
 Sermon Questions for Matthew 21:23-46   
 

1. Where have you seen God at work in the past week? 

2. Share one or two things you have learned about the Gospel of Matthew, or from the 
Gospel of Matthew, through the sermon series on the book. 

3. Read Matthew 21:23-27.  What was the actual answer Jesus and the chief priests and 
elders believed was true for the question Jesus asked in vs. 25?  Why did neither answer 
it? 

4. Read Matthew 21:28-32.  Who are the chief priests and elders in this story, and why? 

5. What are the implications or warnings of this passage for Christians today? 

6. Read Matthew 21:33-41.  What is the clear message Jesus was giving the chief priests 
through this story? 

7. What are messages or warnings for Christians and the church today? 

8. Read Matthew 21:42-45.  What do you think this passage means? 

9. What do you think of the quote from D.A Carson that Rob read in his sermon? 

“I would like to buy about three dollars’ worth of gospel, please.  Not too much – just 
enough to make me happy, but not so much that I get addicted.  I don’t want so much 
gospel that I learn to really hate covetousness and lust.  I certainly don’t want so much 
that I start to love my enemies, cherish self-denial, and contemplate missionary service 
in some alien culture.  I want ecstasy, not repentance; I want transcendence, not 
transformation.  I would like to be cherished by some nice, forgiving, broad-minded 
people, but I myself don’t want to love those from different races – especially if they 
smell.  I would like enough gospel to make my family secure and my children well 
behaved, but not so much that I find my ambitions redirected or my giving too greatly 
enlarged.  I would like about three dollars’ worth of gospel, please.” 

10.  Do you have any further reflections, comments, or questions from the passage, or from 
Rob’s message this past Sunday on this passage? 

11. What is the one thing you think God is telling you through this passage (it could be an 
encouragement, a challenge, a command, a promise, a question)? 

12. Where do you need or want God to show up in the coming week? 

 


