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 May the words of my mouth, the meditations of our hearts, and the actions of our lives be 

acceptable in your sight O God, our strength and our redeemer. Amen 

 It has been a busy time, these last couple of days. We gathered to celebrate the life of 

Jean March yesterday, a great celebration of a great Northwoodian. And this morning, well, it 

was an early start. And three people in the last couple of days, when they looked at today's 

schedule of things said to me, "Oh just wing it. I am sure you can just wing it."  

 Well, it kind of warms my heart to think that a few people have that kind of confidence in 

my abilities, and it is nice that they don't want me to overdo it, but tell me. Any of you who 

watched the Finnish national team dispatch the Americans yesterday. Do you think they were 

just winging it? And this morning. What a match. Neither team was winging that one. It is well 

thought through, practiced, orchestrated, coached, and executed according to plan. There is great 

deliberateness in Olympic everything. Now I am not suggesting that what I offer here is of 

Olympic anything, however, when Jesus gathers with his disciples and says the kinds of things 

he said today in the gospel: turn the other cheek, go the extra mile, love your enemy... clearly 

there is a deliberateness to the gospel way. Humans don’t turn the other cheek and love our 

enemies off the cuff. It takes deliberateness. There is nothing wingable in Jesus’ plan. Let's look 

at it. 

 We are in the midst of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus has gathered his closest friends on 

a hill in Galilee, kind of off the beaten track where the authorities, either Roman or local, are 

unlikely to see. And he is laying out the core of this gospel way. First we have the Beatitudes, the 

blessings, but they are blessings for the vulnerable, Christianity in its essence is a vulnerable way 

that doesn’t necessarily make things easier, actually often makes them harder, but within this 

way is a blessing of immeasurable value. 

 Then last week we heard Jesus call his followers salt of the earth and light of the world. 

Christianity at its heart is an identity, it is an answer to the question, who am I. The answer is, 

you are light, and you do nobody any favours if you flicker and dimly shine. However, as we 

discover who God has called us to be, we become salt and light for the world. 

 And now today we move away from Christianity as a way of being, and an identity, to 

the choices we make about how we will be with each other in this world- the ethical choices, the 

hard stuff of life, the decisions. How will we choose to be? 

 For the writer of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus, the new Moses, teaches upon the Mount. He is 

not giving the ten commandments, but here we get what biblical scholars call the six 

"antithesis.”. These have to do with anger, lust, divorce, swearing oaths, retaliation and love. 

And in each case he takes a commonly held ethical teaching, names it, and then gives his new 

take on it. His intention is not to negate the earlier teaching, but rather to deepen it- get to the 

heart of it. "What we've been taught was real, but often misconstrued, let's get to the heart of it." 

It's not about the letter of the law, and what you or I can get by with and still consider ourselves 

on the right side of the fence; this is not some ethics game we are playing; Christian ethics call us 

to the spirit of the thing- not just getting by or keeping our noses clean, but living in a whole new 

way. 
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 You have heard it said don’t murder. Fine. But what is inside you that would lead you to 

murder. Anger? Hmm, perhaps there is a deeper spiritual ethics that you need to look at. Deal 

with that. Reconciled people don’t hurt each other. The ethical line needs to be drawn inside, not 

outside. 

 You have heard it was said, do not commit adultery. Fine. But what is inside you that 

would lead you to adultery? Lust? Pain? Deal with that. That ethical line is within. 

You have heard it was said, men, divorce is to be done with a certificate. You are not to just cast 

women aside. Fine, but what is inside you that leads to cast people aside? Deal with that and you 

will find the ethical way through divorce. 

 You have heard it said do not swear falsely. Fine, but what is inside you that makes you 

need to puff your words up by swearing this and swearing that, “As God is my witness!” Deal 

with that, and you will be able to simply let your words stand for themselves. 

 And now today we hear, you have heard it was said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 

tooth. Fine. But what is inside of you that seeks to want the other one to be punished, or that 

seeks revenge? Deal with that so that you can be non-violent, peaceful even in the face of 

someone else’s violence. 

 And finally, you have heard it was said, love your friend and hate your enemy. Fine, as 

far as that goes, but what is inside of you that leads you to hate anyone? Deal with that, learn to 

love your enemy and you will have found an ethic that really transforms the world. 

 The question  Jesus had for his disciples was, when you  come down off this mountain 

and head into the Roman occupied streets, and when you get mistreated, and threatened, how are 

you going to be? What you choose will determine the way, and that is a matter of an ethical heart 

more than an ethical rule book.  

 The question for us is this: when we go out into our lives, how are we going to be with 

each other, but more to the point, within ourselves. There are ethical lines that are out there, laws 

teachings, moral codes, that could be our guide, and that is fine. We can follow those. But if that 

is as far as it goes, the world will not be transformed, changed, healed. The ethical lines that 

really change the world, that really make a difference are within us. After all, that is the business 

that we are really in here. We are not really in the business of keeping our ethical noses clean. 

We are in the business of changing the world. 

 Friends, today, on the streets of Kiev people will be making choices that have the power 

to change their world. And we have seen in many parts of the world how violence begets 

violence, how one repressive regime replaces another. Jesus’ gospel way is an attempt to break 

that cycle, and find a new and different way. Today on a road outside of San Jose Del Golfo 

people are making choices that have the power to change their world. And what makes their 

choices radical is not that they are choosing to love each other, but that they are choosing to love 

their enemies. And that is the radical way of the gospel. We love our friends and we make a nice 

life for a couple of people. We love our enemies and we are transformed, and the community, 

and the world is radically different.  

 In a moment, the choir is going to sing an old African American spiritual, Lord I want to 

be a Christian in my heart, mmmm. To be Christian in our heart we must ask God to transform 

us in the heart, that we might love in this radical way. So let it be our bold prayer, that inch by 

inch, choice by choice, day by day we might come to embrace that radical gospel Way. Amen 

 


