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Christmas Tea    December 3rd 1:30 – 4pm 

Carol Service        December 18th    7pm 

Nativity Service    December 24th    4pm 

Christmas Eve    December 24th   11pm 

Christmas Day,    December 25th   10am 



 Emmanuel – God is with us 
 
 
One of the great joys of entering the season of 
Advent for me is that we have a chance to sing “O 
Come, O Come Emmanuel”. It is a hymn that you 
can only sing at Advent and yet it is one that is so 
powerful and meaningful for me. For a start, every 
time I sing it I remember how the words go back 
many hundreds of years and that the tune itself has 
its roots in medieval plainsong. When I sing this 
hymn, I feel connected to the generations upon 
generations of Christians who have sung it before 
me. 
 
The second reason I love this hymn is that it 
expresses the kind of yearning for God that we all 
experience so frequently. It is a hymn that longs for 

God to make an appearance, for God to act and overturn all the injustice and suffering in 
our world. We look around and we know that things are not as they should be. We feel in 
our hearts the vast gap between the world as it is and the world as we imagine it could 
become. And in that gap, is the place where “holy yearning” exists. It is the place where 
we feel dissatisfied; where we cry out “How long, O God?” 
 
As one writer, has put it: 
“Advent Christians believe Christ came, but still we sing ‘Oh, Come, Oh, Come, 
Emmanuel.’ We believe that in Christ the kingdom of God has dawned, but still we 
eagerly pray ‘thy kingdom come’ because we long for a world that is still to come. 
Exile, longing, watchfulness and waiting resonate with us.” 
 
A third reason I love this hymn is that, I increasingly find that the word “Emmanuel” is 
one that we need to pay attention to. Our Advent services this year will use this word in 
many places. Emmanuel – God is with us. God is not far off, distant or remote – God is 
with us. God is with us in that place of “holy yearning”. God is with us as we experience 
the discomfort and disappointment of a world that does not live up to our high hopes. 
God is with us in the struggle to see justice overcome oppression, to see love and mercy 
triumph over hatred and prejudice.  
 
In Jesus, we see the God who is with us – the God who is among us. I hope that this 
period of Advent leading to Christmas may be a time when you will experience for 
yourself the nearness of Emmanuel. 
 

David 
 
 
 



 

                                          The Gardening Group.  
   The flower beds around the church are kept weeded 

    by a small group who usually work independently of  

   each other, whenever they have the  time. Those of you  

   who enjoy gardening notice the state of the beds, and  

   we have had a few compliments this year. If we had 

    some more volunteers they could be even better,  

   and we could tackle some of the areas around the parking 

    lot and the pond, so think about offering your time. 

   It is a worthwhile endeavour, a peaceful way to have 

    time to reflect while getting some exercise in the fresh air. 

   Respectfully submitted, Anne Tennant,  pp Alex Guy.  

  

Plant Sale 

May 6th     9.30–2 pm 

Christmas Tea, Bake Sale and 

Bazaar December 3
rd

    1:30 – 4 p.m.  

We will need the help of a few people able to stack the chairs in the 

hall and bring out the tables. This will happen at 9am on Dec 2. We 

will also need the same help to clean-up and put the church back 

together at about 3:30 on Dec 3 after the Xmas Tea. If you can 

help please contact Catherine  250-585-8309 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we will be looking for homemade baking, 

preserves and goodies for the bake table as well as baking to 

serve at the Tea. You can drop it off Mon, Wed, and 

Thurs in the morning at the church or Fri from 9 until 

about 2. Sat from 9 to 11. Also, if you can help at all 

please contact Catherine at donaldcembella@yahoo.ca  

 

mailto:donaldcembella@yahoo.ca


 

 
A Christmas Prayer  

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the 

angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men.  

 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with 

every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing which 

Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring 

us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen.  

 

by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Dear Friends 
Roger has finished his three-month sentence in Nanaimo General Hospital, can walk a 
bit, and is recovering at home. Ann has finished her therapy in Victoria and is doing 
well. 
We want to thank everyone for their good wishes and special thanks to those who were 
able to visit Roger in hospital and cheer him up during this dark period in our lives. 
Best wishes, Roger and Ann 

Message from Parish Council 
During discussions relating to the Parish Survey, one area of concern was to be involved in more 

outreach within the community. When Bishop Logan led our "Vision Day", during discussion on 

this topic it was suggested by the groups that any direction St Philip's decides to go in, that it 

should not be a duplicate of what is currently offered by others. We know that many people 

within the parish are involved in various organizations that serve the community at large, so 

please if your organization is in need of volunteers, please make use of the newsletter to inform 

our members. It may be something that they may be interested in getting involved in. 

