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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
“Solus Christus 
Scripture: Colossians 1:15-20, Psalm 97 
Hymns: All hail the power of Jesus’ name 363, Oh for a thousand tongues to sing 
374, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning 378, My hope is built on nothing less 349,  
Praise: In Christ Alone, There is a redeemer 358 
 
 
A short reading from Mark chapter 8: 
 
“Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi.  

On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 
 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;  

others say Elijah;  
and still others, one of the prophets.” 

 
“But what about you?” he asked.  

“Who do you say I am?”i 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
Startle us, O God, with your truth  

and open our hearts and our minds to your wondrous love.  
 
Speak your word to us;  

silence in us any voice but your own  
and be with us now as we turn our attention,  

our minds and our hearts, to you,  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.ii 

 
Jesus asks “Who do YOU say I am?” 
 So what do YOU believe about Jesus? 
 
 
I think most of us have an image or description of Jesus 
 That we carry around in our heads. 
  
 
 

I remember visiting an elderly woman in my last congregation. 
 She was a retired psychiatrist 

who had grown up in (communist) Hungary 
   And had outlived two husbands. 
 
This woman had experienced a lot of suffering in her own life. 
 She had encountered a lot of suffering in others.  
 
Each time I visited her 
 She showed me a dear possession. 
  A small framed picture of Jesus 
   That she kept on her bedside table: 

Jesus, the ‘good shepherd’. 
 
You’ve probably seen it:  
 Jesus carrying a lamb on his shoulders… 
 
Each time I visited her  

she made sure she showed me that picture of Jesus. 
 She held it out to me,  

and then pulled it close to her chest. 
 
Jesus the good shepherd. 
 That Jesus who knows his sheep 
  And lays his life down for them 
   Was the Jesus she trusted and adored.iii 
 
 
Do you have a beloved image of Jesus? 
 Maybe you’ve had a series of them? 
 
In his book, A Generous Orthodoxy, 

Theologian Brian McLaren  
describes the series of Jesuses he’s known. 

 
“McLaren begins with his upbringing as a child when he first met Jesus,  

[a Jesus he] calls the "Conservative Protestant Jesus."  
This Jesus was "born to die," he writes.  

The focal point was Jesus' innocent death on the cross  
for McLaren's sins. 
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Over time, McLaren struggled with this view of Jesus  

because it seemed an individualistic,  
legalistic view with personal but no global import.  

 
As a young adult, McLaren next met the "Pentecostal/Charismatic Jesus."  

This Jesus was present, personal,  
and dramatically involved in everyday life  

through the Holy Spirit,  
 
but nagging questions about God's concern  

for the whole world, for history,  
and for creation frustrated McLaren.  

 
This led him to the "Roman Catholic Jesus"  

McLaren loved the way this Jesus helped him focus on the Eucharist  
and the connection to ancient tradition  

that was beyond his present experience,  
but the exclusivism of the church  

in this view troubled him. 
 

For a time, he worshiped the "Eastern Orthodox Jesus,"  
which emphasized the Trinity, affirmed mystery,  

and still engaged the world.  
 
This led him to the "Liberal Protestant Jesus,"  

with a focus on social justice  
that grew from [a] personal experience of faith in Christ.  

 
From there he ventured to the "Anabaptist Jesus,"  

with its historic focus on peace and nonviolence,  
and from there to the "Liberation Theology Jesus,"  

who confronted injustice in the whole of society  
and stood in solidarity with the poor  

and oppressed.”iv 
 
That’s a lot of Jesuses. 
 
The truth is that we have all encountered many Jesuses. 
 Jesus the social activist and Jesus the teacher, 
  Jesus the ‘good shepherd’ and Jesus the ‘lamb of God’. 

But have you ever wondered whether your current favorite image 
 Might be a little too limited, maybe a little too narrow 

just a little too small? 
 
Please take out your pew Bibles 
 And turn to Colossians chapter one verses fifteen to twenty. 
  
First person there, shout out the page number for the rest of us! 
 
 
This section of Scripture is laid out in plain paragraphs. 
  
But if you read it carefully 
 You would think it should be laid out as poetry instead of prose. 
 
The language is expressive. 
 And there is some obvious parallelism 
  That might be better set into two stanzas. 
 
Two stanzas beginning with: 

1. that ascription of Jesus as the firstborn over all creation in verse 15; 
2. that ascription of Jesus as the firstborn from among the dead, in the latter 

part of verse 18. 
 
