new 
dates are April 30th and 
May 1st in Prince Rupert.  
(The change in location 
allows for effective physical 
distancing.)  Details will 
follow. 

New Address 

Diocese of Caledonia 

200 4th Avenue West 

Prince Rupert, BC  V8J 1P3 

Phone: 250-627-1107 

Email: 
admin@caledoniaanglican.ca 

Ruby’s Thoughts 

Respect and Generosity 

One of my favourite 
Herman cartoons shows 
two kids talking while the 
father of one sleeps in a 
chair.  The son says: “Watch 
what you say around him; 
he’s not as dumb as he 
looks.”  I think when the 
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mourn them again.  The pain of loss changes us.  These 
changes may be positive.  God promised to be faithful to us.  
We can see in Scripture, the life of the Church, and in our 
own lives how true that is.  All Souls Day is a day when we 
recall that Christ promised to be faithful to us in death.  We 
can give voice to our pain, and know that God is with us.

The All Souls Day Service will be on Facebook, Vimeo, and 
YouTube at 4:00 pm on November 2nd.  Please light a 
candle and join us.

Social Media 

Please look for the Diocese on 

Facebook @dioCaledonia

Vimeo by searching for the Diocese of Caledonia or 
vimeo.com/user110118524 

YouTube Channel ~ Diocese of Caledonia

Tithing Options

One of the concerns expressed is how we can continue to 
support the mission and ministry of the local congregations.  
Easy!  Either arrange to mail in or drop off post-dated 
cheques, complete the forms on the Diocesan website for 
direct debit, or go to CanadaHelps.org or PayPal Charities 
and donate to your parish or the Diocese.  For more 
information, please contact your parish treasurer.
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Bible tells us to respect our 
elders it does so because 
there is a real need to stress 
that point.  If the key word 
for the young is “respect” 
the key word for older 
people is “generosity”.   The 
story of the workers in the 
vineyard presents a 
challenge to us older 
Christians.  (Matthew 
20:1-16) We know that we 
have given our time and 
money to the church over 
the years.  We have in fact 
worked “in the heat of the 
day.”  Younger people are 
coming along and taking 
over our jobs and it is hard 
for us to accept that we can 
no longer be at the centre 
of the action.  But the 
parable gives us the clue 
about how to handle this.  It 
asks those earlier workers if 
they are questioning God’s 
generosity.  I think we are 
called to be generous as we 
hand over the reins to the 
next generation.  If we are 
generous, it could make it 
easier for the young to be 
respectful.   

Ruby McBeth is a Lay 
Reader in the North Peace 
Parish 

http://vimeo.com/user110118524
http://CanadaHelps.org
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