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CHURCHYARD RULES AND REGULATIONS

These Rules and Regulations are 
designed for the protection of all owners 
of entombment, interment and inurnment 
rights. Their enforcement will protect 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church rights 
and create and preserve the beauty and 
history of the churchyard. All Owners 
of Deed or Certificate Rights, Visitors, 
Contractors performing work within 
the churchyard, and any other person 
entering the churchyard shall be subject 
to these Rules and Regulations, and to all 
subsequent amendments or alterations 
thereto, as shall be adopted by the 
Churchyard Regulations, or to amend, 
alter or repeal a Rule or Regulations 
or portion thereof. Reference to these 
Rules and Regulations in the Deed or 
Certificate of [Interment Rights] shall have 
the same force and effect as if they were 
set forth in full therein. Copies of these 
Rules and Regulations and any other 
policies established by Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church shall be available at 
the church office for examination by any 
Owner or prospective Owner.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church, the second oldest 
church in the United States, 
and its surrounding churchyard 
were established in 1677 and 
has been a continuously active 
place of worship and burial 
respectively since that time.

Burial in Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Churchyard as with all 
church graveyards means that 
the right to bury is conferred, 
not the land itself.
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CASE IN POINT

SUPERVISION OF CHURCHYARD
The churchyard is the property of Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church and its Rector and Vestry have 
the right to compel full compliance with all of the 
Rules and Regulations of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church by all lawful means including, but not limited 
to, the expulsion or exclusion from the grounds of 
any person, firm, or corporations who have violated 
or threatened to violate any of the Rules and 
Regulations. 

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church reserves the right 
to take any reasonable actions to protect Owners, 
the property rights of Owners, and Visitors within 
the churchyard from loss or damage. Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church expressly disclaims any and all 
responsibility, and shall be relieved from any liability 
hereunder for loss or damage from causes beyond 
[its] reasonable control, including, but not limited 
to the following: damage caused by independent 
contractors; damage caused by other persons 
including thieves, vandals, strikers, malicious mischief-
makers, explosions, unavoidable accidents, invasions, 
insurrections, riots, or order of any military or civil 
authority, and damage caused by the elements, 
acts of providence, and vehicles not on the business 
of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, whether the 
damage be direct or collateral.

The ground available for burials in the churchyard 
has been laid out into Lots and Spaces on a plan, 
with walkways, as directed by the Vestry. No Lot or 
Space shall be divisible into smaller portions than 
those indicated on the plan. Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church reserves the right to correct any errors that 
may be made by it or others in the design, layout 
or selection of areas for churchyard uses in making 
interments, disinterment or removals, or in any 
inscription, or conveyance, by substitution in lieu 
thereof, other interment rights of substantially equal 
value and similar location as far as practicable, or as 
may be selected by Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, 
or in the sole discretion of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church, by refunding the amount of money paid on 
account of said purchase. In the event such action 
shall involve the interment of the remains of any such 
person in such property, Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church reserves the right to remove and transfer 
such remains so interred to such other property 
of substantially equal value and similar location as 
may be substituted in lieu thereof. Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church reserves the right to correct any 
errors made in interments.

All rights of interment evidenced by Certificates of 
[Interment Rights] are and shall always be limited 
by and subject to, and the Owners thereof shall be 
required to comply with, these Rules and Regulations 
as in effect from time to time. The rights of all 
Grantees evidenced by deeds shall always be limited 
by and subject to these Rules and Regulations and 
or any subsequent amendments to them, and said 
Grantees shall be required to comply with these Rules 
and Regulations or any subsequent amendment to 
them.

SALE OF INTERMENT RIGHTS
Interment Rights, whether evidenced by a Certificate 
of Ownership or Deed, shall be considered personal 
property. 

Purchase Prices and terms and conditions of sales, 
shall be fixed by Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
from time to time. The Vestry reserves the right to 
offer special sales incentives from time to time and to 
withdraw such special incentives in its sole discretion.

The purchase price of any lot or space, which 
after March 1, 2017, must be accompanied by an 
appropriate charge for and payment to the Perpetual 
Care Fund, must be paid in full prior to any interment 
in said property.  

CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP
A Certificate of Ownership for Interment Rights, in a 
form approved by the Vestry, shall be issued to each 
purchaser, or approved transferee, upon payment 
in full of the purchase price. Deeds, issued prior 
to October 1, 2017, will be replaced gradually by 
Certificates of Ownership for Interment Rights.

A Certificate of Ownership for Interment Rights may 
only be issued in the name of one living person, 
except in the case of husband and wife as tenants by 
the entireties. Should an interment right be selected 
for a deceased person, the Certificate of Ownership 
should be issued in the name of a family member or 
friend. Certificates may not be issued in the name of 
an estate, trust, institution, church or other entity.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church shall keep a Record 
Book in which are record the names of the owners 
of all interment rights, and subsequent transfers of 
interment rights. No transfer of interment rights shall 
be valid until so entered. Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church may consider the individuals listed in the 
Record Book as owners of interment rights for all 
purposes.
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If interment rights at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
have been inherited, the heirs must present proof of 
such inheritance and Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
will issue a Certificate of Ownership.

Except with the written permission of Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church, and after payment of specified 
transfer fees, no transfer of interment right shall be 
valid. 

The keeping of clear title to interment right shall be 
the primary responsibility of the Owners or Grantees, 
and not of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church. Where 
an Owner wishes to clarify title or to determine who 
may be buried in a specified location a Representative 
of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church may inform the 
Owners or Grantees about information from Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church Records. Any verbal or 
written communication of information disclaims any 
and all liability for reaching any conclusions based on 
the information. Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church may 
require accurate supporting information. Signatures 
or affidavits from persons requesting information 
and may rely on the affidavit of any person having 
knowledge of the facts with respect to the death 
of Owners or Grantees and the identity of persons 
entitled to be buried in the unoccupied property. A 
fee may be charged for such information.

Unused interment rights may be given back to Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church by appropriate written 
instrument, but no refund of the purchase price or 
of any payment for Perpetual Care shall be made. 
Therefore, such unused interment rights may be 
resold by Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church.  Unused 
interment rights shall automatically revert to Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, absolutely, free and clear 
of all claims and interests of the Owners, if, after [110] 
years from the date of issuance of any Certificate of 
Ownership of Deed, Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, 
following two registered mailings to the last address 
in the Churchyard Records and one advertisement in a 
legal newspaper of general circulation in Philadelphia, 
PA, has been unable to make contact with the 
Recorded Owners of family members or heirs. Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church shall not illegally disturb 
the remains of any person interred.

Interment rights sold prior to October 1, 2017 for 
which no payment has been made to the [Perpetual 
Care Fund], and on which billings for annual care 
are in default for four years of more, shall revert 
automatically, free and clear of all claims and interests 
of the Owners. Thereafter, the interment rights can 
be resold for use by others, provided that Gloria Dei 
(Old Swedes’) Church shall (a) first have demanded 
payment in two registered mailings sent to the last 

known address as indicated in the Records of Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, (b) shall have advertised to 
the same in a legal newspaper of general circulation 
in Philadelphia, PA, and (c) shall continue its policy not 
to illegally disturb the remains of any person already 
interred.

FUNERAL AND BURIAL 
REGULATIONS
Funerals at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church shall 
be at the discretion of the Rector of Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church.

The time for any funeral service of burial shall not 
be set by the family or any Funeral Director, without 
prior approval of the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
Rector. Arrangements for funeral services and 
burials must be made at least 48 hours in advance 
of the time desired for these services. When burials 
and services require a different time frame and/or 
accommodations due to religious law or custom, all 
efforts will be made by the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church Rector to accommodate these requests. No 
funeral service or burial may take place without the 
prior approval of the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
Rector and the payment in advance of all fees due, 
including the payment of the purchase price, any 
monies owing form previous contact obligations, 
annual or perpetual care fees in arrears, or any other 
unpaid charges related to the property.

No deceased person will be interred unless legal 
permits and such further authorizations as Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church may require have been 
presented to the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
Rector, including 1) A copy of the “right to bury” 
certificate given at the time of purchase, and 2) A 
certified death certificate issued by the state in which 
the deceased died.

Signatures of both the next of kin of the deceased 
and the property owner are required.  Gloria Dei 
(Old Swedes’) Church shall not be held responsible 
for information contained in the Burial or Cremation 
Permit nor for the identity of the person to be 
interred.

