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“God is Dangerous” 
Scripture:  Matthew 2:1-15; Nahum 1:3-5; No Psalm 
Hymns: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 115 (1/2/4/5); People in darkness 124; Lift up your 
hearts/Sing Hallelujah 526 (or What child is this 161) Lo! Christ comes with clouds 
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One of our church traditions 
 Is to set up the crèche,  
  That scene of Jesus’ birth. 
 
Thank you children for helping us today! 
 
Now in most of our minds  
 the crèche 
  is a warm and sentimental scene. 
 
When we look at it, 
 We aren’t worried about the Christ-child. 
  “Is he comfortable in his straw bed? 
   Will he catch a cold in the stable?” 
 
When we look at it, 

We aren’t concerned  
  How his life will affect those who have gathered. 
 
We aren’t inquiring 
 “Will this baby cause the rise and fall of many? 
  Will he give his mother pain or grief?i 
 
When we look at the crèche 
 We are simply caught up  
  In this simple scene in Jesus’ story. 
   The arrival of the promised child. 
 
 
 

And so like Mary and Joseph 
 The shepherds and the wise men, 
  We join in the adoration. 
   We lean in to watch; 

To celebrate this precious gift. 
 
It is important to celebrate this moment. 
 
But like every gift, 

This gift needs to be unwrapped and unpacked 
  To really appreciate its significance. 
 
Today’s lesson will help us in this regard. 
 Today’s lesson will keep us from romanticizing the nativity, 
  From getting stuck in this one scene of Jesus’ life. 
   
For Herod’s arrival dashes the dreamy, soft lighting. 
 Herod brings us back to the world of real-politic: 
  A world where emperors count their people, 

A world with smelly stables and refugees. 
 
Many of you already know about Herod. 

Herod is well-known outside of the Biblical record. 
  And in many respects he’s seen to have had 
   A successful reign: 
 
“ethnically [an] Arab but a practicing Jew,  

[he] increased the land he governed from Palestine  
to parts of modern Jordan, Lebanon and Syria 

constructing fortresses, aqueducts and amphitheatres 
 [and renovating the Temple in Jerusalemii] 

 
[For all this he earned himself] the title 'Herodes Magnus', 

Herod the Great.”iii 
 
Of course he was also known to be ruthless. 
 Incredibly ruthless. 
  He was suspicious of all would-be challengers. 
   He was distrustful of his own family.iv 
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Which brings us back to our lesson. 
 
In our lesson we learn that Herod, 

is troubled by the visit of the travelling wise men. 
Herod is concerned that these people 

searching for a new king.  
 
He was so troubled  

that he asked the travellers to report back to him 
  And when they didn’t 
   When they didn’t, 
    He set out searching himself. 
 
All in all, Herod is not a kind king. 
 
And yet Herod helps us. 
 He helps us because he helps us see what is at stake 
  In the birth of Jesus. 
 
For Herod recognises the danger. 
 He understands clearly 
  “that if Jesus is Lord, then he is not.”v 
     
And so with Herod present in our advent lessons  
 (and looming over our crèche) 
  We are freed from Christmas sentimentality 
 
A romanticism that blinds us 

from seeing the challenge, the threat, the danger, 
  That Jesus, who is God-with-us, represents. 
 
In the manger Jesus looks meek and mild, 
 But don’t be fooled, 

Danger is upon us: 
 
This babe will upend our lives, 
 And re-order the world. 
  
 
 

One commentator notes: 
 
“An encounter with the living God is a dangerous thing— 

it’s dangerous for those who oppose him,  
but it is also dangerous for those who love him  

and follow him.  
 
It was for Mary and Joseph,  

an unmarried couple with a baby on the way.  
Mary’s pregnancy was scandalous for them  

and their families,  
 
but they were willing to trust God and obey his plan,  

and they placed their reputations on the line 
 in order to receive the blessing God gave them.  

 
[It was dangerous for Mary and Joseph and] 

It was dangerous for the disciples,  
who dropped their nets to follow the unconventional rabbi  

who threatened the very nature of their culture.  
 
But the disciples gave up everything  

to go out with him  
and to heal the sick and to preach the good news.   

 
[It was dangerous for Mary and Joseph 
 It was dangerous for Jesus’ first followers and] 

It is dangerous for you and for me as well,  
 

[dangerous] because Jesus expects his followers to join with him  
in his work here on earth.  

