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DECEMBER  2009 SERVING THE DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON 

Our vision and goals as the Dio-
cese of  Fredericton, expressed 
by Synod 2009 and articulated 
by Diocesan Council, require a 
transformational change in our 
understanding of  our church. 
In John’s Gospel, Nicodemus’ 
encounter with Jesus leads him 
to seek transformation as well. 
He knows that in order to begin a 
new life focused on God, he must 
change his ways. In honour of  
that faithfulness and with con-
fi dence in our own prayerfully 
revealed priorities, our diocesan 
pursuit of  transformational 
change will henceforth be called 
The Nicodemus Project.

The name was chosen in No-
vember by members of  the Di-
ocesan Council Administration 
Team, the group charged with 
clearing the path that leads to 
the fundamental change we 
need. It constitutes the Diocesan 

Jesus told Nicodemus about and 
the changes synod delegates 
talked about are deep and life 
changing. The Nicodemus Proj-
ect is council’s action plan on 
paper and will be rolled out in 
the coming months. 

While there will be leadership 
and support from the bishop, 
synod offi ce staff  and Diocesan 
Council, by far the greatest re-
sponsibility for change rests with 
individual parishes and arch-
deaconry greater chapters. But 
what needs to change? Where 
do we begin? Who is responsible 
for doing what? When should 
we start?

Purposely, there is no ‘one 
size fi ts all’ plan for change. No 
one is going to dictate exactly 
what should be done differently 
or what new initiatives need to 
be undertaken. It will be up to 
parishes to make their own deci-
sions. To start the process coun-

BY JIM MORELL Council action plan and will help 
us fulfill our mission “to pro-
claim the Gospel for the making 
of  disciples,” and the vision we 
have set for ourselves — to be a 
“diocese of  strong, healthy, wel-
coming and growing parishes.” 
In short, the Nicodemus Project 
will help us to grow spiritually, 
numerically and fi nancially, to 
become the church God wants 
us to be.

Last June synod delegates ap-
proved two diocesan reports that 
called for fundamental changes 
in the culture of  our church. At 
its November meeting Diocesan 
Council responded by approving 
a four-point action plan designed 
to guide us through a period of  
change that will transform our 
diocese. Council believes that 
in order to be effective and long 
lasting, the changes we need to 
make must be diocesan-wide and 
implemented over an extended 
period of  time. The changes that 

The Nicodemus Project
will transform our church

A New Day, the diocesan stew-
ardship conference, held in Sus-
sex Oct. 16 and 17, inspired New 
Brunswick Anglican clergy and 
lay leaders, blessed Archbishop 
Claude Miller, and stunned con-
ference leader Bishop Edward 
Salmon.

All morning and into the 
early afternoon Bishop Salmon 
stressed the importance of  the 
stewardship of  the Gospel and 
the stewardship of  ordained and 
lay leadership. Like every other 
stewardship expert who has been 
to the diocese, he stressed the 
stewardship of  money is only one 
part of  the stewardship story. 

general. In the autumn of  each 
year parishioners are asked to 
pledge their offerings for the 
coming year. The parish budget 
is calculated on the total of  the 
pledges. 

Many of  the New Brunswick 
Anglicans sitting before him in 
Trinity Church, Sussex, were 
unfamiliar with the practice. Sev-
eral said: “We don’t do that.”

“I’m stunned!” said Bishop 
Salmon. “Then what do you do? 
Just expect people to give what 
you need?” Then he went on to 
lament that one of  the things 
that gets the church in trouble 
is the way our culture deals with 
money, and that’s by not dealing 
with it.

He took a moment to scratch 
his head, re-group, and resumed 
his friendly and often humor-
ous presentation. “Our culture 
values money, bases opinions of  
people on their wealth.” Jesus 
believes God himself  bestowed 
our value. The only way to have 
dominion over money is to let it 
go, to be generous.

“Your givings to the church 
have to be related to God’s gen-
erosity,” he said. Generosity 
multiplies itself  and changes 
your heart. “That’s the longest 
journey in the world, you know, 
the journey from your head to 
your heart.”

He encouraged the more than 
200 conference participants to let 
money be talked about in their 
churches. “Don’t be ashamed to

Stweardship conference a stunning event

Bishop Edward Salmon (retired) of South Carolina (right), seen here with 
our Archbishop Claude Miller, inspired, blessed and even entertained 
about 200 New Brunswick Anglican clergy and lay leaders at A New Day 
stewardship conference in Sussex Oct. 16 and 17. 

ANA WATTS

BY ANA WATTS
“As people’s lives become 

rooted in scripture we see them 
change and the differences are 
stunning … our congregations 
need the stewardship of  the 
Gospel, we need to know the 
scriptures, to worship and fellow-
ship together. A lot of  cultural 
understandings have replaced 
scripture, we need to be rooted in 
the gospel of  Jesus,” he said.

When he launched into his 
presentation on the stewardship 
of  money he referred to an “every 
member canvass,” a process of  
pledging employed by his Epis-
copal parish in Washington, DC 
in particular and the Episcopal 
Church in the United States in 
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D I O C E S A N  N E W S

cil’s action plan asks that every 
parish vestry make a deliberate 
decision to conduct a self-assess-

ment — a process of  corporate 
and organizational self-examina-
tion that leads immediately to 
an action plan for change. Such 

By Ana Watts
Last June’s synod recognized 

an urgent need for growth — 
spiritual, numerical and fi nan-
cial — and called loudly and 
clearly for the transformational 
change in this diocese necessary 
to achieve that growth. 

Synod identifi ed the prepara-
tion of  leaders for change, our 
personal renewal as Christians 
and Anglicans, increased mis-
sion and ministry in our commu-
nities, and a major stewardship 
initiative as the most effective 
means of  paving the path to 
change. Already at least a dozen 
new diocesan initiatives have 
supported and developed these 
change priorities.

Even before the summer was 

over, a clergy conference focused 
on transformational ministry of  
self, congregation, world. Con-
sultant and speaker Ed White of  
the Alban Institute told diocesan 
clergy: “Transformation is not 
so much about fi nding new ways 
to be the Church as it is about 
finding ways to recapture and 
live the values we once had and 
have lost.” Dr. White highly rec-
ommended several books on per-
sonal and parish growth. They 
were recently purchased by the 
Diocesan Resource Centre and 
are available to be borrowed. 

The new Diocesan Council 
elected in June focused on trans-
formational change at its very 
fi rst meeting in early September. 
Council member Brian Hudson, 

a professional engineer as well 
as a project management pro-
fessional, offered a primer on 
the subject that helped council 
members better understand the 
tasks before them.

Stewardship of  the Gospel, 
leadership and money are essen-
tial for life, growth and mission. 
A New Day diocesan steward-
ship conference held in Sussex 
in October and facilitated by 
Bishop Edward Salmon drove 
this message home. The retired 
bishop of  South Carolina in-
spired diocesan clergy at their 
2008 conference and is credited 
with a transformation in clergy 
relations. With knowledge, integ-
rity, common sense and humour 
he also inspired the clergy and 

lay leaders who gathered in 
Sussex. He called upon them as 
individuals and parishes to take 
ownership of  their stewardship 
responsibilities as well as to sup-
port diocesan initiatives.

Regular review and evaluation 
of  programs and structures is 
essential to good stewardship, so 
Synod 2009 called for such an evalu-
ation for the diocese. In September 
council adopted roles and responsi-
bilities for the task force appointed 
to conduct the review.

An imminent stewardship 
strategy planning session with 
representatives of  General Syn-
od will further bolster the dioc-
esan stewardship initiative and 
move it toward a full stewardship 
initiative.

Diocese takes fi rst steps toward transformational change 

As developed by  members of  the Task Force on Rural and/or Struggling 
Parishes and offered to Synod 2009 last June. The task force hopes they 
can be used as a guide and self-assessment tool by parishes striving for 
growth and renewal.

We are Christ-centred  
We are Christ-centred in who we are and what we do as Anglicans. We know 
Jesus is always in our midst. We continually turn to Him as the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, and we work together as the Body of  Christ. 

 We make disciples for Christ
As a church congregation and as individuals, we are deliberately active 
in spreading the Good News of  Jesus Christ through the witness of  our 
words and our daily lives.

We offer our best in our worship of God
Our worship services are to the glory of  God and are the best that we can 
offer Him. Our worship touches our hearts and is personally meaningful. 
Respecting and building on our Anglican tradition of  worshipping God “in 
the beauty of  holiness” we seek not only to glorify God, but to encourage 
and edify those who worship with us.  

We are intergenerational and multi-cultural
We recognize that the future of  our church depends on bringing new 
members into our congregation. In worship and in parish life we invite, 
welcome and engage people from all age groups and cultural backgrounds. 
We are especially aware of  the importance of  attracting young families, 
children and youth.

We share leadership and responsibility
We use all the gifts that God has given to us as we strive to build up the 
Body of  Christ, which is the church. To that end our clergy and our lay 
members share leadership responsibilities, and work well together. 

We give generously for the work of the church
We recognize the need to give of  ourselves and our resources, each ac-
cording to our means, so that our church may prosper and grow in the 
service of  God. We accept and teach what the Bible tells us about faith, 
money, ‘fi rst fruits’ giving and the generous offering to God of  our time, 
talent and treasure.

We share what God has given us as we reach out to others
God’s love in Christ is shown in our compassion for those in need, spiritu-
ally and materially.  As a parish we reach outside our local church(es) to 
help those around us and in our community(ies). Through our contribu-
tions to the diocese and the national church, as well as other missionary 
and aid organizations, we show that love to the world.

We want to grow spiritually and numerically
We are addressing our members’ desire to know and love God more deeply 
through prayer, study and encouragement.  We are also striving to add 
to our membership both for our benefi t and the benefi t of  those who are 
not yet active members of  the Body of  Christ. 

We communicate positively & live in harmony 
We accept the Apostle Paul’s guidance that we “speak the truth in love.”  
Presuming good will in others, we respect and see value in views that 
may differ from our own.  We listen carefully and sympathetically to 
one another, and we regularly share information and ideas within our 
diocese, archdeaconries and deaneries as well as in our own parish/con-
gregation.

We know what it means to be Anglican 
and share our diocesan vision 

We know what it means to be Anglican, and we know we are part of  a 
larger church family. We do all we can to support others within our diocese, 
through encouraging words and the sharing of  our resources.  As members 
of  the Anglican Church of  Canada in the Diocese of  Fredericton, we af-
fi rm our commitment to work together to accomplish our shared mission, 
which is “to proclaim the Gospel for the making of  disciples.”

