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The Supremacy of Christ: Put your Mind where your Faith Is (Part 1) 
Colossians 3:1-4 
March 15, 2015 
Dan Hoffman 

 
~Since you’re a Christian putting your mind where your faith is will enable 

you to live for and in Christ’s glory~ 
 

I’m not sure Johnny Cash is exactly the highest picture of Christ-likeness I’ve 
ever heard of, but he wrote a song that I came across this week that speaks into 
our text; perhaps some of you will remember it.  It’s called “No Earthly Good.”  He 
sings: 

Come heed me, my brothers, come heed, one and all 
Don't brag about standing or you'll surely fall 
You're shining your light and shine it you should 
But you're so heavenly minded, you're no earthly good 

If you're holding heaven, then spread it around 
There's hungry hands reaching up here from the ground 
Move over and share the high ground you stood 
So heavenly minded, you're no earthly good 

The gospel ain't gospel until it is spread 
But how can you share it where you've got your head 
There's hands that reach out for a hand if you would 
So heavenly minded, you're no earthly good1 

It sounds to me like Cash wrote this song from inside the church since he starts 
by calling his brothers and sisters to come heed.  But regardless the story he tells 
speaks clearly into the number one criticism the God following community has 
had for at least the last 2000 years.  More often than not good Christian people 
have ended up with our heads in the clouds, talking and thinking about world 
changing ideas like justice for the poor and salvation for sinners, but totally 
disconnected from the world outside our walls.  We’ve been so heavenly minded 
we’re no earthly good. 
… 
Please open your Bibles to Colossians chapter 3.  If you didn’t bring your own I 
encourage you to use the one in the pew in front of you.  And as you turn there 
would you pray with me? 
[Pray] 
 
If you have been attending here for the last couple months you know that we are 
a little over half way in our series through the book of Colossians.  And today we 
come to a transition point in the letter that is very familiar to the Apostle Paul.   

                                            
1
 Johnny Cash – No Earthly Good (www.metrolyrics.com) accessed March 11, 2015 
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In basically all his letters he begins with an introduction, and then heads into 
establishing theology, teaching what Christians believe and why we believe it.  
And then, when that is finished, he shifts to talking about what happens in and 
through our lives because of this theology – he talks about living it out.  And 
today we are at that transition.  
 
Now chapter 3 verse 1 begins with the words “Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ…”  Or some other translations say “If, therefore, you have been 
raised with Christ…” 
 
This is the equals sign in the equation Paul has been presenting.  Everything in 
chapter one and two now total up to what Paul is going to say here.  So lets take 
a moment to review where we’ve come. 
 
In chapter 1 Paul argued that Jesus isn’t just a good way among many – He is 
the only way to salvation.  And that’s because He is supreme over everything. 
 
And so in chapter 1 we get some of the strongest and most theologically dense 
words about who Jesus is in the entire Bible.  Paul writes: 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him 

and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together….   

 

And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He 
might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his 

fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 

peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  (Colossians 1:15-
20) 

 
If you want to memorize a good worship verse that you can pray to set your mind 
in the right place this is where to start.  Everything is here.  Jesus is the Creator 
and sustainer of everything.  He is over everything, everything exists for Him, and 
His blood is the answer to the problem of sin in the world.  Jesus is the fullness of 
YHWH.  And it is because of His supremacy that we have hope for salvation.  
Can I hear an “amen”? 
 
But Christianity isn’t just about Jesus, it is about Jesus touching and changing 
our lives.   
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And so Paul goes on to talk about the deep mystery of God – a mystery hidden 
from ages back but now revealed.  And the mystery is that God has moved.  God 
doesn’t belong to a special nation or reside in a holy city or dwell in a sacred 
temple any more.   
 
The mystery of God is that now those who put their faith in Jesus have become 
God’s residence – Christ – the fullness of God - dwells in us!  And because 
Christ lives in us we can hope that in spite of our deep sinful weakness we can 
become who He wants us to be.  Is that good news for you today?  
… 
Then in chapter 2 Paul went to war against five enemies of this truth.  First he 
targeted those who were trying to combine Jesus with their own beliefs.  Paul 
called these people preachers of deceptive philosophy.   
 
