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PM drops in at St. Margaret’s coffee club
By Gisele McKniGht

A few dozen seniors waited 
nervously on Tuesday morning, 
Jan. 17, cards ready for a game 
of 45s. Frequent whispers of “is 
he here yet?” could be heard 
among the coffee club crowd as 
stern-faced, plainclothes rcmP 
members stood at the door of st. 
margaret’s Anglican church in 
Fredericton.

Then the word went out: “he’s 
here, he’s here!” and the 23rd 
prime minister of canada, Justin 
Trudeau, walked through the 
door.

“hello, everyone,” he said in a 
booming, friendly voice, and for 
the next 20 minutes, every eye in 
the place was on mr. Trudeau as 
he went to every table, answer-
ing questions about, for ex-
ample, legislation on disabilities 
and seniors issues.

The highlight of the visit was 
a story told by st. margaret’s 
layreader Jim sparkes, who was 
an rcmP officer in the 1970s, 
posted to stornoway, the official 
residence of the leader of the 
Opposition in Ottawa. 

Jim worked protecting the 
Trudeau family when they 
lived at stornoway from June 
1979 to march 1980 when Joe 
clark led a short-lived minority 
government after beating Pierre 
Trudeau.  One day Jim caught 

Prime Minster Justin Trudeau chats with Andrew Gunter, left, a member of St.Margaret’s coffee club in 
Fredericton. The prime minister wanted to spend some time with seniors and chose the coffee club between 
meetings on his nation-wide town hall tour on Jan. 17. At right is Fredericton MP Matt DeCourcey who made the 
initial contact with St. Margaret’s to set up the visit.

Justin Trudeau climbing one 
of the trees on the stornoway 
grounds, and Jim was compelled 
to say something when Justin 
started breaking off branches.

“You’d better stop that or i’ll 
have to tell your father,” recount-
ed Jim.

“my father won’t care. These 
are Joe clark’s trees!” said the 

eight-year-old Justin.
The prime minister hung his 

head and laughed at hearing the 
story, saying, “i have no memory 
of that!”

mr. Trudeau took the op-
portunity to thank the rcmP, 
not only for their care of him, 
his brothers and parents while 
his father was prime minister, 
but now as they ensure the safety 
and protection of his own chil-
dren and wife, especially while 
he’s away.

“i know they have great role 
models around them,” he said.

The prime minister was trav-
elling with a group of aides and 
rcmP officers, Fredericton mP 
matt Decourcey and about a 
dozen journalists who are cover-
ing the prime minister’s national 
town-hall tour.

it was a mere 72 hours before 
the event that the rev. rick 
robinson got a call from mr. 
Decourcey.

“he asked if i’d be interested 
in extending an invitation to the 
prime minister to come to our 
coffee club,” said rick. “After 
about five seconds i said yes!”

By saturday evening, a secu-
rity detail was at the church to 
check out the location. 

“Then sunday afternoon 
about 15 rcmP officers in plain 
clothes went through the church 
to scout it out,” he said. 

That was followed by more 
security personnel on monday 
morning, including an explo-
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Diocese gains new canons, archdeacon
By Gisele McKniGht 

A large crowd was on hand to 
witness the installation of four 
canons and the collation of an 
archdeacon on Feb. 5 at christ 
church cathedral. 

Bishop David edwards in-
stalled the rev. Deacon Fran-
cene (Fran) Bedell, the rev. greg 
mcmullin, the rev. wandlyn 
snelgrove and the rev. Allen Ta-
pley as canons of christ church 

The diocese added four new 
canons and an archdeacon 
during a Choral Evensong 
Feb. 5 at Christ Church 
Cathedral. From left:  
Fran Bedell, Archdeacon 
Wandlyn Snelgrove, Bishop 
David Edwards, Allen 
Tapley and Greg McMullin.
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PM continued on page 2

cathedral during a transferred 
candlemas.

he also collated wand-
lyn snelgrove as archdeacon 
of Fredericton. The Ven. Pat 
Drummond retired from that 
position at the end of the year. 

The Diocese of Fredericton 
now has seven archdeacons, 
three of whom are women.

Archdeacon cathy laskey 

Canons continued on page 2
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sives-sniffing dog and officers 
with mirrors peering under 
pews and into rooms to ensure 
the safety of the prime minister. 

But for three days, rick was 
more concerned with keeping 
a very big secret than with the 
rather remote possibility of there 
being a bomb in his church. 

“we had to keep it contained. 
it was all for the prime minister 
to come and talk to seniors,” said 
rick. 

he knew he had to tell some 
of the coffee club members 
about their special visitor. This 
wasn’t something you could 
spring on them a few minutes 
before the arrival. rick chose to 
use the telephone rather than 
email, so calls went out, with 
everyone sworn to secrecy.

“They complied 100 per cent,” 
said rick. “They kept it mum.”

The big question rick had 
to answer repeatedly was why 
— why was the prime minister 
coming to see them?

“i think he was looking for a 
social venue where seniors met, 

and our mP found out there was 
a coffee club here on the day he 
was visiting Fredericton,” said 
rick.

“if he wanted to come to a 
nice, quiet place, he picked the 
wrong place!” said marlene 
Drummond, a coffee club mem-
ber. “we were just bubbling!”

“he was very positive, very 
polite, very genuine,” said 
marlene’s daughter, kim Drum-
mond. 

“i found it quite exciting,” 
said st. margaret’s member 
cathy lutes. “he shook literally 
everyone’s hand. he wanted to 
meet everyone and he was very 
interested in what everyone was 
doing.

“he’s a downhome person. 
his parents did a lovely job rais-
ing him.”

As for rick, as the entou-
rage pulled out of the parking 
lot, there was some relief that 
the surprise visit had not been 
leaked and the visit had gone 
over well with both the prime 
minister and the coffee club.

“we’re absolutely thrilled,” he 
said. “it went as planned.”

Rector had to keep visit 
a secret for several days
PM continued from page 1

See more photos of the  
prime minister’s visit on page 16.

ABOVE:  Caroline Vanicek, centre, helps light candles in preparation for the Candlemas procession 
during the service of installation of canons and collation of an archdeacon at Christ Church Cathedral 
Feb. 5.    BOTTOM: The entire congregation of St. John the Baptist in Edmundston drove to Fredericton to 
support Canon Fran Bedell, centre. 
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Entire Edmundston congregation attended service
Canons continued from page 1

was the preacher for the choral 
evensong service. she began by 
lighting a candle, noting that a 
godly Play session begins with 
the lighting of a candle.

“There is a lot of darkness in 
our world,” she said, referenc-
ing the tragedy at a Quebec city 
mosque one week earlier. 

she told the congregation that 
the week’s episode of This Hour 
Has 22 Minutes began with the 
cast remaining silent, holding lit 
candles.

“The light of christ does 
mean something,” she said. 
“People all over our nation are 
gathering in light and love.”

in the first letter of John, it 
says everything opposed to god 
is darkness. we bear many bur-
dens, of sin and fear, that bring 
us to a dark place.

“where in our day have we 
wandered away?” she asked. 
“remember today, the light 
shines through the darkness. in 
this light we place our cares.”

she spoke of simeon, who 

was promised he would live 
to see the messiah, and his joy 
upon holding the baby Jesus in 
his arms. 

“cradling the christ child in 
his arms, he sees light,” she said. 
“Those who are parents, grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, brothers and 
sisters have most likely felt that 
same light of hope when holding a 
newborn for the first time.

“in our epistle reading to-
night, it says in seeing Jesus, we 
become like him. The light of 
the messiah is in us,” she said. 
“god’s light and love surround 
his people.”

she challenged the congre-
gation to share that light with 
others.

“we carry the light and love 
of christ wherever we go,” she 
said. “may we show that light 
and love to others.”

The office of canon is an 
honorary designation bestowed 
at the discretion of the bishop. 
During the installation, Fran, 
greg, wandlyn and Allen 
declared their faithfulness to 
discharge the duties of the office 

of canon. 
wandlyn further promised 

to “bear my part willingly and 
gladly in promoting the good 
work and oversight of the Dio-
cese of Fredericton.”

The congregation gave an en-
thusiastic greeting of applause to 
the four as they were presented.

many family members and 
supporters travelled to Freder-
icton from all over the diocese, 
including saint John, sussex 
corner and edmundston.

“About 30 of us came down,” 
said michael corbin of st. 
John the Baptist church in 
edmundston where Fran is the 
deacon-in-charge. “it was pretty 
much the whole congregation.”

Allen is the rector of the Par-
ishes of waterford and st. marks 
in the sussex corner area. greg 
is the rector of the Parish of 
coldbrook and st. mary in east 
saint John. wandlyn is the rec-
tor of the Parish of Fredericton.

