
 

Small Group Questions 
 

COLOSSIANS 4:2-6: “OPEN EYES AND OPEN DOORS” 
 
Reflection for Groups and Individuals 
 
1. Read Colossians 4:2-6 in three different translations. What does it mean to devote yourselves 

to prayer being watchful and thankful? How do the three parts relate to each other in this 
exhortation? One way to translate verse 2 literally is: “to the prayer be continuously steadfast, 
being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” Describe your experiences in prayer, both positive and 
negative. To “devote” is a strong word in the present tense, implying ongoing persistence, 
dedication, and resolve. Compare other things that we tend to become devoted to and draw 
the parallels. Bring other passages of Scripture into the discussion that speak to the practice 
of continual, persevering, watchful, and thankful prayer and how to cultivate it as a group and 
as an individual (Matt. 26:41; Luke 18:1; Acts 2:42; 6:4; Eph. 6:18; 1 Thess. 5:16-18; 1 Pet. 
5:8). 

 
2. How does your devotion to prayer fit with your responsibility to share the Gospel and with 

God’s responsibility to open a door for “the word” (the logos, the message of the Gospel) to 
penetrate the resistant hearts and minds of those who are closed to it—those in your 
workplace, your family, and your neighborhood (Acts 14:27; 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 4:3-4)? If you 
are to proclaim (literally to “manifest, make clear, disclose”) the Gospel clearly as you should 
(verse 4), that implies you understand it. Can you describe what the Gospel is? (Hint: it is not 
about a plan of salvation or where people go after they die, but announced news of what God 
has done in Jesus Messiah). 

 
3. How does your conduct and your conversation working together relate to “apologetics” and 

your sharing of the Gospel (4:5-6)? What does it mean to “walk in wisdom” or “live wisely” 
toward “outsiders?” If you are to “know how to answer each person,” what are the 
assumptions then? Compare this text to 1 Pet. 3:15; Eph. 4:1 and Phil. 1:27.  

 
Practice for Groups and Individuals 
 
1. Memorize Colossians 4:2–6. Pray it through regularly. Thank God for specific things in your 

life for which you are grateful. Pray specifically for specific people in your networks of 
relationships by name. Be alert and thankful for the doors of opportunity that also open for 
you to share the message of the gospel clearly as you should. 

 
2. Monitor how you act when in the presence of unbelievers. Imagine yourself as a wise and 

thoughtful person, embedded in the world as salt and light, whose conduct and conversation 
are subversive influences for God’s presence wherever you are. Monitor your conversation 
and your words, and how ready you are to give an answer to those who ask about your faith. 
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