The 10 marks of a healthy parish

We need to know what it means to be Christian and Anglican
Continued from page 1 a plan should address such fun-

damental questions as “Are we 
being the church that God wants 
us to be?” and “What can we do 
differently or better in order to 
grow spiritually, numerically 
and fi nancially?” 

One useful tool for this exer-
cise might be the ’10 Marks of  a 
Healthy Parish’ compiled by the 
struggling parishes task force. 

What if  our changes are 
slow in coming or don’t go deep 
enough, one might ask? To para-
phrase the Rev. Chuck Congram, 
a well-known workshop leader, 
without deep change it is entirely 
likely that a good number of  our 
78 parishes will continue to de-
cline and eventually die off.

Synod delegates, gathered in 
archdeaconry groups, were given 
the opportunity to deliberate on 
the question of  “what should our 
fi rst priorities be?” Their mes-
sage was clear – “we fi rst need 
to re-learn what it means to be 
Christian and Anglican” and 
“we need to prepare our clergy 
and lay leaders for a different 
future.” In response to these 
two priorities, council tasked its 
working teams with developing 
programs of  support for parishes 
participating in The Nicode-

mus Project. Facilitators will 
be trained and available to visit 
parishes. They will bring with 
them existing and/or specially 
developed videos and written 
resource materials. Their other 
resources include a congrega-
tional development fund being 
developed now, and a leadership 
and learning weekend planned 
for the coming months.

At the same time all of  this 
is happening at the parish level, 
a new task force responding to 
another synod motion will be 
evaluating diocesan governance, 
structures and processes with a 
view to improving administra-
tive efficiency and reducing 
costs.

The report of  the Task Force 
on Rural and Struggling Par-
ishes documented why we need 
to change. Collectively we are 
facing many problems and chal-
lenges: our most loyal and gener-
ous parishioners are aging, fu-
nerals far outnumber baptisms, 
attendance is dropping, Sunday 
schools are shrinking, and fewer 

Recent revision of  the dio-
cese’s baptismal doctrine di-
rective includes resources for 
baptism practice and prepara-
tion, and certainly qualifi es as a 
valuable learning opportunity as 
we pursue our personal renewal 
as Christians and Anglicans. 

At the most recent Warden’s 
Day, Archdeacon Geoffrey Hall’s 
presentation on Anglican Iden-
tity was also well received. He 
recently received an invitation 
to present it to a parish and was 
pleased to discover his presenta-
tion was fourth in a series on 
Christian and Anglican renewal. 
“This parish is certainly taking 
responsibility for its own re-
newal efforts.” he said.  

teens and young families join us 
for worship. These days mission 
and outreach initiatives are 
often the exception rather than 
the rule, the number of  full-time 
clergy decreases each year, and 
our stewardship of  God’s gift of  
money is rarely spoken about. 
Certainly parish income is not 
keeping up with expenses, our 
buildings are old, impractical 
and expensive to operate, and 
most of  our parishes are strug-
gling – some barely surviving. 

Clearly ours is a church in 
decline. Like Nicodemus, deep 
down we know something is 
missing and we have to change. 
May God help us to become the 
church he wants us to be.

Jim Morell is chair of  the Dioc-
esan Council Administration 
Team, the group charged with 
responsibility for The Nicode-
mus Project. 

He invites your comments and 
questions addressed to 
<jamorell@nbnet.nb.ca>.
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T H E   B I S H O P ’ S   P A G E
P R I N C I P A L   

E N G A G E M E N T SThe blessings of courage for Christmas
A

t the November meet-
ing of  Diocesan Coun-
cil I told the members 
that I love Jesus. In 

turn I asked all of  them to raise 
their hands and say out loud 
that they love Jesus too. Of  
course they all did. They knew 
they were in a safe place.

This all took place following 
the House of  Bishops when we 
spent a day talking about con-
gregational development and 
came to the conclusion that it 
can and will only take place at 
the local level. Congregational 
development — a major part of  
the transformational change 
we want to see in this diocese 
— will happen when we tell 
others that we know and love 
Jesus, when we share what he 
means to us personally, when 
we tell others what a difference 
Jesus makes in our lives.

As bishops we also said we 
would lead the way. That is why 
I confessed my love of  Christ to 
the council and asked them to 
do the same to me.

The General Thanksgiving 
in Morning Prayer exhorts us 
to “show forth thy praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our 
lives.” I think for many of  us, 
however, it is easier to model 
the Christian life — to worship, 
pray, study, feed the starving, 
clothe the naked, comfort the 
suffering — than it is to tell 
others how much we love Jesus 
and how grateful we are to have 
him in our lives.

For many of  us, including 
me, this is a daunting task. 
Finding the courage to tell 
people how Christ has made a 
difference in our life requires 
prayerful courage and a deep 
commitment to God’s mission 
of  love. “God so loved the world 
…”

I hope you will fi nd the 
courage too and suggest this 
is a good time to start. In the 
Christmas season those who 
fl ounder on the fl imsy edges 
of  faith, and even those on the 
secular path to who-knows-
where, have time for Jesus in 
the manger. Even if  they don’t 
believe he is THE reason for the 
season, they at least acknowl-
edge he is one of  the reasons.

During the reign of  the 
White Witch in C. S. Lewis’ The 

Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe (part of  the Chronicles of  
Narnia) it was “always winter 
but never Christmas.” A very 
bad time indeed, especially for 
the English children traveling 
through that enchanted world. 
However would they man-
age without the family feast, 
Christmas treats and the visit 
from Father Christmas?

In the end they didn’t have to 
endure winter without Christ-
mas after all, but of  course it 
wasn’t all about food and gifts 
anyway. It was about God’s gift 
to us. It was all about a Saviour.

“In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fi elds, 
keeping watch over their fl ock 
by night. Then an angel of  the 
Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of  the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrifi ed. 
But the angel said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of  
great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city 
of  David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will fi nd a 
child wrapped in bands of  cloth 
and lying in a manger.’ And 
suddenly there was with the an-
gel a multitude of  the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favours!’ 
(Luke 2:8-14)

There is no doubt that 
Christmas, as we celebrate it in 

the western world, is a mixed 
blessing for Christians. Even 
before the last “trick-or-treat” 
is uttered we are smothered by 
Christmas “stuff” and senti-
mentality.  

To be fair though, we too as 
Christians have been known 
to seek the sentimental in our 
telling of  the story Luke told so 
eloquently. And Heaven knows 
we have trees, treats, turkeys 
and Santa. We prefer to call him 
St. Nicholas, but whatever we 
call him, he is the epitome of  
generosity to our children and 
each other.

So this season I wish you 
peace and joy — the peace that 
passes all understanding, and 
the joy that came down from 
Heaven to be born in a stable 
in Bethlehem. And I hope you 
have a tree, some treats and 
turkey too. But most of  all, I 
hope you will share with others 
the precious gift of  your love of  
Jesus and his many blessings.

 

Archbishop Claude Miller is 
Metropolitain of  the Ecclesiasti-
cal Province of  Canada and the 
Bishop of  Fredericton. 
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Parish of  Sackville & Dorchester 
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Christ Church Cathedral

December 25
Christmas Day 

Christ Church Cathedral

January 1 
New Year’s Day Service

Christ Church Cathedral
11 a.m.

Followed by
Bishop’s Levee 

Cathedral Memorial Hall

January 4-6 
National Gathering on 
Theological Education

Montreal

January 7-9 
House of  Bishops

January 20 
Diocesan Council

*Denotes Confi rmation

A P P O I N T M E N T S
The Rev. Richard Steeves was ap-
pointed Archdeacon of  Chatham 
on Nov. 1, 2009.
The Ven. Patricia Drummond 
was appointed Archdeacon of  
Fredericton on Nov. 1, 2009.
The Rev. Arnold Godsoe will 
retire as rector of  the Parish 
of  Campbellton and priest-in-
charge of  the parishes of  Dal-
housie and Restigouche on Dec. 
31, 2009.
The Rev. Paul Ranson is ap-
pointed to leadership in the 
Anglican South End Ministry in 
Saint John on Jan. 1, 2010.

I
n the context of  the 
Church, the word voca-
tion usually refers to 
religious vocation. In more 

recent times, however, I believe 
anyone called to work that 
requires signifi cant or life-time 
commitment is said to have a 
vocation. And the Church has 
come to recognize that all who 
serve God as disciples of  Jesus 
are called to that service as a 
Christian vocation.

The call to ordination is 
in no way superior to other 
Christian callings, but the call 
to holy orders does require a 
unique level of  discernment. 
Although there seem to be 
several understandings about 
how one comes to be ordained 
in the Anglican Church in our 
diocese, there is actually a clear 
and documented process. 

A call to ordination is not 
a message from God heard 
only by an individual. Calling 
involves the whole Church, 
its leadership, its membership 
and its head, Christ himself. A 
meeting with the bishop and 
an agreement that one should 
pursue discernment leading to 
ordination does not put anyone 
on the fast track to wearing a 
clerical collar. 

The discernment process 

in this diocese is a lengthy 
and prayerful one described 
in detail in several bishop’s 
directives. Those who feel they 
are called and all those who are 
called to support them should 
review them. They are avail-
able on the diocesan website, 
http://anglican.nb.ca, the links 
to Legislation and Directives is 
in the upper right side menu.

The fi rst step in discernment 
is the very notion that 

ordained ministry and a life 
lived in holy orders might be an 
option. Many of  the ordained 
will remember the idea itself  
was raised by another person 

before it became a serious one 
of  their own. God speaks in 
many and various ways. Second 
there is an attempt to explore, 
in community, the possibility 
of  a call within the locale of  
the individual being called. 
Third, the process of  discern-
ment moves to a diocesan level 
where others become involved 
in conversation and exploration 
on behalf  of  the potential can-
didate. After diocesan require-
ments, including the gathering 
and submission of  various 
items of  information, inter-
views and time with the bishop 
are met, the process moves to 
the ecclesiastical province level 
and attendance at a conference 
of  the Advisory Committee 
on Postulants for Ordination 
(ACPO).

Once the bishop recognizes a 
person as a postulant academic, 
formation and practical study 
follow in a more formal way. 
Requirements for priesthood 
include the professional degree 
of  Master of  Divinity from a 
recognized theological school 
or college. The academic pro-
cess can take four to fi ve years 
before ordination is a reality, 
assuming an undergraduate 
degree is already in hand.

Following education and 

the submission of  academic 
and other progress reports, the 
bishop again meets with the 
discerning individual. Taking 
all things into consideration, 
the bishop discerns whether or 
not this person can be consid-
ered a candidate for ordination. 
Once the person is declared a 
candidate, arrangements are 
made for a ministry appoint-
ment and ordination.