After the service, a large 
crowd gathered at cathedral 
memorial hall for refreshments 
and fellowship.  
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March 5     
Parish of Riverview

March 12   
Parish of the Nerepis 

and St. John

March 19   
Parish of 

 St. Margaret’s

March 25   
Stepping into  

Evangelism: Together 
- Miramichi

March 26   
Parish of Wicklow, 

Wilmot, Peel  
& Aberdeen

March 28   
Bishop’s Counsel

April 1       
Stepping into  

Evangelism: Together 
- Fredericton

April 2       
Parish of Rothesay

April 6-9    
Parish of Pennfield

April 8       
Stepping into  

Evangelism: Together 
- Saint John

April 15-16    
Christ Church  

Cathedral

(no confirmations in Lent)

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Chaos and evil in the world

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s 
word •   ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

As i write this article it is 
two days after one of the 
worst mass shootings in 

our history.  
     innocent worshippers gunned 
down in a Quebec city mosque, 
the reason for which, at this 
time, remains a mystery.  
     it took me back in my mind 
to the summer evening a couple 
of years ago when i was with a 
group of clergy at the monas-
tery in rogersville; and Jason 
Bourque unleashed his murder-
ous anger upon police officers in 
moncton. 
     events like these make us 
very edgy. we try to see mean-
ing or at least make sense of 
them. The problem is they defy 
logic.  
     if you read the first print-
ing of michael crichton’s novel 
Jurassic Park, you will find that 
at the head of each chapter there 
is a random pattern of squares 
which changes every time a new 
section of the book begins.  
     crichton’s intention in the 
novel was to illustrate a mathe-
matical idea called chaos theory.    
     The dinosaurs in the story 
were not supposed to be able to 

reproduce, yet some randomly 
generated changes in the genet-
ics of the animals overrode the 
careful plan and chaos ensued.  
     The theory says that things 
can run along quite normally, 
but a small change can give rise 
to huge consequences, which are 
unpredictable.  
     Both Jason Bourque and, 
assuming he is the guilty party, 
Alexandre Bissonnette chose to 
take peoples’ lives for reasons 
known to themselves. 
     something must have led 
them to have an altered version 
of behaviour and a stream of 

circumstances must have pushed 
them over the edge on the days 
when they chose to act.  
     Both of these men are now 
quite rightly being dealt with by 
the justice system of our coun-
try, but it does not deal with our 
disease. 
     we have those feelings of un-
certainty — when will the next 
person be triggered to unleash 
carnage on people going about 
their daily lives. 
     To seek for a pattern or pur-
pose in this type of randomness 
is a natural human reaction. 
     in christian terms, we are 
trying to resolve the problem of 
evil.  
     some people in our country 
today have given up the struggle. 
There is no purpose. we live in 
an unpredictable universe where 
nothing has meaning and ter-
rible things happen. 
     For those of us who see some 
sort of meaning in creation, the 
matter is more complex. how 
does the christian respond?  
     we see a broken world torn 
away from its purpose, harmony 
with god. he is a god who 
enters into the corruption and 

chaos which has been brought 
into his creation.  
     he is a creator who makes a 
statement of hope through one 
glorious action of coming, dying 
and rising in order to demon-
strate that even the highest ex-
pression of the invasion of evil, 
death, can be defeated.  
     god points beyond that to a 
coming kingdom where all this 
random chaos will be no more.  
     he says to his people, “You 
have to look like what is to 
come, bring back from the 
future, love, hope and recon-
ciliation into a world and for a 
people who continually break 
themselves, just as you break 
yourselves and for whom i suffer 
and grieve.” 
     it is here we find security.

Stewardship and planned giving go together
By Michael BriGGs

As i write this, it is epiph-
any, and by the time you 
read this column it will 

be march.  
     we are in lent and not that far 
away from easter and the prom-
ise that the resurrection gives.  
     These dates and the times 
confirm to me that this is the 
month to write about planned 
giving after christ gave us the 
greatest of all, his life on the 
cross for our sins. 

what is planned giving? it is 
giving that is planned, usually a 
gift of assets of varying size or a 
regular weekly or monthly com-
mitment through e-offering or 
through your regular envelope.

we are all aware of the need 
for giving to the church to en-
able the congregation to con-
tinue to spread the good News 
of the kingdom.  

     whether you give by e-offer-
ing or envelope, your planned 
gift enables the church to con-
tinue.

have you thought about 
planned giving in your will? in a 
previous column i wrote about 
the need for a will that you have 
written rather than relying on 
the province.  
     Now let’s look at what can be 
contained in a will that repre-
sents your wishes about disposi-
tion of your assets.

in a survey conducted for the 
diocese a few years back to see 
if there was a willingness for a 
capital campaign, a few inter-
esting facts emerged from the 
interviews conducted. 
     Of those interviewed, 30 per 
cent had made provision for the 
church in their will.  
     Of the remaining 70 per cent, 
half of them said they would 
seriously consider if asked.

some of you are in par-
ishes that have undergone major 
renovations and have probably 
promised to contribute to the 
building fund. 

what happens to your contri-
bution should you die? 
     By adding the church as a 
beneficiary in your will, your 
contribution is continued.

To me these statistics mean 
there is a willingness out there 
to remember the church in your 
will but not many know how to 
go about it.  
     The size of the bequest is not 
important — it is the willingness 
and generosity that matters.  
     Not everyone has been 
blessed with the same resources. 
The church welcomes all gifts, 
whether in cash, quoted securi-
ties, life insurance or some other 
asset, and makes no distinction 
between large and small.

Obviously you will want to 

ensure that your family is looked 
after, and it may be that your 
bequest will not be available to 
the church for years.      

 we see an example of this 
in the bequest from george 
Bartlett who died 50 years ago. 

his will left some of the 
income from his estate to the 
diocese, but only after his last 
living relative died. 

rather than leave the church 
a specific amount, consider leav-
ing a percentage so that no mat-
ter the size of the estate, there 
will be a balance for your other 
wishes, whether they be family 
or other charities. 

Always consult with a profes-
sional adviser when drawing up 
a will as there are legal ramifi-
cations if the will is not legally 
correct. 

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer. 

earthhour.org

Creation Matters 
Working Group 
invites you to  

participate

earth Hour 2017 
is Saturday,  
March 25 

8:30-9:30 p.m.
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The hospital chaplain would like to visit you
By Gisele McKniGht

canon David Barrett would like 
you to remember two things 
from this story:
1. when you’re admitted to the 
hospital, make sure you tell the 
clerk you are Anglican. 
2. As well, make sure that, if you 
want a clergy visit, you tell the 
clerk.

Those two simple points are 
often overlooked in the admit-
ting process, and they cause 
daily frustration for David, and 
they did for his predecessor, the 
rev. ellen curtis, as well. 

David is the hospital chaplain 
at saint John regional and st. 
Joseph’s hospitals. he likes to 
visit parishioners during their 
hospital stays, but he won’t know 
they’re there if those two points 
are not made during the admit-
ting process.

Because of privacy regula-
tions, David can’t go searching 
for people to visit. instead, he 
gets a list every morning of ev-
ery Anglican in the hospital, and 
another list of each one who has 
requested a clergy visit. 

“There’s a list of all the 
patients who’ve designated a 
denomination and said yes to a 
visit,” he said. 

That’s what forms the bulk of 
his work for the day. his list has 
had as few as 54 names, as many 
as 77 names, so he’s not lacking 
for people to visit.

But the problem is that 
sometimes, patients aren’t asked 
these questions. he knows from 
personal experience, when he 
arrived in the middle of the 
night last fall suffering from 
kidney stones. 

David was a parish priest for 
three decades, beginning in 1985 
as assistant curate in what was 
the Parish of hammond river. 
Then he served in upham and 

The Rev. Canon David Barrett spends most of his days here, at Saint John Regional Hospital, visiting 
Anglicans and others who have requested a visit while in hospital. He is also chaplain to St. Joseph’s 
Hospital. 

mcknight photo

later, coldbrook & st. mary for a 
few years, finally settling in sus-
sex for 19 years.

he left sussex in 2013, and 
spent the next two years in the 
parishes of hammond river and 
Quispamsis.

“But after 30 years of parish 
ministry, i thought i’d like to try 
something different,” he said.

he’s been on the job for 
almost 18 months, and he finds 
his ministry there very fulfilling.

“i go home at night feeling 
like i’ve made a difference in 
people’s lives,” he said. 

David grew up around a lot 
of older people, so he’s comfort-

able with them and enjoys the 
company of seniors. 

“And with sick people, you go 
in and know you’re doing good. 
i’m the bright spot in some-
body’s day,” he said.

he starts every morning with 
a prayer: “lord, use me. let me 
take your grace to the people.”

his visits can include bible 
readings, prayers, even com-
munion, but sometimes, it’s just 
a visit to show someone they’re 
not forgotten. he takes his cues 
from the patients.

There are a lot of patients who 
get few or no visitors. some have 
no family, no family nearby or 

none able to get to the hospital 
to see them. 

One woman in palliative care 
cried during his visit recently, 
saying she did not want to be 
alone. 

“every time i moved in my 
chair she thought i was leaving,” 
he said. he stayed for an hour, 
reading the psalms and pray-
ing with her, and when he was 
leaving, she told him ‘i needed 
something spiritual. You’re just 
what i needed today.’

Palliative care is his first stop 
each morning. he also aims for 
a daily visit to the hostel, which 
houses out-of-town patients re-

ceiving radiation treatment. And 
he spends one afternoon a week 
visiting at st. Joseph’s.

David’s office is right off the 
main lobby, and he has only 
to spend a few minutes mill-
ing around to see someone he 
knows from a previous parish. 
since his parishes have all been 
in the region served by the 
hospital, it happens frequently. 
he even came across his mother 
there one day when she brought 
a friend to an appointment. 

