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Agenda 
1. Opening Devotions / Prayer 

2. Call to Order 

3. Approval of Agenda 

4. Approval of Tellers 

5. Approval of Membership List 

6. Approval of Minutes 

7. Reports 

7.1. Board of Elders – Jeff DeHaan 

7.2. Lead Pastor – Pastor Brent Foster 

7.3. Youth and Young Adults Pastor – Josh Ginn 

7.4. Director of Children’s Ministry – Kelly Kozak 

7.5. King’s Kids Preschool – Sara Kugler / Julie Mullins 

7.6. Worship Ministry – Dale Yushchyshyn 

7.7. Missions Committee – Pastor Brent Foster 

7.8. Small Groups – Monique Yushchyshyn 

7.9. Approval of Reports (8) 

8. 2019/2020 Financial Statements 

9. 2020/2021 Budget 

10. Nominating Committee – Pastor Brent Foster 

11. Election of Elder 

12. Election of 2020 Nominating Committee (two members plus one spare) 

13. Motion to Destroy Ballots 

14. Adjournment and Closing Prayer 
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Membership List 
Anderson, Rachel Forsyth, Cathy Kugler, Sara Tarasiuk, Mike 

Anema, Harry Forsyth, Grey Mulligan, Adrian Tarasiuk, Tambra 

Bilodeau, Aileen Foster, Brent Mulligan, Tracy Tidsbury, Marian 

Braun, April Foster, Erica Mullins, Julie Turanyik, Andrew 

Braun, Steve Froese, Kelly Mullins, Keith Turnbull, Michelle 

Bredin, Cindy Froese. Lauri Pedersen, Carol VanCuilenborg, Esther 

Bredin, Dave Ginn, Josh Pedersen, Preben VanCuilenborg, Paul 

Bumphrey, Dave Ginn, Kara Pinault, Chris Walker, Bruce 

Campbell, Dain Goodbrand, Josh Reid, Bev Wasylynchuk, Deb 

Campbell, Jennifer Goodbrand, Nicole Renton, Nathan Wasylynchuk, Mike 

Chauvet, Candice Harrisson, Norm Ritter, Craig Weeks, Ruthann 

Cushman, Ashley Hasson, Brian Ritter, Terri Weeks, William (Ollie) 

Cushman, Sean Hasson, Rita Ross, Deb Weibe, Mikayla 

Dalby, Darrell Heinen, Sara Ruskowsky, Fred Worman, Anthony 

Dalby, Wilma Heinen, Steve Ruskowsky, Louberta Worman, Heather 

DeHaan, Arda Hewitt, Lisa Ruth, Annamae Yushchyshyn, Cecile 

DeHaan, Jeff Houle, Rosane Ruth, Darren Yushchyshyn, Dale 

Dion, Gilles Ingram, Austin Saunders, Al Yushchyshyn, Monique 

Dion, Greg Johnson, Darcy Saunders, Julie Zazulak, Eric 

Dion, Joel Kallaghan, Dawne Seibel, Angie Zazulak, Sarah 

Dion, Luke Kallaghan, Paul Seibel, Kirk Zylstra, Bert 

Dion, Michelle Klassen, Jeffrey Seibel LaDean Zylstra, Daniel 

Dion, Rayleigh Klassen, Serena Seibel, Owen Zylstra, Gayel 

Duguid, Craig Kozak, Kelly Sked, Donald Zylstra, Stephanie 

Enns, Dale Kozak, Willis Sked, Linda  

Enns, Darcia Kugler, Roland Stonnell, Dru  
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By the Numbers 
 

Baptisms   6    

  

Professions of Faith  15  

 

New Members  7 

 

Kid Kamp Registrations 134  

 

King’s Kids Preschool  23  

Registrations 

 

Small Group Attendance 120  

 

Sunday AM Attendance 212 

 

Sunday Morning Average   26 

Children’s Attendance  
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SAC Annual General 
Meeting Minutes 

Aug 27, 2019 
Meeting began at 7:00 PM 

Opening –Brent Foster read from Galatians 6:9. 

Do not grow weary in doing good – the harvest is coming. 

Brent opened with prayer 

Call to Order (Jeff DeHaan, chair) 

32 active members present 
Approval of Agenda 

MSC to approve the agenda as presented. 
Approval of Tellers 

MSC to approve Dale Yushchyshyn and Kelly Froese as tellers. 
Approval of Membership List 

MSC to approve the membership list as circulated. 
Approval of Previous Minutes 

September 25, 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes – MSC 
 

Reports: 

Chair turned over to Steve Heinen for the duration of the Board of Elders’ Report 

 Board of Elders by Jeff DeHaan 
 Chair returned to Jeff DeHaan. 

 Lead Pastor Report by Brent Foster. 

 Youth and Young Adults Pastor by Josh Ginn. 

 Director of Children’s Ministry by Kelly Kozak. 

 Directory of Connections & Care by Annamae Ruth 

 Small Group Committee by Annamae Ruth. 

 King’s Kids Preschool by Sara Kugler.  

 Worship Ministry presented by Dale Yushchyshyn. 

 Grace in Motion Committee received as information. 

 Missions Committee by Mike Wasylynchuk. 

 Finance Team by Kelly Froese.  
MSC to accept the reports as circulated/presented. 
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2018/2019 Financial Statements presented by Kelly Froese 

 Giving exceeded the budget by $12k. There was a deficit of $31k for 2018/2019 that was covered by 
surplus from previous years. 

 Major building expenses in this year: sanctuary renovation 

 Mortgage outstanding as of June 30, 2019 is $349,886. 
MSC to accept the Financial Statements as submitted. 
 

2019/2020 Budget presented by Kelly Froese 

 13.0% increase over last year – submitted a budget of $661,140. 
MSC (unanimous) to accept the 2019/2020 budget as submitted. 
 

Report of the Nominating Committee by Brent Foster 

 Nominates Darren Ruth and Jeff DeHaan to a 3-year term as elder. 

 Nominates Cindy Bredin and Willis Kozak to serve on the 2020 Nomination Committee. 