The academic requirements 
for a person preparing for min-
istry as a vocational (perma-
nent) deacon are less rigerous. 
Depending on the individual 
and circumstances,  various 
courses and/or certifi cates 
are required. The continuing 
discernment and education pro-
cess takes three to four years. 

Is ordination the end of  discern-
ment? Not at all. 
Discernment is an essential 

tool for those who are called by 
God to be his servants, not just 
as they move into a new way 
of  life and new situations, but 
for ever after. Ordination is not 
the last call. As members in the 
Church, the body of  Christ, we 
all continue to hear calls that 
guide us to do what God would 
have us do.

The path leading to ordina-

tion is a challenging one with 
many twists and turns as well 
as emotional, intellectual and 
spiritual ups and downs. All 
along the way we must con-
tinue to listen carefully so we 
hear God’s voice clearly and dis-
cern what is being said by and 
through the whole Church. 

Let us pray for those among 
us who are in vocational 
discernment and also pray for 
those of  us called to support 
them.

The Ven. Geoffrey Hall is 
Executive Assistant to the 
Bishop of  Fredericton, Secretary 
of  the Synod, and Diocesan 

For more information and the 
details of the discernment process, 

visit the diocesan web site 

<http://anglican.nb.ca –>Admin 
–>Diocesan Legislation –>

Legislation, Directives,Guidelines.

Directive 7.1 

The Parish Discernment Committee

Directive 7.2 

Discernment Leading to Ordination 
to the (vocational) Diaconate

Directive 7.3 

Discernment Leading to 

Ordination to the Priesthood.

For those who are called, vocation and discernment are for life
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tell how much you give. If  money 
is taboo, it reigns.”

He also told them to exam-
ine their own givings. If  all the 
people at the conference were 
to increase their givings by just 
one per cent it would make very 
little, if  any, difference to their 
personal fi nances, but it would 
make a very big difference to 
the church. And it would be the 
same the next year; another one 
per cent in givings would have 
little impact on them and a huge 
impact on the church. In that 
way they could also work toward 
their tithe, the biblical standard 
of  giving.

“And when you add that one 
per cent, add a prayer for your 
rector too.”

Bishop Salmon met with the 
clergy on Friday afternoon and 

evening. Their focus was on vi-
sion and strategies. The Satur-
day presentations to both clergy 
and lay often focused on attitude 
and behaviours.

“The vitality of  every con-
gregation is in the hands of  the 
people there, but circumstances 
rob us of  that vitality.”

Recent studies in the diocese 
inicate that many parishes are in 
maintenance mode; they work to 
keep the lights on, to pay the oil 
bill, to fi x the roof.

“We are in diffi cult economic 
times but so what?” said Bishop 
Salmon. “Don’t retrench or react, 
get out there and look after each 
other. Startle your community 
with the power of  the Holy Spirit. 
No matter what, do mission.”

He advocated honesty and 
solidarity among parish lead-
ers, saying there is room for 

disagreement at the vestry table, 
but not in the parking lot. “We 
need disagreements in order to 
make good decisions,” he said 
and admitted to abandoning 
plans and strategies because he 
was convinced in discussion that 
they were not the right actions 
at the right time. “But once the 
clergy and vestry have come to 
a consensus and a decision is 
made, it must be supported by 
everyone at the table.”

He challenged leaders to keep 
their contracts formal rather 
than tacit. If  you ask someone to 
do something, it doesn’t get done, 
and you don’t do anything about 
it, you are tacitly agreeing that it 
didn’t need to be done or wasn’t 
important, he said.

“Set visions for the congrega-
tion and stand on the steward-
ship of  the Gospel,” he urged.

Startle your community with the power of the Holy Spirit

Ruth O’Donnell
Parish of Ludlow and Blissfi eld

When a participant asked 
how and where the conversation 
around a new stewardship at-
titude should take place, Bishop 
Salmon was quick with a doable 
answer — immediately.

“When people say to you ‘You 
went to that conference in Sus-
sex, didn’t you?’ tell them yes, 
indeed you did. Then proceed to 
tell them all about what we have 
discussed here today. It is good to 
talk about this. And let me assure 
you, if  you tell just three people 
about what went on here this 
weekend, it will be all over the 
church by the end of  the week!

“And when it comes to pledg-
es, just tell people that Christian 
giving is a spiritual issue … we 
must be generous to God as he 
is generous to us.” We must give 
him our fi rst fruits; give our 10 
per cent to the Lord off  the top. 
“Then tell the people in your 
parish what you plan to give. It 
is only when your vestry knows 
what people plan to give that it 
can set the budget.” 

A random sampling of  partici-
pants’ comments at the confer-
ence made it clear that Bishop 
Salmon had inspired them. Joc-
elyn Green of  the Parish of  Den-
mark said, “Bishop Salmon is a 
fantastic man! I have six pages of  
notes and agree whole-heartedly 
with what he says.”

Ruth O’Donnell of  the Parish 
of  Ludlow and Blissfield said, 
“He knows what he is doing and 
he has a good message — we need 
to put our trust in the Lord.”

Michelle LeBlanc of  Christ 
Church Cathedral said Bishop 
Salmon made everything clear 

to her. “I am inspired and moti-
vated, I will have to think hard 
about how I can convey his en-
thusiasm to people who haven’t 
heard him.”

Don Thompson of  Campbell-
ton said, “I’m sure every parish 
here wishes they could have him 
come and help them develop a vi-
sion. Fortunately all the parishes 
will receive a video of  the confer-
ence and it will be up to us to do 
something with it.”

When he thanked Bishop 
Salmon at the end of  the confer-
ence, Archbishop Miller said, “I 
have been blessed today.” The 
conference participants respond-
ed with mighty applause.

Last June’s synod called for 
transformational change in this 
diocese. Renewal as Christians 
and Anglicans; preparation of  
our leaders for change; mission 
and ministry in our communi-
ties; and a major stewardship 
initiative were named the high-
est diocesan priorities.

Bishop Edward Salmon is a 
retired bishop of  South Carolina 
and instigated a profound re-
newal of  its ministry. He spoke at 
a Diocese of  Fredericton clergy 
conference in 2008 and is cred-
ited by many with an amazing 
improvement in clergy relations. 
His practical experience, Biblical 
scholarship, no-nonsense at-
titude and engaging style made 
him a popular choice to lead the 
stewardship conference. With 
more than 200 New Brunswick 
Anglicans registered, it was the 
largest gathering ever planned in 
the diocese, with the exception 
of  synods.

Michelle LeBlanc
Christ Church Cathedral.

Donald Thompson
Parish of Campbellton

Continued from page 1

Following the centennial service at St. Andrew’s Church, Sunny Brea, are 
former rectors the Ven. Thomas Crowther and the Rev. Wally Corey, current 
rector the Rev. Rob Salloum, retired Bishop George Lemmon, and the fi rst 
rector, the Rev. Brent Ham.

It was a celebration of  the 
past with high hopes for the 
future. On Sept. 13, 2009, 
125 joyful souls gathered to 
celebrate 100 years of  hard 
work and God’s blessings 
at St. Andrew’s Church in 
Sunny Brae. Former rectors 
participated in the service 
and retired Bishop George 
Lemmon presided at the Eu-
charist.

The preacher for the oc-
casion was the Ven. Thomas 
Crowther. Shortly after his 
arrival in the parish as rector 
in 1966, he was asked by then 
Archbishop A. H. O’Neill to 
begin conducting regular 
weekly services at what was 
then St. Andrew’s Mission 
Hall. Archdeacon Crowther 
vividly remembered his fi rst 
service in Sunny Brae as he 
emerged from the vestry and 
gazed upon the modest con-
gregation— one faithful soul. 
He promptly asked the dear 
lady: “Would you still like to 
have a service?” 

“That is exactly what I 
came for!” she answered. 
Archdeacon Crowther never 

St. Andrew’s Sunny Brae celebrates 100 years of proclaiming the Gospel
BY ROB SALLOUM looked back.

In his sermon he personifi ed 
St. Andrew’s Church, proclaim-
ing that “if  I were St. Andrew’s 
Church I would …” speak about 
all the wonderful people who 
have come, met and worshipped 
the Lord while welcoming many 
into their midst. 

For the first 90 years of  its 
presence in the community, St. 
Andrew’s was a part of  the Par-
ish of  Moncton and under the 
direction of  just four rectors, the 
Rev. Canon W.B. Sisam, the Rev. 
Canon J.J. Alexander, Archdea-
con Crowther and the Rev. Canon 
Wally Corey.

During his episcopate Bishop 
Lemmon had a vision to establish 
St. Andrew’s as its own parish. 
In 1999, the Rev. Brent Ham (now 
rector of the Parish of Riverview), 
was called to be the fi rst rector of  
St. Andrew’s and the Parish of  
Hillsborough-Riverside. 

Many among the St. Andrew’s 
clergy and spouses who attended 
the 100th anniversary service 
were the Rev. Bill Forgrave and 
his wife Pat, who were parish-
ioners for many years before he 
was ordained. The Rev. Keith 
Osborne and the Rev. Reginald 
Stockall were assistant curates 

in the parish years ago.   
Several former rectors and 

curates refl ected on their expe-
riences at St. Andrew’s during a 
bountiful reception in the upper 
hall following the service. 

Over the years this church has 
grown into a vibrant and loving 
community through the faith and 
hard work of  many wonderful 
and committed Christian people. 
Many families have served the 
parish for generations. 

Shortly after Leslie Johnson 
arrived in the parish in 1973, she 
was asked to “cover for the organ-
ist for a couple of  weeks.” She’s 
still covering. Frederica Long, 
whose father Fred Watters was 
the fi rst person baptized in the 
parish, was also in attendance. 

During the centennial wor-
ship service, there was a concert 
of  voices singing praises to God. 
That same concert of  voices 
spoke with unanimity about St 
Andrew’s being “a small church 
with a big heart” – ministering 
in the name of  the Lord to each 
other in good times and in the 
midst of  diffi culty and tragedy. 

A community barbeque, a 
parish mission with the Rev. 
Canon Harold Percy, an evening 
of  bluegrass music and a St. 

Andrew’s Day dinner are among 
the other events that marked the 
centennial. 

As we refl ect on our 100th an-
niversary year, we give thanks 
to God for his many blessings 
over the years and look forward 
to our 101st year of  proclaiming 
Jesus Christ in this community 
of  Sunny Brae. 

