




When Jesus spoke again to the 
people, he said, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.”
 (John 8:12)



No Jesus, No light

• Without me, you can’t see.”

• Earthly realities – “There would be no sun without me.”

• Spiritual realities – “You would have no true insight into the hearts of people without me.”

• “Without me, the world would be in a helplessly dark place.”

• “Without me, you cannot be sure about who you are, why you are here or where you are going.”



Hebrew Bible (OT)  – Tanakh
Torah – Books of Moses
Nevi’im – Prophets
Ketuvim -- Writings



Torah – Books of Moses
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In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. 4 God saw that the light 
was good, and he separated the light 
from the darkness. (Genesis 1:1-4)
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Nevi’im – Prophets



“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not shout or cry out,
    or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
4     he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” (Isaiah 42:1-4)



This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. (Isaiah 
42:5-7)



Ketuvim -- Writings



The Lord is my light and my 
salvation— whom shall I fear? 
(Psalm 27:1)

Your word is a lamp for my feet,
 a light on my path. 
(Psalm   119:105)



When Jesus spoke again to the 
people, he said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” (John 8:12)



39 “‘So beginning with the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after 
you have gathered the crops of the land, celebrate the festival to 
the Lord for seven days; the first day is a day of sabbath rest, and the 
eighth day also is a day of sabbath rest. 40 On the first day you are to 
take branches from luxuriant trees—from palms, willows and other 
leafy trees—and rejoice before the Lord your God for seven 
days. 41 Celebrate this as a festival to the Lord for seven days each 
year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come; 
celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 Live in temporary shelters for 
seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such shelters 43 so 
your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary 
shelters when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.’” 
(Leviticus 23:39-43)



. 

How will you respond to the light?



13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing 
as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and 
where I am going. But you have no idea where I come 
from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human 
standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, 
my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand 
with the Father, who sent me.” (John 8:13-16)



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him 
was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. (John 1:1-5)
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6 There was a man sent from God whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe. 8 He himself was not 
the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light. (John 1:6-8) 



9 The true light that gives light to 
everyone was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him.11 (John 1:9-11)



“One reason the darkness around us is so 
terrifying is that we see so much of ourselves in 
it -- our weaknesses, our fears, our brokenness, 
our sin. For many of us, no darkness is more 
intimidating than our own.”  Marshall Segal



12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of 
God— 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. (John 
1:12-13)



14 The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only 
Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. (John 1:14)



18 No one has ever seen God, but the one 
and only Son, who is himself God and is in 
closest relationship with the Father, has 
made him known. (John 1:18)



For All you Bible Nerds, get ready to Geek out!

John 1 CHIASM

a  1-5
b  6-8
c   9-11

d  12-13

c1  14
b1  15
a1  16-18
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Prayer for the Lord’s Supper




