
GETTING CLOSER TO GOD 

 

A week from Monday my daughter Petra leaves for 2 years on the Logos Hope.  I had a chance to visit 

the ship when I was in Barbados.  When visitors first enter the ship they go through a video 

presentation about the ship and it’s ministry.  Then they go through the world’s largest floating 

bookshop.  Before you get to impressed by that, remember it is also the worlds only floating bookshop.  

What is new to the Logos Hope that we did not have on the Doulos is that afterwards all the people 

that visit the ship walk through a gallary called the Journey of Life.  It is the parable of the Prodigal 

Son set to pictures.  A graphic artist that works with Marvel comics did the art work.  It walks people 

through the story to find out where they are in terms of their relationship with Jesus.  Of all the bible 

stories they could have used, they felt this was the most important. 

 

We are continuing our series today called Transformed.  It is based on the following verse; 

 

Romans 12:2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is -- his good, 

pleasing and perfect will. 

 

God wants to see transformation in our lives; relationally, physically, mentally, spiritually, 

emotionally, financially and vocationally.  Make sure you watch the message from last week if you 

missed it.  Over the next 7 weeks we are going to be looking at each one of these areas.  Today we 

want to look at spiritual transformation. 

 

Let me start by saying this, the further away you get from God the more trouble you’re going to have 

in your life.  The more trials, the more difficulties, the more stress, the more things are going to go 

wrong because you are not cooperating with your Creator.  You are not following God’s plan for your 

life.  On the other hand, the closer I get to God, the more my life is going to be transformed. 

 

All of us here this morning are at a different place in terms with our relationship with Jesus.  Some of 

you here today can point to a time in your life where you felt really close to God, but if you were 

honest would admit that you are not there anymore.  The story of the prodigal son tells us how to get 

back to God and how to get close to the Father. 

 

Luke 15:11-24  Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons.  12  The younger one said to his 

father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  13  Not long 

after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his 

wealth in wild living.  14  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 

country, and he began to be in need.  15  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, 

who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  16  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 

were eating, but no one gave him anything.  17  When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of 

my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  18  I will set out and go 

back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  19  I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.'  20  So he got up and went 

to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 

for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  21  The son said to him, 'Father, 

I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. '  22  But 

the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger 

and sandals on his feet.  23  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.  24  For 

this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 



From this story we see four things about getting back to God.  I don’t know where you are today.  

Maybe everything is great with your spiritual life.  Or maybe you need to hear this message today. 

This is the pathway back to spiritual transformation. 

 

1. Realise your Situation – get fed up with your life 

 

It starts with evaluation.  Where are you at with your relationship with Jesus today?  Like I said before, 

the further away you get from God the more trouble you’re going to have in your life.  Most people 

will not change until they get to the point in their life where they are hungry for change.  You need to 

get sick and tired of the way you are living.  You need to be fed up with your life.   

 

Luke 15:14  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 

began to be in need.  15  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed pigs.  16  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 

one gave him anything.  17  When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men 

have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!   

 

In this story, the son spends his inheritance and ends up having nothing.  He has to get a job feeding 

pigs.  Remember that pigs were unclean in the Jewish culture.  Basically this means that the son has 

reached rock bottom.  From his position of need it says he finally comes to his senses.  He remembers 

how good life was with his father.  He begins to yearn for home. 

 

If you are here today and God seems distant to you, I pray that you will come to you senses before you 

have to hit rock bottom.  The reality is that often we have to get sick and tired of the way things are in 

our lives before we will put in the effort to change it.  You have to come to the point of saying I am 

tired with the depression, tired of the brokenness, tried of being stressed and frustrated, tired of lying to 

myself and others, things have GOT to change.  Nothing happens until you get fed up.  That is when 

transformation starts. 

 

Are you there yet?  If not, that’s okay.  God will just let you stay there with the pigs a little longer.  He 

will allow a little rain in your life.  If that does not work, He will allow a little more.  If that does not 

work He will send a storm.  Why?  Because God loves you just the way you are, but he loves you too 

much to let you stay that way.  He will not let you waste your life.   

 

When God wants to get our attention he comes and knocks on the door.  If we ignore it he just knocks 

on the door again.  Then if we ignore it he knocks on the door again.  And if we ignore it, he blows the 

door down.  Some of you have had the door blown down in your life.  You lost your job.  Or you lost 

your marriage.  Or you lost a friend.  You lost something.   

 

You know the old phrase, You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink.  But you can 

salt his oats and make him thirsty.  God often makes you thirsty by putting salt in your oats. When you 

start saying, I’m just so unsatisfied with my life.  I just don’t like the way I’m living.  I don’t like this!  

Hello!  That’s God knocking on your door. 

 

Jeremiah 29:13  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

 

The first step in transformation is for you to realise your situation and come to the point where you say 

enough is enough.  God is not going to show up if all you want is a casual relationship.  Being a 

Christian is not a part time hobby.  You need to be hungry for change and hungry for God. 



