
 
Hi,                 December 2017  

 

What a year it has been. I am sure each one of you has some stories to tell. My 

year started with packing up my flat where I lived for 17 years while renovating 

the house I was moving to. Anyone who has done renovations will know it is 

not funny  I moved to the SIM house just on the other side of town. By the 

end of  March inside renovations was done and I started moving in while 

outside renovations continued. In May I called a stop to the renovations as I 

then received my permit allowing me to leave the country with assurance that I 

could re-enter on my return. From June to 21 October I travelled from Namibia 

to South Africa, the USA, Canada and back to Namibia. 

 

Although I was gone for such a long time friends of mine here in Namibia 

stepped in and committed themselves to the task of running the Soup Kitchen, 

take on my Bible study groups,  help when needed at the Needlework group and 

looked after my house. To them I say” thank you, thank you, and thank you.” 

 

Home-Assignment has 3 parts; Work, Rest, Report. Although I had a lot of 

work to do, in-between the work part I was blessed by kind and generous 

friends. Thank you to Joanna, Robi, Pastor Geary and Dawn, Harold, Kevin, 

Laura and Behati who picked me up and dropped me of at the airports. Thank 

you to the Brath,  Britt, Geary, and Witt families as well as Jackie and Family, 

Kevin and Laura for taking me into your homes and feeding me very nice 

food  

  



Many individuals and families made my time special 

by picking me up for meals, taking me to the annual 

fair, included me in family birthday parties and picnics. 

I had fun playing games and watching football. Bass 

fishing in PA, spotting dear at night, and a trip to the 

Zoo with sisters. Having a cup of tea while feeding 

squirrels peanuts. In North Carolina, Fly fishing trips to 

mountain and lake houses, boat rides on the lake, and 

car rides on Snake Mountain Meeting new people and 

helping out at GeeNest,( a non profit organization).  

 

 

 

 

 Some of my favourite things while in Canada were my attempted fishing from 

a boat on a beautiful lake and visiting the Gleaners. A definite high light was 

grading apples on the 

Davidson farm while visiting 

Grandpa and Nana and 

meeting Laura’s family.  

  

I can go on and mention many 

more special moments but 

that would perhaps bore you 

or make you jealous Thank 

you to each one of you. 

Thank you for every gift 

and kindness shown to me. 

 
You might wonder why I am writing all of this in my news letter. I wanted to 

take time to let you know how privileged I am to know so many people who are 

not only part of my life but who are also such a special part of this ministry in 

Namibia. Your kindness to me, as mentioned above, and your continued 

financial support each month, makes it possible for me to work for the next four 

years until the next home-assignment. I don’t feel like it is just me, but I feel 

like I am part of a family. Reporting back to you my supporting churches and 

individual friends is a joy.  

 

In 2018 my trust, Hearts hands and Voices,  will have 5 focus work areas: 

 



1.) The daily Soup Kitchen at the school and perhaps a second Soup Kitchen   

to mainly San and other Bushman tribe children that does not go to 

school. 

 

2.) Needlework project to underprivileged woman to create income. 

 

3.) Support to orphaned and vulnerable children, youth, and marginalized    

people. (Food, Blankets, Clothes, student books...) 

 

4.) Supporting vulnerable kids with school uniforms, stationary and other 

school related needs. Supporting the school with ink for printers. Sponsor 

additional teacher when possible. 

 

5.) Training School and Sunday school teachers with the material of 

Operation Christmas Child. Teachers are trained to present The Greatest 

Journey student book to kids. Kids will follow a 12 week lesson plan 

learning about the Great Creator, the Great problem –Sin, and the Great 

solution to Sin, Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

 

Each week I will lead some Bible study groups while in other groups I will 

shadow new leaders. I am also actively involved in a local church working 

together to share the good news of the Gospel of Jesus by word and deed.  

 

May you, your family and friends be very blessed during this festive time 

when we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. I also pray that the 

Lord will protect each one of you and that His peace, love mercy and 

goodness will follow you in 2018. 

 

In his Grip 

Linda 

 

 

 

   

  

 Personal Contact information:   Donations: 
Linda Pretorius     Please include Missionary number 32823 
P.O.Box 1122     with donation as well as my name and  
Grootfontein     surname. 
Namibia     Mail Cheques in USA to: 
9000      SIM 
      P O Box 7900 
lindapre@iway.na    Charlotte, NC 28241 
Linda.Pretorius@sim.org   USA 
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