“There’s a sussex woman who 
often brings down people for 
their appointments,” he said. 
“when she was asked once what 
she would do to fill in the wait-
ing time, she said ‘i’ll just sit in 
the lobby. David will be by.’”

last summer, Archdeacon 
stuart Allan asked David to fill 
in at st. luke’s Portland for the 
months of June, July and August. 
he said no, but then stuart said 
there was no one else, so David 
took it on.

“At the end of August, stuart 
called asking if i would carry on. 
i said yes.”

‘Just like that?’ asked a sur-
prised stuart.

“i didn’t know how much i 
missed parish life,” said David. 
“what gets me going is knowing 
i’ll be preaching on sunday to a 
congregation.”

he role includes sunday ser-
vices and seven hours a week.

“Basically i’m giving my day 
off to st. luke’s, and i enjoy it! 
i’m helping them and they’re 
helping me. And i’ve done a fair 
bit of recruiting for st. luke’s 
here!”

how long will David remain 
the chaplain of the two hospi-
tals? 

“when i came here it was 
a three-year appointment,” he 
said. “we’ll see what the lord 
has to say about that.”

After signing up as a volunteer, some training 
and a criminal background check, you choose 
the school and commit to one Grade 2 child 
for 10 weeks. Twice a week you meet your 

student for one hour of reading time. 

ELF — Elementary Literacy Friends — has 
a critical, urgent need for volunteers for its 

supplementary reading achievement  
program in the province’s elementary 

schools.  Bishop David encourages  
you to get involved in this worthwhile  
opportunity to help children succeed.

Help  
combat low 
literacy rates 

in the  
province 

and make a  
positive  

impact on  
a child.     

 Get started 
here:  

elfnb.com

ELEMENTARY

LITERACY

FRIENDS

E-L-F

Help me

become a 

reader!

better
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 a r o u n d   t h e   d i o c e s e 

Thieves got away with little, but 
left a damaged parish hall some-
time between Jan. 30-31.

“it was marie murphy, our 
church secretary, and her hus-
band Paul, a retired miramichi/
Toronto police officer, who 
found the doors bashed in,” said 
Thomas Nisbett, priest-in-charge 
in the Parish of Newcastle, Nel-
son & hardwicke on Jan. 31.

“A person (or persons) broke 
into the st. Andrew’s Parish hall, 
214 Pleasant street, miramichi,” 
he said. “in all honesty, the cost 
of repairing the damages is far 
greater than the value of the 
items stolen.”

They got away with a flat 
screen TV about seven or eight 
years old from the crocker 
room; a small change box with 

Thieves steal cash,  
TV from St. Andrew’s, 
leave a big mess

about $5 in it; and an office cash-
box containing about $60. 

The thieves smashed in the 
doors of two offices, and both 
door frames have been signifi-
cantly damaged, said Thomas.

“we believe that the front 
door was jimmied open,” said 
Thomas.  “we also suspect that 
at least one of the perpetrators 
knew exactly where to find cer-
tain things (like keys and cash 
box) once inside the building.”

repairs are underway and 
they are re-assessing security 
protocols, said Thomas.  The 
police have not identified any 
suspects, but this is the third 
church broken into in the past 
few weeks.

Thomas said his parishioners 
are shaken up by the break-in.  

Rebuild 
planned for 
pro-life  
association
The New Brunswick right to 
life Association plans to rebuild 
its mother and child house in 
Fredericton. An accidental fire 
destroyed the house at the end of 
July, forcing the group to tempo-
rarily relocate. 

The building has served as the 
association’s provincial head-
quarters since 2000. The group’s 
women’s care center, serving 
pregnant mothers in need, was 
also located there. 

“it was so sad to see the house 
go,” said executive director 
heather hughes. “But we look 
forward to a brand new, energy-
efficient building better suited to 
our needs.” 

The new mother and child 
house will be located on the 
same site.  
     “The downtown location 
is good for serving our pri-
mary clientele, young pregnant 
women,” ms. hughes said. 

The women’s care center has 
served over 2,000 women since 
2003.  
     “Thanks to the center’s ser-

vices, several hundred women 
changed their minds about 
having abortions. New Bruns-
wick children are now alive as a 
result,” hughes pointed out. 

The centre is one of the few 
in canada to offer women an 
ultrasound of their pregnancy.  

ms. hughes, who took over 
from long-time director Peter 
ryan in september, said insur-
ance will cover most of the 
cost of a new building. how-

ever, about $200,000 will still be 
needed.  
     “we are entrusting this 
need to the lord and his good 
friends!” hughes commented. 

Donations are tax-deductible, 
and may be sent to NB right to 
life, PO Box 113, stn. A, Freder-
icton NB e3B 4Y2. 

The association may be 
reached at 1-888-796-9600, nbrl.
assist@nb.aibn.com  or www.
nbrighttolife.ca   

The headquarters of the NB Right to Life Association burned 
last summer and had to be torn down. The group will rebuild.

submitted photo

What to send to the public archives
Wondering what is worth 
preserving and what is not as 
you clean out that parish office, 
storeroom or basement? Here’s a 
list to help make the best deci-
sions. Questions can be directed 
to PANB at 506-453-2122.

 
•  Vestry: minutes and sup-
porting records; names of mem-
bers of Vestry (annual)
•  leGal: Deeds, leases and 
grants of land; deeds/petitions 
of consecration; any property 
records including expired insur-
ance policies
•  Financial recOrDs
cOrresPOnDence
serVice reGisters (now 
called Vestry BOOKs)
•  Parish reGisters: Bap-
tisms; marriages; burials; confir-
mations; lists of parishioners
•  OrGaniZatiOns/cOM-
Mittees: e.g. Anglican church 
women (Acw); guilds  
•  PUBlicatiOns: Parish 
newsletters 
•  sUnDay schOOl re-
cOrDs
•  GiFts tO the chUrch: 
memorials; trusts; wills

•  annUal rePOrts 
•  MaPs
•  ARCHITECTURAL PLANS/
strUctUral chanGes 
•  CEMETERIES: especially 
plans
•  PARISH HISTORIES
•  PHOTOGRAPHS
•  PROGRAMS OF SPECIAL 

serVices
•  NEWSCLIPPINGS & 
scraPBOOKs
•  CLERGY: Appointments; 
diaries; obituaries
• BOUNDARY CHANGES
• BUILDING INVENTORIES
•  SERMONS (SPECIAL)

The Public Archives of New Brunswick is on the campus of the 
University of New Brunswick in Fredericton and is open to the public. 
Anglican records are stored there under optimal conditions for 
preservation. 

mcknight photo

St. George’s church in Bathurst has expanded its outreach 
program and found a new ministry. The Volunteer Centre 
Food Bank next door to the church is closed on holidays, 
but since Thanksgiving, church helpers have been serving 
soup, sandwiches, cookies, tea and coffee to clients from 
the volunteer centre. It’s the perfect opportunity to make 
sure no one goes hungry, says Wanetta Walls, the parish 
communications officer for St. George’s. From left are helpers 
Nora, Bereket, Sybil and Katie. 

submitted photo

We’re open on holidays!

All Saints Church,  
Marysville,  

challenges Fredericton-area  
parishes to bowling for  

Bishop McAllister College,  
Uganda, March 25,  

Bowl-A-Drome, 301 Main St.  
Info: Harold Staples 472-9254

It’s on!
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For the poor, shame is often a constant companion

By terence chanDra

my wife and i were first 
made aware of our 
son’s poor teeth when 

we took him to see the dentist 
over a complaint concerning 
what we naively thought was just 
one cavity. 

As sam lay beneath the sterile 
glare of those fluorescent white 
lights, the dentist probed his 
open mouth, speaking to him in 
the soft and dulcet tones used 
by adults to sooth and placate 
nervous children. 

From time-to-time, how-
ever, she would — in a far more 
clinical voice — call out certain 
codes to her assistant, codes 
which i could only guess were in 
reference to the kinds of cavities 
her trained eye was identifying 
in my son’s mouth. 

“3mOD,” she would say 
coldly, interrupting her own 

so bad?
here’s what i’m getting at: 

There’s a lot of shame and guilt 
that comes with finding out that 
your kid has bad teeth. 

however, that sense of shame 
and guilt is not mitigated but, 
rather, intensified if you hap-
pen to be a single parent living 
in poverty (and, hence, at a 
statistically greater risk of having 
children with poor dentition).

 in fact, we have observed 
that, for many people living in 
poverty, the shame surrounding 
tooth decay is emblematic of a 
far greater shame that comes 
with being poor.

indeed, if there’s one thing 
i’ve learned about poverty in the 
course of my three years of min-
istry in inner-city saint John, 
it’s this: Poverty is one great 
quagmire of shame. 

For example, i just recently 
met one man who was ashamed 
of the fact that he never finished 
high school and, despite being in 
his 30s, is barely able to read. 

Before that, i met a woman 
who was ashamed of the fact 
that she didn’t know how to 
cook a simple meal from scratch 
using basic ingredients. 