There is a term in human behaviour called learned helplessness.  It is when a person believes they have 

no control of a situation.  When Jaycee Dugard was only 11 years old she was kidnapped while waiting 

for a school bus.  She was help captive for 18 years, living in sheds and tents in the backyard of her 

captor.  Despite numerous opportunities to escape she remained a captive because she felt she had no 

control over her situation.  Nothing will change for you until you get so fed up with captivity that you 

replace learned helplessness with hopefulness.  Only then will true change occur in our lives. 

 

2. Recognize your Sin – own up to what you have done 

 

That means that you need to own up to the things you have done.  You need to get fed up with your life 

and you need to own up to your sin.  We see this in the story; 

 

Luke 15:21  The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’  

 

Why is it so important that we own up to what we have done?  Because sin separates us from God.  It 

drives a wedge between us and our heavenly father. 

 

Isaiah 59:2  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from 

you, so that he will not hear. 

 

If you feel distant from God, the issue is not that God has moved, but you have.  God has not gone on 

vacation.  God loves you unconditionally.  But if you feel far from God you are the one who moved.  

Sin separates us from God.  The fact is this: You’re as close to God as you choose to be.  You can’t 

really blame anybody else.  You can’t blame your husband or your wife or your parents or the 

government.  You can’t blame other people.  How do you spell blame? B-lame.  It’s being lame when 

you blame other people for your spiritual condition. 

 

You have to deal with the sin in your life.  You have to own it.  I think this is what saddens me the 

most about the whole homosexuality issue in our culture today.  Basically, what the world is trying to 

do is say that sin is normal.  You don’t have to worry about it, you don’t have to change it.  Just accept 

it.  Until we recognize sin as sin there is no chance of restoration. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor 

homosexual offenders  10  nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will 

inherit the kingdom of God.  11  And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 

Brokenness reveals itself in a variety of ways in the human heart.  Paul lists here a number of those 

ways.  But then he says that that is what they WERE, not what they ARE.  What he is saying is that the 

things we struggle with in life do not define us.  Jesus defines us.  Sin is always sin.  The moment you 

start to allow sin to define you, when you justify your sin and ignore it, then you are in deep trouble. 

 

King David committed adultery with Bathsheba.  Then he killed her husband to try and cover it up.  

That is some serious sin.  Yet the bible makes no mention of King David the adulterer and murderer.  

Instead, it speaks about King David, a man after God’s own heart.  His sin did not define him.  Why?  

Because he owned up to it. 

 



Psalms 51:7-12  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  

8  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  9  Hide your face from my 

sins and blot out all my iniquity.  10  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me.  11  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  12  Restore to 

me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

You are as close to God as you choose to be.  So many people struggle through life because they never 

really get to the point where they are fed up enough to say, I am desperate to know God.  If I were to 

hold you under water, you would struggle.  But when you really started running out of breath, you 

would really struggle.   

 

When you are that desperate you don’t just get fed up, you own up.  When I own up and say to God, 

“I’ve blown it,” then it begins to remove the barrier we have built.  It opens the door to reconciliation 

and peace.  You cannot return to the father while you are still living with the pigs.  You need to get fed 

up and own up. 

 

Take a look at that verse again.  When we confess our sins God is able to wash us and make us whiter 

than snow.  Isn’t that a beautiful verse?  He says no matter what you’ve done, no matter what the stain, 

I can remove it.  This is the Oxiclean verse of the Bible.  No matter what the stain, God can remove it.  

No matter how bad the sin or situation.  You may think it will haunt you the rest of your life.  God 

says, “I can remove that stain.”  This is the stain remover verse in the Bible 

 

When was the last time you did a spiritual check up in your life?  It is important to go to the doctors 

every so often and get a checkup.  You get your eyes checked.  You get your teeth cleaned and 

checked.  You have your heart checked.  Sometimes these checkups can be invasive and difficult.  As a 

53 year old man with a history of prostate cancer in the family, you know I do not look forward to my 

annual check ups! 

 

If they are so difficult, then why are check ups important?  Because if something’s growing wrong in 

your body you want to know about it sooner than later.  The same is true with your life.  If sin starts 

growing in you it can become a cancer.  It’s better to nip it in the bud before it gets really big.  You’ve 

got to do this spiritual checkup on a regular basis. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5  Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 

realize that Christ Jesus is in you -- unless, of course, you fail the test? 

 

The Bible says that at least every month before you take the Lord’s Supper that you should do a 

spiritual checkup.  That this is a time to pause and not just get fed up but to own up.  You need to ask 

God, “Is there anything in my life that is getting in the way of my relationship with you?”   

 

Psalms 139:23-24  Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  24  

See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 

That is why when we take communion I quote; 

 

1 Corinthians 11:28  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

 

3. Return to your Saviour – offer up yourself to God 

 



The prodigal could have just sat there in that pig pen dreaming of home.  His life did not change until 

he got up and moved.  He made the choice to return to his father.  He got fed up, then he owned up, 

then he offered himself up. 