 Nominates Preben Pedersen to serve as an alternate on the 2020 Nomination Committee. 
The report is taken as information. 

 
Election of Elders (chaired by Steve Heinen) 
Vote for Jeff DeHaan and Darren Ruth taken by secret ballot. 
Jeff DeHaan and Darren Ruth were elected with over 60% support of the ballots cast. 
 
Election to 2020 Nominating Committee (chaired by Steve Heinen)  

Vote for Cindy Bredin, Willis Kozak, and Preben Pedersen by secret ballot. 
Cindy Bredin, Willis Kozak, and Preben Pedersen were elected with over 60% support of the ballots cast. 
 
MSC to destroy the ballots. 
 
SAC Bylaw Changes by Jeff DeHaan 
MSC (unanimous) to approve the bylaw changes as presented. 
 
Jeff adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM 
 
Steve Heinen closed in prayer.  

 
The meeting was dismissed to the back of the sanctuary for refreshments and a fellowship time. 
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Report of the  

Board of Elder’s 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  (Eph. 4: 1-5) 
 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me. (John 17: 23) 

 

In a world where there is much fighting and discord, finding a place where unity thrives is truly refreshing.  As a church, 
we need to keep making every effort to keep the unity we have.  Jesus promised in John 17 that as we continue in this 
effort, others will be drawn in.  But it does take real effort.  After all, we are so different from one another.  However, 
that is what makes unity so wonderful especially amid our differences.  Unity under our motto of Making Jesus Famous 
with the different gifts that God has endowed upon our congregation is a goal worth striving for. 

 

Similar to our congregation, the board of elders is made up of men who are gifted in different ways and often have a 
strong opinion on various issues.  However, the richness of the board is in part found at the end of each monthly board 
meeting as we leave united to serve together and serve the congregation.  Not one of the elders is giving of their time to 
serve the church for any personal gain.  Rather, each one feels called to serve God at this particular time in the role we 
have.  For this, I would like to thank each of the other elders who have been serving with me for this past year (Adrian 
Mulligan, Darren Ruth, Kelly Froese, and Steve Heinen).  We, as a board would like to thank Pastor Brent for his 
continued faithful service to our congregation.  We also would like to acknowledge the contributions of time, effort, and 
finances of each of the congregants over this past year.  Truly, we are striving together for unity to Make Jesus Famous 
as we exist, through the work of the Holy Spirit, to make fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ who are growing in their 
love for God and their love for each other. 

 

At least once a month, the board of elders meet together, primarily to discern God’s will for our church and to provide 
oversight to our lead pastor.  Prayer continues to be a focus for the elders.  In addition to starting each board meeting 
on our knees seeking wisdom and praying for our congregation, we also meet at other times during each month to pray.  
In January, the board held their annual retreat, this time at SAC.  During Friday evening and all day Saturday, we 
examined each of the five focus areas of our church (Sunday mornings, small groups, under age 18 ministries, local 
outreach, and global outreach) in terms of where we have been, where we are now, and where we discern God is 
leading us to go.  In all of this, our desire is to continue to make Jesus famous.  The board continues to provide oversight 
to Pastor Brent.  Our annual formal evaluation of Pastor Brent was completed at the end of the fiscal / ministry year.  
We continue to be blessed to have Pastor Brent serve as our lead pastor. 

 

The current reality of COVID19 has had its impacts on all facets of life including that of SAC.  Perhaps someday, we may 
see the reasons why God has allowed this disease to impact the world but for now, we need to continue to seek after 
Him and to use the blessings and gifts He has given each one of us and to us as a church to further His kingdom. 

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board of Elders, 

 

Jeff DeHaan 
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Report of the Lead Pastor 
 

The Book of Revelation cannot leave my mind these days. I guess if you spend almost a year swimming in a text it is 

bound to stick with you many days later. I am constantly accessing my life and our church through Jesus words in this 

final book of the Bible. Perhaps too the chaos of our world these days has also led me to such a transcendent and 

heavenly portion of the Word. As I write this, we are feeling the full effects of the depravity of our world – Covid-19 

pandemic, racism, riots, global financial difficulty, threat of death, hopelessness, overwhelming pride, and chaos. 

Perhaps, there is a reason why God lead us to study the book of Revelation this past year – to lift our eyes to the 

ultimate eternal reality beyond this physical world. Since Revelation was such a huge part of our previous ministry year 

here at Sturgeon Alliance, it only seems fitting that I use that as the lens to view the current state of our church and our 

direction moving forward. 

Victorious / Overcome 

One of the themes that we see over and over in this prophetic message of discipleship is a call to “overcome.”  Some 

translations use the words: triumph, conquer, be victorious or prevail. It is a military or athletic term and the implications 

are obvious in those contexts. But, in the believer’s context in Revelation that victory is to be sought in a different way. 

We are called to overcome in the same way that Jesus overcame – through his sacrificial death. We as his followers are 

called to die to self and stay faithful in our relationship with Christ – even to the point of death. We are called to 

overcome the lure of this world that is attempting to shape us into their mold and keep our sights on Christ, His return 

and the reality of heaven. This is why Revelation also calls us to “patient endurance and staying faithful to Jesus” 

(Rev.13:10 & 14:12) 

You can almost hear a pin drop in the first few chapters of Revelation as Jesus gives his assessment to the 7 churches. 

Each church felt the pull to get caught up in the world’s sinful misdirected mindset and passions. You might remember, 

we spent 7 long weeks this past Fall hearing the full weight of Jesus words. “To those who overcome…” was followed by 

a call to the church stay faithful to Jesus despite the difficulty of the day. (Rev.2:7,11,28, 3:5,12,21)   

Each of Jesus’ assessments include: How this church had been victorious in the past, how they are being victorious in the 

present (if at all) and what they need to do to continue towards victory in the future. That seems like a fitting lens to 

write this State of the Church Address. I ask that you join me in humbly listening for Jesus assessment of our church. 

And, much like the book of Revelation, I am sure this address will “comfort the disturbed and disturb the comfortable.”  

