on the property that was fondly called Denhome.

Denise, like her brothers and sisters, loved sports. She enjoyed
tennis, swimming and was an ardent golfer and won a number
of trophies at the Salt Spring Island Golf Club. Denise was an
avid hockey fan and loved her Saturday night hockey games as
she knew all the teams and players and did not like to be disturbed while watching the games. Denise enjoyed bridge and
also loved flowers, and she had a real green thumb that was
reflected in her colourful and showy summer flower
containers. She also enjoyed travelling and visited Ireland,
England, California and Hawaii. However, her true love was
Salt Spring Island as her family and home were her most
important priorities.

In Celebration
of the life of

Denise Francis Crofton
1913-2009

Denise was the last of the Crofton/Wilson dynasty to live on
Salt Spring Island. She lived a remarkable life staying on the
island she loved and on her family property that overlooked her
beloved Ganges Harbour.
Although Denise never married she was most certainly loved
and admired by her many nieces, nephews, great nieces, great
nephews and friends. She will be greatly missed as a truly
unique Salt Spring Island pioneer. Special thanks to the
Extended Care staff of the Lady Minto Gulf Islands Hospital,
Dr. Resnick and her personal caregiver of many years, Jill
Hickford.
Following the graveside service, there will be a reception at the
Harbour House Hotel.
Donations to Lady Minto Hospital Foundation or charity of
your choice are appreciated.

Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island

FUNERAL SERVICE
and
THANKSGIVING
for the life of

Denise Francis Crofton
Date of Birth: May 28, 1913
on Salt Spring Island, BC
Date of Death: October 4, 2009
on Salt Spring Island, BC

Tuesday, October 13, 2009
2:30 p.m.
St. Mark’s Church

Officiant: The Rev. Richard L. Stetson
Organist: David Storm

DENISE CROFTON MEMORIAL

Denise Francis Crofton was a true Salt Spring Island pioneer and
passed away peacefully in the Lady Minto Hospital on October 4,
2009. She was 96 years of age and had lived on Salt Spring her
entire life. In fact, Denise died on property that was once part of
the Crofton farm and hotel.
Born May 28, 1913, Denise was the daughter of Alfred (Fred) and
Nona Crofton. Fred Crofton and his brother Ernest moved to
Salt Spring Island from Ireland as young men in 1896. Fred
bought property at the head of Ganges Harbour and later married
Nona Wilson, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Edward Francis Wilson.
Rev. Wilson was one of the first Anglican ministers on Salt Spring
and helped build St. Mary’s Church at Fulford Harbour. Nona
Crofton, while her husband was fighting overseas in WWI, started
a boarding house that later became Harbour House Hotel (named
after Fred’s family home in Kingstown, Ireland) to help support
their growing family.
Denise was the 5th oldest child. She and her six brothers and
sisters, all born in the family home, were known as the
“Seven D’s“– Dermott, Desmond, Diana, Doreen, Denise,
Donovan (Pat) and Dulcie. Denise and her siblings worked at
helping manage and operate the Harbour House Hotel. Denise
supervised the hotel staff, helped to cook, organized events and
enjoyed entertaining guests. Harbour House Hotel became a true
resort where families came every year to enjoy the unique familyrun atmosphere, delicious meals cooked by Billy Eng, tennis
courts, salt-water swimming pool and Crofton “Irish” hospitality.
Denise made some life-long friends at the hotel, including Theo
Knight from Vancouver, who spent much of her childhood with
the Crofton family. Denise lived at Harbour House Hotel until
the business was sold in 1964.
She owned a lot adjacent to the hotel and later moved into a house

Eulogy
The Apostles’ Creed
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Short Litany, Lord’s Prayer and Responses

(Book of Common Prayer)

Processional Hymn: Lead Kindly Light

Prayers and Dismissal
Hymn: All Things Bright and Beautiful

Sentences from Scripture

PSALM 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
1

4

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.
5

Reading: 2 Corinthians 4.16-5.10

Hymn: Abide with Me

