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A LOVE FOR THE WORD 
CMBC September 14, 2014                                                                                Psalm 119 

 

 I am preaching today from Psalm 119 which has 176 verses. Don’t be afraid. I will not go 
verse by verse. 

 Often we hurry through this longest chapter, because so many verses seem so much 
the same. But we miss out on the richness of the testimony of the writer of this Psalm, 
who has come to have a deep love for the Word of God.  

 The very first Psalm introduced us to this richness: 
Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man  
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked  
or stand in the way of sinners  
or sit in the seat of mockers.  
[2] But his delight is in the law of the LORD,  
and on his law he meditates day and night.  
[3] He is like a tree planted by streams of water,  
which yields its fruit in season  
and whose leaf does not wither.  
Whatever he does prospers.  

 
The writer of Psalm 119 elaborates on that blessing and delight for the Word of the LORD. 
 
1. The Delight And Care For God’s Word 

a. The author of this Psalm states over and over again his love for God’s Word 
i. [47] for I delight in your commands because I love them. [48] I lift up my 

hands to your commands, which I love, and I meditate on your decrees. 
ii. [97] Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.  
iii. There is a passion, even a tenderness for the God’s Word. 

 
b. It shows in the great care he has taken in how this Psalm was written 

i. Notice there are 22 sections with 8 verses each, and each section 
representing the 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet 

ii. Each verse in each sections has the first word beginning with that letter 
of the Hebrew alphabet.  
 

2. Knowing A God Who Communicates 
a. One of the things we cannot miss is that this Psalm represents a God, a loving 

God, who talks to us, who relates to us. 
b. We take this for granted but God is unique. When men have dreamed up their 

gods, there is no god like this. 
c. ILL. My brother Steve Berg’s 3 year old grandson, Nash, said to his mother, 

Andrea, “God doesn’t talk to people.” And his mother replied, “Oh yes he 
does.” And Nash said, “No he doesn’t. Watch” he said, “Hey God.” Then he 
waited a few seconds and said, “See?” 
As his mother talked to him, he was able to say, “You hear God speaking by 
reading the Bible, and anyone who wants to hear from God will hear Him.” 
Grandpa Steve, had 3 year old Nash come to the platform and tell the people 
that you could hear God speak. 
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d. The writer of this Psalm hears God speak and shares in a two way 
conversation with God 

e. Steve went on to say to Nash, that when God speaks what you say back to 
him is, “What are you saying to me and what do you want me to do.” 

f. The Psalmist did exactly that. He loved the Word of God, because it was God 
helping him to know what to do, how to live. 
 

3. More Than Stern Judgements 
a. The Psalmist’s references to the God’s Word is often by using the term “law”, 

and the Western mind often bristles at this legal, commanding tone. 
b. The word “law” is actually “torah” which means instruction, teaching. Not a 

legal reference but an instructive reference. When “torah” is used as a verb, as 
in VS 33, it is translated “Teach me oh Lord.” 

c. In Deuteronomy 1:5 we read, “Moses began to expound this law, saying:” and 
immediately Moses begins to tell the story of Yahweh’s saving the people of 
Israel. 

d. There are actually 8 different words the Psalmist uses to refer to God 
speaking:  

i. law or laws,  
ii. testimonies,  
iii. judgements (with in history is used together with wonders and 

miracles),  
iv. statutes (ordinances)  
v. Words or God’s Word,  
vi. precepts (instructions),  
vii. commandments (which is often paralleled with His deeds),  
viii. promise,  
ix. and sometimes “way”.  

e. That is the spirit in which Psalm 119 using the various terms for the law, the 
Word of God. 

f. In all of these words, the Psalmist carries a sense of appreciation, even relief 
in the torah, the testimonies, the statues of the Lord. 

g. Someone has said: To unsaved sinners, the law is an enemy because it 
announces their condemnation and cannot save them. To legalistic believers, 
the law is a master that robs them of their freedom. But to spiritually minded 
believers, the law is a servant that helps them see the character of God and 
the work of Christ. The Old Testament believer who wrote Ps 119 was not 
satisfied with having the law in his home, his head, or his hand; he wanted the 
law in his heart where it could help him love what was holy and do what was 
right. 
 

4. A Young Man’s Maturing Heart 
a. Who is this writer of this Psalm? 

i. It is likely a young man. 
ii. Some thinks that it might have been Jerimiah, discipling young men. 