Victories from this previous year at SAC (July 2019 – June 2020) 

Truth 

One of the commendations that Jesus gives the church in Ephesus is that they are excellent gatekeepers of the truth. 

They do not have any tolerance for falsehood in their teaching or living. They want to think right thoughts about God 

and not create God into their own image (Rev.2:1-2) I believe that this past year was a time where we as a church stood 

on the rock-solid truth of God.  Perhaps this is most seen in how we embraced a long sermon series on Revelation. We 

sat with expectancy, Bible open for sometimes an hour on Sunday morning as this glorious, omnipotent, knee buckling 

image of Christ was portrayed. We then discussed that in our small groups throughout the week and embraced the truth 

of God’s hard-hitting message.  These were sometimes some difficult messages to hear – the wrath of God, Hell, the 

blood of the Lamb, the throne room of God at the center of all existence, Spiritual warfare in the unseen world, our 

enemy Satan, the Parousia of Christ and the radical call to discipleship.   

Our pursuit of truth was also seen in our One Word initiative. For the second year in a row many of us selected a 

passage of Scripture to be our rock-solid foundation throughout the year. It is certainly a highlight to hear personal 
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testimonies at our One Word service. It is comforting to hear the truth of those passages of scripture coming alive in 

individual lives. I believe our thirst for the truth has brought a smile to Jesus’ face this past year. 

Unity 

In last years “State of the Church Address” I encouraged us to “Maintain the Unity” of the church. As we learned in the 

book of Philippians last year, the largest threat to a church that is doing well is - disunity. In Revelation Jesus commends 

Smyrna and Thyatira for their love and affections for one another. There is always opportunity for descension when the 

winds of change come. We have seen some changes this past year – programs like our youth ministry, benevolent fund, 

and Dinner With Us have shifted. Our small groups were asked to not do their own curriculum but follow along in the 

book of Revelation. New people have joined our church. We experienced a staffing change. But perhaps the biggest 

change is when we were required to move our services entirely online. It is certain that nobody sees this as ideal – 

myself included! But it is encouraging to see many of us rally together and make the best of our online connection. As 

your pastor, it brings great joy to my heart to know that there is no ongoing gossip or back-door conversations tolerated 

in our midst.  Issues are dealt with face-to-face and slander and back-biting have no place here. There is certainly a 

“Oneness in Christ” that is tangibly present in our body of believers.  

Outreach 

We learned in Revelation chapters 11 & 12 that God could choose to use anything to accomplish the one thing that is 

closest to his heart –Evangelism.  Yet He chooses to use us- His followers. It is certainly a joy to be used by God in the 

Evangelistic work that He is doing in our world. Our preschool has always been at the forefront of our Evangelistic efforts 

at Sturgeon Alliance. We had 23 kids this past year and only 3 of those kids are from our church. We are certainly 

grateful for Sarah and Julie and rally around every effort that they initiate to reach these families with the gospel. Kid 

Kamp too is always part of our evangelistic effort. Last August we saw 150 kids with 90 volunteers that week. And, who 

could forget the spiritual fruit that we all savored from Kid Kamp on that last Sunday of 2019. On December 29th we 

witnessed 6 people being baptized - 2 of which were Trey Ritter and Kristin Bennet. We all watched with tears in our 

eyes as Kristin explained her journey to faith that started at Kid Kamp. She came as a government worker paid to work 

with Trey and found Jesus in the process. 

There were many other evangelistic initiatives that we prayerfully undertook this past year. The Christmas party for the 

community, Christmas Eve Services, Grief Share, Alpha, Dinner With Us, Roofing Ministry, Breakfast Program.  Our 

women’s events and our youth ministry were also places where the non-churched connected.  

During our “In Focus” vision series in January we also launched a number of “Love your Neighbor projects” And, and 

although Covid-19 put these initiatives on pause, we will return to a men’s outreach called “Beastfeast” and a teacher 

appreciation meal this coming year. Evangelism certainly puts a smile on Jesus face. 

Prayer 

Revelation 8:1-5 paints this powerful picture of prayer. It ascends like incense before the Lord like a sweet-smelling 

savour. God then turns and hurls those prayers back to the earth in the form of a thunderstorm and earthquake. We 

learned that God uses our prayers in the work that He is doing in the world!  We have certainly devoted ourselves to 

that “ascending prayer” this past year. In 2019 many in our church devoted ourselves to pray Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 

1 for each other. We exchanged prayer cards and prayed – Wisdom, Power and Fullness for 1 person each day for the 

year. In 2020 we shifted to 12 prayer points – 1 for every month of the year. Again, many in our church have devoted 

themselves to pray for 1 person every day for 1 year.   

Our Elders have led the way in making prayer a priority. Every Sunday morning, they host a prayer room for anyone to 

come and receive prayer. They also begin every Elders meeting on their knees, a practice we have done since I began 

here. The Elders also started meeting for prayer every second Wednesday morning. Our Staff meets weekly to pray and 
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discuss the work here. Our Tuesday night prayer meeting and small groups all continue to lift that ascending prayer 

towards God’s heavenly throne. In 2020 we started having one family lead us in prayer on the first Sunday of the month. 

That practice continued weekly once we started our series on Proverbs. 

We held 2 Prayer Events this past year. One prayer event when we launched in the fall and the other right before the 

Christmas season. Many of our women have also devoted themselves to prayer. Their new “Secret Sister” initiative is 

focused on prayer and encouragement for one another.  

If you have missed the boat on prayer at Sturgeon Alliance, it is certainly not due to lack of opportunities to pray. 

Finances 

As we discussed when we studied the book of Revelation, one of the main ways we as followers of Jesus express our 

love for God is through our finances. Investing in God’s glorious eternal kingdom is one of the greatest joys for the 

believer. Jesus said “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be.” (Matt.6:21) This past year we undertook a 

significant increase in our church budget. And as we near our year end, although we are not on pace to hit our budget, it 

is encouraging to see that God has provided enough to meet our needs.  