And this is the kind of world we live in today.  Right now it sounds wise and is 
really popular to say “there is truth in all the great religions.”  In contrast it sounds 
narrow minded and naïve to say Jesus is the only path to salvation.  But we have 
seen that we can’t combine even the best of any outside thought with Jesus 
because Jesus plus anything else is less than Jesus by Himself.   
… 
That was the threat from outside the church.  The rest of the problems Paul 
targeted were issues within the church.   
 
First he tackled disunity and selfishness – problems every church struggles with.   
 
And then, last week we looked at the well intentioned unintentional enemies of 
the body.  And we called these people unintentional enemies because they are 
good men and women who resolutely believe they love God.  And they’ve grown 
up right inside the church.  In fact when we aren’t careful we become them.  
Somehow in the process of living out our Christian lives we lose connection with 
the Head, and we can begin to bully those around us into conforming to what we 
want.  And Paul says these unintentional enemies end up shifting the focus off 
Christ and onto themselves.  
… 
Those were the enemies of chapter 2. 
 
But now Paul wants to change gears, stop focusing on the things to avoid and 
look at positively what it means to live out the Christian life. 
 
And the questions he wants to ask are “Do you want to live for Christ’s glory?  
And do you want to live in Christ’s glory right now?” 
… 
The Colossians knew the theology.  They knew who Jesus was.  They knew 
what He was worth.  They knew how the enemies would try to lead them astray.  
And now, for them and for us, it is just a matter of whether we will put this 
theology into action and seek Christ’s glory.  
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If the answer is “yes” then we are Christians, and for the rest of his letter Paul 
wants to show us what it means to live for Christ’s glory and how it is possible.  
And so the big idea of our text today is: Since you’re a Christian putting your 
mind where your faith is will enable you to live in and for Christ’s glory. 
 
So look with me at verse 1. 
 
[Read Colossians 3:1] 
 
Since you’re a Christian… 
 
Since we have been raised with Christ – The only way what Paul is going to say 
from here on out will make sense is if you have been raised with Christ – these 
are the people Paul is talking to.  So what does that mean? 
… 
Well of course this is a reference again to what has come before.  In chapter 2 
verse 12 he told us: 

Having been buried with [Jesus] in baptism… you were also 
raised with Him, through your faith in the working of God, who 

raised Him from the dead. (Colossians 2:12) 
 
So Paul argued that we experience Christ’s fullness, or we get to enjoy 
everything Christ won for us, when we join ourselves to Him in death and 
resurrection through baptism.   
… 
Now we really got into baptism three weeks ago, and if you missed that sermon I 
encourage you to check it out on our website, but the main point was Jews 
became Jews by being born, but Christians become followers of Jesus not by 
being born, but by being born again.  And the picture Paul uses to describe that 
process is baptism – when we go under the water we are choosing to die to our 
old self and our sinful nature, and then we rise again, in the power of Jesus’ 
resurrection, to new life in Him. 
 
Now very briefly I want to answer the question “why baptism”?  What does 
passing through water have to do with being God’s people? 
… 
And Paul’s answer is “a lot”.  Baptism for Christians is the parallel to the Red Sea 
for Israel.  As such it is the defining moment when a person leaves slavery to sin 
behind, and moves towards the fulfillment of God’s promise.   
 
Paul uses this language very deliberately, and over and over.  So in several of 
his letters he uses the Exodus to describe becoming a Christian.2  And 
Colossians 1 is an example.  There we read: 

                                            
2
 See also Romans 4-8 for lots more parallel Exodus and Baptism language.   
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For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 
the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.  (Colossians 1:13-14) 

 
So how is this Exodus language? 
 
If you are familiar with Israelite history you know that it began with God 
covenanting with Abraham to bring his descendants into the Promised Land.  But 
then Israel ended up enslaved for 400 years in Egypt.  And it looked pretty bad 
like God wasn’t going to be faithful to His promise, but then God raised up Moses 
to lead the people out.  And the way out of slavery and into the Promised Land 
was through the Red Sea.   
 
Now there are two reasons for this.  First God used the Red Sea to seal His 
supremacy over Pharaoh and the other gods of Egypt.  The Red Sea got Israel 
out of Egypt for good.  At this point Pharaoh gave up his pursuit and the chains of 
slavery were broken.  But the second purpose for the Red Sea was that it purged 
Egypt from the heart of Israel.   
 