Burial Spaces are single depth only, except where a 
prior burial has been made at a depth of eight feet, 
and arrangements made for a spouse to be buried in 
the same space. Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church is 
not responsible where actual burials are not located 
exactly as the records indicate. No more than ten 
cremation urns will be permitted per casket-sized 
space.
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CASE IN POINT

Full casket burials are restricted to individuals with 
whom Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church has a prior to 
2014 contractual agreement. At this time there can be 
no accommodation for future casket burials.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church shall not be 
responsible for permitting burial of any person or 
cremation urn in any Lot or Space where the person 
involved is not the Owner or Grantee of the Property 
to be used.

If the right of interment or ownership is not clear, or 
is in dispute, no burials will be permitted except by 
written authorization of all persons known to have an 
interest in the Property and with the approval of the 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church Vestry.

Except for fully biodegradable containers, all 
interments must be made in an outer receptacle of 
a design, constructions and material conforming to 
specifications approved by Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church. The most common kinds of burial vaults in 
use in the churchyard are concrete, poly-fiber or steel. 
Cremation Urns must be placed in a concrete outer 
container for burial, and the size of the space to be 
prepared depends on the size of the cremation vault. 
No casket burials are permitted in the churchyard. 
(Unless contracted prior to 2014)

All preparation for interments shall be performed by 
a Contractor approved by Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church and under the supervision of Gloria Dei 
(Old Swedes’) Church. Disinterment shall only be 
performed or permitted upon presentation of proper 
legal authority and in conformity to the Gloria Dei 
(Old Swedes’) Church Disinterment Authorization.

Interment Rights shall be used for no other purpose 
than the interment of remains or cremated remains of 
a deceased human person.

Written instructions must be filed with Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church as to the particular space, Location 
in a Lot where interment is desired [to] insure that 
owner’s wishes are followed. 

Even then, the legal owner may make changes. Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church will not be held responsible 
for any error in such placement.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church reserves the right to 
correct any errors made in the layout and designation 
of a specific space to be opened for burial. Should a 
burial space be subject to previous sale, unknown to 
the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church Vestry, or should 
the space be inadequate to accommodate the burial, 
then alternate but similar burial property shall be 
provided at the expense of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 

Church. In no case shall Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church be held liable for errors and omissions beyond 
its control. Often burials made from 1700 forward 
were not properly designated on the records of 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, and the depth of the 
burials varied.

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
REGULATIONS
Common burial for cremated remains is provided in 
our Memorial Garden. These burials are not restricted 
to persons affiliated with the church and can be 
purchased by anyone with the understanding that 
this site is common and will eventually be reused. 
For burial in the Memorial Garden, cremated remains 
can be emptied directly into the soil or placed in 
a biodegradable container. The ashes may not be 
placed in plastic either inside or outside of the 
biodegradable container. No individual markers 
or personal flowers may be put on this site. The 
deceased’s name will be recorded on an engraved 
plaque on the wall inside the church.

MEMORIALIZATION AND 
INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS
All memorials must be approved, in writing, by the 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church Vestry. The memorial 
must conform to the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
overall goal to enhance the beauty of the grounds. 
Decisions regarding suitability of any memorial shall 
be the sole responsibility of the Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church Vestry, and the Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church Vestry retains the authority to reject 
any memorial, which is unsuitable to the Lot on which 
it is to be placed. Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
shall not be held liable for damages arising from such 
rejection.

The marking of each interment space, except as 
herein provided, is restricted and limited to memorials 
of such dimensions, materials, designs, finish and 
construction as designated by Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church for the particular Lot. If a memorial 
is purchased from a source other then the approved 
Memorial Company, a Memorial Installation Permit, 
as provided by the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
Office, must be applied for and completed prior to 
any memorial being installed in the churchyard. A 
permit fee is charged.

Installations of memorials are performed by outside 
contractors. Families will select their own contractor. 
Contractors must make appointment for installation 
of memorials at least 48 hours in advance with Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, and work needs to be 



Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 6

performed during regular business hours, Monday 
through Friday. All Contractors need to give the 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church Office evidence of 
adequate insurance to cover the work performed and 
any possible damage to the churchyard grounds.

