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Welcome this evening to our service of lessons and carols. This years’ 
service seems to be appropriate on so many levels. As with the 
beginning of the Advent season, many people find this time especially 
hectic and our lives are often filled with extra expectations. Many are 
awaiting families to arrive for Christmas and want these occasions to 
go well. We are bombarded with commercialism that says our lives 
during this time have to be perfect.   
 

This year too, it seems that the world is met with more conflict and 
uncertainty. On a global level there seems to be more nations prone 
to responding militarily to a situation as opposed to a peaceful one. 
Wars and civil unrest have been on the rise. Locally many appear to 
wonder about the future.  
 

We therefore yearn for a moment in which to rest in the presence of 
God. Tonight’s service allows us to recapture the powerful story of our 
faith tradition where God’s promise was and is to be with God’s 
people. Beginning with the story of Adam and Eve it has been a 
struggle to be in relationship with God but through the course of time 
has been brought to resolution in the birth of Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah. The beloved hymns, carols, and sacred readings reveal again 
the story of this relationship and the ever desire for God’s people to 
rest in the quiet assurance that hope has come into our world. “For 
unto us is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord”.  
 

The form of the Lessons and Carols service traditionally is without any 
sermon or homily. Also, once it begins, its natural progression is to 
proceed unannounced. This allows for the participants to be “lead” by 
the Sacred writings and Carols, and allow for God’s Spirit to speak to 
our hearts and quietly bring us to the fulfillment of our salvation, 
namely to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. May we all, therefore find 
our lives enriched this night with the blessings of this service. 
 

As we begin our worship this evening, we do so in a darkened church, 
and we await the light of Christ to enter the darkened world. A lighted 
taper will be brought to you: when your taper is lit, the please pass 
the light to the person sitting next to you. 
 
Celebrant: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Processional Carol # 123 Once in Royal David’s City 

Welcome and Introduction  

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Reflection – The Rector 

The Bidding Prayers  

The Nine Lessons and Carols (The service continues unannounced) 

Hymn # 132   Of Eternal Love Begotten 

The First Reading: Genesis 3:8-14 (God tells Adam that he has lost 
the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpents head.) 
 

Hymn # 96 Creator of the Stars of Night 

The Second Reading: Genesis 22:15-18 (God promises to faithful 
Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed). 
 

Hymn # 95   O Come Divine Messiah 
 

The Third Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 (The prophet foretells the coming of 
the Saviour). 
 

Hymn # 89 O Come, O Come, Emanuel 9 (verses 1,3,5,7) 
 

The Fourth Reading: Isaiah 11:1-9 (The peace that Christ will bring is 
foreshown). 
 

Carol # 117   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 
The Fifth Reading: St. Luke 1:26-38 (The Angel Gabriel salutes the 
blessed Virgin Mary). 
 
Carol # 148   See Amid the Winter’s Snow 
 
The Sixth Reading:  St. Luke 2:1-7 (St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus) 
 
Carol # 120   O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
The Seventh Reading: St. Luke 2:8-20 (The Shepherds go to the 
manger). 
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Choir Anthem Born ‘Neath A Star 
 
The Eighth Reading: St. Matthew 2:1-12 (The Wise Men are led by 
the star to Jesus). 
 
Carol # 146 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (please remain 
standing) 
 

The Ninth Reading:  St. John 1:18 (St. John unfolds the great mystery 
of the Incarnation) 
 
The Offertory Carol # 140   It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 

The Blessing 
 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Saviour Christ came 
among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing 
and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
 

May he whose second coming in power and great glory we await, 
make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.  
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 
 
The Recessional Carol # 138 Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
 

 
 

Following the service, everyone is invited to the Parish Hall for a 

time of fellowship and refreshments with the Wassail. 
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