But the shame often runs 
deeper than these relatively 
superficial things. it can flow 

from sexual abuse experienced 
at an early age or a mental illness 
that has made the task of living 
nearly impossible. 

i even, at one time, befriend-
ed a young man who would 
punctuate nearly every other 
sentence with the phrase, “i’m so 
ashamed!” 

whenever he said that, he 
seemed to be speaking, not only 
for himself, but for his entire 
family — indeed, for his entire 
neighbourhood.

intertwined with the eco-
nomic issue of poverty and all of 
its accompanying ills there is the 
spiritual problem of shame — a 
collective and pervasive shame 
that holds whole neighbour-
hoods in its grip. 

Needless to say, any church 
community that lives in such a 
neighbourhood and is intent on 
serving it must bear this in mind. 

No doubt it is a fine thing 
to offer free meals, run literacy 
classes, offer addictions recovery 
programs and even provide free 
dental care services. 

however, as we do so, we 
must not treat our impoverished 
neighbours as mere objects of 
our charity — guinea pigs upon 
whom we inflict our good deeds. 
(indeed, this only intensifies an 
already great shame). 

instead, as we go about serv-
ing them, we must offer them 
the same dignity and respect as 
we would anyone else. This may, 
frighteningly enough, involve 
allowing them to serve us. 

in short, we must bestow 
upon them the honour that 
every other human being is due 
as beloved creations of a god for 
whom christ died. 

This, perhaps, is the great-
est service that any church can 
provide: to exorcise the spirit of 
shame that holds so many of our 
neighbours in its grip.

i’ll end this post on a posi-
tive note. Thanks to both the 
fine dental coverage provided 
by our Diocese and some highly 
competent dentists, all of my 
son’s teeth were fixed (thank-
fully, without any need for an 
extraction). 

we were then able to main-
tain his new thousand-dollar 
smile with a strict dental care 
routine that we had instituted 
the day after that fateful first ap-
pointment. 

we greatly limited his sugar 
intake (which, to our surprise, 
was coming from a pre-bedtime 
glass of milk) and insisted on 
following a twice (sometimes 
thrice) daily routine of flossing, 
brushing and rinsing. 

Once those cavities were fixed, 
so was our sense of shame and 
guilt. it would be a joy to see the 
far greater shame experienced by 
our friends and neighbours now 
living in poverty lifted also. 

The Rev. Terence Chandra 
and his wife, the Rev. Jasmine 
Chandra, run the Central Saint 
John Community Ministry. 
Reprinted with permission from 
penniesandsparrows.org, the 
blog of the Central Saint John 
Community Ministry.

stream of soothing chit-chat. 
every time she did this, i felt 

a cold stab of anxiety. indeed, 
my son had not one, not two, 
but five or more cavities. By the 
time we left her office that day, 
Jasmine was nearly in tears and 
we both felt like the world’s most 
incompetent parents.

To make matters worse, we 
eventually realized that, in order 
for all of our son’s cavities to be 
treated, he would have to go to 
the Or in either saint John, or 
for less of a wait time, sussex. 

There, he would be put to 
sleep by an anesthetist while 
a dentist tinkered away in his 
open mouth, all the while (as we 
imagined) cursing the incompe-
tent and neglectful parents who 
had allowed their kids teeth to 
rot in this manner. 

Needless to say, the anxiety 
that my wife and i endured dur-
ing that six-month long waiting 
period between diagnosis and 
surgery was considerable. 

would the procedure take 
place before sam’s dental situa-
tion worsened and extractions 
were necessary? 

how would he cope with the 
pain of the tooth aches between 
now and then? is it safe for a 
child that young (sam was four 
at the time) to undergo general 

anesthesia? 
And, in ad-

dition to all of 
these questions, 
there were the 
feelings of guilt 
and shame — 
feelings that 
were vocalized 
in the hardest 
question of all: 
how could we 
have allowed 
the situation to 
have become 

We have observed that, 
for many people living in 

poverty, the shame  
surrounding tooth decay  

is emblematic of a far 
greater shame that  

comes with being poor.

To celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday, Trinity Anglican Church 
in Saint John developed a Sesquicentennial Program of talks, 
music and community exploration walks that runs every 
second Sunday all year. These photos are of a hymn sing and 
commentary led by Mel Fawcett on Jan. 29. In February, the 
Kiwanis Club told their story of 90 years of work in Saint John, 
and on Feb. 26, Harold Wright gave a talk on the magic of Dan 
Ross and Russell Whitebone. On March12, UKES4U will give 
an Irish concert and singalong, and on March 26 educator 
Glen Hall will present a lecture on his career as a teacher. 
On May 21, the program will become an outdoor walk n’ talk 
led by David Goss and others in the downtown, and after 
Thanksgiving, the program will move indoors again. 

Year-long  
celebration!

submitted photo
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Alleluia! Diocesan Choir School turns 60
By chris hayes

we’ve come a long way from the 
year 1957, when the seeds for 
the first Diocesan choir school 
bore fruit, resulting in the first 
gathering in 1958.   
     That first group met at what 
was then rothesay collegiate 
school, and we continue to meet 
these days in the same place, 
now rothesay-Netherwood 
school. 
     many musical trends have be-
come a part of musical worship 
over these years, from the influ-
ence of folk music to elements of 
pop and rock music.  

Through it all, choir school 
has sung traditional hymns in 
traditional setting, modern an-
thems, and worship music from 
other parts of the world. 

multi-part choral singing has 
been the constant throughout, 
and we continue to sing music 
that challenges, inspires and 
excites.

This year, our 60th anniversa-
ry, features what we hope is both 
a celebration and thanksgiving 
to god for the past six decades, 
and also a continued intention 
to sing music that speaks to the 
church today, and that continues 
to help us all grow in our spiri-
tual lives in christ.  
     it has been a thrill for me 
to share in the lives of kids 
that have grown up with choir 
school — to hear their stories, 
and to see them experience 
music in deeper and increasingly 
meaningful ways.  

i’ve met many new people 
over the years, and i look for-
ward to that continuing.

choir school will be do-
ing some new things this year, 
including the overseeing of a 
hymn competition that will be 
available to writers everywhere.    

look for more information 
on that in the coming months.  
     we will also be singing cho-
ral evensong at Trinity church 
in uptown saint John on Thurs., 
July 6th at 7 p.m. (Trinity has 
been like a second home for us), 
and then capping off the week 
with a Festal choral evensong 
at christ church cathedral 
on sunday, July 9 at 3:30 p.m.   
     These services will feature 
a fully sung liturgy, along with 
some favourite hymns and an-
thems by both the junior choir 
and adult choir.

it’s hard to describe a life-
changing event in words, and 
i have met others like me, 
who, upon experiencing choir 
school, struggle to explain its 
importance to them fully.  

it’s the music, but more than 
that, it’s the people, but more 
than that, it’s even more than the 
chocolate pudding at the dining 
hall!   
     Perhaps it’s all of this, and, 
more, and the opportunities that 
are afforded when some people 
get together to focus on a com-
mon effort. 

god’s hand, i firmly believe, 
has been in the midst of choir 
school throughout its time, 
shaping and forming all who 
get involved (nothing wrong 
with being musical clay under a 
divine - and i believe musical - 
Potter!).  

we wish to invite all former 
choristers to consider com-
ing back for another week this 
summer (youth July 2-9, adults 
from July 6-9).   
     whether you’ve been away 
for a few years or longer, this 
may be a chance to rekindle a 
musical passion in you that can 
be expressed in the church.  

in answer to a question i am 
often asked, “No, you do not 
have to be already a part of a 
church choir!” 
     we’d also like to invite anyone 

TOP:  Ready for Evensong Service at St. Paul’s, Rothesay. Crucifer 
Greg VanBuskirk prepares to lead the way, with housemother Isabelle 
VanBuskirk helping out. 

ABOVE:  Just in case you thought choir school was all work and no play... 
David Ingalls ponders what pushing an orange around on the floor 
with his nose has to do with singing in a choir.

who has thought about coming 
to take the plunge this year.  
     we are always aware that 
money for fees for choir school 
can be an issue, and we have 
made an effort to make funds 
available to those who might 
need them. 

Not only do we have a family 
discount, taking off $30 for ev-
ery person in the same house-
hold who comes, we also have 
bursaries available. 

we offer a special thanks to 
the crake Foundation, which 
has made a number of bursaries 
available, and would also remind 
readers of the hall Bursary, 
available through the Diocese.

You are welcome to check 
out our website at www.angli-
canchoirschool.com for more 
information, or to download a 
registration form. 

Forms will also be available 
soon at an Anglican church 
near you.

we’re really looking forward 
to this year and we hope that 
friends, old and new alike, will 
join us to celebrate, give thanks 
to god for these past years, and 
experience the gift of music-

making together. Alleluia!
Visit this site for information 

on the hall bursary: anglican.
nb.ca/admin/$assistance/

The Rev. Chris Hayes is the 
Diocesan Choir School’s 
administrative director and a 
long-time attendee.

submitted photos
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By Gisele McKniGht

Jonathan Young died on a Friday, in 
his bed, surrounded by a dozen family 
members who loved him fiercely.

They had literally been by his side for 
the 14 months of his battle with a brain 
tumour — his parents, brother, grand-
parents, uncles, aunts and cousins.

it’s been two and-a-half years since 
Jonathan, 11, died. while the fam-
ily attends st. David’s united church 
in rothesay, one of his summers was 
spent at camp medley, and it is there 
that a memorial will stand to remem-
ber the little boy who loved singing, 
dancing, drama and camp.