No memorial or inscription, which the Gloria Dei 
(Old Swedes’) Church Vestry considers offensive 
to decency or to the general well being of the 
churchyard, may be placed on any Lot. No memorial 
may be removed from any Lot where it is located 
without the written consent of the Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church Vestry and the written authorization 
of the Property Owner and next of kin of the 
deceased. Removal instructions and fees will be 
provided.

No memorial inscription may be altered without 
written permission from the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church Vestry. If an unapproved change is made, the 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church Vestry reserves the 
right to remove the memorial at the owner’s expense.

All memorials shall be installed at the risk of the 
Property Owner, and Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
assumes no responsibility for the damage thereof, 
whether due to design,

Manufacture, inherent defect, nature of material, acts 
of vandals, acts of God, deterioration due to nature 
and erosion by the elements, or other causes beyond 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church control.

All Government memorials must be approved for 
installation by the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
Vestry. Fees for foundation and installation are to be 
borne by the family. Foundations are required for all 
government memorials, whether made of bronze or 
granite.

The purchaser of the memorial is responsible for the 
final date scrolls and inscriptions.

No memorial may be modified or removed from the 
Lot where it was placed without a written request 
from the next of kin of the deceased, whose name(s) 
appear on the memorial. In addition, written approval 
from the Property Owner to perform work on the 
property, and the written consent of the Gloria Dei 
(Old Swedes’) Church Vestry is required.

MONUMENTS AND MEMORIAL 
MARKERS OVERVIEW 
(Except for Memorial Garden)

 � Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church recommends HC 
Wood, Inc. monument company for all memorial 
markers and monuments. Contact information: 

 � All monuments and memorial markers must be 
gray or white. No other colors are acceptable.

 � Markers which feature photographs, holographs, or 
holders for photographs are not acceptable.

 � An exception will be allowed for the white marble 
Veteran’s markers.

 � Only one monument or memorial marker is allowed 
per grave site. Foundations are required for ALL 
monuments and markers.

 � All foundations must be built by and in accordance 
with the specifications listed herein and at the 
expense of the right of burial document holder.

CARE OF BURIAL PROPERTY
Planting of flowers, shrubs, trees, bushes and other 
natural decorations on any Lot must be authorized 
by written agreement with Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church. Fresh flowers are welcome at all times as a 
symbol of love and respect for the deceased. If so 
authorized, the work shall be done at the Property 
Owner’s expense and by a landscape firm acceptable 
to Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church. Trimming and/or 
cutting of shrubs, bushes and trees will be preformed 
only by a Contractor approved by the Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church Vestry, and at the express request 
of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church. Many of the trees 
are valuable historic treasures. 

 � Artificial flowers are not permitted to be placed 
near, beside or in front of any memorial on any lot 
on the churchyard.

 � The planting bed may be no wider than the width 
of the monument base and must come out no 
further than 8 inches from the base.

 � No shrubs, trees, or bushes may be planted in the 
planting bed.

 � No hanging baskets or trellises or hooks for 
hanging such will be allowed.
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 � The placing of national and service flags IS 
permitted. 

 � No ornaments, such as plastic flowers, plastic 
decorations, pinwheels, balloons, flags (OTHER 
than national and service flags), animal figurines, 
stuffed animals, china figurines, etc. may be placed 
in the planting bed.

 � No bed covering such as mulch or stones, etc. may 
be added to the planting bed.

 � No border material such as brick, wood, plastic 
fencing, or stone walls will be allowed.

 � Any discarded flowers should be placed in trash 
containers located on the property.

 � Cut flowers are permitted at any time. PLEASE 
STOP AT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR AN 
APPROPRIATE CONTAINER. GLASS AND CHINA 
VASES OR JARS ARE PROHIBITED.

 � Potted Plants: may be placed on Easter, Mother’s 
Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, the 4th of July, 
and Labor Day. These pots will be removed 
approximately one week after placement to avoid 
creating bare spots on the grass.

 � Winter Wreaths, Grave Blankets– may be placed 
from December 1-January 30. Any wreath or 
blanket remaining after February 15 will be 
removed.

 � Unauthorized plantings will be removed at the 
expense of the Property owner.

