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The Book of Ruth – 7 

God’s Covenant-Keeping Love 
 
Text: Ruth 2:17–23 
 

Story 
 
Ruth goes out of the city, with her mother-in-law’s blessing to participate in Israel’s welfare program: 
gleaning behind the barley harvesters.  The owner of the field where she works shows himself to be a 
man of grace-filled words, generous spirit, providing protection and provisions.  At mealtime he shares 
his meal with her that she is bother satisfied and has left-overs. 
 
Coming home to Naomi, her mother-in-law is thankful for this man, Boaz, and the supply of food that 
Ruth brings.  This man is a near relative, one of their “redeemers”.  Because of Boaz’s generosity, Naomi 
utters these words: 
 
“And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the LORD, whose kindness has not 
forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close relative of ours, one of our 
redeemers.”” (Ruth 2:20, ESV)  
 

Hesed – Loyal Love  
 
Literally, Naomi praised God because Boaz has not abandoned his (I’m going to use the Hebrew word 
here) hesed.  This word is a key word in Ruth.  Ruth is a story about family.   Hesed  is a really important 
concept in the Bible because it’s a key value in personal relationships.  It is highly theological, and it is 
mostly used about God’s relationship to His covenant people.  The reason that I use the Hebrew word is 
because it is one of those words that cannot be well captured by one English word.   
 
This is a word that is often translated loving-kindness. It is an unfaltering, undeserved love. In our key 
verse (v.20) we see that Naomi says, “… has not forsaken the living or the dead.”  There she is showing 
that hesed is permanent.  It’s unchanging. 
 
The nearest our culture gets to hesed is in the traditional marriage vows: “For better, for worse; for 
richer, for poorer; in sickness and health; until death do us part.”  You will remember that is similar to 
the vow Ruth made to her mother-in-law. “But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from 
following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my 
people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to 
me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.”” (Ruth 1:16–17, ESV)  
 
That is hesed.   
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The story of Ruth is about this Moabite woman stubbornly clinging to Naomi in a time of loss showing 
hesed – covenant love.  It’s a story of Boaz showing undeserved favor: hesed love to Ruth. But it is also a 
story of God’s hesed.  When Naomi thought God had withdrawn his hesed, steadfast love from her, he 
hadn’t.  
 

Hesed – God’s Love  
 
Notice how the Bible uses this word about God: 
 

• “In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love hesed I will have compassion on 
you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer.” (Isaiah 54:8, ESV)  

 

• “For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love hesed shall not depart from you, and 
my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you.” (Isaiah 54:10, ESV)  

 

• “The steadfast love hesed of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;” (Lamentations 3:22, ESV)  
 

• “but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love hesed;” 
(Lamentations 3:32, ESV)  

 

• “I will recount the steadfast love hesed of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted 
us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them according to his compassion, according to 
the abundance of his steadfast love  hesed.” (Isaiah 63:7, ESV)  

 

The Point  
 
What I want you to hear this morning is this: God loves His people with hesed  love – loyal love.  It is a 
covenant love. Notice Jeremiah’s description of the New Covenant recorded in Jeremiah 32:38–41 (ESV): 
  
38 And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 39 I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, 
for their own good and the good of their children after them. 40 I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not 
turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. 41 I will rejoice 
in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul.  
 

God say’s “I will not turn away from doing them good.”   When Naomi thought God had withdrawn his 
hesed, steadfast love from her, he hadn’t.  The point of the story of Ruth is that God’s people can rest in 
His covenant love – in his hesed and He will never turn away from doing them good.   
 

Psalm 100:5 (ESV) says, “5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love [his hesed] endures forever, and 
his faithfulness to all generations.”   
 

Application 
 
Naomi certainly thought that her tragedy was a curse – God had abandoned her.  But he had not. Here’s 
an important point: We are limited beings bound by time.  We define goodness in a very short-sighted 
way. God looks at goodness from an eternal, perfect view. When Jesus said “. . . No one is good except 
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God alone” (Luke 18:19, ESV), he was affirming that God alone is the standard for “good”.  That means 
that goodness is defined by God, not man.  And God tells us that “. . . No good thing does he withhold 
from those who walk uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11, ESV).  And Jesus reminds us this: “If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11, ESV). For those who have Jesus Christ as their 
Shepherd, they will be able to say with confidence: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” (Psalm 23:6, ESV)  
 
What terror for the unbeliever to know – if he or she remains an unbeliever, that for all eternity they will 
be shut off from God’s goodness.  One reason Hell is hell is because there is not a ray of God’s goodness 
there.   
 
Today we should be challenged about such things as complaining and grumbling.  The ability to see 
God’s covenant-keeping love was an amazing characteristic of Paul’s life. He knew God’s hesed love 
therefore he could say, “. . .  have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.” (Philippians 4:11, 
ESV).  To those who have been born of the Spirit of God; and saved by grace through faith, God says to 
you today in this New Covenant: “I will not turn away from doing good to them.”  That’s hesed love. 
 