A fundraising campaign is under-
way to build an outdoor amphitheatre 
so that kids for many years will be 
able to sing, dance, perform and enjoy 
the summer camp experience, just as 
Jonathan did.

The idea came from retired Bishop 
claude miller, who has a long associa-
tion with camp medley going back to 
his childhood. more recently on a visit 
to the camp as bishop, he realized the 
need for an outdoor facility.

“There was a production by the kids 
on a makeshift stage they’d built,” he said. 
“when i walked away from it, i thought 
maybe we needed a little theatre.”

claude and Jonathan’s grandfather 
are friends; Jonathan’s parents, Neil 
and Angela, and claude’s daughter 
and son-in-law are friends; and Jona-
than’s brother, Adam, and claude’s 
grandson are friends.

The project
After Jonathan’s death, claude 

thought a lot about him and his time 
at camp medley. 

“i was thinking about how much 
he’d enjoyed camp,” said claude. “we 

were all mourning Jonathan’s death. 
Then i thought maybe his family would 
be interested in a memorial. i thought 
about this for more than a year.”

he saw an amphitheatre in the 
Bathurst area that caught his eye, so he 
took a photo, and recently, while drop-
ping off his grandson at the Youngs, 
he brought up the subject and showed 
them what he had in mind.

“claude said, ‘There’s a project i’ve 
been thinking about. i’d like to do it in 
memory of Jonathan,’” said Angela.

“They thought it would be wonder-
ful,” said claude.

Next, claude brought Bishop David 
edwards to meet the Youngs and dis-
cuss the project.

“i’m very pleased that this project 
is going ahead. it will add yet another 
element to our camping ministry,” said 
Bishop David.

“i’m very grateful to the Youngs for 
their thoughtfulness with regard to the 
camp. i know that Jonathan enjoyed 
his time there and this will be a fitting 
memorial to him and his interests.”

Architect greg murdock is still 
tweaking the plans, but the hope is 
the amphitheatre will be built on a 
concrete foundation, and feature a 
central fireplace, electricity, lighting 
and a sound system. it will be wheel-
chair accessible. Above the fireplace, 
claude envisions a plaque to remem-
ber Jonathan. 

its uses will include theatre, wor-
ship, campfires, skits and music. its 
location will be between the last cabin 
and the river, facing up toward the 
large central playing field.

“we’d like to have it finalized for 
this year,” said claude. “if it was fin-
ished by the end of June, that would 
be wonderful.”

Jonathan at camp
Jonathan was almost 8 when he went 

to camp medley in 2011. his mom 
allowed him to go because Adam, three 
years older, would be there the same 
week, as would a large group of children 
from their circle of friends.

The week turned out to be a lot of fun 
for the group, and Jonathan loved camp.

“he liked everything about it,” said 
Angela. “he was a very social kid. it 
was really nice. All 10 of them were 
together.”

Tuck, though, was Jonathan’s 
favourite part of camp. The daily ritual 
of visiting the camp’s little candy shop 
is certainly a highlight for many, and 

Jonathan loved candy.
Jonathan turned 10 in early August, 

2013, and that’s when the headaches 
began. he got a monopoly game for 
his birthday and had to stop playing 
the game because of a sudden, intense 
headache.

The family was on vacation in 
maine a few days later when the vom-
iting began, accompanied by more 
headaches. But it wasn’t all the time. 
in between, Jonathan was swimming 
and playing like any 10-year-old.

Then they drove to Ottawa to visit 
a family member who had cancer, and 
Jonathan began walking oddly side-
ways, looking like he might fall over.    

remembered

Jonathan Young  
Memorial Ampitheatre  

to be built at Camp Medley

PHOTOS, TOP LEFT: 
Jonathan, (centre, wearing hat) 
and his brother Adam at camp, 
with camp staff Robert Maguire 
(left) and Charles Harding 
(right).

TOP RIGHT: Jonathan in 
hospital with his buddy and 
brother, Adam, by his side.

RIGHT: A depiction of what the 
structure would look like, with 
a fireplace for campfires in the 
centre, and above it, a plaque 
honouring the memory of 
Jonathan.
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That got the attention of his father, 
Neil, an emergency room doctor at 
the saint John regional hospital.

“Neil gave him the finger test, and 
his pupil did something weird,” said 
Angela.

Neil consulted his brother, graeme, 
also an emergency room physician, 
and they decided to go to the chil-
dren’s hospital of eastern Ontario.

“we were in and out in 45 min-
utes,” said Jonathan’s mom. “i was 
sort of worried, but the er doctor 
downplayed it. But whatever that eye 
movement was, it scared me.”

On the way back to New Bruns-
wick, the headaches and vomiting 

progressed to the point where they 
thought about stopping at the Dr. ev-
erett chalmers hospital in Frederic-
ton. But they talked to a doctor friend 
who told them to come to the saint 
John regional the next day. 

“There was a whole battery of tests,” 
said Angela.

The mri told the story, “and all of 
a sudden, things started happening,” 
she said.

The diagnosis
The medical professionals, many of 

whom they knew, told them Jonathan 
had a brain tumor. he was taken by 
ambulance to the iwk hospital in 
halifax almost immediately. And 
from that day on, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends surround-
ed Jonathan and his family with love, 
comfort and support.

Two weeks had passed since the 
first intense headache, and three days 
later, he would undergo a lengthy 
surgery to remove the tumour.

“The night before, i thought, ‘i 
don’t know how i’m going to send 
this kid off to surgery,’ but he wasn’t 
scared,” said Angela.

After many hours, the neurosur-
geon told them they’d gotten every-
thing except a little piece.

“Neil and graeme were thrilled,” said 
Angela. “They said, ‘we’re not out of the 
woods but we’re through the woods.’”

A meeting with the tumour team 
and the surgeon a few days later 
confirmed it was medulloblastoma, 
the most common cancerous brain 
tumour in children, and one that’s 
treatable. 

remembered

Jonathan Young  
Memorial Ampitheatre  

to be built at Camp Medley

After coming home for the labour 
Day weekend, it was back to halifax 
for six weeks of radiation treatment. 
Jonathan, Angela and Neil would 
leave their home in rothesay on sun-
day, and stay in an apartment monday 
to Friday while their son underwent 
30 rounds of treatment.

“i cried every day,” said Angela. 
The first scan showed the tumour 

was not entirely gone. Next up was a 
plan for chemotherapy from Decem-
ber to the following November, start-
ing at the iwk hospital and continu-
ing in saint John.

Jonathan returned to school in Oc-
tober, starting grade 5. Because of his 
treatment schedule, the school held 
an early christmas concert, where 
Jonathan sang I’m Gettin’ Nuttin’ for 
Christmas. 

“That christmas, we were really on 
a high,” said Angela.

At march break they had a good 
report. But as his treatments contin-
ued, so did the ravages of both the 
disease and its remedy — hearing loss, 
hair loss, nausea, dental issues.

a trip to toronto
Jonathan’s favourite singer was 

katy Perry, and her song, Roar, was 
one he particularly liked. Perry was on 
tour the summer of 2014. The Youngs 
didn’t dare leave canada, but she had 
a concert scheduled in Toronto.

Though Neil was reluctant, they 
decided to surprise the boys with a 
quick trip to Toronto. in July they 
visited the cN Tower on day one, 
attended the concert the next day 
and then flew home. it is a priceless 

memory the family cherishes.
in early August, exactly one year 

after Jonathan’s symptoms began, it 
was time for another three-month 
check-up and mri at the iwk.

“we walked in the room and the 
neurologist was crying,” said Angela. 
“The tumour was back, exponentially.”

it was Aug. 13. From the mri 
in march to the one in August, the 
tumour had become aggressive and 
huge. The doctors needed time to 
formulate a plan, so “we left that day 
not knowing anything.”

chemo began again, but things 
went downhill rapidly — a drooping 
face, the loss of mobility, mini-strokes.

Another round of chemo was can-
celled as their neurologist and nurses 
tried to explain, to parents unwilling to 
give up hope, that their son was dying.

Jonathan’s condition deteriorated 
rapidly. The rev. ellen Beairsto came 
to the house to anoint him. On Thurs-
day night, Oct. 2, he grew worse.

“There were 12 of us in his room: 
Neil’s brother, his wife and three kids, 
my mom, my aunt, all of Neil’s sib-
lings,” said Angela.

Jonathan died the next afternoon, 
surrounded by those who loved him 
the most.

The budget has been finalized at 
about $100,000, and fundraising has 
begun for the Jonathan Young memo-
rial Amphitheatre. People have been 
handing Neil cheques, and at least one 
tradesman has already donated his 
time. 

if you’d like to participate, contact 
the diocese, 506-459-1801 or  
anglican.nb.ca/giving .
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Bursaries available, but deadlines loom
the MaBel c. Dean 
MeMOrial BUrsary for 
post-secondary education of 
clergy children.  
     $1,000 annual bursary in 
support of children of diocesan 
clergy at university, college, or 
other post-secondary institution. 
     eligibility is based on finan-
cial need and academic stand-
ing. Preference to applicants 
graduating from high school.     
     may be awarded to the same 
applicant in two or more years 
provided satisfactory academic 
standing is maintained. 
     mabel c. Dean special 
Bursaries may be made to 
qualified students in a financial 
emergency, provided funds are 
available. 
     application deadline: 
March 31.