While it is hard to imagine at the first sign of difficulty after attaining freedom 
Israel kept threatening to go back to Egypt.  They said: 

If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat 
and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve 
this entire assembly to death. (Exodus 16:3) 

 
Talk about pessimism.  But passing through the Red Sea became a fence they 
couldn’t cross even to get back to the “good things” of Egypt – dying with meat!  
Crazy right?!  The water made the separation from their old life complete. 3 
… 
Now this doesn’t really make sense to us since we live under the freedom of 
Canada, but in Muslim countries for example, this makes total sense.  When a 
person becomes a Christian and is baptized they completely cut ties with their 
former life.  They can’t go back.  At this stage many of them are killed by their 
families or flee to live somewhere else.  Baptism is the point of no return.   
 
And so this next section is about how to live for God’s glory, and Paul makes it 
clear that this section is for Christians who have left their old life behind, they 
have gone through the waters of baptism and have been raised with Christ.  And 
so now Paul says since you are a Christian this is how you must live.  
Christians are people who put their mind where their faith is. 
  
Look with me at the second half of verse 1 
 
[Read Colossians 3:1b-2] 
 

                                            
3
 Adapted from “N.T. Wright on Baptism” (Youtube.com) Accessed March 13, 2015 
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There are two aspects to life as a Christian on the right side of the Red Sea.  
There is the negative side of things to avoid, and there is the positive side of 
things to do.  And Chapter 2 was all about the dangers to avoid and now Paul 
shifts to talk about the positive side. 
 
“Set your minds on the things above,” or literally “Seek the things above.”  Seek 
the things of Christ.  Focus your mind on who Jesus is and where Jesus is – 
namely that He is seated at the right hand of the Father in the primary position of 
authority.  Put your minds there, and cause those thoughts to be the defining 
motivation for how you live.  “Set your minds on the things above.” 
 
Friends, what do you spend your time thinking about?  There are lots of 
categories but just start with church.  Are you a so called “realist”?  Do you see 
all the problems here and people doing things you don’t like?  Or are those 
problems secondary for you and you’re just excited to see Christ at work? 
 
In case there is any confusion here this isn’t an optional thing for Christians, this 
is a command.  That means it’s not alright to have your mind in the wrong spot.  
You can not be a Christian and decide that you aren’t going to set your mind 
where your faith is. 
 
And not only that, but the Greek for this is in the present continuous tense which 
means this is an ongoing command.  Setting our minds on Christ isn’t something 
we did when we were “saved” and then we get on with the rest of our lives.  Paul 
says we need to continually, every day, set our minds on the things above. 
  
And that’s because we are God’s people.  We have been raised with Him 
through the waters of baptism.  Our lives now have a completely different 
purpose than they had before.  Now we live for Jesus’ glory. 
 
So what does it look like to be faithful to this command? 
 
Well it starts with the word “seek” or set your minds on.  The picture here is of a 
deliberate searching or pursuing with effort.   
 
Friends if you’ve been “letting go and letting God” with the hopes that He is going 
to change your sinful desire to return to Egypt without you having to work at it, 
you are totally mistaken.   
 
Setting our minds towards the Promised Land is something we must push 
towards with everything in our being.   
 
Because of what Jesus has done for us, we must seek Him at the expense of not 
seeking what we sought before. 
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So in North American the purpose of life is to attain comfort and security – to get 
what we want.  Our culture values this more than anything else.  I’ve said this 
before, but right now with the legalization of Euthanasia we are seeing this 
played out like never before.  Canadians are actually saying they would rather 
die than experience discomfort.  If I can’t have what I want, and be what I want 
then life isn’t worth living.  Everything in our system seeks comfort and security. 
 
So after you get out of High school you go to trades school or university so that 
you can get the highest paying job possible.  And then you work as hard as you 
can to buy the biggest house with right garage to fit your boat and your car.  
Meanwhile you put enough money away in RRSP’s so that hopefully you can 
retire in freedom and do whatever you want – that’s the dream. 
 
But it is a lie that happiness is found there.  In fact seeking that dream means 
slavery.  It’s a picture of life before the Red Sea.   
 
And so Paul says now that you are a Christian you need to replace seeking the 
old dream with seeking something new.  It’s not about what you want anymore.  
So don’t get trapped seeking what will destroy you, instead throw your whole life 
into seeking something new. 
 