The Rev. Rob Salloum is priest 
and rector of  the Anglican 
Parishes of  St. Andrew’s Sunny 
Brae, St. Mary’s Hillsborough 
and St. Alban’s Riverside–Al-
bert.  
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At its meeting in Woodstock 
on Nov. 7, Diocesan Council 
approved, with two dissent-
ing votes, the Shared Ministry 
Budget for 2010. With total ex-
penditures of  $1,671,465, it will 
be funded by $1,476,190 from 
the parishes and $195,275 from 
interest and other sources. 

In presenting the budget for 
approval, Finance Committee 
chair Gerald McConaghy said 
the 2010 budget refl ects priori-
ties and actions as directed by 
Diocesan Synod and Diocesan 
Council. “Except for additional 
funds to pursue those priorities, 
the budget remains relatively 
unchanged.”

2010 budget supports vision and ministry
The additional funds to pur-

sue new priorities include a total 
of  about $50,000 in support of  
the vision of  transformational 
change called for by Synod 2009. 
That amount includes $10,000 
each for diocesan evaluation and 
leadership training, and a fur-
ther $30,000 to give council some 
fl exibility in order to respond to 
opportunities and possibilities.

The Finance Committee also 
endorsed a plan for funding a two-
year pilot project for ministry in 
the south end of  Saint John, 
supported by about $100,000 
of  available funds from legacy 
trusts of  the former parishes of  
St. James and St. Paul’s, Valley, 
designated for ministry in Saint 
John. The two-year total cost is 

projected at $134,000; the funding 
shortfall will be covered.

The unchanged aspect of  the 
budget is refl ected in no increase 
in the scale of  minimum clergy 
stipend and no change in clergy 
car replacement and basic travel 
allowances.  

Although the minimum sti-
pend does not change in 2010, 
clergy ordained less than 11 years 
will see their stipends increased 
by the increment to which they are 
entitled. The minimum stipend for 
clergy ordained in 2009, or who 
will be ordained in 2010, is $30,578. 
Clergy ordained in 2000 or before 
will get the “maximum minimum” 
stipend of $36,396 in 2010. 

The Diocesan Human Re-
sources Committee recommend-

ed the continued use of  the New 
Brunswick Consumer Price 
Index as the basis for determin-
ing the 2010 stipends and that the 
minimum stipend increments 
remain unchanged.

The clergy car replacement 
allowance remains at $4,200 per 
year and the basic travel allow-
ance remains at $4,600 per year.

Performance of  the Diocesan 
Consolidated Investment Fund 
(DCIF) has an impact on the bud-
get each year. At Sept. 30 (2009) 
its portfolio market value was up 
by 13 per cent, however markets 
remained volatile. The fund had 
also realized losses upon disposal 
of  certain holdings, which is a 
drain on the retained reserve. For 
that reason the Finance Commit-

tee agreed that for year-end 2009 
there will be no bonus capital 
addition on funds invested in the 
DCIF. There also continues to be 
concern over low interest and 
dividend rates, so the Finance 
Committee recommended the 
2010 rate of  return on funds in-
vested in the DCIF be held at 3.25 
per cent for the fi rst six months. 
The situation will be reviewed in 
late spring of  2010 to determine if  
it is possible to hold that rate for 
the remainder of  the year.  

The diocesan budget amount 
set for 2009 was $1,633,550 and 
the projected year-end amount 
is $1,532,169. Based on the pro-
jected year-end amount for 2009, 
the 2010 budget is up by almost 
$140,000

On Oct. 21, during a citizenship ceremony in Fredericton, Citizenship 
Court Judge Suzanne Pinel presented Diocese of Fredericton Refugee 
Coordinator James Chandra with a plaque honouring the diocese’s 
commitment to the Private Sector Sponsorship of Refugees Program, a 
vital component of Canada’s humanitarian actions. In part the citation 
reads: “I know that the work you undertake in supporting refugees is 
a voluntary act, motivated by compassion, caring and a desire to take 
an active role in protecting refugees. Furthermore, it is an amazing 
demonstrataion of the sincere generosity and goodwill of Canadians 
from across the country … Your contribution and sacrifi ce have allowed 
Canada to fulfi ll its humanitarian commitment to assist victims of 
persecution, human rights violations and injustice from around the 
globe. The support of your organization has saved lives and ensured 
that sponsored refugees contribute to the social, economic, political 
and cultural life of Canadian society.” It was signed by the Hon. Jason 
Kenney, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturism. Also 
in the photo with Judge Pinel and Mr. Chandra is RCMP Sgt. Jean 
Devost.

D I O C E S E   H O N O U R E D 

The Rev. Marian Lucas-Jefferies addressed the 
Make Poverty History rally in King Square, Saint 
John on Oct. 16. The rally was part of  national and 
global events marking the International Day for 
the Eradication of  Poverty (Oct. 17). Participants 
included youth and young adults from area high 
schools, as well as the Resource Centre for Youth 
and the University of  New Brunswick Saint John 
campus. Ms. Lucas-Jefferies is rector of  the Parish 
of  Upham and active in PWRDF, the Canada 
FoodGrains Bank, KAIROS and other social and 
environmental causes. Her remarks urged social 
and political action to eliminate poverty, while 
her sign heralded KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical 
Justice Initiatives.

ROMA DE ROBERTIS, SCIC)

M A K E   P O V E R T Y   H I S T O R YM A K E   P O V E R T Y   H I S T O R Y
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People leaving the Church of the Ascension in Apohaqui following a Thanksgiving memorial hymn 
sing on the evening of Oct. 11 remarked that they hadn’t heard such beautiful music fi lling such 
a beautiful church for a long, long time. It was a fi tting end to a day of celebration that began that 
morning with a Communion service at the church of St. Simon and St. Jude in Belleisle Creek. 
The decoration of the church altar was yet one more thing of beauty for which to be thankful. The 
morning service and the evening hymn sing were both well attended. Following the hymn sing 
everyone was invited to gather at Medley Hall, across from the church in Apohaqui, for a bountiful 
lunch. NOTE In the November issue of the New Brunswick Anglican, a confi rmation service for the 
Parish of Upper Kennebecasis was reported to have taken place at another Church of the Ascension. It 
actually took place in the Apohaqui church.

T H A N K S G I V I N G   I N   U P P E R   K E N N E B E C A S I S

C H R I S T M A S   I N   H O N D U R A S

Once again this Christmas, despite continuing unemployment and poverty, children in Brick Bay, Honduras 
are assured toys and gifts, thanks to the generosity of the people of the parishes of Campbellton and 
Restigouche. Last year the people of Campbellton organized a donations drive and sent money to the 
Reverends Nelson and Kara (Thompson) Mejia to buy gifts for the children in their congregation. The children 
were thrilled indeed, and the people of Campbellton received many photos of children with smiling faces and 
new toys. This year the Parish of Restigouche joined Campbellton in the project.
“Organizing the event is simple,” says Brenda Jewett. “ Envelopes are distributed to the congregations with a 
due date for the return of donations (this year it was Nov. 22. The funds were collected and wired directly to 
Nelson and Kara in Honduras. Nelson and Kara know the needs of the children and do all the shopping in 
time for Christmas. We would like to invite other congregations to consider joining in this effort or organizing 
a similar project that will benefi t a group of people close to your heart during the Advent and Christmas 
seasons. Best wishes for a blessed Season of joy, peace and hope.”

Jesse Biggar prepared for confi rmation with is friends from the Parish of La
confi rmation day came he wasn’t at church, he was in the hospital. He didn
Rev. Ellen Curtis, and Archbishop Claude Miller made their way to the Sa
at the church are Sarah Biggar, Zachery Lavigne, Noah Phillips, Richard B
LaMont, Connor Smith, Allyson Caldwell, Michaela Coakley, Rachel Miln

H O S P I T A L   C O

Stanley celebrates home-coming S
BY BETTY MACGILLIVRAY

The Rev. Canon Elaine Hamilton, 
priest in charge of  the Parish 
of  Stanley was the parish seeks 
a new rector, encouraged the 
parish to make Thanksgiving 
Sunday a Homecoming Sunday. 
It provided an opportunity for 
those visiting on the holiday 
weekend to attend the service 
and was an incentive for parish-
ioners to invite friends and rela-
tives to return home, to renew 
their faith as they refreshed 
memories.

The Rev. Deacon Joyce Perry 
Deacon of  Christ Church (Par-
ish) Church in Fredericton was 
invited to give the address. Ms. 
Perry grew up in the Parish of  
Stanley. Saint Paul’s at Cross 
Creek was her home church. She 
recounted the many years that 
have passed since she graduated 
from high school and pursued 
her career. She still has family 
members living in the parish. 
Her address also reiterated the 
need to be thankful every day of  
our lives. We have so much in this 
wonderful country wherein we 
live. We need to be good stewards 
and protect the gifts of  God.

The Parish of Stanley feels it is important  to be i
promotes the local fair. Here Jody Rae (L) and Lu
produce was fi tting for Thanksgiving so was left t
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Membe rs  of  the 
Diocesan 

Arch ives Committee 
extend to all  readers  of  
Th e Arch ives Corner 

our very best  wishes for a 
Happ y and 

Bless ed Christmas

David Barrett

Twila Buttimer

Ch arles Ferris

Arnold Gods oe

Geoff re y Hall 

Frank Morehouse

Mary Robi nson

Chris VanBuskirk

Lorna Williams

Window 

 St. James’  Church , 

Saint John (closed)

akewood and some new friends from the Parish of Simonds, but when 
n’t want to be left out, though, so after the church service his rector, the 
aint John Regional Hospital and confi rmed him there. His friends confi rmed 
Burnham, Bryanna Montaque, Hayley Currie, Zachary Hanlon, Evan 
ne, Kelsie Hatt and Colin Titus.

O N F I R M A T I O N

Sunday on Thanksgiving weekend

involved in the community so they participate each year in the competition which 
ucy Spacek (R) arrange decorations on their prize winning entry.  The display of local 
to welcome worshipers on Homecoming Sunday, October 11.

Arch ives Corner

An exhibition and sale of 10 evocative new paintings by artist Dale Cook and based on 
photographs in areas of the world with insecure food resources is at the Kennebecasis 
Public Library in Quispamsis until the end of December. Proceeds of this fundraiser 
support the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund and the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank (CFGB). 

Good 
works 
for  
PWRDF
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BY MARGARET LAKING

A recent article in Today’s Chris-
tian offered: “Sometimes pastors 
are the loneliest people in the 
church. Often their hours are 
long, the pay minimal, the criti-
cism considerable and constant. 
Feelings of  disappointment, dis-
couragement, and defeat may be-
gin to plague the best of  them.” 
Paul’s admonition to ‘serve one 
another in love’ (Gal. 5:13) should 
encourage us to remember our 
shepherds.