• • •

anGlican FOUnDatiOn 
- theOlOGical stUDent 
BUrsary  
     Theological studies bur-
sary for those preparing for 
ministry. 
     Annual bursary assistance 
for those preparing for minis-
try in the Anglican church of 
canada. 
     eligibility - graduate level 
study, AcPO recommenda-
tion, reference from theologi-
cal educational institution, rec-
ommendation of the diocesan 
Bishop. 
     application deadline: april 1.

• • •

the scOtt clarKsOn 
eDUcatiOnal schOlar-

shiP 
    Preference is given to stu-
dents enrolling in a program 
relating to agriculture and/or 
who are residents of the Parish 
of stanley, N.B.     
     however, if the criteria is 
not met, other applications will 
be considered. 
      eligibility - Applications 
will be considered by the trust-
ees according to the following 
criteria: 
     Financial circumstances 
of the applicant, scholarship 
awards granted to the ap-
plicant and other financial 
resources available to him or 
her; scholastic record; ex-
tracurricular activities and 
community involvement; place 
of residence of the applicant; 
program in which applicant is 

enrolled in. 
     application deadline:  May 
31.

• • •

the hall MUsic BUr-
sary is given to those seeking 
education or study in church 
music — for example, Dioc-
esan choir school. 
     established in 2008 and in 
memory of malcolm charles 
hall and elizabeth edna (wet-
more) hall of woodstock, who 
offered a ministry of church 
music for many years as mem-
bers of choirs in the Parish of 
woodstock.   
     The bursaries are awarded 
by June 30 each year. 
     application deadline: June 1. 
     eligibility - Bursaries 
awarded to persons who are 

actively pursuing education 
in the discipline of christian 
church music, with preference 
given first to applicants from 
the Anglican Parish of wood-
stock who are 16 or under at 
the time of application; 
     next to applicants from the 
Parish of woodstock who are 
over 16 at the time of applica-
tion; and then to applicants of 
any age who are residents of 
the county of carleton or of 
the Diocese of Fredericton, in 
that order of preference. 
     Note: contributions to the 
original Trust (generating fu-
ture bursaries) or the bursary 
fund (added to next award) are 
welcome.

Find application forms 
here: anglican.nb.ca/
admin/$assistance/

Editor’s note: While Canadian 
currency does not have the 
reference to God, most of us 
have seen American coins, with 
the iconic maxim, many times 
in our lives.

several years ago, a friend 
and her husband were 
invited to spend the 

weekend at the husband’s em-
ployer’s home.    

The woman was nervous 
about the weekend. The boss 
was very wealthy, with a fine 
home on the waterway, and 
cars costing more than her 
house. 
     The first day and evening 
went well, and my friend was 
delighted to have this rare 
glimpse into how the very 
wealthy live. 

The husband’s employer 

was quite generous as a host, 
and took them to the finest 
restaurants. 
     knowing she would never 
have the opportunity to in-
dulge in this kind of extrava-
gance again, she was enjoying 
herself immensely. 
     As the three of them were 
about to enter an exclusive res-
taurant that evening, the boss 
was walking slightly ahead of 
his guests. 
     he stopped suddenly, look-
ing down on the pavement for 
a long, silent moment. 
     There was nothing on the 
ground except a single dark-
ened penny that someone had 
dropped, and a few cigarette 
butts. still silent, the man 
reached down and picked up 
the penny. 
     he held it up and smiled, 

then put it in his pocket as if 
he had found a great treasure.  
     “how absurd!” she thought. 
what need did this man have 
for a single penny? why would 
he even take the time to stop 
and pick it up? 
     Throughout dinner, the 
entire scene nagged at her. 
Finally, she could stand it no 
longer. she causally mentioned 
that her daughter once had a 
coin collection, and asked if 
the penny he had found had 
been of some value. 

     A smile crept across the 
man’s face as he reached into 
his pocket for the penny and 
held it out for her to see. she 
had seen many pennies before!    

what was the point of this? 
     “look at it,” he said. “read 
what it says.” 
     she read the words “united 
states of America.” 
     “No, not that; read further.” 
     “One cent?” 
     “No, keep reading.” 
     “in god we Trust?” 
     “Yes!” 

The value  
of a penny

     “And?” 
     “And if i trust in god, the 
name of god is holy, even 
on a coin. whenever i find a 
coin i see that inscription. it is 
written on every single united 
states coin, but we never seem 
to notice it!  
     “god drops a message right 
in front of me telling me to trust 
him. who am i to pass it by? 

“when i see a coin, i pray, i 
stop to see if my trust is in god 
at that moment. 

“i pick the coin up as a re-
sponse to god; that i do trust 
in him.  
     “For a short time, at least, 
i cherish it as if it were gold. i 
think it is god’s way of starting 
a conversation with me. lucky 
for me, god is patient and 
pennies are plentiful!” 
     when i was out shopping 
today, i found a penny on the 
sidewalk. i stopped and picked 
it up, and realized that i had 
been worrying and fretting in 
my mind about things i cannot 
change.  
     i read the words, “in god 
we Trust,” and had to laugh. 
Yes, god, i get the message. 

Reprinted with permission 
from www.mikeysFunnies.com

Episcopal  announcements

The rev. canon albert snel-
grove has resigned from his 
position as rector in the Parish 
of rothesay, effective Aug. 31.

• • • 

The rev. lidvald haugen-
strand, of the evangelical 
lutheran church in canada, 
is appointed interim priest-in-
charge in the Parish of west-
morland, effective Jan. 21.

• • •

 

The Rev. Canon William Mac-
Mullin and the rev. canon 
Bruce McKenna have been 
appointed honorary assistants 
in the Parish of Douglas and 
Nashwaaksis.

“Lent comes 
providentially to 
reawaken us, to 
shake us from 
our lethargy.”  

 
-- Pope Francis
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Lenten sacrifices
By Marian lanGhUs

i would be the last one to 
suggest that one should 
partake in a lenten sacri-

fice for future gain, but i want 
to share how my 2016 obser-
vance is still developing and 
rewarding me. 

For each of the 40 days last 
year, i mended things. i sewed 
up tears, replaced lost buttons 
and patched tablecloths.  

i had stacks of things to do, 
having recently bought a bed 
and breakfast with used linens. 
i had piles sorted for small and 
large projects.  
     One night i was falling off 
to sleep and i realized that i 
had not mended anything that 
day. Fortunately i had a wool 
sweater handy that needed a 
seam fixed on the shoulder. i 
was able to sew it quickly and 
return to sleep. 

my favorite day was 
working on a quilt as my 
older brother John read me the 
newspaper. we are 12 years 
apart and have spent no time 
together as adults. This bond-
ing time was a treasure. 

i have come to find out 
from this experience that i am 
a fixer, one who mends. To 
realize this about myself has 
been most insightful. 

it has also turned into a new 
business venture wherein i res-
cue old quilts, fix them and sell 

them to augment our income. 
Before my lenten observance, 
i would never have imagined 
doing so. 

i wanted to have a lenten 
observance that made a dif-
ference. mending pillowcases 
and other items most assuredly 
saved us some money, but the 
value in discovering this about 
myself was truly worthwhile.  

     i challenge others to look 
around themselves and see 
what they can mend or fix as a 
lenten practice. 

i plan on doing the same 
observance this year and to 
continue the practice as a 
lifestyle.  
 
Marian Langhus worships in the 
Parish of Gagetown. 

Marian Langhus hard at work mending a quilt during Lent last 
year. Her daily mending was a lesson in patience and commitment. 

submitted photo

Truths to guide my life

As i journey along, well 
past three score years 
and 10, i look back on 

the faithfulness of god in my 
life — his loving hands protect-
ing, guiding, and several times 
rescuing; healing and putting 
me back on my feet in his way.

Despite my wanderings, or 
maybe because of them, i can 
now say, he careth for me in 
sunshine or shadow.

my parents put me on a path 
at my baptism. And although 
they named me, i believe, after 
two aunts, Pearl and grace, i 
have come to much appreciate 
the combination, Pearl grace.

Over the years i have 
learned that just as a pearl is 
formed in an oyster only after 
much stress, so it is with us. 

it is by the grace of god 
alone that i can say, “i know 

that my redeemer liveth.”
i heard god’s call to give 

myself to him in my teen 
years, and later while in 
university in halifax, through 
the ministry of inter-varsity 
christian Fellowship and st. 
Paul’s Anglican church.  

Away from close fellowship, 
i’ve stumbled, often through 
my own willfulness. some-
times, as i’ve journeyed on, 
i’ve wondered, and, shouted at 
god: “You promised to make 
me a new creature!” but some-
how i didn’t have to look very 
far to see much of the old me.

