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I. <Slide> Introduction 
• Hello everyone, thanks for joining us!   
• I’m Dave Sattler, one of the pastors here at North Shore Alliance Church, 

today continuing our Series in the Gospel of John. 
• It’s a juicy story of sex and scandal.  Part of the ongoing showdown between 

Jesus and the religious leaders of His day.  A carefully-laid trap.  Tricky 
dilemmas.  Unexpected plot-twists.  Surprising responses.  A near-death 
experience.  And a very surprising, and thrilling conclusion: the woman in our 
story moves from death to life in an instant! 

• <Slide> To whet your appetite for the sermon, folks, here’s another Sattler 
Straw-Poll! [Haven’t had one in a long while!] 

#1) What is your typical response when being accused of something? 
A. Deflect or blame someone else. 
B. Confess and repent. 
C. Quietly walk away. 
 

<Slide> #2) Why do you find it difficult to extend mercy to others? 
A. I’m a rule-follower. 
B. People rarely give me a break so why should I give them one? 
C. I’m a good person and expect everyone to be as good as me. 
<Slide> #3) What bothers you most about hypocrites? 
A. Their blindness to self. 
B. Their condescending attitude toward others. 
C. That I am one. 
<Slide> #4) Justice is served when … complete the sentence … 
A. People are punished for what they’ve done. 
B. People are restored to live a new life. 

• <Slide> ILL — Over the years I’ve been present at dozens of tribunals …  
o In community sports, family, church, court, and otherwise.   
o An “offender” appears before judge and jury; their guilt is 

determined and a verdict of punishment delivered. 
o Not fun.  Few tribunals ever end with any sense of justice.   
o Or with the accused confessing and being ushered into restoration. 
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o And I wonder, why is it this way? 

• Mercy is difficult, counterintuitive to human nature. 
• Yes, I expect, even demand, mercy for myself.   
• Yet still, there’s part of me that enjoys it when other people pay.  Can’t wait 

for justice then!  At least my sense of justice, punishment I think they deserve 
for their transgressions! 

• <Slide> Please turn now to John 8:1-11.   
• Do you know this passage barely made it into our Bible?! 
• For it is shrouded in historical, and theological controversy. 
• Absent from original manuscripts, one theory suggests the highly-legalistic 

and largely male-dominated early church was uncomfortable with the story.  
• As one commentator puts it, Q: “Jesus’ refusal to condemn [the woman 

caught in adultery] was at odds with the outlook of the day.”  — Burge, p.240. 
• Regardless most scholars agree it narrates an actual event in the life of Jesus 

that deserves re-telling. 
• However, it likely doesn’t belong here — in John 8, or in John at all, for it 

reads more like the writing of Luke than it does John. 
• Still it’s not until the 5th Century, through the endorsement of giants like 

Ambrose and Augustine, that it finally turns up in the Scriptures.   
• This, at a time when church bishops were being admonished to 

demonstrate mercy for the penitent. 

• So we come to this great story … John 8:1-11 <Slide> 
53 Then [the crowd] went home, 8:1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people 
gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.  They made her 
stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in 
the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. 
Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to 
have a basis for accusing him.  But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 
ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened 
up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw 
a stone at her.”  8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.  9 At this, 
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only 
Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up 
and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
11 “No one, sir,” she said.  “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. 
“Go now and leave your life of sin.” 
• <PRAY> ‘Lord, move me out of the way.  Come, speak to us by Your Spirit.  

Open our hearts to what You have for us.  We’re hungry to hear from You.’ 
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II.  Narrative Outline 
• Let’s dive into the narrative. 
1. <Slide> Amidst the Ministry Rhythm of Jesus (7:53-8:2) 
• This event happens on one of Jesus’ many visits to the big city of Jerusalem.  

To get there from Nazareth, His hometown was a 146km journey south [like 
walking from Hope to North Vancouver]. 

• This story occurs within the regular ministry rhythm of Jesus.  What did His 
routine look like?  Get up early.  Head to the temple.  Engage people with His 
teaching. (v2)  Followers, skeptics, and even enemies in His audience. 

