
 

 

 

 



 

 
Praying for Persecuted Christians 

Persecution can be direct or indirect. Direct persecution include: arrests, imprisonment, 
torture, assassination, martyrdom, genocide, attacks on life and property, restrictions 
on churches, or bibles, forced conversion, and crimes against women such as rape, kid-
napping, forced conversion, forced marriage to perpetrators, sex trafficking. Indirect 
persecution includes: educational discrimination, job discrimination, denial of rights, 
false accusations of blasphemy, and legal restrictions.  
 
1. North Korea ~ 300,000 Christians: Christians have to keep their faith secret from 
even their children as children are taught to report everything. Christians, and three 
generations of their family, who are discovered are sent to labor camps or publicly 
killed. Pray for Christians to have courage and strength to persevere. Pray for dreams 
and visions of Jesus. Pray for secret workers who risk their lives to get materials to 
Christians in North Korea. 
 
2. Afghanistan ~ a few thousand Christians: It is illegal to be a believer and apostasy 
from Islam is punished by death. Believers have to remain in hiding. Pray for protection 
from the Taliban, courage, and comfort. 
 
3. Somalia ~ a few hundred Christians: Believers need to keep their faith secret as al-
Shabab militants kill people on the spot. Community and family members intently per-
secute anyone who leaves Islam. Pray for a deep hungering for Jesus as God is drawing 
people himself through dreams and visions. Pray for strength to endure pressure. 
 
4. Libya ~ 36,000 Christians: Christians who come from Muslim backgrounds face vio-
lent and intense pressure from family and community to renounce their faith. There is 
no freedom of speech, and no equal treatment of Christians. No churches can be built. 
Pray for secret believers to have wisdom and safety. Pray for peace in Libya where 
there are power struggles between various militant groups, with the lack of a stable 
government. 
 
5. Pakistan ~ 4 million Christians out of 205 million people: Historic churches have 
freedom to meet, but are heavily monitored and churches are most often targeted for 
bomb attacks. Christians are regarded as second-class citizens, working in low income 
and risky jobs, such as sewer cleaning. The country’s blasphemy laws are disproportion-
ally applied to Christians and are used to falsely imprison Christians and take property 
from them. Pray protection for Christian women and girls who are at risk of kidnapping, 
forced conversion to Islam, and forced marriage to their attackers. Pray for God to con-
tinue to reveal himself in dreams and visions, especially to the many radical Islamist 
groups who violently oppose Christians. 
 
6. Eritrea ~ 2 .5 million out of 5.3 million people: The government appoints leaders of 
the Eritrean Orthodox Church. Members of other churches are frequently imprisoned. 
Churches can face severe consequences if they oppose the brutal government. Pray 
that churches would be strengthened, emboldened, and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
7. Sudan ~ 2.5 million Christians out of 42.5 million people: Leaving Islam to follow 
Jesus is illegal and punishable by death. Believers from a Muslim background have to 
keep their faith secret. The government has arrested and imprisoned many Christian 
leaders and many churches have been demolished. Christians have been attacked by 
the military and rebel forces. Pray for courage and strength for followers of Jesus. 
 

8. Yemen ~ a few thousand Christians: All Yemenis are considered Muslim. Leaving 
Islam is forbidden and punished by death. There are no open churches or worship. The 
country has experienced conflict for many years between Iran backed Houthi forces and 
Saudi led air strikes have left the country in ruins with famine and displaced persons 
since 2011. The fighting continues and the civilians are paying the heaviest price. Pray 
for a lasting peace, protection for Christians and civilians and for food to get to those 
most in need in this conflict zone. 
 

9. Iran ~ 800,000 Christians out of 82.8 million people: Iran has strictly suppressed the 
church and arrested leaders. However, dreams, visions from God, and scriptures in the 
Farsi language, have caused unprecedented growth in the house church. Converts from 
Islam can face the death penalty. Many Christians are imprisoned, have restrictions put 
on them or are banned to remote areas away from their families. Pray for protection 
and strength for believers in Christ, especially those in prison, and continued boldness 
to share the good news of Jesus. 
 

10. India ~ 66.2 million out of 1.4 billion people. The prime minister continues to say 
the country is Hindu and has emboldened persecution of Christians by Hindu radicals, 
who want to eliminate them from the country. Several states have anti-conversion laws 
and more are planning them. Anti-conversion laws have been used disproportionally 
toward Christians. Police often refuse to register crimes against Christians. Christian 
leaders are persecuted and some are killed and their property taken from them. Pray 
for protection for Christian leaders and their families and wisdom to know when to 
share the gospel with others. Pray for protection for Christian girls who are often placed 
under house arrest by their families. Pray for many young girls who are forced to marry 
very young and often end up in abusive marriages, as laws against early marriage are 
not enforced. Dalit people, considered “untouchables” or below the lowest cast, have 
long been treated as sub-human in India, and abused, used for forced labor, or sex 
trafficked in India.  However, in the last 20-30 years a large number of them have 
turned to follow Jesus.  Education of Dalits and empowerment of them has helped 
them to gain a sense of dignity and worth.  Pray for dignity, education, stopping human 
trafficking, and false promises to families about a job for their daughters while traffick-
ing them.  Pray that the Dalit people would be treated as full human beings in India and 
continue to grow in knowledge and faith.  
 

Additional Resources to Learn More about Christian Persecution: 
Voice of the Martyrs Canada: vomcanada.com; Open Door Canada:  opendoorsca.org 

Dignity Freedom Network Canada:  https://dignityfreedom.ca 
Christians in Crisis:  christiansincrisis.net; Elam Ministries: elam.com/iran30 

International Christian Concern:  persecution.org 
Youtube Videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pAfc1USJUs 
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