 

As we move forward with implementation of both the Parish Survey and the "Vision" of our 

church, it is necessary and vital that we have more input from members of the church. In the 

New Year, we will be looking to add new members to our Parish Council. Currently we have just 

seven members along with David. We will be looking to add at least five members, so we are 

asking you to give some prayerful thought on helping us as we move forward to lead OUR 

church.                      

 



Christmas Greetings. 
  

Many of you will know that I have been advertising Christmas Cards to support the 

Primate’s World Relief and Development 

Fund. These cards are in packages of 12 and 

are by donation. Donations of $20 or more 

will qualify for a tax creditable receipt. 

  

Several years ago Caleb and I decided to 

severely reduce the number of Christmas 

cards we sent and instead we now send email 

wishes and donate the saved postage to ... 

guess where? PWRDF. 

  

Now you too can support PWRDF by sending a 

PWRDF ecard if you have a computer. The 

process is really straight forward. 

  

First you Google PWRDF.org and then scroll 

down to Seasonal PWRDF This worked with 

the desktop. With the ipad choose Resources 

and the hit Seasonal. 

  

There you will find an advertisement for real 

Christmas Cards. plus by scrolling a little 

further you will see eCards. 

  

You can read the description plus the 

suggested donation of $10 or more. 

  

Click “here” to visit the PWRDF eCard page. 

  

Click on the donate button and you will receive 2 prompts. Go to $other and put in the 

amount you wish to donate. 

  

Scroll down to the Payment Method where you can choose from credit cards, paypal, gift 

card etc. 

  

Complete the payment using the method of your choice. 

  

Within seconds you will receive confirmation from CanadaHelps (the charity through which 

PWRDF donations are made) with the code which you will use to enable you to send AS 

MANY eCARDS AS YOU WISH. 

  

You will also be able to print the tax receipt for your donation. 

  

Now you just have to send your eCards to all your friends wishing them as I wish you 

“Happy Christmas”. 

  

Maureen 

  



Joan Mason (first time great-grandma and Lori (first 

time grandma) are very delighted to introduce the 

newest member of their family. 

 

Evelyn Mae Neave; born on June 30th 2016 weighing 7 

lbs, 1 oz., beautiful daughter to Rachelle and Ryan 

Neave. 

 

 

 
 

"On Saturday, November 19th we had a Potluck Supper at the church.  One of the purposes 

was to welcome anyone who has joined our parish over the last couple of years, so as well 

as a general invitation to the entire parish, particular invitation was made to newer 

members.  We had a good turnout – around 45 people, including 8 newer parishioners.  Of 

course, the food was great!  The parish provided a cooked ham, and potluck items were a 

wonderful selection of salads, main 

courses and desserts.  After dinner, David 

had us all introduce ourselves and say 

how long we've been at the parish and 

where we came from.  It was lovely to 

share a meal with everyone, and to hear 

their stories.  We're hoping to have more 

of these events next year, so stay 

tuned!  Maybe a Salmon BBQ too!  If you 

have any ideas on themes, please contact 

one of your Parish Council Members". 

 



Diocesan Refugee Sponsorship Activities 2016 
 

It’s hard to believe but it has been more than 15 months since we saw those photos of Alan 

Kurdi’s body washed up on the beach, but in those 15 months some amazing things have 

happened within the Diocese, and also on Vancouver Island with respect to Refugee 

Sponsorship. 

 

Canada is the only country in the world that has a Refugee Sponsorship program that has a 

blend of Government Assisted Refugees (GAR) and Privately Sponsored Refugees (PSR). In 

the Fall of 2015 during the Federal election, the soon to be Prime Minister made an election 

promise to bring in 25,000 refugees from the war-torn Middle East, a huge undertaking that 

required the immediate expansion of the processing system. That same undertaking 

spawned a huge response from members of the public to get involved. The task fell 

primarily to those organizations that had established agreements with Citizenship, 

Immigration Canada (CIC – soon to be renamed IRCC - Immigration, Refugees, Citizenship 

Canada), of which the Diocese was one. 