And who could forget about our Special Projects this past year. At Thanksgiving we raised approximately $3700 for our 

outreach Breakfast Program. At Christmas we raised approximately $5000 for Open Doors to support the persecuted 

church worldwide. At our Christmas Eve services, we raised approximately $1400 for “Seats N Feets” to provided 

clothing for those in need in our community. And we have dispensed about $5000 from our benevolent fund too. That is 

about $15,000 over and above our budget!  Well done church!  This is no small victory!  

Challenges to “Overcome” this next year at SAC (July 2020 – June 2021) 

Patient Endurance  

One thing is clear in the call to discipleship in the book of Revelation – the Christian life is not an easy one and it takes 

“patient endurance” to stay faithful to Jesus. (Rev.12:11,14:12) And here is where Jesus might disturb some of the 

comfortable in our midst. Also keep in mind that He said to the church of Laodicea “Those whom I love I rebuke…”  So, I 

will come right out and say it. Recently as we have been required to move church online, some of you have made a quiet 

exit out the back door in your relationship with Christ. After all, who would even know if you don’t participate in His 

church? 

Not all are like this. Some are going even stronger in their relationship with Christ these days. Like Jesus said to the 

church in Pergamum. “There are some among you…(who have back slid)” 

It humors me to hear the excuses: We are busy; I don’t like this online format (who does?); My kids distract me; It is not 

my thing; I liked Revelation but not Proverbs; I need people around me to worship God – all of these are lame excuses to 

vacate your relationship with God.  I especially smile at the “busy” excuse now days…Really? The world is shut down – 

literally.  The term “busy” seems to be a justified trump card for unfaithfulness to Christ. I’ve been in many discussions 

with church leaders about this. My favorite quote that I heard regarding this exit is “When the tide goes out you see who 

isn’t wearing trunks.” We all need to ask ourselves - How would Jesus evaluate our love and faithfulness to him during 

this time? Perhaps Jesus words for the Ephesian church ring true for some, “Yet I hold this against you: You have 

forsaken the love you had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.” (Rev.2:4-

5) Why do you come to church?  Is it for you or is it to “Make Jesus Famous?” Perhaps some of you in this time apart 

need to do some serious soul searching. 

I believe God gave us a positive example of “patient endurance” this past year right before the Covid-19 pandemic hit. 

On March 8th we honored Darrell Dalby and his wife Wilma for 40 years of faithful service at the seniors lodge in town. 

For 40 years he held a weekly service for the seniors – 40 years of patient endurance! 40 years of pushing through 
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difficulty and they found the drive to stay on task. Wow! Do you think every week he “felt” like it? Thank you, Jesus, for 

the example of those who work hard among us! (1Thess. 5:12)  

Will Jesus say that we individually and collectively overcame, were victorious, prevailed during and through this crisis?  

Will He see us “patiently enduring” through this difficulty so that we come out stronger and more spiritually mature in 

the end? (James 1:2-4) Or will we shrink back to spiritual infants full of lame excuses?  I say this because I love you. 

Further Evangelism 

Evangelism is close to the heart of God. As we learned in Revelation, He desires people to come into a saving 

relationship with him and He wants to use us to bring people to Him! We need more evangelistic fervor in our church! 

We need to be gripped with the realities an eternal hell outlined in the book of Revelation and do everything we can to 

rescue people from that fate!  I believe that the current world crisis will direct many people’s hearts toward the Lord. 

But are we ready to receive them and show them the truth? Are we looking for divine appointments to share the love of 

Christ? OR are we so caught up with our own worries and fears? Are we asking God to just “save me” from this current 

temporal physical crisis or are we asking to be used by God through the crisis? Do we have our eyes on the eternal hope 

in heaven or are we letting the fly by night passions and issues of this world distract us? We need to pray for more 

urgency of the gospel! We need to remember Kristin & Trey on that baptism Sunday December 29, 2019. Savor that 

spiritual fruit and long for more! 

Conclusion – Dig deep to Overcome 

I spent some time in solitude last month as I contemplated the ministry of our church and this letter. I did some 

mountain biking to get alone with the Lord in his creation. I was down in Bragg Creek and one day I decided to bike this 

trail aptly called “Long Distance.” It was about a 25 km loop – up over multiple mountain summits and down around the 

other side. That area of the province puts the “mountain” in mountain biking! Heh! Two and a half hours into the ride, I 

really didn’t want to see another hill. My legs were like jelly, my whole body ached and I just wanted to get back to the 

car to eat something. I had little strength left in the tank.  

As I peered up another long hill on route back home it was then that the words “to those who overcome…” seemed 

even more real. I dug deep and made it back. 

I know some of you are tired, I feel it too. As Jesus said to the church in Philadelphia “I know that you have little 

strength…” (Rev.3:8) This next year is going to take us all digging deep to overcome. There will be many unforeseen hills 

and challenges that come our way.  Who could predict our challenges from this past year? But I know that like the final 

chapters in Revelation tell us – The end is worth it! I believe that God is taking us to something beyond what we could 

ask or imagine through all this! We can be confident that He always transforms our trials for His glory. My prayer is that 

we will come to end of our next programed year victorious and celebrating more of the work of God in our midst.   

Now “to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to 

serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.” (Rev.1:6-7) 

 

Come Lord Jesus… 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Pastor Brent  
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Report of the Youth & 
Young Adult Pastor 

 

These past few months since shifting what ministry looks like being in the thick of a big forest, it is difficult to see 
anything around us besides the thick of the forest. But there was stuff that still happened pre-COVID back in September-
February and God has big plans for ahead of us. 

 

 September 2019 - February 2020  

_________________________________________ 

 

Our Ignite & FUSE ministries begin to pivot towards a major shift in age which will be coming to its completion this year. 
Ignite extended this past fall to grade 5 to grade 7, where FUSE went to grade 8 to grade 12. Both ministries had 
excellent teaching from our leaders that both happened to lean into the Old Testament. Our Ignite students kicked off a 
series for the long haul called THE STORY, and were spending time looking at the entirety of Scripture through the lens 
of Jesus and seeing the Scripture as a whole. Our FUSE students spent the whole first semester in the book of Daniel and 
diving in what it means to live in Babylon but keep our eyes on Jesus.  