• His typical ministry day concluded when the crowds went home, and Jesus 
would retire, at night east of the city, to the Mount of Olives, perhaps to the 
safe home of His friends Mary, Martha, & Lazarus who lived nearby. 

2. <Slide> Religious Leaders Set a Trap to Catch Jesus (8:3-6a) 
• While Jesus was teaching, “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought 

in a woman …” (v3)  Her guilt is indisputable; apparently she’s been “caught 
in the act of adultery.” (v4b) 

• And their carefully-laid trap presents a tricky dilemma intended to put Jesus 
in a lose-lose situation that’s win-win for them.  Or, so they think! 

• And the question they pose is prompted likely not by religious concern, but 
political motive and personal vendetta.  What else would get the Sanhedrin 
out of bed so early in the morning!?! 

• “You there, [Jesus], what do you say?” (v5b)  In other words, ‘If you’re such a 
wise and vaunted teacher, figure this one out!’ 

• On the one hand, if Jesus ordered her execution, it would snuff out the 
growing reputation for mercy and compassion for which Jesus and His 
movement were gaining notoriety and drawing people. 

• And, the call for a death sentence would enable the religious leaders to report 
Jesus to Roman authorities, for executions were banned without permission 
from Rome.  This was how the religious leaders hoped to co-opt the power of 
Jesus to squeeze Rome a little. 

• On the other hand, stoning was the legal penalty for adultery (5a), and if 
Jesus quickly dismissed the guilty woman, they could accuse Him of turning a 
blind eye to sin and proper justice.  And, try Him for treason: blatant 
disregard for Mosaic Law. 

• Fully aware of their intentions, Jesus isn’t buying their ruse — or falling into 
their trap.   

3. <Slide> Jesus Writes in the Dirt (8:6b-8) 
• “Bent down … He writes on the ground.” (v6b)  Surprising response.   
• The only time the Bible records Jesus writing something. 
• What’s He writing? 
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1. The sins of the accusers?  It’s a well-known fact that 1st Century Judaism 

had stereotyped women as instigators of sexual sin and turned a blind eye to 
men’s roles.  Was Jesus here confronting their double standard? 

2. Something from Mosaic Law?  Perhaps it’s cf. Exodus 23:1, Q: “Do not 
spread false reports.  Do not help a guilty person by being a malicious 
witness.”  Was Jesus here exposing their dark motivations? 

3. Or is He simply buying Himself some time?  Creating a pregnant pause?  Or 
is He calling on the Spirit for wisdom and strength amidst this hostile 
crowd?  We sometimes forget just how human Jesus really was. 

• Q: “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” (v8)  Jesus flips the script with these words. 

• ‘Hold on here,’ Jesus says, ‘We mustn’t be quick to judge.’ 

• ILL/APP — Sadly one of the most notorious character traits … 
o Which Christians are known for by non-Christians is being 

judgmental.  <Slide> 
o How clearly we see sin in others but are blind to the sin that resides 

in our own hearts.  This finger-pointing reputation haunts us.   
o And somewhat justifiably. 
o It’s probably why people who haven’t been in church for a long time 

and know me as a pastor have done wild things when they see me 
coming … like jump into the frozen foods cooler at the grocery store 
or climb into a clothing rack at the shopping mall.  Q: ‘I’m about to 
be judged!  So I better hide the beer, the pastor’s here!’ 

• APP — Truth is: we are all hypocrites.  None of us has clean hands.   
o And ‘throwing the book’ at people is rarely helpful.   
o Cf. John 1:17 says, Q: “For the law was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 
o The moment we think we have the right to look down our noses 

with holy indignation at anyone we veer far away from living the 
Jesus-way.  For it’s actually impossible to “have no sin” to qualify to 
launch the first stone at anyone else.   

4. <Slide> Her Accusers Walk Away (8:9a) 
• Jesus’ statement forces the crowd either to admit their own guilt or refrain 

from demanding this woman’s death.  The accusers choose the latter. 
• The shocking response?  Verbal silence.  What can be heard next is only the 

shuffling of sandals and the sheepish clanking of rocks being dropped back in 
the dirt.  “Those who heard [Jesus’ words begin] to go away one at a time, the 
older ones first.” (v9a).   

• So, what about the young people? 

