
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Key Scripture 
My brothers and sisters, believers 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
must not show favoritism.  
                                   James 2:1  
 

How to stop playing favorites  

1. Recognize our prejudices 
 
If you show special attention to the 
man wearing fine clothes… have 
you not discriminated among 
yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 
                                  James 2:3-4                             
                                

2. Seek to understand others  

Listen, my dear brothers and 
sisters: Has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the eyes of the 
world to be rich in faith and to 
inherit the kingdom he promised 
those who love him?                               
                                    James 2:5 
 
 
3. Love those that are different 
 
 If you really keep the royal law 
found in Scripture, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are 
doing right. 
                                    James 2:8 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Thought 
God is a God of grace who does not play favorites. James 2 
clearly teaches that we shouldn’t show favoritism.  
 
Showing favoritism is a sin because true love knows no partiality. 
We shouldn’t discriminate against anyone based on their outward 
appearances or circumstances, but instead show love to all 
people.  
 
For personal reflection or group discussion. 

 
• For what event would you try to get the best seats? (World 

series game? Broadway show? Your child’s school play? 
At church?)   

• Read James 2:1-4. Okay, let’s be honest. Suppose the 
scene described were to happen this week at MCA. How 
would we treat the two people differently? 

• What are some ways people show favoritism?   
• Has favoritism ever hurt you? 

 
Questions to go deeper in your faith.  

In what ways did Jesus show us the example of not playing 
favorites? 

Favoritism is wrong because it is inconsistent with God’s 
character. Check out the following verses: Acts 10:34, Romans 
2:11, Colossians 3:25, Deuteronomy 10:17, and 1 Peter 1:17.   

Next Steps 

• Who has God put in your life who seems to have very little 
to offer you. Have you been guilty of neglecting this 
person? What difference would it make if you were to see 
this person through God’s eyes?  

• Take a few minutes to work on memorizing James 1:2-3. 
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