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1. God Is Love (remembering Bible verses) 

• Christ’s good news is for everyone (Matthew 28, Acts 2) 

• God created all people and loves all peoples (Genesis 1, Is. 2) 

• God does not play favorites (Acts 10) 

• God is love (1 John 4) 

• Who is my neighbor? (Luke 15) 

• “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” (Hosea 6 & Matthew 9) 
…what Bible verses about God’s love come to mind for you? 
 

2. What Racism Does 
Racism… 

• believes in and fights for the advantage of some people over others, based on racial categories  

• idolatrously gets in the way of God’s love 

• measurably harms minority people & communities, impacting income, public health, civil rights, 
lifespan, etc. 

• keeps white Christians from knowing & living God’s love by getting in the way of honest, open, 
equal relationships 

• keeps us from ourselves (selves, people, churches, God) 
 
3. How Racism Works, as seen in A Time for Burning (1966) 

• Small step viewed as too drastic 

• Imagines economic loss to white people from integration 

• Threatens to remove support 

• Threatens loss of membership 

• No direct threat of violence (but see Strength for the Struggle) 

• Inspires resignation of minister 

• Bullies people who care 

• Context of white flight, Vietnam War, civil rights movements 
 
About A Time for Burning 

• Commissioned by the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) 

• Nominated for an Academy Award in 1967 

• Added to US National Film Registry in 2005 

• Sen. Ernie Chambers longest-serving member of Neb. legislature, 1971-2008, 2013-2020 

• Rev. Bill Youngdahl become a UCC minister in 1970 

• Augustana Lutheran continues its witness in Omaha, committed to gospel inclusivity, social 
justice, & community engagement  

 
4. What Antiracism Does 

• Racist policies/actions came first; racist ideas followed 

• Antiracism ≠ not being racist 

• Antiracism = living out and working for equitable policies 

• Antiracism = human thriving  



 
5. Antiracism & Faith 

• I think of racism as a form of original sin: I can’t escape it, but I can treat it 

• Antiracism is a way to live out Gospel & share God’s love 

• Whiteness is part of who I am, along with other ethnic, personal traits 

• Family history & personal interest in global Lutheranism 

• Mix of privilege, pain & joy 
 
6. Antiracism for Church Members 

• What does whiteness mean in your community? 

• Are there stories like in A Time for Burning people could tell? 

• Listen to diverse voices. Do you believe them? 

• What might your community look like from the perspective of a newcomer? 

• How to get involved locally… 
 
7. A Few Resources 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, “The Danger of a Single Story”  
Ibram X. Kendi, Stamped from the Beginning & How to Be Antiracist 
Austin Channing Brown, I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness 
Joseph Ellwanger, Strength for the Struggle 
Ta-Nehesi Coates, Between the World and Me 
 
 