For my Saviour, JESUS, Who has shown me mercy and continues to surprise even our world’s most vulnerable with His incredible mercy, winsome and unmatched.
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• Perhaps they’re poising for a showdown with Jesus, posturing a comeback to 

‘man-splain’ their sin away, still frothing with expectation at the possibility of 
enacting punishment on this poor woman and her great transgression. 

• Do age and experience actually temper one’s sense of self-righteousness? 
• Well … maybe just a little. 

5. <Slide> Jesus Sets the Woman Free (8:9b-11) 
• Surprisingly ‘Only Jesus and the woman are left and Jesus stands to ask her, 

“Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?”’ (v.9b-10) 
• And Jesus gives her a voice — a chance to speak for herself. 
• “No one, sir,” she says. (v11a) 
• Now Jesus doesn’t gloss over what she’s done.  Sin is sin.  
• But with these next verdict words, the powerful compassion of Jesus comes 

“crashing down upon her” — “Splinters & Stones,” Hillsong : “Then neither do I 
condemn you,” Jesus [declares.]  “Go now and leave your life of sin.”   

• Always, with Jesus, “mercy triumphs over judgment” (cf James 2:13). 

III.   Applications 
• Time to ‘land the plane’ now on a few application points. 
• This story provides excellent insight into the heart and ministry of Jesus. 
• It causes me to assess my spiritual reflexes.  Are they aligned with Jesus? 
A. <Slide> With God’s help, being more self-aware. 
• The pervading thought in our culture that ‘humanity is basically good,’ 

especially me, often blinds us to the reality of our own sin and brokenness. 
• And these words of Jesus, “Let any one of you who is without sin …” (v8) 

issue a clarion call for sober self-examination. 
• The religious leaders want a public lynching of the woman.  Soon they’ll turn 

to Jesus Whom they’ll execute on a Roman cross.  While, all the while, the 
real death they should be focussing on is death of their own spiritual pride.   

• And this is part of the deep Holy Spirit work of sanctifying, transforming the 
life of every Christ-follower.   

• ILL — I’m delighted we actually have a second small cross here now on stage. 
o Somewhat ironically I cracked my head on it this week when I was 

moving stuff around here! 
o Do you know there are actually two crosses involved in the salvation 

process?  Why Paul says in cf. Galatians 2:20, Q: “I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” 

o Yes, Jesus died for us.   
o But Jesus also calls us to die too — to sin, to pride, to self?  And 

until we are willing to die, too, we can never truly follow. 

• <Slide> ILL/APP — The Lord continues over the years to lead me … 
For my Saviour, JESUS, Who has shown me mercy and continues to surprise even our world’s most vulnerable with His incredible mercy, winsome and unmatched.
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o On a journey of self-discovery.  Where I am confronted by my sin 

and brokenness: like my desire to control, my ways of manipulating 
people and situations, like my ongoing need to impress, my ways of 
judging others in attempt to feel better about myself.  

o The list goes on…  and oh, do I ever want to be finished?!   
o Honestly, I thought I’d be done long ago!   
o But, the older I get, the more the Lord reveals.  And this is often 

tiring — even leads to some self-loathing.   
o Yes, we are asked to constantly remember where we’ve come from, 

but not to wallow in it.  Wallowing is not from the Lord!   
o Truth is: We are all sinners in need of a Saviour.   
o Having our weaknesses exposed can be humbling, but also freeing. 
o Author Ruth Haley Barton says, Q: “As we face who we are more 

honestly, we find we are finally ready for an encounter with God.”   
— Barton, p.55 

o And as we grow in self-awareness, bring our brokenness to Jesus, 
continue to die to self, we can experience more and more of His 
healing and transformation. 

B. <Slide> Comforting those who’ve been condemned. 
• ILL — The year 2020 has exposed scads of dark incongruence in our world. 

o Vulnerable people being preyed upon.  Mass abuses of power.   
o From coaches harassing players, to producers taking advantage of 

actors and actresses under them, one race dominating another, men 
exploiting women, rich marginalizing the poor.  The list goes on. 

