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This Gospel reading for today is all about welcoming. It’s spacious and broad. There’s a critical component in 

this direction to welcome - to bring others into our space and share the good news of Jesus Christ with all these 

others directly. Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me. Whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 

who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet; whoever welcomes a righteous person.” That could very well end 

up being a lot of people to welcome. In this time of social distancing, all these big welcomes feel like entirely too 

much. 

 

Who knew, at that time Jesus said these things, what welcoming would be like in practical terms? To be fair, the 

first disciples may have had a good sense about the indwelling of God through Christ within each of us. They 

may have had a good understanding of how Christ’s abiding in us and we in him, made the grace of welcoming 

others such a divine imperative. But what is a righteous person? Who are the prophets? Answers to these 

questions requires living into the new reality that Jesus directs them to for a time. Graceful welcoming in a new 

way takes a little getting used to before Jesus’ disciples can make it look easy. Gracefulness doesn’t just happen. 

It takes practice.  

 

In this time, Jesus’ disciples once again are faced with the question of what welcoming is supposed to look like 

practical terms. It’s hard to live into this experience of physical distancing and compulsive hand sanitizing. We 

may be tempted to react with weeping and gnashing of teeth, as though all Christendom has been put upon by 

some great spiritual tyranny. Let me assure you: the faithful have been through worse things than this. 

  

Look at what we’re trying to do these days. It’s totally legit to ask what church is anymore? The ways we welcome, 

be they old friends or new community members, is radically different from what we all grew up doing. In fact, 

welcoming others the way we always have is dangerous now. Who knew?  

 

Like so many changes Christianity has experienced in its two thousand or so years, some of these changes will 

inevitably become natural expressions of the faithful. In the months and years to come, some will find powerful 

ways to connect with God through the things we’re doing to adapt today. It’s easy to predict that some of the 

changes we’re all moving through now will have lasting effects on the Church from this time forward. Living into 

these changes for us is not unlike the first disciples living into the new directions from Jesus. It will take time and 

practice before we can make it all look easy.  

 

In all the new ways of being that Jesus taught his disciples, one thing remained changeless: the constant 

presence of Christ within us and within all others. Christ abides in us and we in him, and the overflowing love of 

God has been, and always will be with us. The Holy Spirit surrounds and guides us always. Whether we meet 

as a community of Jesus’ disciples exclusively online, or occasionally in person, or in some other new way, God 

is still with us. Christ is still within us, and the Spirit still points us in the direction of forward.  

 

So let us continue the journey forward in faith; in new ways that show us how to connect with God that we never 

realized before. Learning how to welcome others so broadly, so widely, is the divine imperative. I believe God 

delights when we discover something new. There is grace in this time my sisters and my brothers and my non-

binary siblings in Christ - grace that sends us out into the unknown and deepens our understanding of the 

overflowing love of God; and grace that will lead us home. 

 

And that’s good news. 



 

 