 

Before he had left home the son had said ‘give me my share.’  After living with the pigs he says ‘make 

me a servant.’  No great demands, he simply offers himself to his father.  Transformation begins when 

we offer ourselves completely to God.  When we come to him not making demands but we simply say 

‘thy will be done in my life.’  When we move from self centeredness to God centeredness.   

 

2 Corinthians 3:18  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed 

into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 

Transformation is not something that happens overnight.   It is a process.  The word in the Greek is  

metamorphoo.   It is where we get the word metamorphosis.  That is the process when a butterfly goes 

from a caterpillar to a cocoon to a butterfly.  That’s metamorphosis.  It doesn’t happen overnight.  In 

fact, there’s that stage when it’s sitting there in that chrysalis, it forms a little cocoon, it’s pretty ugly.  

Have you ever seen one of those things?  It doesn’t look very beautiful to me.  It looks dead.  But when 

it breaks out that butterfly is stunning! 

 

God made you to be a butterfly.  God made you to soar.  God made you to be an eagle, not a chicken.  

God made you to be beautiful not ugly.  Beautiful!  But you’ve got to go through the transformation 

process.  It is when we offer ourselves to God and allow Him to change us.   

 

4. Release yourself in Singing – lift up your praise 

 

The father responds to the sons return by throwing a party.  I love that about this story.  That is how 

God responds when we offer ourselves to him.  When we give God full control of our lives.  There is a 

party in heaven.  And there should be worship on earth as well.   

 

Psalms 68:4  Sing to God, sing praise to his name, extol him who rides on the clouds -- his name is the 

LORD -- and rejoice before him. 

 

Life becomes a party when transformation happens.  For your own transformation you need to start 

singing at church.  You need to be a worshipper.  I am always amazed when I see people coming into 

church at the end of the worship time.  You have missed the best part! 

 

I heard about on psychologist, that any time someone came to see him for depression his first question 

was, ‘Did you sing all of the songs at church last week’?  If they said no he said, I want you to go and 

sing all of the songs at church for the next three weeks and come back and see me.  A few years ago a 

global study came out done by Swedish researchers.  They’d done a scientific study and concluded that 

the habit of group singing – not singing by yourself, the habit of group singing is good for your health. 

 

It is great therapy to sing with other people.  It’s good for your mental health.  It’s good for emotional 

health.  It’s good or your social health.  And it’s good for your physical health.  All the different areas.  

They did an extensive study and they discovered that singing with other people lowers your blood 

pressure, releases endorphins, which makes you feel good, improves your mood, builds your 

confidence, relieves the loneliness, releases negative emotions and stress, and creates positive 

emotions.   



Another study showed that people who sing in worship each week live longer.  I want you to live 

longer.  Again, if you are showing up late for worship you are killing yourself!  Come earlier and live 

longer. 

 

Singing is something that requires intentionality.  You have to make the choice to sing.  Even if you do 

not know the song.  Even if the music is not your style.  It is not the quality of your voice, it is the 

intent of your heart that the Father wants. 

 

God said I never want you to forget how much I love you.  So I’m going to give you two symbols to 

remember my death, my burial and my resurrection.  Those two symbols are baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper.  It was great to se these baptisms today.  If you haven’t been baptized you should be baptized.  

It’s one of the ways of saying I have come home.  I’m getting close to God. 

 

Baptism is one and the Lord’s Supper is the other.  Every month we hold a special service of 

celebration.  It’s called communion. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-24  For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 

the night he was betrayed, took bread,  24  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is 

my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

 

It says that Jesus, on the night he was betrayed took bread and then he GAVE THANKS.  He prayed a 

prayer of thanksgiving before he served the communion.  The word thanksgiving in Greek is the word 

EUCHARISTO.  Have you ever heard the word “Eucharist”?  Communion is often called Eucharist.  

Communion means thanksgiving.  When we take the Lord’s Supper we are saying thank you God.  

Thank you for not condemning me when I come home but having a celebration when I come home.  

Thank you for your grace.  Thank you for your mercy.  Thank you for what you’ve done.  Thank you 

for all the things that you’ve done.  I receive it with thanks. 

 

I’m so grateful God for your grace.  I’m so grateful for your love.  I’m so grateful that you are the 

father that waits for the return of your wayward children.  Just as they had the fatted calf we take 

communion together to say Lord, thank you.  We receive this with thanksgiving.  On the night that 

Jesus was betrayed He first went to Gethsemane. 

 

Mark 14:32  They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I 

pray." 

 

Jesus went to a place called Gethsemane which was a garden to pray on the eve of His death.  Do you 

know what the word Gethsemane means?  It means Oil Press.  It was the place where the olive would 

be crushed to produce the oil.   It was also the place where Jesus would submit to being "crushed for 

our iniquities."   

 

Isaiah 53:5  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

 

This is what we remember at communion -- Jesus being crushed so we could be healed.  God loves 

you.  So where are you at today.  Maybe today you enjoying the party.  Or maybe today you are a long 

way off feeding pigs.  Jesus is inviting you to come home today.  He has purchased your freedom.  Get 

fed up with sin and own up to it.  Offer up yourself to God and then lift up your heats in praise. 