What joins these two sections together 
 is that statement starting in verse 17: 
  “he is before all things, and in him all things hold together…” 
 
Looks like poetry, right? 

Most scholars think today’s lesson is an ancient hymn 
 Or part of an early liturgy. 

 
What is clear is that it blows away any narrow, 
 Scaled-down views of Jesus. 
  
This is a cosmic Jesus, the source of creation: 
 
“The Son is the image of the invisible God,  

the firstborn over all creation.  
For in him all things were created:  
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things in heaven and on earth,  

visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;  

all things have been created through him and for him.”v 
 
You should know that just because Jesus is firstborn,  

does not imply that he was created.  
 
For those who are interested in Biblical languages,  

the greek word for ‘Firstborn’ is prototokos, 
 While the greek word for ‘first-created’ is protoktisis.vi 
 

Jesus is prototokos, ‘firstborn’, meaning Lord over all creation. 
 As the passage itself explains, Jesus was not created, 
  But “all things have been created through him 
   And for him.”  
 
This is what we affirmed earlier in the service 

when we recited the Nicene Creed: 
Jesus is “God from God…  of the same essence as the Father.  

Through him all things were made”. 
 
Think about that for a moment. 
 Jesus with God, the source, the origin of creation. 
 
While all those words of Jesus 

That have been recorded in Scripture 
Are brimming with life… 

 
he is so much more than a teacher. 
 All things were created ‘through him and for him’. 
 
But today’s passage doesn’t stop there. 
 If Jesus is first-born or Lord of all creation, 
  He is also “the beginning and the firstborn  

from among the dead,  
so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy.”vii  
 
 

Jesus is the instrument through which God  
 Works out his great plan of redemption. 
  Jesus’s blood offers peace 
   And Jesus’ resurrection proclaims victory. 
     
Jesus is not just the firstborn or Lord of Creation, 
 Jesus is the Lord of the new Creation. 
  His is the author, the instrument, and the prototype 
   Of the new life that God is bringing into the world. 
 
Think of that for a moment. 
 Jesus with God, the means of the world’s redemption. 
 
While Jesus lifted up the poor and healed the sick 

he is so much more than any social activist. 
 
Of course this is just the beginning… 

We could spend a whole week exploring this passage. 
 
Jesus is also described as the ‘image of the invisible God’; 
 We are told that the fullness of God dwells in him. 
  Jesus is not simply a prophet showing us the way to God. 
   We see God when we look at him. 
 
Jesus is declared to be above every throne or power or ruler or authority. 
 Maybe more interestingly  

we are told that “in him all things hold together”. 
 
Our epistle writer would not have foreseen  
 Our modern advances in physics. 
  And yet he knew that what pulled creation out of chaos, 
   What sustains the word and renews life… is Jesus. 
 
Jesus is greater than gravity. 
 Jesus is Lord over nature. 
  Christ alone, Solus Christus, 

is supreme in every way. 
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Who do people say I am? Jesus asked his disciples. 
 And what about you?  
  Who do YOU say I am? Jesus asks us today. 
 
Could it be that Jesus is greater than we ever imagined? 
 
Maybe now is the day to  

grant ourselves the freedom 
To contemplate a broader and deeper understanding of Jesus.  

  

i Mark 8:27-29a 
ii weekly prayer of illumination used by Rev. John Buchanan at Fourth Presbyterian 
Church of Chicago 
iii see John 10:14-15 
iv As recounted by Roger Y. Nishioka “Colossians 1:15-28, Pastoral Perspective” 
Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the 
Word – Year C, Volume 3: Pentecost and Season After Pentecost 1 (Propers 3-16). 

Not that we need to pack away that picture 
 Of Jesus with the little lamb on his shoulders. 

That image has a valuable place. 
 
But Jesus exceeds all of our dreams and expectations. 
 Jesus is the “image of the invisible God” 

Who wants us to know him more.viii 
May it be so. 
 Amen. 

v Colossians 1:15-16 NIV 
vi Geisler, N. L. (1985). Colossians. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 673). Wheaton, 
IL: Victor Books. Quoted in: Andy Holt “The Fullness: Colossians 1:15-20” 
http://thesometimespreacher.com/2016/07/the-fullness-colossians-115-20/#_edn5 
vii Colossians 1:18 NIV 
viii Colossians 1:15 NIV 

                                                 


