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PA RT I A L I T Y
T E X T:  J A M E S  2 : 1 - 9

Partiality: Inclination to favour one party or one side of a questionmore than 
the other; an undue bias of mind towards one party or side,which is apt to 
warp the judgment. Partiality springs from the will and affections, rather than 
from a love of truth and justice. 

James is writing to the scattered tribes regarding a particular sin that he had 
observed was happening within their assemblies. The teaching and warning 
given here by James is as relevant and applicable today as it was in his day. 

At first reading the sentence in the verse is awkward to understand. But if you 
break it down, the thought is that those who have faith in Christ and having 
respect of persons do not mix.

We learn in the next few verses of 3 types of people:

1. The Prosperous Man – vs. 2
 –  This man was well to do. It is probable that he had some sort of status in 
society.
 –  There 2 scenarios here: this man was new to the assembly as a visitor or 
guest in our terminology and he was either lost or saved. Whatever is the 
case there is nothing that God condemns about this man’s wealth.

2. The Poor Man – vs. 2
 –  The poor man in contrast to the prosperous man was not treated with a 
great deal of welcome.

3. The Partial Man – vs. 2
 –  He was one who belonged. A regular attendee. He was one that welcomed 
people into the assembly!
 –  Where he went wrong was that he was a respecter of persons.
 –  The truth is, God is not into social equality. There are those who have 
riches and others who are poor. However, He doesn’t excuse us from treating 
someone better based on their status.

This illustrates for us a situation of partiality.

What we know about partiality:

1. Partiality judges another based on outward references. – vs. 1-3
 –  Partiality is an adjustment of one’s treatment of another based on what 
they judge to be favourable or unfavourable characteristics.
 –  Partiality hinders our ability to reach those who need Christ.
 –  Partiality hinders our ability to include each person in the body.

2. Partiality ignores the general condition

a.  General condition of the rich
b.  General condition of the lost
c. General condition of service
d. General condition of the poor
e. General condition of the oppressor

3. Partiality is a sin in the sight of God

 –  Partiality is a sin and we are convicted of the law.

How do we avoid partiality?

A. Recognise the potential for partiality
B. Remind yourself about God’s grace to you
C. Remember that God is not a respecter of persons

Let’s examine our hearts to ensure we are not a respecter of person. Partiality is 
a sin that hinders the gospel reaching those that God intends to reach.
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