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 Colossians 1:15-28 
 
Last week I had the privilege of taking part in our Presbyterian Youth Event called Canada Youth.   
Although it was busy and tiring….it was also encouraging.   
It was amazing to see youth and young adults lined up for worship each night, vying for the front rows 
And Worship-was inspiring, and the worshipers—including over 350 youth-- were enthusiastic! 
As we were reminded of who Christ is, And What Christ has done for each and all of us  
and all of creation….. We were newly aware of The Spirit moving  
over the week, in smaller groups, we were reminded of Christ’s presence with us  
and that we are to be built together into a dwelling place for God--with Christ as the cornerstone. 
And together we discussed what that looked like in scripture and what it can look like in our lives 
On a personal note, I was encouraged by our youth— 
you should be proud as a congregation to have raised and nurtured such fine young people 
—one who took a week of holiday from work to chaperone, mentor in faith and make travel to this 
event possible for our teens.    
Two took part in the discipleship track  
One was part of the worship team and took part in leading worship each evening along with regular 
activities of the youth track.  
And there were five who took part in the youth track in bible studies and small groups. 
All represented this congregation well.   
What an amazing witness to the faith of families and this congregation….. 
What an inspiring time for me personally and an affirmation of ministry here at St. Andrew’s 
But more importantly what a witness to the Risen Christ  
in whom we all live and move and have our being 
And whose ministry we continue as Christians.   
So I come back a little travel weary, but also with new enthusiasm. 
I know that many of you have had experiences where you gain enthusiasm, refocus your energy 
And come back with new energy,  
It may have been in a faith setting, like Cursillo, or in work setting like a sales conference,  
Or a seminar on a new skill….or something else entirely.   
Often such times have you coming back newly inspired, newly ignited in purpose, ideas to impliment 
But once back home, back in old routines, it can be hard to maintain the enthusiasm  
It can be true on our faith journeys,  
We start off so well, but all too soon  
we can find ourselves discouraged as was the case for the Colossians.   
The early church at Colossae had come to faith through the ministry of a preacher named Epaphras  
Who was a colleague of Paul’s. 
As individuals experienced the Risen Christ, they began to live in response to Christ,  
They grew together and together had the power to reveal Christ to the world through their words and 
actions…. 
Epaphras left to continue preaching,  
And as time passed, the colossians began to lose enthusiasm,  
Amid the culture and demands of daily living and influenced by thoughts and ideas around them,  
Perhaps it showed in small arguments and or unkindness, in less focus on others and more on 
themselves….however it looked, it was obvious that the foundation of their faith eroded  
so much so that Paul heard about it in Rome.   
So Paul wrote a pastoral letter. 
In a way that point beyond the specific context of the Colossians to be relevant to all who Christians.   



He began, where all faith begins with God and pointing the Colossians to the reality of Christ,  
While acknowledging the truth of human experience.   
This letter reminds people of all times of the basics thus it has the power to inspire us anew.  
In several conversations this week as I mentioned that we would be talking about Colossians  
People shared how uplifting and encouraging this epistle has been for them on their spiritual journey… 
So I believe Paul’s words are for you who are discouraged in faith, but also good advice for those of 
you who are enthusiastic, for those of you who are new to faith and to those of you who have settled in 
for the long haul….. 
Paul does not scold or judge but comes alongside as one who understands the difficulties on the 
journey.   
And begins with but pointing to the reality of who Christ is-- 
Then with the truth of what Christ means in our lives,  
and the purpose of the church 
Paul He calls Christ the “ICON” of God, Christ is filled with all that God is, God is in him.   
In other words, Christ makes visible who God is and what God is like…. 
And Christ is the Lord of Heaven and Earth, not just now but from the beginning,  
And Christ the Almighty King, the head not just of the Church, but King of all creation 
That means that Christ is also Lord of all Created things, 
And more powerful than all that seems powerful in this world, more powerful than governments,  
Or multinationals, more powerful than celebrities and crime bosses, sports heroes  
Moreover, everything is held together in Christ….Everything! 
It is a wondrous vision, one we sang of this morning in our first Hymn,  
That is the foundation for our faith—because the truth is beyond what our minds can take in,  
And beyond our vision, we need to be reminded often that Jesus is not just friend, but Lord and God. 
But more amazing still is that Christ reaches out in forgiveness and grace,  
We are forgiven people, through Jesus Christ, CLEAN …as John sang about this morning.  CLEAN 
No matter what we have done, or what we have become, Christ died for us, while we were still sinning.  
And in that forgiveness, through Christ believers are able to enter into the fullness of life with God. 
And Jesus does not just love and forgive from a distance,  
But comes to be with us, to live in us and in our midst, moves into the neighbourhood. 
In other words---Christ is in us!  It is true, although much of this is a mystery to us.   
But what it means is that we are not alone,  
Our faith at times may be shaky, but it is built on a solid foundation of who Christ is.  
And the solemn assurance that Christ is with us…… 
It is this indwelling Christ that gives us the strength to change,  
we are to choose life with Christ, listening beyond rules and our own ideas, perhaps like Mary 
So that our service is not merely out of duty but out of love for God and appreciation of Christ with us 
It is in Christ’s power in us that enables us to mature in Christ, 
Mature faith is more that increasing understanding, it is growing in relationship with Christ.    
It is Christ who empowers us to change and endure difficult times.   
In Christ alone, we are able to see the temporary nature of powers of the world,  
And value Christ Jesus more than anything else in the world.   
It is this truth that Gives Paul Courage to endure suffering in life,  
In Christ that he copes with his imprisonment. 
In Christ alone that he knows the Colossians will find strength and wisdom they need  
In Christ alone we have hope, strength to change, power to carry on Christ’s ministry in the world 
But this is not just an individual pursuit,  
We also as a community of disciples are to allow Christ to join us together into a house for God.  
no union with Christ without sharing union with all other people of God…. 



as we grow closer to Christ We draw closer to each other  
and in Christ’s love we learn to love others better and better.   
As a group we are to be a community of disciples,  
but not just to feel good and purify ourselves, not just when it feels good, or as a refuge from the world,  
Like Paul we have a commission—to reveal Christ to the world 
To be icons of Christ, just as Christ was an ICON of God,  
to bring about God’s purpose in the world,  
By our community life, words, actions we are to show Christ to the world…. To be little “christs”   
And to help others mature in Christ 
This is so much more than a concept, or lofty ideal….it was life and death for Paul, and for the 
Colossians   
It is not just something we think but something we become and do.   
If you have lost your enthusiasm, or have grown tired,  
If you no longer trust the goals you work toward,  
If you are enthusiastic and desire to continue being inspired,  
If you want to make a difference in the world, 
If you love God and want to Love God more…. 
Like our youth this past week, turn again to Jesus, seek Jesus more than the things of the world,  
Let scripture remind you of who Christ is, and all Christ has done for you,  
And remember that this same Christ, the Lord of all Creation,  is in you 
The one in whom all things are held together, is also in you…. 
In Christ alone there is strength to believe, strength to change, inspiration to live and to grow together 
as a community of disciples. Christ is in us 
In Christ alone we are able to show Christ to each other and the world,  
Christ is in you, Christ is in us.  Amen  
  