He expects us to become agents of his truth and love  
and to bring light and life 

into the dark places of the world.”vi  
 
The presence of Herod at Christmas 
 Helps us recognise that Jesus’ coming was dangerous 
  And his presence continues to be dangerous today. 
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A serious threat to those aspects of the world 
 And those parts of our lives 

That reject God’s reorienting and renewing purposes. 
   That oppose God’s leadership and rule. 
 
And therein lies the gift: 
 Our God is dangerous because 
  Our God “he has big things in mind for us,  

and it’s probably going to be more  
than we ever dreamed of or expected.”vii 

 
God wants awaken us from our slumber, 
 To release us from every slavery, 
  To unite our hearts and minds to God’s purposes 
   For our lives and the world.   
 
Maybe you’ve sensed the activity of this dangerous God 
 Moving in your life this season: 
  Tugging at your heart 
   Piercing your conscience. 
 
“Is God calling you to leave your comfort zone  

and invite a neighbor to church or to a Bible study? 
Is God calling you to take a leap of faith  

and give sacrificially to your church  
in order to grow its outreach to your community?  

 
Is God calling you to trust in the gifts he has given you 

 to be a voice of hope and faith in your local schools,  
your community, or your home?  

 
Is God calling you to stand above the culture  

and raise your voice against an injustice 
like human trafficking?  

 
Is God calling you to come face to face  

with need in your area:  
to minister to those who are homeless,  
 
 

to open your heart and home  
to a child in the foster care system,  

or to mentor a youth who doesn’t have a father?  
 
Is God calling you to face the unknown 

 and offer yourself as a light into the world  
on a mission trip to Guatemala, India, or China?  

 
Following a might God like ours can be dangerous.viii  
 
I don’t know how many of you are on Facebook. 
 But every once in while I scroll through the news feed. 
  And more often than not I find some incredible stories. 
 
My old phys ed teacher 
 Posted a story the other day 

A story about Jason Brown, an NFL centre  
who has dropped a multi-million dollar sports contract 

    To grow sweet potatoes. 
 
“In 2012 -- after seven years in the NFL – 

Jason Brown walked away from a $37.5 million contract  
because he felt he had found a higher calling. 

 
The former St. Louis Ram left the five-year deal  

to become a farmer  
and to help the hungry… 

 
“My agent told me,  

'You're making the biggest mistake of your life,'"[Brown said]…  
"And I looked right back at him and I said,  

'No I'm not. No I'm not.'". 
 
…Though Brown had no training,  

he bought an 1,000-acre farm  
in Franklin County, North Carolina that year  

and teamed up with some experts 
to get his mission off the ground… 
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The location was an apt choice 

 considering that North Carolina's food insecurity rate 
is significantly higher than the national average.”ix 
 

“After years of work restoring the land  
- dubbed First Fruits Farm –  

to arable condition,  
Brown has just given away his first crop –  

100,000lbs of sweet potatoes. 
 
 
 
 

i See Luke 2:34-35 
ii “Temple in Jerusalem” Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem 
iii “King Herod” BBC 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/herod.shtml 
iv One spouse and three of his boys were all executed because he feared they 

were plotting against him. 
See Peter Stanford “The real King Herod, the Bible’s bloodiest tyrant” May 10 

2007 Dailymail www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-453813/The-real-King-Herod-
Bibles-bloodiest-tyrant.html#ixzz3L3ZZIRYI   

v Lawrence W. Farris “First Sunday after Christmas, Year A: Matthew 2:13-23” 
The Lectionary Commentary: the Gospels 10 

vi Jessica LaGrone et al Under Wraps: the Gift We Never Expected (Adult Study 
Guide) 38 

Writing on his farm's website, Brown said: 
 'God revealed to me  

that he had something greater in store for me…”.x 
 
Something greater than being an NFL center? 

Dropping a lucrative career to become a potato farmer? 
 
Sound dangerous? 

Well what might our dangerous God  
have in store for you? 

 
Amen.  
   

vii Jessica LaGrone et al Under Wraps: the Gift We Never Expected (Leader’s 
Guide) 29 

viii Jessica LaGrone et al Under Wraps: the Gift We Never Expected (Adult Study 
Guide) 42 

ix Eleanor Goldberg “NFL Player Leaves $37.5 Mission Contract To Help Feed 
Needy The Huffington Post  December 3, 2014 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/12/03/jason-brown-quits-
nfl_n_6263288.html 

x Kieran Corcoran “From half-time to harvest: How NFL center gave up 
$37million football contract to farm cucumbers and sweet potatoes” MailOnline  
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2836363/From-half-time-harvest-NFL-center-
walked-away-37million-football-contract-farm-sweet-
potatoes.html#ixzz3L3NPWTaj 

                                                           