• The simple facts of John 8 paint an all-too-familiar portrait: of a vulnerable 
woman, encircled by a band of hostile men, who only want to use her.  She’s 
bait for their trap, then quickly discarded when things don’t go as planned. 

• Her plight flips however, in an instant, when she falls on the mercy of 
Jesus.  Meeting this rabbi, Jesus, must surely have been a new and freeing 
experience for her: here’s a man interested in saving rather than exploiting 
her and forgiving rather than condemning her. 

• APP — Treading sensitively here, I must put a word out today … 
o To those among us who have ever been abused, felt exploited, made 

to feel ‘less-than’ or worthless, or ever been abandoned. 
o I want to acknowledge that living under a condemnation like this is 

terribly traumatizing — and dehumanizing.   
o <Slide> I have on my heart particularly today … friends in and out 

of mental health and addiction treatment, the homeless, victims of 
domestic violence, and racism, women who’ve been abused, and 
Canada’s precious Indigenous women. 

For my Saviour, JESUS, Who has shown me mercy and continues to surprise even our world’s most vulnerable with His incredible mercy, winsome and unmatched.
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o I know, mere words, even well-meaning Christian sentiment, could 

never put it right or ease your pain. 
o But please receive this comfort today: Know you matter to Jesus.  
o Jesus has time for you.  He never discards anyone.  Jesus gives a 

voice to those who never feel like they have a say.  And Jesus does 
not condemn you.  ‘There [is] mercy in [His] eyes.’                          
— “King of Kings,” Hillsong 

C. <Slide> Becoming a community of freedom. 
• Jesus declares, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (11)  His mercy, mixed 

with exhortation, sets this woman free in a most unexpected way.   
• Imagine her story going forward! 
• The Million$Q is: How do we navigate situations like this? 
• Well, here’s what I know: condescending attitudes never work. 
• At a community level we don’t have to look too far to see how the general 

populace is quick to pile on to our city’s most vulnerable.   
• There is a strong sentiment still out there in our city that poor people are lazy, 

stupid, addicts, crazy, or even ‘working the system.’  It is not that simple.  And 
social divides only continue to worsen in our world. 

• In church, sexual sin has the stigma of being the worst of all sins.  And 
Christians often shame those caught in sexual sin in ways that only destroy. 

• This insipid spirit of judgment that alienates us from others, also slowly kills 
us.  Fixation on being the ‘religious police,’ taking it upon ourselves to make 
people pay for their sin, is not the Jesus-way.  

• <Slide> Only Jesus pays for sin.  Through faith in Jesus and His work on the 
cross, we don’t get what we deserve.  This is mercy.   

• And mercy doesn’t make sense.  It’s so other-worldly.  And it draws me in. 
• This is the power of the Christian Story.  Because of Jesus and His 

mercy, our sin and brokenness do not define us anymore!  
• ILL — Recently I received a letter from a congregant that captures … 

o This beautifully.  [I won’t make it through without tears].  
o Q: “When I [first] showed up at [church] I didn’t know what to 

expect.  I’m sure the feeling was mutual — what do [we] do with this 
brash, loud mouth, angry woman?!  I was in a downward spiral 
heading for death with open arms.  I didn’t care what happened!  
But [the church] did what Jesus would, you loved me and started 
chipping away at the boulder on my shoulder.  Then you trusted me 
… you gave me a purpose and … gave me back my self-esteem and 
dignity!  With God’s help you repurposed me, until now I no longer 
welcome death.  Because of you I’m on the right path.”  She signs 
off, “Proudly, your sister in Christ.” — Letter from a Congregant, 9/1/2020 

For my Saviour, JESUS, Who has shown me mercy and continues to surprise even our world’s most vulnerable with His incredible mercy, winsome and unmatched.
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• APP — We can only dole out mercy well to others when … 

o We experience deeply the mercy of Jesus ourselves. 
o Friends of NSAC, may we be a community that views all people 

through the merciful eyes of our Saviour. 
o And let us trust the Spirit together to further form us into a 

community that does not treat sin lightly, and offers every person 
the opportunity to live a new life of freedom in Jesus!  Amen. 

For my Saviour, JESUS, Who has shown me mercy and continues to surprise even our world’s most vulnerable with His incredible mercy, winsome and unmatched.