In the United States, October 
is Clergy Appreciation Month 
and the second Sunday in Oc-
tober is Clergy Appreciation 
Day. Since that day coincides 
with our church’s thanksgiving 
services, and because our priest, 
the Rev. Kevin Cross, includes 
special blessings in every service 
to recognize birthdays and an-
niversaries, we at St. George’s in 
McAdam took all that to heart. 
We surprised him with a clergy 
appreciation blessing.

A couple of  parishioners 
wrote the blessing and made 
confi dential arrangements with 
the warden for it to be included 
in the service on Oct. 11. As 
members of  the congregation 

gathered around Kevin, vestry 
member Jim Laking pronounced 
it: “We’re grateful God sent you 
here to us to lead us in His way 
that we would think, work and 
live each day in service of  our 
Lord. We thank you for your 
ministry, your guidance and 
your care. We ask the Lord to 
bless you as we thank Him for 
His precious gift of  your caring 
priestly heart.”

Kevin Cross has been in our 
parish just over a year. He be-
gan as a deacon-in-training and 
continued as deacon-in-charge 
until last March, when he was 
ordained a priest by Archbishop 
Claude Miller. His outgoing per-
sonality, sense of  humour and 
ability to laugh at himself, all 
wrapped up in his Irish charm, 
make him an endearing friend.

He grew up outside Detroit, 
Michigan in what he describes 
as a “fairly typical Irish Catholic 
clan.” Since he converted to the 
Anglican faith, however, he says 
he has felt “more able to holisti-
cally integrate my beliefs and 
theology with the practice of  my 
church.”

Following the service a social 
gathering shared refreshments 
at the back of  the church.

Parish of McAdam celebrates clergy appreciation day

In honour of Clergy Appreciation Day and in thanksgiving for his mnistry, the people of St. George’s in McAdam 
surprised their priest, the Rev. Kevin Cross, with a blessing of appreciation on  Thanksgiving Sunday. They are seen 
here gathered around him in the church as the blessing is pronounced by Jim Laking. Mr. Laking is a vestry and 
choir member who was pleased to be able to do that , once the text was “brailled.” Mr. Laking is blind.

MARGARET LAKING

BY MARGARET LAKING

The Rev. Kevin Cross of  St. 
George’s Anglican Church told 
two stories of  St. Francis at 
the ecumenical Blessing of  the 
Animals service in McAdam on 
Monday, Oct. 5. 

The fi rst was of  the taming 
of  a wolf  that was terrorizing a 
town. “When he met the wolf  he 
said, ‘Come to me, Brother Wolf. 
In the name of  Christ, I order you 
not to hurt anyone.’ And it is said 
that the wolf  lowered its head 
and lay down at St. Francis’ feet, 
meek as a lamb.” A clear echo of  
Isaiah’s story in which “The wolf  
shall dwell with the lamb…”

The second was St. Francis’ 
sermon to a flock of  birds, as 
documented by a friar traveling 
with him. “My brothers, birds, 
you should praise your Creator 
very much and always love him,” 
said St. Francis. “He gave you 
feathers to clothe you, wings so 

that you can fl y, and whatever 
else was necessary for you. God 
made you noble among his crea-
tures and he gave you a home 
in the purity of  the air; though 
you neither sow nor reap, he 
nevertheless protects and gov-
erns you without any solicitude 
on your part.” In response, the 
birds stretched their necks and 
extended their wings as Francis 
walked among them, touching 
and blessing them.

The pet owners at the service, 
held inside St. Paul’s United 
Church and hosted by both Mr. 
Cross and the Rev. Ellen Beairsto 
understood St. Francis love of ani-
mals and undoubtedly also agreed 
with the famous John Wesley 
(founder of  Methodism) sermon 
in which he insists Heaven won’t 
be complete if  God doesn’t make 
room for the animals. 

The service began with the 
hymn “All Things Bright and 
Beautiful” followed then a sto-

ry-telling from Genesis 9:8-10: 
“Then God said to Noah and to 
his sons with him, ‘As for me, 
I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants 
after you—and with every liv-
ing creature that is with you, 
the birds, the domestic animals, 
and every animal of  the earth 
with you, as many as came out 
of  the ark.’”

At St. George’s, the traditional 
prayer for the Blessing of  the 
Animals is used, but at St. Paul’s 
we employed a responsive prayer 
followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
The owners and their pets were 
then invited forward for their 
blessing, the sacramental sprin-
kling of  holy water. The service 
ended with the sung version of  
the Prayer of  St. Francis, “Make 
Me a Channel of  Your Peace” and 
a fi nal blessing: “May God, who 
created the animals of  this earth 
continue to protect and sustain 
us all, now and forever. Amen.” 

Animals blessed at ecumenical service in McAdam

Sylvia MacDonald of St. George’s Anglican Church in McAdam holds her 
dog, Daisy, during the ecumenical Blessing of the Animals service at St. Paul’s 
United Church. Visiting relatives look on while the Rev. Kevin Cross of St. 
George’s and the Rev. Ellen Beairsto of St. Paul’s administer the blessing.

MARGARET LAKING

The Parish of  Chatham re-
cently updated its website with 
new links to Sunday sermons 
and an up-to-date bulletin board. 
Parishioners who are ill, shut-in 
or even wintering in the south 
are now able to listen to the Rev. 
Gordon Thompson’s Sunday 
sermons in comfort from their 
home computers.

The parish decided to update 
the site because the previous 
one could not be updated each 
week, but all the familiar links 
to service times, church history, 

events, outreach, youth activities 
and other sites are still in place. 
Site designer Wally McLean of  
Mighty Miramichi redesigned 
the site so that it is now possible 
to include the weekly sermons, 
as well as Sunday readings, ad-
ditions to the church library, 
notices of  meetings and special 
announcements. Linda McLean 
volunteered to keep the website 
current with weekly updates. 

You will find all the news 
about the Parish of  Chatham at 
www.apocm.org.

Parish of Chatham launches new websitePlan now to attend 
2010

Clergy Spouses’ 
Conference

Tuesday April 20 - 

Thursday April 22

at the Villa Madonna. 

Information to follow 

in the New Year

Merry Christmas fr om th e New Brunswick  Anglican
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Members of  the Camp Brook-
wood board presented an over-
view of  the camp’s needs for the 
coming season to the Diocesan 
Council when it met in Wood-
stock Nov. 7. Archbishop Claude 

Camp Brookwood ministry a council priority

Miller congratulated the seven 
members in attendance for their 
show of  solidarity and assured 
them their vision and ministry 
for the camp is a priority of  coun-
cil. “You’re not out there work-
ing by yourselves,” he said.  

Board chair Mary Lee Phillips 

reported to council that Brook-
wood attendance increased 50 
per cent in the summer 2009 
season, with increased interest 
in the surrounding communities 
as well as from people farther 
away. She also said the board 
was pleased with the quality of  

Parish of Stanley bids farewell
Late last May the 
people of  the Parish 
of  Stanley gathered 
to bid farewell to 
the Ingalls family 
as they moved on to 
the Parish of  Saint 
John where the Rev. 
Ranall Ingalls in 
now rector. 

Among the many 
gifts presented to 
them on behalf  of  
the parish was a 
hand crafted wal-
nut table made by 
parishioner Bil l 
Moss.  T he ACW 
branch presented 
them with a large 
suncatcher with an 
etched St. Thomas 
Church surrounded 
by glass in the co-
lours of  the church 
seasons. 

L a t e r  i n  t h e 
summer the par-
ish gathered again 
to bid farewell to 
t h e  Z u n d l  f a m -
ily — Pierre, Karin, 
Trudy and Eric. 
They moved to Sud-
bury, Ontario where 
Pierre is president 
of  the University 
of  Sudbury. They 
were presented with 
a large oval mirror 
in a hand crafted 
walnut frame, also 
made by Bill Moss. 

applicants they had for camp 
jobs. “Some years we have had to 
solicit applications, break arms,” 
she quipped. “But last year we 
had fi ve or six people apply and 
they were quality applications. 
That’s exciting.”

The board has made a lot 
of  improvements to the camp 
in recent years and managed 
to stretch their dollars to the 
limit. 

“This group knows all about 
the stewardship of  time, talent 
and resources,” said Archdea-
con Walter Williams. The camp 
resides in his archdeaconry. 
“Everyone helps to make things 
happen at Brookwood. They take 
a few dollars and make a lot hap-
pen. Give them a dollar and they 
put 10 back. They have the brain 
power and physical labour, they 
just need a bit of  money, and I 
think we can help.”

Archbishop David Edwards of  
Saint John thanked the camp for 
participating in an experiment 
involving inner city children 
from Saint John. “The kids all 
had a great time and they want 
to come back.”

It is Camp Brookwood policy 
not to turn away any child who 
wants a camp experience due to 
lack of  funds.

Replacing the wooden pool-
deck, preferably with coated 

concrete, is among the camp’s 
necessary major upgrades. The 
fencing around the pool also 
needs attention.

Recent work in the wash-
rooms revealed rotting boards 
and mould. The fixtures also 
need to be replaced. Funding 
sources for this work are as yet 
unconfi rmed. 

Archbishop Miller told the 
board that he has initiated phase 
three of  the Camps Campaign in 
support of  the camping ministry 
in the diocese and that of  course 
Camp Brookwood is included 
in it. 

“We hope for a major response 
and hopefully funds will be 
available for the vision you 
have, especially for showers and 
washrooms and apron for the 
pool,” he said. “You are a very 
important and high priority in 
the diocese.”ANA WATTS

“This group knows 
all about the 
stewardship of  
time, talent and 
resources …” 

Archdeacon 
Walter Williams.

Archbishop Claude W. Miller chatted with Sarah Christie, 95, of 
Dalhousie at a luncheon hosted by Christ Church of Campbellton on 
Oct. 18. The luncheon was in honour of seven youths from the parishes 
of Dalhousie, Campbellton, and Restigouche (Robinsonville) who were 
confi rmed earlier that day by Archbishop Miller at Christ Church.

TIM JAQUES/CAMPBELLTON TRIBUNE

W A R M L Y   R E C E I V E D

The Parish of Stanley said good-bye to the Rev. Dr. Ranall Ingalls and his family  last 
spring, when they moved to Saint John where Dr. Ingalls now serves as rector of the 
Parish of Saint John (Trinity Church). Above are  Aiden, David, Dr. Ingalls and his wife 
Sherry (standing) and Nicholas with Tallis in front.

The Revs. Nelson and Kara 
(Thompson) Mejia will be in 
Canada from mid-April until 
July to visit with family and do 
deputation work. 