 

This year we had a large group of grads (eleven!) who completed high school and completed their time with FUSE and 
have begun to transition excellently into our young adults’ ministry. It’s pretty exciting to see the shift that they have 
brought to the young adults ministry within just a couple summer events. 

 

Our young adults’ ministry started to get into a great groove of meeting more regularly, spending intentional time in 
deeper conversations and building a greater sense of community.  

 

Between the three ministries it was exciting to see an Ignite & a FUSE student get baptized, as well as a young adult, 
Daye-lynn M. , Angelina R. , Emily P. This, of course, took place at our baptism service in December.  

 

 March 15, 2020  

_________________________________________ 

 

In the middle of March on a Sunday afternoon we got confirmation that schools would be closing down and ministry 
totally shifted. All three ministries entered into an online model and I was in awe of the commitment of our leaders to 
continue to build community and make the name of JESUS famous. Of course it was different, it was challenging, but 
Jesus was glorified and the message went out and there was still a sense of community maintained as we ‘gathered’ 
online. The LORD revealed to me a passage of encouragement to continually share with our leaders as they also grew 
weary in this new format of serving.   

 

1 Corinthians 15:58 “So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the 
Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.” 

 

We maintained strong and immovable, and the work done for Jesus was not useless, nor was it wasted.  
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Though the path ahead is still not totally visible, it seems a great deal clearer as the weeks go on and we approach 
September. I’m enthusiastic for what Jesus has in store for this ministry year ahead, how we wants to build us up anew 
as a youth and young adults ministry, but also as a church body. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Pastor Josh  
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Report of the Director of 
Children’s Ministry 

 

Sunday Morning Ministries 

I am so grateful for, and appreciate, the MANY faithful people who serve our church family month in and month out by providing safe and loving 
childcare during the adult services. They invest their time and abilities to this ministry as well as ensuring their training and paperwork (application and 
checks) is complete. 

For each month of Sundays, we need a minimum of 42 screened workers who serve once per month in Children’s Ministries (Nursery and G-Force) 
so that parents can sit under the Word without any distractions.  This number does not include all of our other essential teams or their Leaders for 
Nursery (Sara Kugler), Registration (Sara Heinen), Snack (Serena Klassen), Plan to Protect (Lauri Froese, Ruthann Weeks), Administration (Debra 
Rudolph), and Resource Room Management (April and Rebecca Braun) who mostly serve behind the scenes!  EVERY Children’s Ministries worker is 
invaluable to this ministry and the church family! 

Nursery 

Every Sunday service the Nursery team supervises Sign-In and Sign-Out, plays, cuddles, comforts, reads books, serves 

snack and cleans up the room because they love Jesus and love the children! 

G-Force 

With our teachers (Bert Zylstra, Michelle Dion and Jeanne Evans) giving leadership to the morning, we pray, worship, 

listen to the story/lesson, eat snack, make a craft or play a game, and safely Sign-Out when the service is over. 

*COVID-19:  The pandemic brought our in-person services to a halt in March 2020.  In order to 

continue to connect with our church family kids and provide Sunday morning teaching, I 

started facilitating G-Force on Facebook live, and will continue to do so. 

Kid Kamp 2019 

Our VBS theme was ROAR - When Life is Wild, God is Good!  During our five action-packed mornings, Kampers learned 

that when life is unfair, when it’s scary, when it changes, when it’s sad, and even when it’s good...God is Good! 

Steve Heinen and his team led a brand new, separate experience for the Grade 5 and 6 Kampers (we called it ESCAPE) 

within the framework of our Kid Kamp schedule.  It was a great success!  We are excited to see what God is going to do 

with this new endeavor! 

Pastor Brent did the Whacky Welcome every morning to keep the kids engaged as they waited for our morning to start.  

Jen Campbell, our intrepid hostess, MC’d during our opening and closing sessions.  Bert Zylstra was our amazing skit 

character.  On Kid Kamp Sunday, we celebrated all the great parts of Kid Kamp week, and then hosted a Hot Dog lunch 

for both our church and Kid Kamp families.   

Here are some wonderful stats: 

· Food Bank Drive - 1469 items collected and delivered to the Gibbons Food Bank 
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· Share the Warmth Drive - 83 winter wear (toques, mittens, scarves) plus $50, collected and delivered to the Gibbons 

Family Resource Centre 

· Preschool - 31, Elementary - 103 children attended Kid Kamp  

· Volunteers - 95 adults and youth served faithfully  

· Declarations of Faith - 12 children decided to make Jesus Lord and Saviour 

  

Coffee & Chaos 

Coffee & Chaos is a free, indoor playgroup that operates out of the Nursery Room on Wednesday mornings (October to 

June).  We provide a safe, warm space for parents/caregivers to visit with each other and where kids can play freely with 

their friends. Homemade bake treats and hot coffee are lovingly served. 

*COVID-19:  Once the pandemic hit, Coffee & Chaos could not meet any more.  For about 8 

weeks, Monique Yushchyshyn and I hosted Facebook Live ‘gatherings’ on Wednesday mornings 

to continue to connect with our C & C families. 
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Report of  

King’s Kids Preschool 
 Dear Sturgeon Alliance, 

 

To say that this year has been unlike any year before is an understatement, and the year to come will be no 
different. While there would be some similarities this year to other years, we would also experience changes both big 
and small. 