On occasion the churchyard maintenance staff may 
remove plantings to accommodate a burial or other 
activity. Those plantings may not be replaced.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church reserves the right 
to remove any decorations that in its judgment 
do not conform to the standards set forth herein. 
Additionally, all unkempt flowers, plantings, etc. that 
are becoming unsightly will be removed.

Dogs in the Churchyard must be kept on a leash and 
on the brick pathways at all times.

PERPETUAL CARE
Perpetual Care fees are included with the sale of 
every lot, and lots purchased on or after September 
1, 2017 are covered by perpetual care. 

Both perpetual and annual care include mowing, 
trimming, filling in lots following burials, and the 
general care of trees, bushes and shrubs planted 
by Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church. This care does 
not include care and cleaning of memorials, care 

of private mausoleums, or care of special plantings 
requested by a family. The extent of care provided 
with be limited by the extent of funds available for 
this purpose. 

DOGS
Dog walkers are welcome in Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church under the following conditions: 1) Dogs must 
be licensed and have required vaccinations; 2) Dogs 
must remain leashed at all times; and 3) Dog owners 
must clean up after their pets. Please be respectful, 
and keep in mind that Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church is a final site of rest. Waste disposal containers 
are available at the churchyard exits. Service dogs are 
permitted in all areas of the churchyard grounds and 
buildings.

GUIDED TOURS, SCHOOLS and 
MEET-UP GROUPS
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church encourages senior 
groups, meet-up groups, classes, clubs and schools to 
use the churchyard for educational and recreational 
purposes. However, all organized, guided tours must 
be conducted by one of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church approved guides.

PHOTOGRAPHY and  
VIDEO SHOOTS FOR  
NON-COMMERCIAL USES:
Visitors to Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church during 
the churchyard’s normal hours of operation are 
permitted to photograph the site under the following 
conditions: 1) Resulting photographs (whether 
produced by amateur or professional photographers) 
cannot be used for commercial purposes, or for 
corporate or personal profit without the prior, 
written consent of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church; 
2) Respect for the churchyard as a final resting 
place must be exercised at all times. Photographing 
of funeral ceremonies, processions, or of families 
visiting gravesites (except when the photographer is 
a member of the funeral party or family) is prohibited; 
and 3) On site photography is restricted to cameras, 
tripods, lenses, gels and small, portable equipment. 

The use of extensive equipment and lights, as well 
as the use of human models, costumes and props, 
qualify as a commercial photography shoot. Separate 
policies for commercial shoots are noted on page 8.
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STILL PHOTOGRAPHY, FILM 
and VIDEO SHOOTS FOR 
COMMERCIAL USES:
A designated member of all still and motion 
photography productions must schedule a visit 
with Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church a minimum of 
one month prior to their anticipated shoot date to 
meet with a churchyard representative and scout 
locations. The intended content of all shoots must 
be submitted, in writing, at this time; film shoots 
are required to provide a completed screenplay, 
highlighting churchyard scenes, for review. The 
content, location(s) and date(s) of all shoots will be 
approved at the discretion and convenience of Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church.

The designated member is responsible for signing 
the churchyard’s Site Use Agreement; for distributing 
copies of the agreement to each crew member; 
and for enforcing its terms for the duration of the 
production.

A fee, based on the production budget; size of the 
crew; time and length of the shoot; and required staff 
overtime, will be assessed to all shoots. This fee will 
start at a minimum of $500, not including staff time, 
for small-budget films, and will increase exponentially 
for larger productions. A certificate of general 
liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000, 
naming the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church as an 
additional insured must be provided to a churchyard 
representative a minimum of one week in advance of 
the shoot, along with the signed Site Use Agreement, 
and required deposit. If these materials are not 
received at least one week prior, this will warrant an 
automatic cancellation of the shoot. The balance of 
required fees must be presented to Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church staff immediately upon the crew’s 
arrival on the first day of production.

Shoots taking place during the churchyard’s hours 
of operation should in no way interfere with normal 
staff duties or business operations. A Gloria Dei 
(Old Swedes’) Church representative will be on 
site specifically to oversee all shoots taking place 
outside of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church hours of 
operation. Production crews will not have access to 
the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church buildings during 
after-hours shoots. Restroom facilities will be available 
for use. All still and motion photography productions 
are responsible for providing their own generators to 
power their shoots, and for any additionally required 
equipment and supplies.

