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Sermon for Trinity 20
Ephesians 5:15-20   Psalm 145:14-17 Matthew 22:1-14

 Can you imagine turning down an invitation to a royal wedding?
  Imagine that you went to the post office one day, and that you actually got a big envelope, from Queen Elizabeth, from Buckingham Palace.
 From among all the citizens of Canada, your name had been chosen to be invited to an upcoming royal wedding. 

 You think, “Who are they kidding? This is a fake.” 

 Just to be on the safe side, you phone your Member of Parliament to ask if this is for real. The answer comes back, ‘Yes, it’s for real.’ You’re invited to a royal wedding!
 Would you go? Would you postpone or cancel anything you had planned? Would you arrange your travel ahead of time? Would you go out and choose new fancy dress clothes to be a guest at a royal wedding?

 You look a bit deeper into the royal envelope. You find a card in it that says “R.S.V.P.”, with a space for your name, and a stamped envelope to send back to the Queen.
 Do you know what “R.S.V.P.” is? It comes from the French for, “Please respond.”

 So, you sit down, and you’re about to fill out the card to send back to the Palace, saying you would be honoured to come to the royal wedding.

 But then you get thinking. What if I go to this royal wedding and something goes wrong while I’m away?    What about my property that I just bought? What about my business? I can’t expect other people to look after my business, can I? My stuff is more important than some faraway royal occasion.
 I can’t take this wedding thing too seriously. I will be away for a while. It will cost me something. Maybe I better rethink this.
 Finally, you sit down, and write your name on the R.S.V.P. card, and underneath your name you write these words: “I cannot come.”

 When Jesus tells his parable of the king inviting guests to the wedding of his son, it doesn’t take us long to figure out that the King in his parable is God, and the Son is Christ.
 The King of the universe isn’t asking us to a little coffee party, something we could easily miss.

 The King is inviting us to the wedding of the King’s Son.

 So the invitation is serious. It comes from the throne room of God. God is asking us to commit ourselves to the greatest thing in the world: his Son.
 If we accept God’s invitation, we are making a commitment. We are admitting that God and his Son Jesus Christ are more important than my business, my commitments, and my time. We are willing to change.
 What’s more, the invitation from God requires our response now. We either send back the R.S.V.P., or we lose out. We are ready, or not. Others can take our place.
 There isn’t going to be another royal wedding invitation later on. In Jesus’ parable, the invitations go out while dinner is on the table. It’s now or never! Ready, or not!
 It gets worse: as Jesus tells it, other invited guests who refused to come killed the King’s messengers. So they were hunted down and destroyed by the king’s army, and their city burnt down. Is this where we get “don’t shoot the messenger”?
 Then the King told his servants, “The wedding feast is ready, but those invited are not worthy. Go therefore to the highways and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.”
 If the first ones invited won’t come, God won’t hold a seat for them. We’re either going, or we’re not going. Our own decision is final, and God will respect that.

 Now let’s imagine you do go to the royal wedding banquet, the one where you got the invitation in the mail. You accepted the invitation, and sent your R.S.V.P. You said, “Yes, I will come.”
 You made sure that your other commitments got cancelled, or got looked after. You bought the travel tickets. You went out and bought the best clothing you could find. You packed your suitcase, and you went. When you got there, to the Royal Palace, you are pretty excited. Wow, you are really at a royal wedding!
 Then a strange thing happens.  The wedding hall is filled with guests, all in their finery. We are all dressed in the best clothes we carefully chose for this great occasion.
 Suddenly there’s a commotion. We look over and see a man being hustled out. We notice that he is wearing gym shorts and an old dirty sweatshirt.
 When the King strolled in to see the guests, this guy stuck out like a sore thumb.
 Then the King asked him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?” Even though the guy in the gym shorts and old sweatshirt was an invited guest, he was speechless. So the King ordered him to be tied up and thrown outside into the cold and dark.

 What if the guy had an explanation for why he showed up in old dirty clothes? But he didn’t. The King felt totally disrespected by this guy who couldn’t care less.
 Did he think he could go to God’s banquet on his own terms? If he accepted the invitation, why wear junky clothes? Why refuse to change, even for the King?  

 Our lesson from Ephesians says, “Be careful then how you walk, not as fools but as wise.” The wise accept God’s invitation, and accept God’s terms for the time to show up, and how we act when we show up.

 We are not only invited to the wedding of the King’s son, we are called to wear new clothes. But this isn’t just about a dress code, is it?
 It is sometimes said that the old clothes are the old life, before we repent, before we turn to Christ. The new clothes on the guests at the royal wedding are the new life in Christ. We wear the robes of righteousness in Christ.
 The call then is not just to a nice party, but a change of personal priorities, a new way of living, new life in Christ.
 If we would change for the Queen of England, would we do it for God’s Son? The decision to come to the wedding banquet is ours. Much depends on how we choose.
 Jesus ends with this: “Many are called, but few are chosen.” 