 

We started the year off with low registration numbers of 22 students, giving us two classes that would be co-taught by 
both Sara and Julie. We would enjoy field trips to a local dairy farm, fire hall, Harbour Swimming Pool, and Telus World 
of Science as well as a few parties in house as well. This past December we would celebrate Christmas with our 
families with a short Christmas program and then join in on the Community Christmas Party. Sara and I oversaw 
the building of many gingerbread houses, which went extremely well.  The Christmas holiday season would come and 
go with our preschool unaware of the impact that Covid-19 would have upon our school year come March. To 
everyone’s surprise, the 11th of March would be our last day of preschool this year, as all schools and childcare facilities 
would be closed as of March 15th.This year we would not get to enjoy the Mom and Me Tea, the Dad and Me 
Night, the traditional 4 year old graduation night, or any other events we had planned. In so many ways the teachers, 
the students, and their families felt like we were left hanging with no proper conclusion or goodbye to end the year. The 
first of many big changes to come had arrived. Rather than being with the preschoolers in class, we found ourselves in 
front of a camera reading stories, singing songs, and sharing fun activities and crafts with our students at home; via our 
closed Facebook page. Pastor Josh made an excellent preschooler by the way as he listened to every story, song and 
idea posted. We would like to thank Josh for his technical expertise, he did an amazing job and it would have be very 
difficult without him. We said a final goodbye to our 4 year old class during a video grad over zoom and participated in 
social distancing as we dropped off yearbooks at each family’s home.  

 

With the passing months we would keep an eye on the daily changes and new regulations within the childcare and 
preschool sector and preschools would be officially allowed to resume operation at the beginning of June. With our 
goodbyes already said and only two weeks of classes remaining in our scheduled year we decided to not reopen at that 
time. Instead, we would start to brainstorm about what the upcoming preschool year would need to look like. 

 

At this time preschool is being reshaped to accommodate stricter cleaning procedures, social distancing, and cohort 
groups all while still providing a fun and loving environment to our students and their families. So much needs to 
change that at times that it can feel daunting. Both Sara and I ask that you continue to pray for us as teachers and for 
the preschool as we go into this transitional year. Now more than ever our preschool families are looking for answers 
and a way to be connected. Please help us through prayer support as we as teachers and the rest of the church 
staff have a chance to share with these families about a fully in control, unshakeable God in a time that is anything but. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Julie Mullins and Sara Kugler 
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Report of the  

Worship Ministry 
 

Well, that was an odd way to end the ministry year wasn’t it.  We’re still meeting, we’re still gathering, we’re still 

worshiping, but we’re doing it all a whole lot differently at the end of the year than we were at the beginning of the 

year. 

Unlike most years, the changes we went through weren’t considered over time in an attempt to make Jesus famous.  

This year, we were forced to do so almost in the amount of time it took to flip a coin.  We did ‘plan’ one adjustment this 

year when we stopped using one presentation program and moved to a new one.  I could be wrong, but I think that 

about 90% or higher of our church population didn’t know we did that (which is GREAT!!! – if you don’t notice a change, 

it means we did it right).  You may have noticed our new ‘announcements’ section where we were doing some Bible 

Trivia – that’s about the time we made the change.  But this year, I think more than anything, we actually had the best 

opportunity yet, since I’ve led worship, to really identify what it means to worship Jesus. 

We’ve heard in various sermons before, we worship in prayer, we worship in our actions, and we worship in song.  One 

big lesson we learned in worship is that while I love playing with the band, the band is not what makes worship.  Don’t 

get me wrong, the band makes great music and I deeply miss the camaraderie with all of them, but the heart is where 

our true worship lies.   When we sing, are we singing a tune, are we singing words, or are we singing a prayer to God? 

Singing on the Sunday mornings or during the Sturgeon Live nights with just 2 or 3 of us, allowed me to really ‘feel’ what 

I’m doing with worship.  Sometimes a Sunday morning used to be more of a production or an end goal.  Not always, and 

thankfully, not often, but sometimes.  I really appreciate the requirement to pull it back and figure out what it means to 

worship Jesus in song. 

Now the fun part is, as that we are planning in-person gatherings again, can I maintain this and even help the other team 

members come to the same realization.  We aren’t necessary on a Sunday morning!  There were a few weeks at the 

beginning of this quarantine where there was no music at all.  We had to learn about the licensing requirements for 

broadcasting, then we had to learn how to ‘mix’ ourselves with no equipment other than a great microphone that Pastor 

Josh found.  The first few weeks, there was no music.  Did we miss it??  Absolutely!  Did it result in our loss of salvation?  

Absolutely not!  We missed it.  We wanted it.  But we survived just fine without it.  My personal goal for this position 

now is to never forget this!  Worship God first.  Worship with the heart, not with the ‘action’ of worship alone.  Believe 

and mean every word we sing, provided it is backed by scripture.  And never forget that the ability to worship in song 

(on stage or in your home, or in your chair, or in your car, etc) is a God given gift to all of us.  Not a gift we all feel we are 

good at, but I assure you of one thing - a gift given by God is meant to be used and when it is used, HE loves it! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Dale Yushchyshyn 
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Report of the  

Missions Committee 
Our Missions Committee consisted of 5 members this past year. Sarah Heinen, Willis Kozak, April Braun, Gayle Zylstra 

and Brent Foster.  

In an effort to stay connected with our International Workers, each committee member was linked with a specific 

International Worker. Throughout the programmed year they gathered updates and prayer requests.  We then compiled 

that information in an “International Workers Snapshot” for the congregation in the fall of 2019. That document was 

made available to our congregation by paper only and not online due to safety concerns of some of our International 

Workers.   Our intent was to keep our congregation informed about the ongoing ministry of our International Workers 

and encourage prayer for them.  

We also inspired prayer for our International Workers through our “One Prayer” program starting in January 2020. Many 

in the congregation participated in this prayer for one another by submitting their own name on a business card and 

then redistributing them to other members in the church. We decided to assign an International Worker to each prayer 

card by writing one of our International Workers names on the cards. Our church was then encouraged to pray for that 

International Worker throughout the year. God only knows how those prayers have been used throughout the year in 

our International Workers lives. 

At Christmas time we also raised over $5000 for Open Doors to support the persecuted church worldwide. The 

persecuted church is always close to our heart as a church and it is important that we continue to support them.  

We were blessed to have the Papavaro’s home on furlough this past year and they shared with our church on Sunday, 

July 5th before they returned to the mission field. They face many challenges (like all of our International Workers) as 

they navigate the new reality of Covid-19. 