PARANORMAL INVESTIGATIONS
A designated member of all paranormal investigation 
groups must contact Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
a minimum of two months prior to their anticipated 
investigation to schedule a date.

The designated member is responsible for signing 
the churchyard’s Site Use Agreement; for distributing 
copies of the agreement to each team member; 
and for enforcing its terms for the duration of the 
investigation.

A fee, based on the size of the team; and required 
staff overtime, will be assessed to all investigations.

A certificate of general liability insurance in the 
amount of $1,000,000, naming Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes’) Church as additional insured must be 
provided to the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
Rector a minimum of one week in advance of 
the investigation, along with the signed Site Use 
Agreement, and required deposit. If these materials 
are not received at least one week prior, this will 
warrant an automatic cancellation of the investigation. 
The balance of required fees must be presented to 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church staff immediately 
upon the team’s arrival on the evening of the 
investigation.

A Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church representative will 
be on site specifically to oversee all investigations 
taking place outside of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) 
Church normal hours of operation. Teams will not 
have access to the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
buildings during after-hours investigations. Restroom 
facilities will be available for use.

GRAVE RUBBINGS
Due to the age and nature of our monuments, grave 
rubbings of any kind are prohibited. If you are a 
researcher or a family descendant and would like to 
learn more about a certain monument or inscription, 
please contact the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
office.



Churchyard Rules and Regulations9

COSTS 
PLOTS/LOTS

Memorial Garden: $500

 � Individual burial of ashes or ashes in biodegradable 
container in the Memorial Garden

 � Includes brass nameplate on signage inside Gloria 
Dei (Old Swedes’) Church

Individual Cremation Plot (18” x 18”), including 
perpetual care: $900

 � Includes space for one (1) cremated remains burial

 � Space is sufficient for flat 1 foot square marker

Double Cremation Plot (36” x 18”), including 
perpetual care: $1,800

 � Includes space for two (2) cremated remains burial

 � Space is sufficient for flat 1 x 2 foot marker

Partial-size plot (24” x 48”), including perpetual 
care: $2,000

 � Includes space for up to two (2) cremated remains 
burial

 � Additional cremated remains burial available at cost 
of $900 with certificate

 � Space is sufficient for small standing memorial 
marker

Full size plot (36’ x 96”), including perpetual 
care: $5,000

 � Includes space for up to six (6) cremated remains 
burial

 � Additional cremated remains burial available 
at cost of $900 with certificate (up to 10 non-
biodegradable urns will fit in this space and 
unlimited biodegradable containers)   

 � Space is sufficient for large standing memorial 
marker or monument 

Perpetual care is defined on page 7. 

SITE PREPARATION
All burials require site preparation: $300/urn or ashes 
in the Memorial Garden

Reopening to accommodate additional cremated 
remains will be at the cost of $300 per opening.

All site prep costs in churchyard for cremated remains 
is the responsibility of certificate owner.

Pursuant to Church policy and for historic 
considerations, there shall be no disinterment 
permitted without a court order. Disinterment will be 
at family expense.

PAYMENT
Checks for burial sites should be made payable to: 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church. A “right to burial” 
certificate will be issued to the purchaser.

Pricing may change without notice at the discretion of 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church

SPECIFICATIONS FOR BURIAL 
MARKERS

MARKERS

Preferred Vermont gray, unpolished granite, simple 
borders, one cross or affiliation logo centered on the 
marker.

FOUNDATION

Concrete or granite; minimum of 6” thickness; 
installed flush with ground centered on grave(s) it is 
serving, and at least as wide as the base of the stone 
to be mounted.

MONUMENTS AND MEMORIAL MARKERS

We recommend the Colonial Tablets or flat markers 
from www.HCWood.com

 HC Wood, Inc. 
 610-622-0550 
 hcwoodpa1855@gmail.com

See Monuments and Memorial Markers Overview  
on page 6.
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TABLETS and MARKERS 

Half-size or Small Plot
16” x 24” x 4” Marker with footing

Casket Size Plot
28” x 36” x 10” Marker with footing

Individual Plot
12” x 12” x 4” Flat Marker with footing



Historic Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Preservation Corporation
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