Kara is the daughter of  the 
Rev. Gordon and Bell Thompson 
of  Miramichi. Together they 
work in the Parish of  Brick Bay, 
Honduras. They will spend April 
speaking in Ontario and Quebec. 
From May through July they 
will visit Kara’s family and will 
be available to speak in local 
churches.

Churches in the deaneries 
of  Woodstock, Fredericton and 
York who would like to invite the 

Mejias to speak should contact 
the Rev. Bruce McKenna, bruce.
mckenna@anglican.nb.ca. 

Parishes in the southern part 
of  the diocese should contact 
Dwight Stuart, mdstuart@nb-
net.nb.ca.

Mr. Thompson,  Gordon.thomp-
son@anglican.nb.ca, is arranging 
speaking engagements in the 
northern part of  the province.

Nelson and Kara are avail-
able during the week as well as 
on Sundays. They already have 
some engagements set, so par-
ishes are advised to make their 
preferred dates known soon.

Mejia’s  to visit and speak

Members of the Camp Brookwood board made a presentation to Diocesan Council in November outlining the 
camp’s recent achievements and successes and outlining its current needs. Left to right in the front row are Gary 
Hoyt, Mary Lee Phillips (chair), Barb Smith and Archbishop Claude Miller. In back are Gordie Phippen, Stewart 
Dunster (partly hidden), the Rev. Chris Hayes as well as Rodney Smith and Dwight Phillips (also partly obscured).
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Joan Teed is a vocational 
chaplain as well as a social 
worker and counsellor in private 
practice. 

O
ver the past 30 years 
the number of  artists 
recording on specifi -
cally Christian music 

labels has risen steadily. The 
same holds true for the inter-
pretation of  traditional music, 
such as hymns and carols, espe-
cially Christmas carols.

It would seem every group 
out there has a Christmas mu-
sic project, and many, many of  
them include traditional Christ-
mas carols. There are those 
who appreciate the “freer” 
interpretations of  the tradition-
al and well known music, fi nd 
it refreshing and interesting. 
Others are bothered, as it was 
put to me once, by the “messing 
with stuff  that ought not to be 
messed with.”

With all this in mind I offer 
two reviews this month, one 
featuring faithful renderings, 
the other a little more daring.

The popular Niagara Falls 
group Downhere has released 
four studio albums. The group’s 
collection of  Christmas music 
is How Many Kings, named for 

Christmas music for the traditional and the adventurous

a song written as a bonus track 
for a previous album, The End 
of  the Beginning.

The title track is a wonderful 
original song, showing just how 
much God gave when he sent 
Jesus to us. In part, the chorus 
goes: “How many kings stepped 
down from their thrones / how 
many lords ever abandoned 
their homes / how many greats 
have become the least for me?” 
A new, upbeat version of  “Good 
King Wenceslas” (same melody) 
shows how musically talented 
this group is, and two tradition-
al renderings of  “Angels from 
the Realm” and “Silent Night” 
feature strikingly beautiful ar-
rangements.

“Christmas In Our Hearts,” 

another of  the group’s new 
songs, evokes the child-like and 
sentimental joy of  the Christ-
mas season and goes well with 
the other songs around it on 
the album.

For those looking for some-
thing “new” in Christmas mu-
sic, this is a great choice, even 
including the “re-imagined” 
traditional carols.

The Naxos Book of  Carols CD 
has four sequences: Hope, 

Message, Baby, and King of  
Kings. As you listen to the disc 
the music takes you through 

Advent, Christmas and into 
Epiphany. The vocal ensemble 
Tonus Peregrinus performs the 
music superbly.

All the arrangements for 
this project are brand new, com-
missioned by Naxos, the record 
company that distributes this 
CD. You’ll fi nd carols both 
ancient and traditional, along 
with some new pieces of  music. 
Even the traditional melodies 
and harmonies are worked in 
ways that bring some musical 
surprises.

The excellent mixture of  
a cappella and accompanied 

section makes this CD a capti-
vating listen from beginning 
to end and well worth the time 
to set aside to do it. It is clearly 
one of  the fi nest choral music 
albums I’ve heard in quite some 
time, and makes a fi ne addition 
to any library of  Christmas 
music.

Both of  these CDs are avail-
able through various online 
retailers. How Many Kings is 
also available at Christian book 
and gift stores that sell music. 
The Naxos Book of  Carols may 
be a bit harder to fi nd, but well 
worth the effort.

Christmas music is a very 
personal matter. I hope you enjoy 
these two offerings and all the 
blessings of  Christmas too!

The Rev. Chris Hayes is a musi-
cian as well as the rector of  the 
Parish of  Richmond. In the new 
year he moves to the Parish of  
Quispamsis.

D
o we know what the 
mind is, and if  it 
can exist outside the 
body? I am re-reading 

a classic by Raymond Moody 
Jr., MD called Life After Life, 
and it has brought this ques-
tion to mind.

 Published in 1975 it blew 
the lid of  the no-talk rule about 
“near death” experiences, 
describing them as coherent, 
frequent and very similar in 
detail.  

The reaction in the medical 
community, which one would 
think had heard these personal 
reports over and over again, 
was skepticism. It accused the 
subjects of  imagination and 
credited their experiences to 
phenomena caused bybrain 
anoxia approaching death. 

But not all scientists were 
skeptical.  Elizabeth Kubler 
Ross, researching at the same 
time in a similar area — the 
experiences of  dying —  had 
heard andn belived many 
reports like those in Moody’s 
research interviews.

I was struck by the similar-
ity in certain elements of  these 
descriptions to those of  my cli-
ents who have suffered traumas 
like childhood sexual abuse, 
satanic cult abuse, and partici-
pation in events of  war.  

Of  course, trauma is trauma, 
whether death is involved or 
not.  Those in extreme states 
of  suffering sometimes also 

experience separation of  soul 
or consciousness from the 
body.  They describe looking 
upon events from above or 
aside (“beside themselves?”), 
separated from the unconscious 
mind, just as those near death 
reported.   They also feel no 
pain,  are in a place of  peace, 
and sometimes have other spir-
its witnessing with them who 
may be described as angels or 
protectors.  

They do not tell me about a 
white light, auditory noises, or 
roaring down a tunnel while 
leaving the discipline of  time, 
for they are observing time.  

There is very little descrip-
tion of  life after death in the 
Bible, especially the Old Testa-
ment.  In the New Testament 
Paul describes (in I Corinthians 
15:35-52) the “new body” we will 
have which many describe as 
shining, radiant and transpar-
ent.  

In about 400 BC the philoso-
pher Plato, perhaps the greatest 
thinker of  all time, describes 
death in his dramas called The 
Republic. He believes there is a  

separation of  the incorporeal 
body of  the living person, the 
soul, from the physical part.  

Plato says time has no part 
beyond the realm of  the physi-
cal, sensate world. Time is “the 
moving, unreal refl ection of  
eternity.”   The body is the 
prison of  the soul now being set 
free.

 Birth is a sleeping and 
forgetting, not death, which is 
awakening and remembering in 
a more divine realm of  being.  

Plato says guardians encour-
age the soul, and soon after 
death the soul faces “judg-
ment” in which a divine being 
displays before the soul all the 
things — both good and bad 
— done in its life, and makes 
the soul face them.  It is this ex-
perience that changes the soul 
for the better upon return to 
this life, gives it  more compas-
sion and passion for life.

The Tibetan Book of  the 
Dead contains the teachings of  
centuries of  prehistoric sages, 
many fi rst passed by word of  
mouth.  They describe death 
as a skill, accomplished either 
artfully or in an unbecoming 
manner.  This book was read 
to the dying to remind them of  
the nature of  the experienced 
phenomena, as encouragement.  

The stages of  experience 
in the Tibetan Book of  the 
Dead are the same as those in 
Moody’s interviews. This book 
also describes later stages of  

death, which Moody’s “near” 
death subjects had not experi-
enced.

Emanuel Swedenborg, a 
highly respected 17th century 
Swedish writer in fi elds of  
natural science, reports his 
own near death experiences.  
His descriptions are vivid and 
detailed, including one detail 
not in the Tibetan Book of  the 
Dead, but also noted by Moody.  

Swedenborg says the dying 
do not realize for some time 
that they are dead. I think this 
points to the authenticity of  
his report. He certainly wasn’t 
infl uenced by earlier exponents.

If the soul does not exist, 
as many logical thinking 
scientifi c types profess, then 

how is it that trauma survivors 
learn to separate body and 
spirit (consciousness)?  They 
learn to travel out of  body in a 
fl ash of  decision.  The uncon-
scious mind is still in this world 
of  experience, but conscious-
ness is not.  

When I see people in this 
state the face is vacant of  
expression, the eyes are “dead,” 
there is an absence of  presence 
— no one is home.   

No one calls this brain an-
oxia, because the person in this 
dissociated state is not dying 
but rather suffering emotion-
ally, sometimes from reliving 
traumatic memory in his or her 
head.  But this has nothing to 

Body, mind, spirit …
So many questions, so few answers from Plato, the Bible and modern medicine

do with thought, which can be 
confused with mind. 

The confusion may come 
from terminology. What do we 
call soul, spirit, mind, con-
sciousness?  I think they are the 
same, or aspects of  the same 
— the personhood. 

There is an area of  mind 
that is not thought but spirit 
only.

The separation of  experi-
mental logic from experience 
and emotion results in denial of  
authenticity of  the psychologi-
cal.  This accounts for the de-
personalization in the fi elds of  
psychology and psychiatry. Call 
them delusional,  drug them 
with pills, numb them with 
shock therapy or brain surgery.  

In order to treat the ill with 
compassion, we need to know 
what the mind is, and if  it 
can exist outside the body.   I 
believe over the centuries many 
have witnessed the elaborate 
plan and design outside of  time 
of  a good and loving God. It is 
the key.

With that I wish you all a 
peaceful, thoughtful  and blessed 
Christmas.
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What’s your 
contribution to 
transformation?

BY DAVID BARRETT

A 
Greater Chapter 
meeting was held in 
the Archdeaconry 
of  Kingston and 

the Kennebecasis on Oct. 
27, chaired by the Rev. Leo 
Martin, Regional Dean, in my 
absence due to illness. The 
meeting began with Evensong, 
followed by the business por-
tion. With so much coming 
out of  synod and the recent 
Stewardship Conference, it 
was felt that it was time to 
move forward. About 30 people 
attended the meeting.   

The parishes were asked 
to share a “good news” story. 
The Rev. Jasmine Chandra, 
assistant curate in the Parish 
of  Rothesay, spoke about the 
upcoming diocesan visit with 
our companion Diocese of  Ho. 
She will be taking part in this 
visit along with Archbishop 
Claude, his wife Sharon, and 
Heather Miller from the Parish 
of  Hampton. This will be an 
exciting trip as our relation-
ship with Ho evolves.

