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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE FOR YOURSELF 

PART 5 
Clinton Stone 

 
Tools #4 - Text & Framework 
 
Principle: We must let the bible shape our frameworks, rather than letting our frameworks shape 
our interpretations of the Bible 
  
Explanation: We all have frameworks which will unconsciously inform or bias our reading of the text 
• Theological (Calvinism, Arminianism, Believers or Infant Baptist, Cessationist or 

Continuationist) 
• Political (Right, Left, Democratic, Socialist etc) 
• Cultural (Western, African etc) 
• Social (Individual, Community etc) 

  
Our own experiences, training, desires, traditions etc will emerge each time we sit down to study the 
bible. But in order to get at the meaning of the text, we must let the Text be sovereign. 
  
  

 
    
We must be aware of our own frameworks and then adjust them, rather than bending the text until 
it says "what we want it to say." We must hear it for "what it says"! Otherwise we are like drunken 
readers, using the bible like a drunk uses a lamppost: More for support that for illumination! 
 

“The study of texts is always undertaken within some larger 
framework, whether this is recognized or not. The larger framework, 
constituted by interpreter’s interests, determines what questions are 
considered important, what methods are found appropriate, and what 
explanations are deemed satisfying.” 

Robert Morgan with John Barton, Biblical Interpretation  
(Oxford University, 1988) pg 22 
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 Strategies to keep the Text as King!   
• Identify your own frameworks (theological, ideological, political etc.) 
• Recognize especially those aspects which are negative 

(eg. Individualism → Selfishness… Communalism → Laziness) 
• Constantly and deliberately approach the text with fresh eyes 
• Consult various translations of the bible 
• Read good (Historically Grounded) Commentaries 
• Speak to (or read) those who come from a different framework to get a different perspective 
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• What "Framework Issues" do we bring to these warning passages? 

o Perseverance of the Saints 
o Once Saved - Always Saved 
o Calvinism 
o Assurance of Salvation 

  
• If you believe in "Perseverance of the Saints"… or Assurance of Salvation… you will have the 

following verses in mind: 
o Philippians 1:6 (ESV) — 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

o Romans 8:38–39 (ESV) — 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  

o Ephesians 1:13–14 (ESV) — 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise 
of his glory.  

• These wonderful verses would have formed part of your theological framework… which leads 
you to conclude that a person who is truly saved, cannot lose their salvation.  

  
• We then test our framework against other passages, which confirm this… 

  
o 1 John 2:19 (ESV) — 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had 

been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become 
plain that they all are not of us.  
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• Then we come to these warning Passages in Hebrews and we find that the simple reading 
clashes with our Framework! The simple reading of the passage says that Believers can lose 
their salvation! 

 
• The real temptation now is to force the text into our framework! As many have done in 

History! 
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Example 4: Poverty vs Prosperity? 
 

James 2:5 (ESV) — 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor 
in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those 
who love him?  

• Context?  Vs 1-13 - Sin of showing partiality / discrimination 
• Melodic Line?  Practical Christian Living in a sinful world 
• Structure? 

o Vs 1 - Instruction / Principle  (Show no partiality) 
▪ Vs 2-4 - Example 

o Vs 5 - Explanation 
▪ Vs 6-7 - Example 

o Vs 8-9 - Summary 
▪ Vs 10-13 - Example / Explanation 

• Text & Framework? 
o Identify Frameworks… 

▪ Poverty 
▪ Social Class (Rich / Poor) 

o Who does vs 5 say that God has chosen? 
▪ The Poor? All Poor?  
▪ Or… Those who love him (including some who are poor) 

  
  

 