Years ago i had read Dr. 
Albert cliff ’s book, Let Go and 
Let God in which he discussed 
the following scriptures:

Thou wilt keep him in per-
fect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Thee. (Is. 26:3)

Be ye kind to one another, 
tender hearted, forgiving one 
another. (Eph. 4:32)

If any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature. (II Cor. 5:17)

i’ve tried to allow these 
truths to guide my life, and i’ve 
realized that it is only by god’s 
enabling, by his holy spirit, 
that this new life is possible.    
     But lately i have sensed 
something more and it came 
about this way. sick with the 
cold, i tuned in to Living Truth 
for charles Price’s christmas 
message.

‘his name shall be called 
immanuel, god with us, god 
in a human body (Jesus).’   

But charles didn’t stop 
there, for this is only part of 
the story. he came for us, to 
save us, to die and live again; 
that he might live in us and 
through us by his holy spirit.

god with us, god for us, god 
in us and living through us. This 
is the message of the gospel!

And to make the message 
even more real for me, i later 
read a historical fiction book 
by Davis Bunn and Jeanette 
Oke, entitled The Hidden 
Flame, the second in the Acts 
of Faith series.    
     here are depicted scenes with 
some early church members, 
including the apostles Peter and 
stephen, members of the sanhe-
drin and saul of Tarsus.

And i realized afresh that it 
is he that moves upon us and 
shines his light within us, and 

says, ‘give the darkness (the 
hurts, the pain, the disobedi-
ence, the anger, the unforgive-
ness) to me, and i will give you 
rest (peace). i love you! Allow 
me to live in you and trans-
form you, and through you to 
reach others.’  
     it is the Father’s work to draw 
people to faith in himself; to de-
liver, to heal, and to fill with his 
spirit. my need is to surrender 
myself, my will, at all times and 
in all places to him, and to seek 
his Face; to listen, and, to obey. 
he is to be trusted!

in The Hidden Flame, p. 
230, are these words: it is “a 
question of your life! Do you 
wish the lord Jesus to be 
central to all you are and all 
you do? Do you wish to be 
transformed? Do you wish to 
be healed on the inside?”    
Pearl Hazen is a retired librar-
ian and layreader at Trinity 
Church, Sussex.

The celebration of Gaudete Sunday (3rd Sunday of Advent) in 
the Parish of Newcastle-Nelson-Hardwicke, held at St. Andrew’s, 
Newcastle-Miramichi, was a colourful affair. From left: Cynthia 
Hillier, crucifer & epistler; David Woulds, master of ceremonies 
& server of the mass; Rev. Thomas Nisbett, chief celebrant and 
preacher; Rev. Rose Steeves, deacon of the mass; Olive Trevors, lay 
reader and intercessor. 

Gaudete Sunday: a study in contrasts
in the days when organs, 

hymns and flowers were 
banned during the season 
of Advent, the key exception 
was gaudete sunday – the 
Third sunday of Advent (pro-
nounced gow-day-tay). 

The name “gaudete sun-
day” is taken from the words 
of the old latin eucharist 
introit for the day, gaudete in 
Domino semper, “rejoice in 
the lord always.”

Because of the more jubilant 
tenor of gaudete sunday, rose 
colored (pink) vestments may 
be used instead of the normal 
violet, purple or blue ones. 

in addition, the rose colored 
candle of the Advent wreath, 
customarily called the “shep-
herds candle” is lit, and repre-
sents joy at the lord’s coming. 

like its counterpart, 
laetare sunday celebrated 
on the 4th sunday in lent, 
gaudete sunday is a tempo-
rary “break” from the more 
penitential, waiting style the 
Advent season to a more 
expectant, joyful tone signify-
ing the nearness of the lord’s 
coming at christmas, and at 
his second coming at the last 
days.

Through the scriptures 
we are called, especially at 
gaudete sunday (Philippians 
4:4-5) to:

rejoice in the lord always. 
Again i will say, rejoice!

let your gentleness be 
known to all men. The lord is 
at hand.

come, let us shout for joy..., 
for the saviour is near. Amen.

colleen carroll-nisbett photo
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TOP: The congregation of Trinity Church 
in the Parish of Andover gathered for a 
turkey dinner and fellowship on Jan. 7. 
Many volunteers came together to prepare 
the meal, serve it and clean up.  It was 
Christmas dinner with “family” for those 
who were alone during the holidays, and 
everyone had a great time. 

MIDDLE: The Rev. Stephen Harnish in 
the Parish of Andover opened his home 
to parishioners on Dec. 3 for a potluck 
get-together. He does this each year and 
everyone enjoys the food and fellowship 
very much. From left: Amy Lockhart, 
Debbie Latour, Ransford Lockhart, Ron 
Latour and Pastor Weigold of the Bethany 
and St. Peter’s Lutheran churches in New 
Denmark.

BOTTOM: St. Nicholas came to visit 
Trinity Church in the Parish of Andover on 
Dec. 5. One child, Grace Desjardins, was 
in attendance. She and St. Nicholas gave 
out candy canes, oranges and gold coins/
candy to the congregation.  As the photo 
shows, Grace is clearly enjoying the visit. 
At extreme left is Father Stephen Harnish, 
priest-in-charge of Trinity Church.  tammy bragdon photos
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God’s hand  
at work: the  
journey begins

By harOlD Mcinnis

In part 1, the team learned on a 
Friday that their family would 
arrive on Monday, and it would 
be not just one family, but two. 
 
Our group agreed to take on 
a family and their extended 
family — yes, two! A father, 
mother and adult daughter in 
one household; and their son, 
daughter-in-law and their five-
year-old grandson in the other, 
with a baby on the way in July!

so we were now responsible 
for these two families:

Father - ramadan samir, 
male, born 1950

mother - ilias wedad, fema-
le, born 1955

Daughter - mara Touk 
maha, female, born 1988

son - ramadan moham-
mad, male, born 1981

Daughter-in-law - ramadan 
ruba, female, born 1987

grandson - ramadan sa-
mir, male, born 2011  

This news arrived Friday 
afternoon; the family’s arrival 
was monday at noon, so we 
needed to start work immedi-
ately, but anxiety was building.

The YmcA set-up Team got 
the two apartments and beds, 
but nothing else. The good 
news was that their apartments 
were close to each other. 

i got the keys to the apart-
ments, the invoice for the mat-
tresses and that was it. 

we needed to get every-
thing else set up for them, 
as well as prepare to educate 
them on a lot of basic things, 
as needed. 

we had no idea what they 
knew or didn’t know about liv-
ing in canada.

we felt really pumped and 
excited. we didn’t think we 
had to do set-up, but that 
changed and became part of 
the welcoming Team’s duties. 

however, it would not cost 
us anything, per se, other than 
what we would personally 

Part 2 of a series on refugee  
resettlement in Saint John

After a whirlwind of preparation over a very busy weekend, the Saint John team put together two 
apartments for the arrival of a young family and their extended family. The group consists of an older 
couple, their adult daughter, their adult son, his wife and their five-year-old son. A second baby was to 
arrive three months later. This photos shows the two families and some of the Saint John team having 
lunch together on day one. Clockwise, from top left: Laurelle LeVert, Ahmed the translator, Harold 
McInnis, Ann McInnis, Wedad Ilias, John Paul Westin, Maha Maratouk, Samir Ramadan, Mohammad 
Ramadan, Samir, Sr. Ramadan, Ruba Ramadan.

donate.
All the documents i re-

ceived from the YmcA in the 
welcome kit were reviewed. 
There were lots of things to do 
and more paperwork. 

we were now officially 
Team # 65.

we were given a suggested 
list of basic supplies, which we 
should have ready for mon-
day. we were also given a list 
of things to expect on arrival 
day, as well as Value Village 
vouchers. 

it was a lot to take in as 
we honestly did not think we 
would be responsible for much 
of the apartment set-up, and 
that was a big part of it, at that 
point.

so Friday evening we took 
our list and off we went shop-
ping to gather all the necessary 
items, including curtain rods, 
cleaning supplies and initial 
grocery order. 

By arrival time on monday, 
we had to have the curtains 
up, apartment fully cleaned, an 
initial supply of groceries, and 
have those beds put together. 

what made this a challenge 
was the fact that we knew 
nothing about the family’s 
background, education levels, 
english language skills, their 
previous life in syria — abso-
lutely nothing! 

All we knew was that they 
had been in a hotel in Freder-
icton for a month, before they 
were assigned to come to saint 
John. we were on our own. 

Because of this we felt we 
were in a catch-22 situation. 
we knew we had to get furni-
ture and things in the apart-
ment for when they arrived, 
but to be respectful of them, 
we could not get too much 
as we had no idea what their 
tastes were. 

we went in to begin to 
prepare their bright, fresh 
apartments on saturday. Their 
fridges were stocked for their 
arrival. 

Thanks to John Paul, caro-
lyn, larry, katherine, steve, 
Joe, sam, Jane, Peter and sarah 
for all your hard work cleaning 
and getting things up in less 
than 48 hours. 

Thanks to all who spent 
their saturday and sunday 
with me, giving up their per-
sonal time. god Bless you! 

At this point we were still 
in need of dressers, lamps, 
tables and chairs, sofas, shower 
curtains, pots and pans, sheets 
and blankets, plates, cups, 
cooking utensils and other 
household items. 

so a call went out to all 
three parishes — coldbrook 
and st. mary, saint John (Trin-
ity) and st. mark (stone). 