Copies of  the summary 
of  archdeaconry discussion 
groups at the June synod were 
handed out. Much discussion 
took place with a great em-
phasis on youth. It was agreed 
at synod that we would hold 
three archdeaconry events a 
year, perhaps a youth event, 
something like a Choral 
Evensong (like the one held in 
the Parish of  Kingston in May 
2008), and one other. Unfor-
tunately, after all this discus-
sion, no real decisions were 
made.

I would suggest that this is 
a problem throughout our dio-
cese. Coming out of  this year’s 
synod with the acceptance of  
the Rural and Struggling Par-
ishes Task Force Report and 
the Budget Task Force Report, 
we all certainly recognize the 
need for change – but what 
change? Who will initiate this 
change? 

We realize that with the 
acceptance of  the 10-10-10 prin-
ciple of  giving, things have to 
change fi nancially, beginning 
at the parish level. Bishop 
Salmon has inspired us and 
encouraged us, but now we 
must move forward. It is time 
for people to step up to the 
plate and volunteer. If  individ-
uals do not take the initiative 
then nothing will change. 

Our archbishop and our 
clergy are all incredibly busy, 
and while they need to provide 
leadership, the people in the 
pew need to take responsi-
bility and help to get things 
moving. There is much to be 
done and we each need to do 
our part. If  you have an idea, 
take it to your priest and work 

with him/her to make things 
happen. 

We need to come up with 
some creative solutions to 
our problems and much input 
is needed. As we continue to 
pray about our need to change, 
please pray about what role 
God has called you to take in 
our desire to change and move 
forward, building up his king-
dom here on earth.

In other archdeaconry news, 
plans for building a new 
church in Hampton have 

come to a halt after the govern-
ment declared that the piece of  
land on which the church was 
to be built is protected wet-
land. This is a real blow to the 
parish, so please pray for them 
as they seek the Lord’s guid-
ance in how to proceed. 

On a happy note, the arch-
bishop announced the appoint-
ment of  the Rev. Chris Hayes 
as rector of  the Parish of  Quis-
pamsis. We look forward to 
Chris and his family’s arrival 
in January. 

We are also blessed to have 
a number of  retired clergy 
fi lling in as priests-in charge 
in some of  our archdeaconry 
parishes. Thanks to the Rev. 
Canon Stuart Allan in the 
Parish of  Quispamsis; the Rev. 
Alan Reynolds in the Parish 
of  Central Kings; Archdeacon 
Art Gregg in the Parish of  
Kingston; and the Rev. Wally 
Collett in the Parish of  Upper 
Kennebecasis. What would we 
do without our retired clergy? 
We do thank God for their 
willingness to help out in these 
parishes.

Finally, as you receive this 
issue of  the New Brunswick 
Anglican we are now well 
into Advent and closing in on 
Christmas. May you and yours 
have a prayerful, refl ective Ad-
vent as we prepare to celebrate 
the birth of  Christ our glorious 
Saviour.

The Ven. David Barrett is arch-
deacon of  Kingston and the 
Kennebecasis.

Thoughts from the archdeacons

December 
¶ 13: Willochra - (South Aus-
tralia, Australia) The Rt. Rev. 
Gary Weatherill. Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, primate, Anglican 
Church of  Canada. Diocese of  
Ho, Kpando Deanery, the Rev. 
Canon Joseph K. Bentum, rural 
dean; the Rt. Rev. Matthias 
Medadues-Badohu, bishop. Dio-
cese of  Yukon, Fort Nelson - St. 
Mary Magdalene, Toad River, 
Alaska Highway mile 150-506, 
the Rev. Dawn MacDonald and 
the Rev. Neville Critchlow; the 
Rev. Deacon Don Thompson, 
Lana Thompson and family, 
Glen Gough, licensed lay min-
ister, Archbishop Terry Buckle, 
Blanche and family. Claude, our 
archbishop, William, George 
and Harold, retired bishops, 
and their families.
¶ 14: Parish of  Bright, (open 
incumbency) the Rev. Canon 
John Sharpe, interim priest-in-
charge, the Rev. Deacon Debra 
Edmondson. The Rev. Terry 
Doncaster (on leave). 
¶ 15: Parish of  Cambridge & 
Waterborough, the Rev. Valerie 
Hunt & the Rev. Karman Hunt, 
priests-in-charge. Diocese of  
Ho, Mr. William Agbalenyo, 
parochial catechist. 
¶ 16: Parish of  Campbellton, 
the Rev. Arnold Godsoe. Ma-
jor John Organ, chaplain, St. 
Luke’s, CFB Gagetown.
¶ 17:Parish of  Campobello, 
the Rev. Peter Davids, interim 
priest-in-charge. Diocese of  
Ho, Mr. Hope Fiebor, parochial 
catechist.
¶ 18: Parish of  Canterbury, 
(open incumbency).
¶ 19: Parish of  Carleton, the 
Rev. Canon Howard Anningson.
¶ 20: The Most Rev. Stephen 
Than Myint Oo, Archbishop 
of  Myanmar and Bishop of  Yan-
gon; the Rt. Rev. Joseph Than 
Pe, suffragan bishop of  Yan-
gon - (Myanmar). Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, primate, Anglican 
Church of  Canada. Diocese 
of  Ho, Agbozune Deanery, the 
Rev. Canon George D. Asiamah, 
rural dean; the Rt.Rev. Matth-
ias Medadues-Badohu, bishop. 
Diocese of  Yukon, Watson Lake 
- St. John the Baptist, Lower 
Post, Swift River, Telegraph 
Creek - St. Aidan, Dease Lake, 
Glenora, Tim Liverton, licensed 
lay minister, archbishop Terry 
Buckle, Blanche and family. 
Claude, our archbishop, Wil-
liam, George and Harold, 
retired bishops, and their 
families.
¶ 21: Parish of  Central Kings, 
(open incumbency) the Rev. 
Alan Reynolds, interim priest-
in-charge. The Rev. Ernie 
Eldridge (retired). 
¶ 22: Parish of  Chatham, the 
Rev. Gordon Thompson. Dio-
cese of  Ho, Mr. Joseph Dzanka, 
parochial catechist. 
¶ 23: Christ Church Cathedral, 
the Very Rev. Keith Joyce; 
Isabel Cutler, parish nurse; the 
Ven Geoffrey Hall, honorary 
assistant. The Rev. Roy Embley 
(retired). 
Christmas Eve
¶ 24: Parish of  Coldbrook & 
St. Mary’s, the Rev. Gregory 
McMullin. Diocese of  Ho, Mr 
Gabriel Agbodo, parochial 
catechist. 
Christmas Day

¶ 25: Parish of  Dalhousie, the 
Rev. Arnold Godsoe, priest-in-
charge. 
¶ 26: Parishes of  Denmark and 
Grand Falls, the Rev. Robert 
LeBlanc, priest-in-charge. 
¶ 27: Ysabel - (Melanesia) The 
Rt. Rev. Richard Naramana. 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate 
Anglican Church of  Canada. 
Diocese of  Ho, Worawora Dean-
ery, the Rev. Father Charels A. 
Tetteh, priest-in-charge, the Rt. 
Rev. Matthias Medadues-Bado-
hu, bishop. Diocese of  Yukon, 
Carcross, Tagish, Johnson’s 
Crossing, St. Saviour’s, the 
Rev. David Pritchard & family, 
Teslin - St. Philips, Archbishop 
Terry Buckle and the minis-
try team; Archbishop Buckle, 
Blanche and family. Claude, our 
Archbishop, William, George 
and Harold, retired bishops, 
and their families.    
¶ 28: Parish of  Derby & Black-
ville, the Rev. Douglas Barrett. 
The Rev. Greg Frazer, chap-
lain, Dorchester Correctional 
Centre. 
¶ 29: Parish of  Dorchester & 
Sackville, the Rev. Kevin Stock-
all. Diocese of  Ho, Mr Aloysius 
Genya, parochial catechist. 
¶ 30: Parish of  Douglas & 
Nashwaaksis, the Rev. Canon 
William MacMullin. Canon 
Charles Ferris, Chancellor to 
the Metropolitan of  the Ecclesi-
astical Province of  Canada. 
¶ 31: Parish of  East Saint John, 
the Rev. Canon Edward Cole-
man priest-in-charge. Diocese 
of  Ho, Mr. Godwin Dumavor, 
parochial catechist.
January 2010
¶ 1: Parish of  Fredericton, the 
Rev. Anthony Arza-Kwaw, the 
Rev. Deacon Joyce Perry.  
¶ 2: Parish of  Fredericton 
Junction, (open incumbency), 
the Rt. Rev. George Lemmon, 
interim priest-in-charge. 
¶ 3: PRAY for The Anglican 
Church of  Australia, the Most 
Rev. Phillip John Aspinall, 
archbishop of  Brisbane & pri-
mate of  Australia. Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, Primate, Anglican 
Church of  Canada. Diocese 
of  Ho, Cathedral Deanery, the 
Very Rev. Simon K Abler, Dean 
of  Ho; the Rt. Rev. Matthias 
Meduadues-Badohu, bishop. 
Diocese of  Yukon, communities 
of  Carmacks, & Keno, the Most 
Rev. Terry Buckle and the min-
istry team, Archbishop Buckle, 
Blanche and family. Claude, our 
archbishop, William, George 
and Harold, retired bishops, 
and their families.
¶ 4: Parish of  Gagetown, the 
Rev. Valerie Hunt & the Rev. 
Karman Hunt, priests-in-
charge. The Rev. William For-
grave (retired). 
¶ 5: Parish of  Gondola Point, 
the Rev. George Eves. Diocese 
of  Ho, Mr. Daniel K Atikor, 
parochial catechist.  
¶ 6: Parish of  Grand Manan, 
the Rev. Dana Dean. The Rev. 
James Golding (retired).   
¶ 7: Parish of  Hammond River, 
the Rev. Peter Gillies. Diocese 
of  Ho, the Rev. Fr. Kwasi Oteng 
Boampong, bishop’s chaplain.  
¶ 8: Parish of  Hampton, the Rev. 
Leo Martin.  
¶ 9: Parish of Hardwicke, the Rev. 
Richard Steeves, priest-in-charge.  
¶ 10: PRAY for the Church 