 

Prior to October 2015, the Diocesan Refugee Sponsorship ministry was the responsibility of 

a single priest appointed by the Bishop, who was supported by a small committee of 

volunteers, to handle the submission of sponsorship applications, to find sponsoring groups 

from parishes within the Diocese, and to perform the many other tasks required. The usual 

number of applications was less than five (5) in any one year. Equally individual parishes 

formed all the Sponsoring Groups.  

 

Last October that all changed as the surge in interest just overwhelmed the team and it was 

no longer possible for one just one person to handle all the paperwork involved. Equally 

there were hundreds of people who had no affiliation with the Diocese that were clamoring 

to get involved in the sponsorship of refugees, especially those from Syria and Iraqi, but 

with no means of doing so that met the requirements of IRCC. Rather than “turn off” that 

demand, the Diocese offered to assist privately formed groups to access the federal process 

by allowing these groups to apply under the umbrella of the Diocese’s Sponsorship 

Agreement with IRCC. Subsequently, the Diocese engaged the services of two part-time 

individuals, one for the Victoria region, and the other for the region north of Duncan to 

handle the training and coordination of these groups, and the preparation of the 

documentation required for each sponsorship. 

 

In the past twelve months, the Diocesan team has handled the submission of 32 

applications that has resulted in 125 refugees arriving on the Island. There are an additional 

39 applications that have been submitted to IRCC for processing (120 persons), and 

approximately 35 more applications being prepared to bring an additional 125 + persons to 

Canada. Included in those numbers are Anglican parishes that have stepped up, but the 

team has handled applications from other faith communities (RC parishes and the Islamic 

faith), and from non-denominational groups, all of whom have come forward seeking our 

assistance with their applications. 

 

In our immediate area (Duncan and north) there have been 45 newcomers (23 adults and 

22 children) received by 10 different sponsoring groups whose applications were processed 

by the Diocese, and there are an additional 14 groups who hope to sponsor another 45 

people (31 adults, 18 children). Not all of these applications involve Syrian/Iraqi refugees, 

but include Burmese, Somalian, Kurdish, and Eritrean refugees, and some of them have 

spent in excess of 20 years in refugee camps around the world. 

 



Each of the Sponsoring groups is responsible for the resettlement of the refugee family 

which includes the provision of a monthly living allowance, housing and other assistance for 

12 months, or until the family becomes self-sufficient, whichever occurs first. This has 

meant a huge number of people have become involved as volunteers to aid in the process, 

and there has been in excess of $750,000 raised for this endeavor. 

 

None of the above statistics include other faith communities’ efforts (United, Mennonite, 

Baptist), or the Government Assisted refugees that have arrived in Nanaimo and Victoria 

over the past six months, which would account for another 200+ people who have been 

settled in our communities across the Island. 

 

One person described this effort as the largest single ministry ever undertaken by our 

Diocese, both in terms of numbers of people involved in a common cause, and in terms of 

outreach funding.  

 

I think we should be thankful for all those folks who responded to this crisis, but we also 

need to remember there are another 6.5 million refugees in the world who are equally 

deserving of our help. We can’t help them all, but those who we can are being welcomed 

and are very grateful for the opportunity to live in a free country, safe from sectarian 

violence. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

Tony Davis 

Diocesan Refugee Coordinator 

North Island Region 





TABASCO THE SAUCY RACCOON 
 

 

We are very lucky this year as Lyn Hancock 

is offering a copy of her book to members of 

St. Philip’s for the price of $10, she will also 

add Pacific Wilderness to the deal and both 

books are autographed by Lyn. 

 

“For almost thirty years, 

award-winning author 

and adventurer Lyn 

Hancock kept a special 

story close to her heart. 

At last, she is ready to 

tell it: the remarkable 

tale of an animal whose 

saucy personality 

enlivened Lyn's days 

and brought joy and wonder to the lives of countless people.  

 

At three weeks, Tabasco is a tiny, helpless ball of fluff. Already, the little raccoon's life is 

unusual: tucked into Lyn's pocket or tote bag, Tabasco accompanies Lyn on a cross-country 

tour, making friends every step of the way. By the time they get home, Tabasco is ready to 

explore the world – inch by exciting, fragrant, tactile inch. Nothing is safe from Tabasco's 

clever paws. Dogs run and horses stand still when Tabasco 

comes to call. For some, the raccoon's like her namesake: 

a little goes a long, long way. But children flock from all 

around to play with Lyn's busy, talkative friend.  

 

Much as Lyn loves Tabasco, she knows that raccoons are 

wild creatures, not house pets. The story of Lyn Hancock's 

search for a new, wild home for her beloved companion 

will melt 

your heart.  

