
Sunday, August 19, 2018 - Series:  FULL 

I Am The Vine  – Speaker: Dave Solmes  

Series Theme verse:  John 10:10, “I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.” 

Text:  John 15:1-5. “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He 
cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have already 
been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.4 Remain in me, and 
I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the 
vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. “Yes, I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.  

BIG IDEA: We need to let Jesus speak first about who He is before we consider 
who we are in the story. If we don’t get Jesus right we won’t get ourselves right. 

A. I AM TRUE VINE  

A vine is the source of life for its branches. It provides the water and nutrients by 
which the grapes are produced. Without the vine, no fruit. Branches are utterly 
dependent upon the vine.  Jesus is reminding us that you and I do not provide 
the “fuel” for Christian living.  

Being grafted into the vine means – a new life that includes many things: 

Romans 12:2 Transformation: “do not conform to the patterns of the world 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

 Ezekiel 36:26 Giving a person a New heart and a new Spirit:  - And I will 
give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, 
stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. 

 Romans 15:13 - Filling a Person:  I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill 
you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will 
overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Hebrews 13:1 The Equipping of a person:  - May he equip you with all you 
need for doing his will. May he produce in you, through the power of Jesus 
Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to him. All glory to him forever and ever! 

B.  YOU ARE THE BRANCHES 

#1. Branches (people) that don’t produce fruit He cuts off 

Question:  Is Jesus speaking of a works based, performance-based Christianity. 
In the sense that:  “If you don’t perform you are cut from the team.”  

Answer: No, this line of thinking overstates a person’s ability to produce spiritual 
fruit.   

This passage teaches us how you and I must remain in Him to produce fruit. 
Again, this is why we need to understand / appreciate that the one doing the 
work in us and through us is Jesus.   

#2.  The branches (people) that do bear fruit - so they will produce even more 

Pruning:   What we do know about pruning is that:  Every vine is different and is 
handled differently.  Fundamentally: pruning is removing certain things so that 
energy, attention, priorities can be given to other things … basically - for greater 
results. 

With careful consideration:  All of us will find that our energy, loyalties, time, and 
attention can sometimes be given to actives that yield a type of harvest that is 
far less than all that God intends for our lives. 

One of the values of LW church is:  spiritual formation – there are many ways that 
takes place but one for sure is by how He asks all of us to always put everything 
on the table for His pruning, guidance, and to best understand what we need to 
go forward. 

God may convict us about things that may be good in themselves, but because 
he has greater things on his mind, He asks us to put things down, so we can grow 
up into the fruit bearing disciple has called us to be.  

QUESTIONS: 

1. What transformative things have happened in your life as a result of being 
“grafted” into the vine?  



2. What are the necessary things that we can do to allow God to speak to us 
about the fruit in our lives? 

3. When is the last time God convicted you about something that was not 
necessarily bad but He did so in order that something greater could grow?  