of  Bangladesh, the Rt. Rev. 
Paul Sishir Sarkar, modera-
tor, Church of  Bangladesh & 
bishop of  Kushtia. Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, Primate, Anglican 
Church of  Canada. Diocese of  
Ho, Kpando Deanery, the Rev. 
Canon Joseph K Bentum, rural 
dean; the Rt. Rev. Matthias 
Meduadues-Badohu. Diocese of  
Yukon, Atlin - St. Martin, the 
Rev. Deacon Vera Kirkwood and 
family; Dorothy Odian, licensed 
lay minister; the Most Rev. 
Terry Buckle and the minis-
try team; Archbishop Buckle, 
Blanche and family. Claude, our 
archbishop, William, George 
and Harold, retired bishops, 
and their families.
¶ 11: Parish of  Kent, (open 
incumbency) the Rev. Wendy 
Amos-Binks, assisted by Mr. 
Cecil Symes. The Rev. David 
Gray (retired). 
¶ 12: Parish of  Kingston, (open 
incumbency) the Ven. Arthur 
Gregg, interim priest-in-charge. 
Diocese of  Ho, the Very Rev. 
Simon Kofi  Ablorh, dean of  St. 
George’s Cathedral, Ho. 
¶ 13: Parish of  Lakewood, the 
Rev. Ellen Curtis. The Ven. 
Arthur Gregg (retired).
¶ 14: Parish of  Lancaster, the 
Rev. Chris McMullen. Diocese 
of  Ho, the Rev. Lawrence Danny 
Amenuvor, priest-in-charge, 
Penyi. 
¶ 15: Parish of  Ludlow & Bliss-
fi eld, the Rev. Andrew Fraser. 
¶ 16: Parish of  McAdam, the 
Rev. Kevin Cross.   
¶ 17: PRAY for Igreja Episcopal 
Anglicana do Brasil, the Most 
Rev. Maurício José Araújo de 
Andrade, primate of  Brazil & 
Bishop of  Brasilia. Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, primate, Anglican 
Church of  Canada. Diocese of  
Ho, Agbozune Deanery, the Rev. 
Canon George D. Asiamah, ru-
ral dean; the Rt. Rev. Matthias 
Meduadues-Badohu. Diocese of  
Yukon, communities of  Faro 
and Ross River, the Most Rev. 
Terry Buckle and the minis-
try team, Archbishop Buckle, 
Blanche and family. Claude, our 
archbishop, William, George 
and Harold, retired bishops, 
and their families.
¶ 18: Parish of  Madawaska. (St. 
John the Baptist Anglican/St. 
Paul’s United shared ministry) 
the Rev. Bob LeBlanc, priest-
in-charge, and the Rev. Deacon 
Fran Bedell. The Ven. Geoffrey 
Hall, executive assistant to the 
bishop. 
¶ 19: Parish of  Marysville, the 
Rev. Canon John Cathcart. 
Diocese of  Ho, the Rev. George 
Dartey Asiamah, rural dean 
and priest-in-charge, Agbo-
zume. 
¶ 20: Parishes of  Maugerville 
& Oromocto, the Rev. Keith 
Howlett. The Rev. Donald 
Hamilton, Anglican chaplain, 
Moncton Hospital. 
¶ 21: Parish of  Millidgeville, the 
Rev. Canon Alvin Westgate; 
the Rev. Canon Brian Campion 
and the Rev. Paul McCracken, 
honorary assistants. Diocese 
of  Ho, the Rev. Joseph Kingsley 
Bentum, rural dean and priest-
in-charge, Kpando.  
¶ 22: Parish of  Minto & Chip-
man, the Rev. Philip Pain.
¶ 23: Parish of  Moncton, the 
Rev. Chris VanBuskirk. 
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Joseph Hallihan and Phillip Underhill exercise a ministry of hospitality 
as they welcome people to an October celebration of Confi rmation at 
Holy Trinity Church in Blackville. One of the ‘good news’ youth ministry 
stories in our diocese is how seriously most of the young people who are 
presented to the bishop for the sacramental laying on of hands take their 
baptismal and conformational promises. In addition to local preparation, 
each one writes a letter to our bishop telling him something of their story 
and why they want to be confi rmed. They also talk to the bishop before the 
service and many ask how they can grow and mature in their faith. Wanting 
to participate more fully in the life of the parish is also a common theme. 
One of the ways that we can ‘do all in our power to support these persons 
in their life in Christ’ is to make sure that our parishes are places that make 
room for them – places where they are equipped, encouraged and released to 
be the ministers God calls them to be.

Judy Steers is a National 
Church youth worker and 
head of the Ask & Imagine 
leadership program for youth 
and young adults. She addressed 
the Anglican Church’s Youth 
Initiatives Working Group at 
Camp Artiban on Gambier’s 
Island, BC in the fall. Diocesan 
Youth Action Director George 
Porter is a member of this 
working group that provides 
leadership and direction for 
General Synod and the Council 
of General Synod (CoGS) 
regarding youth ministry in our 
church.

Last spring youth group members in the Parish of Upham planted 
squash seeds (blessed on Rogation Sunday) in land they cultivated 
with the help of their adult friends, and fertilized the seeds with lots 
of nutrients and even more hope. They expected to have a bumper 
crop this fall and to sell the squash to churches within 100 miles of 
their fi eld — in respect of the Hundred Mile Diet: Eating Locally for 
Global Change — so they could serve them at their harvest suppers 
or pass them along to those in need. The money raised would be used 
to support the Canadian FoodGrains Bank. Everyone cooperated in 
this effort except the weather. According to the Rev. Marian Lucas 
Jefferies, the rector of Upham, “Our squash crop was a dismal failure. 
One parishioner grew enough to donate and cover some of our 
advance orders. Other parishioners came through too with pickles 
and jams to sell at the monthly breakfast. The intermediate youth 
group (yes we have three youth groups now) also made 50 jars of 
pickles. We plan to sell a big jar to the bishop.” 

BY CHRIS VANBUSKIRK

I recall a point that was 
presented many years ago 
at a conference promoting 

youth ministry. Very simply, 
it was an idea expressed by 
one of  the speakers: that 
young people copy faith from 
adults they love and respect 
… let’s consider the other side 
of  that coin. 

The VanBuskirks attended 
Camp Brookwood in Carleton 
County (near Florenceville) 
for Senior Teen Camp (15-17 
year olds) last July. My job 

was to be 
the Chaplain 
— to lead the 
Morning and 
Evening Ser-
vices (with 
a talk in the 
evening), 
as well as 

teach two sessions of  Chris-
tian Education each morning. 
It was an intense week with 
very long days, but it was also 
a wonderful, one that our 
family will cherish simply be-
cause we were there together.

In any case, as part of  the 

afternoon program on two 
occasions, I was invited to 
participate in a “Question and 
Answer Period.” The youth 
tossed their written questions 
into a basket and the assis-
tant director and I read them 
out loud and did our best to 
respond to them. 

Well, what incredible ques-
tions! Each one was posed 
with an earnest desire to 
know what is good and right 
and true and holy. And each 
one came from a heart that 
is seeking the Lord’s will in 
diffi cult situations. 

Young and old … we can all learn from one another
How inspiring! 
Suddenly I was reminded 

that, although young people 
copy the faith of  adults, 
adults have a great deal to 
learn from young people. 
Through their honesty and 
zeal, we can all be refreshed 
and encouraged, especially 
as our physical energy wanes 
and the level of  our skepti-
cism increases.

Through these young peo-
ple, I am reminded of  Jesus’ 
words written by St. Matthew: 
“Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye 

A S K   &   
I M A G I N E 

shall not enter into the king-
dom of  heaven.” (18.3) 

May our Blessed Lord help 
us to recapture and to be 
renewed in this simple, child-
like faith — so that through 
us others may be drawn to 
him who is the source and end 
of  all our happiness.

 
This slightly adapted commen-
tary is reprinted with permis-
sion from St. George’s bulletin 
in the Parish of  Moncton 
where the Rev. Chris VanBus-
kirk is rector.

S Q U A S H   T O   P I C K L E S M E A N I N G F  U L   C O N F I R M A T I O N

Y O U T H

The Rev. Dr. George Porter is 
diocesan Canon for Youth and 
director of  youth action.

Find youth news and 
events on-line at nbay.ca

I’m curious, George…

What do you mean by ‘wrestling with God’? 
PART THE NEXT*

In an earlier note I began to 
speak about how young people 
seem to be left pretty much 
ill-prepared for the spiritual 
reality of  wrestling with God 
and are often thrown off  course 
when they run up against this 
reality of  the spiritual life. In 
addressing this concern we 
need fi rst to realise that much 
of  what passes for wrestling 
with God is not really so much 
about God as it is with things 
we think or believe or have 
heard about God. 

Sometimes all of  us, young 
or not, confuse things we’ve 
been told about God with God. 
Sadly, too often young people 
are subjected to attempts at 
‘discipleship by indoctrina-

tion’ and are not taught how 
to wrestle through issues and 
beliefs. 

As Anne Lamott puts it, in a 
slightly different context: “God 
forbid that you should have 
your own opinions or percep-
tions – better to have head lice.” 
[Bird by Bird, 110-111]. 

A theology professor I had 
one time told me in class that I 
would fi nd it much easier to live 
with myself  if  I would just stop 
asking questions and believe 

what he said. What he really 
meant was that he would fi nd it 
much easier to live with me if  I 
stopped asking questions. 

The unhappy truth is that 
this approach to discipleship 
doesn’t stand young people in 
good stead when beliefs are 
challenged, either from within 
or without. Through years 
of  experience working with 
youth, I have witnessed far 
too often how it sets them on 
a course for disillusionment 
and disaster. It may seem like 
hard work, but it is far easier to 
teach basic navigational skills 
than to rescue those who have 
shipwrecked. 

Many youth leaders and 
pastors, however, find them-
selves ill equipped to deal 
with the real-life questions, 

fears, doubts and struggles that 
young people face. In part, the 
church is to blame for this situ-
ation because we just have not 
invested the time, treasure and 
talent we talk so much about 
in either our young people or 
those who minister most di-
rectly among them. 

In another way, we have 
simply not awakened to the 
illusion that we have to have 
the answers  — that we have 
to somehow ‘fi x’ the beliefs and 
‘counter’ the doubts and ‘reas-
sure’ the fears of  young wres-
tlers. As we learned the true 
nature of  spiritual mentoring 
as ‘walking with someone,’ we 
realise that integrity means 
refusing to ‘play-act religion;’ 
it means admitting that we 
don’t have all the answers, 

letting them know that we, 
too, are wrestlers and commit-
ting ourselves to discerning 
together. Wrestling with our 
beliefs, struggles and faith can 
be a lonely experience when we 
are left feeling like we wrestle 
alone. How much better to 
know that we are part of  a com-
munity of  wrestling people!

*These thoughts on wrestling 
with God originally appeared 
in a slightly different format 
in Wycliffe Institute of  Evan-
gelism’s good idea! (October 
2009).