Jesus defines this problem saying:  

What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? (Mark 
8:36) 

 
And He boils the remedy down to just a few words: 

Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness... (Matthew 

6:33) 
 
Christians are people who seek the right things.  
… 
And here is where we get the second part of this command.  Seek the things 
above, or set your minds on the things above.  Don’t set them on earthly 
things.   
… 
Look at verse 2 and 3. 
 
[Read Colossians 3:2-3] 
 
Since you’re a Christian, put your mind where your faith is… 
  
Again this part of the command is in the present continuous tense which means 
this is something we have to keep on doing.  Friends the temptation of the world, 
and the pressure from our culture never gives up.  It always pushes us in the 
other direction.  And so we must work to put our minds where our faith is. 
 
In Romans Paul tells us: 
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For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 

things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set 
their minds on the things of the Spirit.  For to set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. (Romans 8:5-6) 

… 
Alright that sounds good, but isn’t there a danger that if we pursue the things 
above whole heartedly, if our total focus is on Christ and where He is seated, we 
will end up being no earthly good? 
Isn’t that a real danger? 
… 
In a word Paul says “no”.  It is not a real danger that we would be so heavenly 
minded that we are no earthly good.  Rather it is appearing to be so heavenly 
minded that makes us no earthly good. 
 
Remember one of the tactics of the unintentional enemies we looked at last 
week?  They claimed to have great connections to God but Paul said: 

Do not let [these enemies]… disqualify you. Such a person also 
goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are 

puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. They have 
lost connection with the Head. (Colossians 2:18-19) 

 
The irony here is that these unintentional enemies were bragging about their 
special encounters with God.  They were going into great detail about their 
visions they had that set them apart and proved they were real Christians. But 
Paul says their bullying actions prove that they have lost connection with Jesus.   
 
So the danger is not being so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good, but 
thinking we are more heavenly minded than we actually are. 
… 
For the rest of this series we are going to get into the specifics of what it looks 
like to live out a heavenly minded life.  And what we are going to see is that when 
our minds are resolutely set on the things of Christ the result is that far from 
being no earthly good we actually become dedicated to building up the church, 
blessing the neighbourhood and watching God’s kingdom grow.  In a word we 
find ourselves seeking Christ’s glory. 
 
And we get a hint of this now in verse 4. 
 
[Read Colossians 3:4] 
 
Since you’re a Christian putting your mind where your faith is will enable 
you to live for and in Christ’s glory. 
 
Now the primary truth of this verse is future oriented.  It has Jesus’ Second 
Coming in mind and our eventual entrance into God’s Promised Land.   
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On that day Christ, who is now hidden, will appear in His glory and will be 
recognized by all,4 and those of us who have hidden our lives in Him will appear 
with Him and share that glory.  That’s the ultimate goal. 
 
But with Paul there is always and “already” aspect to our ultimate salvation – 
“Already” and “not yet.”  And so Paul inserts the present tense words “Christ, who 
is your life” into the middle of this promise.  His point is that Christians, when we 
set our minds on Christ, seeking Him with everything we’ve got, find ourselves 
living in Christ’s glory right now – Christ is our life.  So ultimately we live for His 
glory in the end, and we live in it right now. 
 
Friends that is the hope Christ offers us from His position at the right hand of the 
Father. 
… 
So let me finish with the questions we raised at the beginning.  Do you want to 
live for Christ’s glory?  And do you want to live in Christ’s glory right now?  Have 
you set your mind on that? 
 
If as you look at your life you realize that your answer to those questions is not 
bound up in Christ, then don’t be surprised that you find yourself in a fast paced 
rat race of meaninglessness.  There is no life when you’re chained in Egypt 
whether you’ve got meat or not.  And seeking the North American dream won’t 
bring the happiness it promises. 
 
So if that’s you, then you need to repent and turn around.  You need to follow 
Christ’s through the waters of the Red Sea rising with Him to true life on the path 
to the Promised Land.  Friends, don’t let Egypt hold you one more day. 
 
But if you are living in and for Christ’s glory, if you have put your mind where your 
faith is, then rest assure that Jesus will continue the work He started in you.  
You’re not perfect today, but He isn’t finished with you yet.  And you will find 
yourself living in the power of His glory and for the hope of what is yet to come.  
And as you become heavenly minded, setting your mind on the things above, 
Christ shining through you will increasingly bring about earthly good. 
 

                                            
4
 Revelations 1:7 