Please continue to pray for our International Workers in the months ahead as they seek to serve the Lord in these 

difficult times. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brent Foster 
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Report of 

Small Groups 
 

There were 10 Small Groups this year including an Alpha group and a GriefShare group.  Alpha utilized Zoom meetings to 
bring an end to the last few sessions.  There was also a ladies bible study (Lies That Women Believe) that Kelly Kozak and 
Monique Yushchyshyn ran and a few (The Miracles of Jesus, a Covid-19 study, & Women of the Bible) that Esther 
VanCuilenborg ran.  Esther ran 2 of these bible studies by Zoom as well. 

 

This year our Small Groups moved from individual group study, to following and studying the Revelation Series messages 
from Sunday mornings.  It was a unifying experience to all be studying the same thing each week.   

 

The ladies met several times this year as well under the leadership of Serena Klassen and Esther VanCuilenborg including 
a lunch event, secret sister initiative, several spring/summer Zoom devotional gatherings and a few socially distanced in-
person devotional gatherings. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Monique Yushchyshyn 
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STURGEON ALLIANCE CHURCH    

2020-2021 BUDGET      

Acct. 
# 

Title 20/21 19/20 19/20 18/19 18/19 17/18 17/18 
   

Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget 
   

REVENUE 
   

  General Fund donations 577,706 600,969 632,640 559,923 547,398 499,603 515,460 
   

  Building Fund donations   12,905   15,400   14,615 0 
   

  King's Kids Preschool fees 13,500 13,765 27,000 35,082 27,000 31,986 30,000 
   

  Facility rentals/donations 1,200 2,400 1,500 1,786 1,500 2,514 1,500 
   

  Other (subsidy and interest)   22,857           
   

  TOTAL REVENUE 592,406 652,896 661,140 612,191 575,898 548,718 546,960 
   

GF donation increase needed over last yr actual -3.9%   13.0%   9.6%   -2.7%    

actual GF donation increase over previous yr  7.3%  12.1%  -5.7%     

EXPENSE 
   

Operating Expenses 
   

5205 District Operating Budget 17,331        
18,029  

18,979        
16,798  

16,422        
14,988  

15,464 

   
5210 Advertising 1,300              

565  
1,300              

239  
800              

463  
800 

   
5230 Bank charges 2,000          

2,294  
1,400          

1,384  
1,680          

1,554  
1,680 

   
5235 Insurance 8,000          

7,027  
8,000          

8,817  
8,000          

8,622  
8,000 

   
5240 Professional Fees 5,400          

5,549  
5,400          

5,535  
6,800          

5,375  
6,800 

   
  5210-5240 Total 34,031 33,464 35,079 32,773 33,702 31,002 32,744 

   
                  

   
  Office Expenses               

   
5251 General office supplies 3,000 3,880 2,400 3,255 2,575 3,268 2,200 

   
5252 Website & software expenses 800 480 950 602 1,200 1,205 540 

   
5253 Graphics & Communication 1,300 1,631 1,200 1,280 2,000     

   
5254 Subscriptions/Memberships 2,200 1,674 620 1,301 620 1,058 620 

   
5255 Copier expenses 3,800 3,700 3,840 3,447 4,400 4,520 4,400 

   
5256 Postage & shipping 350 60 330 216 300 30 700 

   
5250+ Office Expenses Total 11,450 11,425 9,340 10,101 11,095 10,081 8,460 

   
                  

   
  Facility Management               

   
5282 Janitorial supplies 2,600 1,732 3,325 2,187 2,600 2,216 2,600 

   
5283 Operations 3,200 3,384 3,000 4,405 3,000 5,304 2,220 

   
5284 Decorating 300 102 300 237 300 285 300 

   
5285 Repairs & Maintenance 7,000 8,012 9,000 4,219 9,000 29,385 10,500 

   
5286 Cleaning Services 750 0 750 254 0 758 750 

   
5287 Repairs to Equipment 600 570 480 1,031 480 8 480 
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5289 Security 400 368 450 507 372 368 372 
   

5280+ Facility Management Total 14,850 14,168 17,305 12,840 15,752 38,324 17,222 
   

                  
   

  Utilities                        
   

5322 Gas 7,200 6,482 7,200 7,010 7,200 7,156 7,200 
   

5324 Power 13,000 10,649 14,000 14,085 13,000 12,271 12,000 
   

5326 Water 5,500 4,294 5,500 5,774 5,040 5,113 5,040 
   

5328 Telephone 3,400 3,341 3,400 2,937 3,750 2,448 1,080 
   

5320+ Utilities Total 29,100 24,766 30,100 29,806 28,990 26,988 25,320 
   

                  
   

  Salaries & Benefits               
   

5370 Wages 266,287 290,788 316,825 262,971 256,592 216,056 227,460 
   

5372 EI Expense 5,205 5,789 6,321 5,391 4,684 5,132 5,318 
   

5374 CPP Expense 10,473 11,958 12,870 10,243 9,570 9,176 8,114 
   

5381 Pension 6,970 8,891 9,870 6,801 6,800 5,049 6,670 
   

5382 Group Life               
   

5384 Benefits 7,000 7,677 6,000 3,689 8,000 4,029 10,500 
   

5370+ Salaries & Benefits Total 295,935 325,103 351,886 289,095 285,646 239,442 258,062 
   

                  
   

5391 Staff Gifts 5,200 14 0 0 400 577 400 
   

5392 Search & Relocation 0 1,867 4,000 900 250 9,502 10,000 
   

5395 Travel 2,500 1,827 3,000 2,923 1,200 951 1,800 
   

5397 Bus Maintenance 0 0 0 760 1,200 1,226 1,200 
   

  5390-5397 Total 7,700 3,708 7,000 4,583 3,050 12,256 13,400 
   

                  
   