Some think maybe Daniel. We don’t know. 
iii. A young man maturing in his relationship with God 

[9] How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to 
your word. [10] I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from 
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your commands. [11] I have hidden your word in my heart that I might 
not sin against you.  

iv. Likely someone of high profile, because he talks about the opposition 
from rulers, he spoke to kings,  
[46] I will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to 
shame,  

b. Whoever it was, he had an intense hunger for holiness and a passionate 
desire to understand God’s Word in a deeper way. 

c. He lived at a time when there was great opposition to God,  
i. people who did not value their relationship with God 
ii. people who openly scoffed at the law of God and openly disobeyed it 
iii. The writer was criticized by them and suffered greatly from their false 

accusations. 
iv. [51] The arrogant mock me without restraint, but I do not turn from your 

law.  
v. [22] Remove from me scorn and contempt, for I keep your 

statutes.[23] Though rulers sit together and slander me, your servant 
will meditate on your decrees.  

vi. These sound more and more like pretty modern times 
ILL. Report from Christianity Today 
Despite a year’s worth of persuasion and a New York Times article that 
sparked widespread support this summer, InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship has lost campus access in America’s largest university 
system, California State University, because it requires student leaders 
to affirm Christian doctrines. 
 
Meanwhile, on the remaining 616 college campuses across America 
where InterVarsity has an active presence, the campus ministry stated it 
will carry on its methods refined over seven decades. 
 
InterVarsity saw its “highest participation rate ever” last school year. 
Nearly 40,300 students and faculty were active across its 949 chapters, 
and more than 3,500 people “profess[ed] faith in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord for the first time”—almost double the professions InterVarsity 
recorded 10 years ago, according to the release. 
 

5. A Personal Relationship With The Lawgiver 
a. In all but 14 verses he directs his words to the Lord personally. 

[58] I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to 
your promise. [59] I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to 
your statutes. [60] I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands.  

b. What motivates him to keep God’s laws? It is his love for God and his 
openness to God.  
[168] I obey your precepts and your statutes, for all my ways are known to 
you.  
He is not embarrassed about God knowing him. 
 

6. Recognizing The Practical Guide For Life 
a. Warren Wiersbe: The basic theme of Ps 119 is the practical use of the Word of 

God in the life of the believer. When you consider that the writer probably did 
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not have a complete Old Testament, let alone a complete Bible, this emphasis 
is both remarkable and important. Christian believers today own complete 
Bibles, yet how many of them say that they love God’s Word and get up at 
night or early in the morning to read it and meditate on it (vv. 55,62,147-148)? 
How many Christian believers ignore the Old Testament Scriptures or read the 
Old Testament in a careless and cursory manner? Yet here was a man who 
rejoiced in the Old Testament Scriptures — which was the only Word of God 
he had — and considered God’s Word his food (v. 103) and his greatest 
wealth! (vv. 14,72,127,162). His love for the Word of God puts today’s 
believers to shame. If the psalmist with his limited knowledge and resources 
could live a godly and victorious life feeding on the Old Testament, how much 
more ought Christians today live for the Lord. After all, we have the entire Bible 
before us and two millennia of church history behind us! 

b. The Psalmist isn’t focusing on the details rites of the temple,  
i. or the rules for worshipping God,  
ii. or even theological debate with the opposition.  
iii. His focus is upon a Godly lifestyle 

[105] Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
iv. His focus is on walking before God with integrity, or as the NIV says, “to 

walk blamelessly”. 
v. A practical guide for life. 

[80] May my heart be blameless toward your decrees, that I may not be 
put to shame.  

c. He makes this observation: 
[96] To all perfection I see a limit; but your commands are boundless.  
NLT Even perfection has its limits, but your commands have no limits 

i. How do you begin to make a law for every action and thought? 
But the writer understands that the commands of God cover everything. 

ii. Eg. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and love your neighbour 
as yourself. 

d. Here is his honesty in his relationship with God: 
[176] I have strayed like a lost sheep. Seek your servant, for I have not 
forgotten your commands. 

i. He realizes that he stumbles, but his commitment is to come back, to 
make it right. 
[109] Though I constantly take my life in my hands, I will not forget your 
law.  
 

7. Seeking God To Be A Mentor 
a. He doesn’t try to understand the laws on his own but looks to God to be his 

teacher  
[66] Teach me knowledge and good judgment, for I believe in your commands.  
 
[33] Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the 
end. [34] Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all 
my heart. [35] Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. 
[36] Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. [37] Turn 
my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word. 
 

b. Even in troubling times he sees God using those times to mentor him 
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[67] Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word. 
 
[71] It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.  
 

8. Psalm 119 In My Lifestyle 
a. My life guided by the Word of God in every decision and action 
b. My joy is in the guidance of the Word 

i. not guided by my tradition,  
ii. not guided by my emotions,  
iii. not guided by my preferences,  
iv. but guided by the Word of God 
v. motivated by my love for God 

 
Here is this Psalmist’s passion: 
[20] My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times.  
 
And here is his conclusion: 
[45] I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.  
 