Amazing! By the end of 
the weekend, just a few final 
touches for monday remained 
to be done.

monday began with three of 
us going to lancaster Baptist 
church to pick up some dishes 
and cutlery before the family 
arrived. 

At 11 a.m. John Paul, Ann, 
steve, laurelle, greg, Joanne 
and i gathered to meet the 
families. Along with other 
welcoming teams, we were 
anxiously waiting, not know-
ing what to expect.

The two families arrived by 
bus at the YmcA around 11:30 
am from Fredericton.

The mother, father, daugh-
ter, son, daughter-in-law and 
child (with another one on the 

way), arrived with smiles on 
their faces. You could see how 
happy they were.

we were told it would be 
quite the emotional moment, 
and it was!

we knew at that moment 
we made the right choice with 
this family. what a match for 
our team! we knew we would 
be friends for a long time. 

The moment we met 
these families, we just felt the 
warmth exuding from them. 

we discovered they had a 
bit of knowledge of english, 
but we had two interpreters 
(both named Ahmed, co-inci-
dentally.) what great guys! 

we had four carloads of 
their belongings and off we 
went to the two apartments. 

One, who couldn’t be with 
us on the weekend because of 
a sad event in her life, was with 
us when they arrived, and she 
was so glad to be there, helping 
with her sadness. 

what we did not have were 
some chairs to sit on. we were 
advised that they would prob-
ably sit on the floor to eat.     

Not this family — they were 
chair sitters like us.  
     But we improvised and sat 
on the boxes of their belong-
ings. They wanted all of us to 
sit, and they would stand. well, 
we made them sit.

lunches arrived for all of us 
from The Taste of egypt, to eat 
with them in their new apart-
ments.

As we were having our deli-
cious lunch, we had to explain 
what things we needed to do 
immediately: bank, saint John 
energy and so on. Off we went.

laurelle took five-year-old 
samir out to the yard with his 
bike. he was so happy! what a 
joy to see! 

later laurelle went and 
bought a whole lot of sup-
plies; Jane, sam and larry took 
the family to walmart in the 
evening.  
     we even had people check-
ing out baby items for the 
pending birth of a baby boy. 
That’s where teamwork comes 
in, even though some are not 
on the official team!

it was an awesome day, both 
spiritually and emotionally. To 
quote Jane, when she first met 
the family, “They are lovely.” 

The family was so happy 
and gracious; you could just 
feel it. while we did not yet 
know their story, we knew they 
would be our family for a long 
time.

it is such a joy that three 
churches in our archdeanery 
have come together in fellow-
ship, to do this giving of our 
time, treasures and talent.

Next month: settling in.

Harold McInnis is a member of 
St. Mary & St. Bartholomew’s 
Anglican Church in the Parish of 
Coldbrook and St. Mary.

submitted photo
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what’s  
new in  

the diocese?

The Diocesan Resource Centre has a new 
home at the Threshold Ministries library on 
Mountain View Road in Saint John. You can 
browse the diocesan-Threshold Ministries 
catalogue online at this link: http://anglican.
nb.ca/library/opac . Anglicans are welcome to 
visit and borrow books and other resources 
for personal and parish ministry use. Pictured 
here are Cheryl Jacobs, who set up the online 
catalogue, and Janet Edwards, Threshold 
Ministries’ library supervisor.  

RIGHT:  On Sunday, Jan. 15, Bishop David Edwards celebrated the 
confirmation of three adults at the Church of the Good Shepherd in the Parish 
of Lancaster. Rick Snow, Lori Maker and Dorothy Shephard had been taking 
instruction from their rector, the Rev. Chris McMullen since October. Each 
candidate was presented by their spouse and a fellow parishioner in a moving 
ceremony. Bibles were presented to each candidate after their ceremony and the 
congregation enjoyed a lovely corn chowder lunch after the service.

BELOW:  Ella Jane, the daughter of DJ and Jennifer Paterson, was baptized Jan. 
8 at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Florenceville, in the Parish of Wicklow, 
Wilmot, Peel & Aberdeen. At right is rector Bob LeBlanc officiating.
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Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as a priest serving in 
the Parish of Salisbury and 
Havelock. 

Watoto Children’s Choir full of signs and wonders
The watoto children’s 

choir effort has been 
touring the world since 

1994, sharing music with audi-
ences as diverse as retirement 
homes and state parliaments; 
church congregations and 
music festivals.   
     The entity is actually a 
group of choirs, and their ef-
forts support the continued de-
velopment of watoto villages 
in uganda, which provide 
housing and parental oversight 
to orphaned children 

“watoto,” in swahili, means 
children, so technically this is 
the children children’s choir, 
but let’s not get caught up on 
that. 
      Their concerts consist of 
singing, dancing and story-
telling. All of the children 
involved have lost one or both 
parents. They tell stories of 
hardship, yet faithful persever-
ance, and of great thankfulness 
for the opportunities and expe-
riences that come from touring 
the world. 

On their latest tour, they are 

presenting music from their 
latest cD, Signs and Wonders. 
      Now it should be said 
upfront that most of the music 
they sing was not originally 
created by them. 

They use other christian 
artists’ songs, but present them 
in a new way. ugandan kids 
trying to imitate the steven 
curtis chapman’s style would 
be a harrowing experience, in 
my opinion!  
     Thankfully, they do not go 
that route.  
     Filling out their repertoire 
are a number of songs of Afri-
can origin, sometimes refor-
matted for the kids. All of the 
songs are carefully chosen, and 
formatted to fit young voices, 
and the dance routines that 

will accompany them. 
      The music featured on this 
new album is energetic, and 
highlights general themes of 
hope, salvation and god’s pres-
ence among all. 

Signs and Wonders draws 
music from the past decade 
of christian music, including 
chris Tomlin’s hit, God’s Great 
Dance Floor.  
     The choir (and individual 
voices) are well trained. They 
are on pitch, and sing intervals 
without “scooping” to the next 
note (something pop singers 
do far too much!).  
     The harmonies blend very 

well, and the listener can easily 
follow each individual line 
when they sing in multiple 
parts.   
     choirs can be tricky to 
record, especially children’s 
choirs, when the voice does 
not maintain a constant vol-
ume, but this album is done 
very well. it’s a lot of fun to 
listen to. 
     some have accused the or-
ganizers of manipulating and 
using the kids in this capacity 
of singing and dancing, with 
the end goal of making money 
for the larger organization.   
     Thankfully, the watoto 

The Watoto Children’s Choir is 
touring the Maritimes and will 
perform in Shediac, Moncton 
and Salisbury in early March.

organization has been ahead of 
the pack in releasing financial 
statements early on in their 
existence, inviting anyone to 
come at their leisure to view 
the housing and education 
projects developed for the or-
phaned children and families 
of the kampala, uganda area.   
     contributing to this effort 
has saved lives. 
     By the time you read this, 
you may already know that 
one of the watoto choirs has 
been touring New Brunswick 
in February. 

if you missed them, they 
will still be here in early 
march, in shediac on march 4, 
and in moncton and salis-
bury march 5.   
     Albums of their music are 
available on digital platforms, 
and also for order online.

Dorothy Shephard, newly confirmed in the Church of  
the Good Shepherd, Parish of Lancaster; Diocesan Communications 

team chair; and Mla for Saint John-lancaster

Favourite book of the Bible - I have two: Genesis and Matthew, be-
cause I love the possibilities of beginnings. 
Birthplace - Saint John 
What you love most about God – I can always rely on his comfort and 
patience. 
Favourite place on earth - my home 
Farthest you’ve been from home - Ireland, (and it’s my second favou-
rite place on earth). 
Favourite meal or dessert - Napoleons 
Biggest fear – I will never get to fix all my mistakes. 
Hidden talent – I am a writer 
Favourite movie or book – Avatar 
Your hobby – writing, and I have neglected it terribly these past years. 
Three things always in your fridge – milk, eggs and butter (I bake a lot). 
Favourite sports team - Toronto Maple Leafs

When her book, A Spiritual Journey, was published, 
Charmaine MacInnis Lynch pledged to donate profits from 
sales. She kept that promise on Dec. 4, donating $1,500 
to PWRDF and to help purchase a keyboard for the choir 
room at St. John the Baptist in Riverview. Charmaine gave 
another $1,000 to the Canadian Mental Health Association. 
She is seen here with Archdeacon Brent Ham receiving the 
donations. Books are still available. Contact Charmaine: 
25 Killarney Rd. Riverview, E1B 2Z6; 506-386-7184 or 
charmainemaclynch@outlook.com

submitted photo

Giving back
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Prime Minister  
Justin Trudeau’s  

visit to St. Margaret’s  
coffee club,  

Fredericton, Jan. 17

Clockwise, from top left: The Rev. Rick Robinson, 
centre, introduces the prime minister to his wife, 
Nancy; St. Margaret’s honorary assistant Rev. 
John Harvey, the prime minister, Rick and Nancy 
Robinson; the prime minister with Kim Drummond 
and her mother, Marlene Drummond;  the prime 
minister listens to Jim Sparkes, former RCMP guard 
at Stornoway and 24 Sussex Drive in Ottawa, recount 
a story from Justin’s childhood; the prime minister 
chats with members of St. Margaret’s coffee club. The 
visit was squeezed in between town hall meetings 
with the public in Fredericton and Saint John. 

mcknight photos