  Capital Purchases               
   

5410 Administration 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
   

  Kitchen & Dining 0 0 1,500 0 0   0 
   

5412 Admin & Computers 0 2,460 1,000 2,400 0 6,629 1,000 
   

5414 Furniture & Furnishings 0   0 225   2,403 0 
   

5416 Tech & Creative Arts 0 748 0 14,367   1,230 0 
   

  Miscellaneous (building) 0   0 34,716       
   

5500 Mortgage interest 8,400 12,537 10,365 19,115 16,220 20,794 19,895 
   

5505 Mortgage principal 111,600 80,463 109,635 160,885 103,780 99,206 100,105 
   

  Capital Purchases Total 120,000 96,208 122,500 231,708 120,000 130,262 121,000 
   

                     
  Total Operating Expenses 513,066 508,842 573,210 610,906 498,235 488,355 476,208 

   
                   

Ministry Expenses    
  Leadership Development               

   
5612 Lay leader training 0 0 0 0 1,000 174 2,040 

   
5613 Student scholarships 0 0 0 0 0 2,500 3,000 
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5614 Staff PD 3,000 4,084 3,500 3,781 2,000 2,504 3,280 
   

5615 Certifications 0 0 0 242 0 0 300 
   

5616 Staff expense allowance 4,000 3,571 2,000 2,525 1,500 1,372 2,030 
   

5618 Staff/Board meeting exp 2,200 1,550 1,400 376 2,000 926 3,000 
   

  Leadership Dev Total 9,200 9,205 6,900 6,924 6,500 7,476 13,650 
   

                  
   

  C&MA Events               
   

5631 Prayer Retreat 0 100 3,600 2,950 3,000 2,712 2,000 
   

5632 General Assembly 0 20 0 0 0 815 1,800 
   

5633 District Conference 200 0 200 100 500 0 0 
   

  C&MA Events Total 200 120 3,800 3,050 3,500 3,527 3,800 
   

                  
   

5651 CM Outreach Initiatives 1,000 0 500 207 1,300 650 800 
   

5652 Mustard Seed nursery 300 39 200 172 300 373 200 
   

5653 SonBurst 200 0 120 14 220 99 220 
   

5654 G Force 1,260 1,809 1,200 1,136 1,610 1,044 840 
   

5656 Kid Kamp 800 2,749 2,000 2,961 2,425 1,066 500 
   

  Children's Ministries Total 3,560 4,597 4,020 4,490 5,855 3,232 2,560 
   

                  
   

  King's Kids Preschool               
   

5681 KKP Classroom expenses 2,000 1,407 2,200 3,007 2,300 2,555 2,260 
   

5682 KKP Yearbook 290 22 325 104 290 120 290 
   

5683 KKP Special Events & Trips 4,200 1,335 5,600 3,153 2,600 1,464 1,800 
   

5684 KKP Miscellaneous 450 607 700 135 500 159 500 
   

  King's Kids Preschool Total 6,940 3,371 8,825 6,399 5,690 4,298 4,850 
   

                  
   

5700 Kitchen 4,500 3,091 6,000 6,709 6,000 4,998 3,600 
   

5710 Guest Honorariums 200 0 200 400 800 600 250 
   

5715 Small Groups 1,500 2,091 1,500 1,378 1,500 1,697 300 
   

5716 Other Ministry Support 0 -93 0 0 0 0 0 
   

5721 Evang & Disc Resources 500   500 0 300 2,402 300 
   

5730 Connecting 1,200 1,757 1,200 985 1,200     
   

5755 Special Events 700 662 1,000 1,261 400 -97 1,200 
   

  5700-5755 Total 8,600 7,508 10,400 10,733 10,200 9,600 5,650 
   

                  
   

  Worship & Tech               
   

  Technical   2,296           
   

5761 MediaShout 300 128 100 189 0 910 0 
   

5762 Sound 900 0 500 529 600 3,395 800 
   

5763 Worship resources 600 1,534 500 756 600 2,358 1,060 
   

  Worship & Tech Total 1,800 3,958 1,100 1,474 1,200 6,663 1,860 
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  Youth Ministries               
   

5784 Youth Group 5,600 4,799 5,600 4,243 5,000 1,821 1,800 
   

5785 Tweens 2,000 849 2,000 1,016 1,400 58 500 
   

  Youth Ministries Total 7,600 5,648 7,600 5,259 6,400 1,879 2,300 
   

                  
   

5800 Global Advance Fund 34,662 36,058 37,958 32,425 32,844 29,016 30,928 
   

5806 Canadian Ministries Fund 5,777 6,010 6,326 5,599 5,474 4,996 5,155 
   

5912 Missions Committee 1,000 1,000 1,000         
   

  Missions Total 41,439 43,068 45,285 38,024 38,318 34,012 36,082 
   

                  
   

  Total Ministry Expenses 79,339 77,475 87,930 76,353 77,663 70,687 70,752 
   

  TOTAL EXPENSE 592,406 586,317 661,140 687,259 575,898 559,042 546,960 
   

SURPLUS/DEFICIT 0 66,579 0 -75,068 0 -10,324 0 
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Report of the  

Nominating Committee 
 

The nomination committee consisted of 5 people this year:  

2 members from the church - Cindy Bredin and Willis Kozak. 

2 current Elders – Steve Heinen and Jeff DeHaan.  

And the lead pastor – Brent Foster. 

There was just one Elder position to fill for the coming year.  

Kelly Froese is stepping off the Elders board this year as he has come to the end of his second 3-year term. According to 

our bylaws an Elder can serve for 2 consecutive 3-year terms after which they must take a year off before being 

considered for re-election. 

The nomination committee met on April 15/2020 to prayerfully consider what name to bring forward at the AGM for the 

role of Elder. After much prayer and discussion, the nominating committee would like to nominate Bert Zylstra to be 

considered for the role of Elder. Bert has accepted the nomination.  

Further, the nomination committee would like to nominate the next nomination committee for the upcoming 2021 year.  

We would like to nominate Preben Pedersen and Serena Klassen to serve on the Nomination committee next year. 

In the unforeseen case that either of them cannot serve, we would like to nominate LaDean Seibel as an alternate. All 

three people have accepted these nominations.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Brent Foster (chair) 
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