
November 1, 2020 All Saints Day - Sermon notes

Revelation 7.9–17, Psalm 34.1–10   1 John 3.1–3, Matthew 5.1–12

If you are like me you watch the news and, from time to time say, ‘someone should do something

about that’.  Whether it is a political situation, trouble with a treaty, or the homelessness problem there

are certainly enough things in this world that need attention for which the statement ‘someone should do

something about that’ applies.  We look to the leaders in our society for answers and get disappointed

(sometimes angry) when those answers don’t seem to address the problems.  We have all probably felt

that someone else is supposed to do something and, sometimes, we are correct in that attitude but

sometimes we develop the bad habit of thinking there is nothing we can do (or should do) in regard to

correcting whatever has caught our attention.  The Church’s celebration of All Saints has, I believe,

something to say to us in regards to that attitude and so I wish to share some thoughts on the subject over

the next few minutes.

A young girl was asked ‘what is a saint?’ to which she replied, thinking of the windows in her

Church building, ‘they are the ones the light shines through’.  I have told that story often since

encountering it in a book I was reading because I think the young girl had it exactly right even if her

reasons for the answer she gave were pragmatic.  As we celebrate the ‘great cloud of witnesses’ and

rejoice that we are surrounded by followers of Jesus Christ who, in their lives, shone with the light of

God we are shown something of what we are asked to do in the face of those problems we notice. 

Archbishop Germond’s motto for this year also speaks to it - a quotation from Matthew’s Gospel - “let

your light so shine before others that they will see your good works and give glory to your Father in

heaven”.   Saints are those people who rose to the challenge of ‘doing something about that’ and who

shone from Gods’ inward glow in those situations and therefore are remembered down the centuries. 

One of our most recent examples of someone who did this is the woman the world knew as Mother

Theresa.  As she watched the poverty stricken people in India’s lowest class she heard God’s voice say

to her ‘you give them something to eat’ and she did. Little by little she allowed God’s light to shine

before others and the world eventually took notice.  If you were to explore the stories of other saints you

would find a similar pattern.  There was something that needed to be done and a willing heart was found

by God to begin the process of doing something.  Some of those people have been noticed by a wider

audience while others continue to work in private but all are saints - people through whom God’s light is

shining.

One of my favourite characters from history is not called a saint but he too answered the call

from God to ‘do something that needed to be done’.  I learned some things about Archbishop Thomas



Cranmer while I was attending seminary that impressed me.  Cranmer was the man who was appointed

as the Archbishop of Canterbury, England during the reign of King Henry the Eighth. Martin Luther had

published his theses in Europe and the ripples were being felt throughout the Roman Catholic Church of

which the Church in England was a part.  King Henry had his own disputes with Rome and so Thomas

Cranmer entered this leadership role at a particularly difficult time.  In addition to this some of the clergy

in England at the time were very poorly versed in scripture and not very motivated to change.  Over the

space of a very few years Thomas Cranmer managed to arrange for the publication of a Book of

Common Prayer which held together what he and others felt were the appropriate traditions of the past

with a new direction for the future.  He did this with a few false starts as well as perseverance in the face

of objections.  This document became the vehicle through which God began the transformation which

has resulted in the Anglican Communion as we know it today.  We sometimes take for granted the

‘middle way’ but that space between the radical Protestants and the Traditional Catholics was first

carved out in the pages of the Book of Common Prayer.  In Thomas Cranmer’s story I see another

example of a person hearing the voice of God saying ‘you do something’ and the results are amazing.  Of

course Cranmer had much help from the other bishops who agreed with him but he did allow God’s light

to shine through him and for that I give thanks.  By the time of the reign of Elizabeth the First the Book

of Common Prayer was helping to provide stability to a Church organization that had been fractured and

that same document was used by God to help keep the light of Christ shining.  That is not to say that it

was a perfect document but God used Thomas Cranmer’s willingness to serve and his position as

Archbishop to affect the future of an entire nation.  From small acorns huge oak trees grow.

On a slightly smaller scale we know of others who are letting their lights so shine before others

that their good works are seen and bring glory to their Father in heaven.  From the 80 year old woman

who knits hundreds of pairs of mittens so that homeless people can have warm hands to the quiet

volunteer who shows up at the local soup kitchen to wash dishes every day there are people who have

seen something that needs correcting and are willing to do what they can to help. These people will not

likely be featured in public as examples to follow but I would suggest this is the way all of the ‘famous’

saints began.  So what about us?

During this Pandemic we have all been taken out of our comfort zone and forced to adapt in

many different ways.  We hear of people who are doing some amazing things in the face of these

challenges and we hear of people who are falling victim.  We may be crying out ‘someone should do

something’ and God may be saying to us, ‘you do something’.  We may hesitate in answering this

prompt for the same reason the early disciples hesitated to begin to feed the multitude because the task



seems too large.  But we can probably all do something - a little thing.  All of the Saints whose lives we

celebrate today began with one little thing.  Peter and John were not looking to become known as healers

when they came upon the lame man outside the Temple. Francis of Assisi was not looking to become the

leader of a large group of people when Jesus asked him to ‘repair his Church’. All of the saints were just

trying their best to reply to God’s call to ‘do something’.  All of these saints also recognized that they

were part of a group and so weren’t trying to do anything all by themselves.  With the very large list of

things that need doing it is likely that the door is open to all of us to pitch in and help somewhere in

some way. Here are some areas that could use some attention in my opinion.

Shut in members of this congregation.  There are people in this parish family who are not ready to come

to public worship or who can’t come because of some health concern. A card or a telephone call might

brighten their day and it takes just a few moments to accomplish.  Is the Holy Spirit prompting you with

some names of people you haven’t seen in a while?  It has been my experience that no one complains

about getting too many caring calls. Perhaps you could ‘adopt’ two or three people and give them a call

from time to time.

Parents with children. There is an extra layer of stress placed on parents during this time and while many

of them wouldn’t welcome a personal visit some of them would appreciate a telephone call which asks,

“is there some way I can help?”  Here is another possible ‘adoption’ scenario.

Organizations.  Food Banks, Soup Kitchens, Homeless Shelters, Churches, Outreach Organizations are

finding it difficult to manage either financially or with a shortage of volunteers.  It need not be a great

deal of time offered or a large sum of money given but perhaps God is asking for you to partner with

someone to accomplish a healing or restorative ministry.

I could go on with many other options but I hope you get the point.  “Someone ought to do

something” is a cry that has been on the lips of every Saint and every Saint has heard God’s answer as

‘you do something’.  As we celebrate the lives of all the Saints may we pray that we would be moved by

God’s Spirit to do something to change  a circumstance that is not in accordance with God’s purposes.

“Let your light so shine before others that they would see your good works and glorify your Father who

is in heaven.”

 

  