 

Young and old alike will treasure the 

unforgettable tale of Tabasco, the saucy 
raccoon.”  
 
Please contact Yvonne at yvonnedowney@shaw.ca 
or 250-751-7897 to get your copy 
 
 

mailto:yvonnedowney@shaw.ca


 
 

 

 

 



 

Dear Friends, 
  
Here we are once again; spring, summer and now fall is almost gone. We are poised 
to leave in a matter of hours for Cambodia. Collectively this will be our 17th year of 
assisting children and families in S.E Asia, hard to believe. 
  
Last year we achieved a 
milestone of bringing more than 
five thousand children and their 
families clean drinking water 
after the completion of our 
tenth water project. We have in 
hand recourses for one more 
water project so far this trip and 
hopefully we can work toward 
serving five thousand more 
kids in the future. 
 

                   
            
Aside from water our combined efforts have changed the lives of so many children 
and families in countless ways. From the construction of classrooms to ease 
overcrowding, keeping floating schools from actually sinking, providing teacher's 
salaries for English classes and setting up computer labs for high schools. Many 
children have been sponsored by KIDS to further or complete their 

education/vocational training and move their 
lives and the lives of their families forward, 
breaking the cycle of poverty. We provide a safe 
home for girl's and support women to earn a 
decent living wage for themselves and their 
families. 
 

   
 

Hundreds of children have been cured of 
illness and nursed back to health due to the 
combined efforts of KIDS support. These are 
the larger achievements but there are 
countless smaller ones, like: providing 
cooking pots and pans, new tin roofs or 
bicycles and shoes so kids can get to 
school....and the list goes on. 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of KIDS we want to send you our sincere appreciation for your 
contributions of funds, support, volunteerism and positive wishes and this list goes on 
and on as well. 
  
So as we sadly say goodbye to family and friends here we are excited and grateful to 
add to our combined efforts of positive change for the kids in Cambodia. 
             
 

We look forward to keeping 
you up to date through e-
mails and posts. 
  
Please take care and we 
will be in touch soon. 
With thanks, respect and 
appreciation, 
Rick and Adrianne 

Kids International Development Society  
rlad.kids@gmail.com 

http://www.kidsdevelopmentsociety.org 
545 Vancouver Ave 

Nanaimo, BC 
V9S 4G6 
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My husband and I attended the pot luck dinner last Saturday 

evening. As an introduction, David asked us all to tell where we 

came from and how long we have been at St. Philips. My answer 

was probably briefer than it could have been. 

Of course all the "I could have saids” set in ... 

My husband Ken Potts is from Brocket, Alberta, where his people 

have been since the Buffalo roamed the prairies. He is the first of his 

very large family to move to the island. 

My family, on the other hand, are only second generation Canadians, 

but I am the third generation who has retired to Vancouver Island. My 

mother’s parents (British, of course) retired from the railroad in North Battleford, Sask 

and bought a small home in Sooke, in the 1950s!.My parents retired and moved to island 

in the late 60's, and now, here we are. Retired. And living on the island. 

Wendy Elliott and Ken Potts  

 

 

Advent Sunday Collections 
  

Sunday, December 4th:  Hamperville Sunday 

For the first Advent Sunday, we are asking you to consider bringing either a financial or 

food donation towards Hamperville.  This supports the Christmas hampers that are 

provided to families to help them celebrate the holiday season. Please remember that for 

every dollar that is donated, Loaves and Fishes is able to purchase $3 worth of food. 

Please mark any checks or envelopes with “Hamperville” for this collection. 

  

Sunday, December 11th: Toy Drive Sunday 

For the second Advent Sunday, we are asking you to consider bringing an unwrapped gift, 

book, game, puzzle or craft project for children aged newborn to teenager for the annual 

Toy Drive. Often gifts for the teenagers are the ones most needed. When in doubt, a gift 

certificate or financial donation is welcomed to allow the Toy Drive Elves in Santa’s 

Workshop to purchase items that are most needed closer to the distribution days. 

  

Sunday, December 18th: Skivvies, Socks and Blankets Sunday  

For the third Advent Sunday, we are asking you to consider purchasing new, still in their 

packages, men’s and/or women’s underwear and/or warm socks.  Alternatively, you could 

purchase a warm blanket.  These items will be provided to local shelters to be distributed 

to those in need at this time of year.  

  

Any questions? Please ask Tony Davis, Nicole McDaid or Maureen Lawrence 

 



 


