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This past week I sat down with my wife and daughter to watch Mary 
Poppins Returns; it’s an imaginative tale about an extraordinary 
nanny who comes alongside a family beset by tragedy. It’s a creative 
and delightful musical that is entertaining for children and adults 
alike.  

While there is much to like about this film, I was struck by a truth 
found in one of the songs. Mary Poppins, and her lamp-lighting-
friend Jack, sing the following lines: 

“A cover is not the book, so open it up and take a look 
Cause under the covers one discovers, that the King may be a Crook 
Chapter titles are like signs, and if you read between the lines 
You'll find your first impression was mistook 
For a cover is nice, but a cover is not the book”. 

We’ve all experienced this reality firsthand. Things are not always as 
they seem. We may see, but remain blind; we may hear, but remain 
deaf. Our unexamined assumptions about a person, or situation, may 
be dead wrong. Mary Poppins reminds us that we cannot judge a 
book by its cover. 

Last week Pastor Mardi preached from John 4, focusing on the 
interaction between Jesus and a Samaritan woman at a well. And at 
the heart of this interaction was a series of assumptions made by the 
woman about Jesus. Mardi pointed out that in general, Jews 
considered Samaritans to be ethnically impure, a mixed race; most 
Jews would rather die than drink from a Samaritan’s cup. She 
assumed that Jesus was no different, and was therefore shocked when 
He asked her for a drink. 

Jesus’ initial query led to a lengthy conversation about spiritual thirst, 
worship, and God’s true nature. Over the course of the conversation, 
Jesus engaged both her questions and her pain. 

Life hadn’t been easy for her; it certainly hadn’t gone the way she 
imagined. Married five times and separated five times—whether by 
death or divorce. The man she was living with at the time couldn’t, or 
wouldn’t, marry her; she was making the best of a painful situation.  

Mardi noted that Jesus didn’t belittle the woman, nor did He ask her 
to repent. He asked her for a drink and in return He offered to her 
what He called “living water;” it was an invitation to receive God’s 
gracious, loving, eternal, welcome. This woman was astute enough to 
grasp the enormity of what Jesus was offering, and when combined 
with the supernatural knowledge Jesus possessed about her personal 
life, she recognized that Jesus was sent by God. 

At one point she said, “when the Messiah comes, He’ll explain 
everything.” And that’s when Jesus let her in on His secret—I am the 
Messiah you’ve been waiting for. 

We all make assumptions, based on what see and experience; our 
assumptions are a necessary part of making our way through this 
world. When we see a large dog, barking, eyes locked on us, 
aggressively straining against its leash, we assume that the dog has ill 
intent towards us, and we steer clear. Now it’s possible that our 
assumption is wrong; maybe the dog barks when it is excited, maybe 
it’s straining at the leash because it’s desperate to play with us. 

The point I’m trying to make is that our assumptions are a part of us, 
they guide our decision-making, and they remain firmly in place until 
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we experience something—or someone—that shakes them. Jesus has 
a way of doing this—with Samaritan women, with Jewish disciples, 
and with us. 

This morning we’re going to take a second look at John 4, picking up 
where Mardi left off. If you have a Bible with you, you can turn with 
me to John 4, beginning in verse 27; if you are using the Blue Bible 
from the seat rack in front of you, you can find our text on page ____ 

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him 
talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or 
“Why are you talking with her?” 28 Then, leaving her water jar, the 
woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see 
a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the 
Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward 
him. 

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing 
about.” 33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone 
have brought him food?” 34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will 
of him who sent me and to finish his work.  

35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I 
tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for 
harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests 
a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad 
together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 
38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done 
the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of 
the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, 
and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more 
became believers. 42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe 
just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and 
we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.” 

1. Vs. 27-30: Discipleship doesn’t happen in an instant, it takes time; 
there are things for us to learn, and other things we must unlearn. In 
this sense, becoming a disciple of Jesus is no different than becoming 
an apprentice electrician. An electrician doesn’t know everything on 
the first day, but over a 4 year period, he or she spends hours on the 
job, and in the classroom, learning. 

Our text begins with a note of surprise. The disciples went to the 
Samaritan town to purchase food, when they returned they saw Jesus 
talking with a Samaritan woman. They were surprised but they 
exercised the restraint that comes from wisdom.  

They had seen enough of Jesus to know that He did things that others 
simply wouldn't do. And so, they didn't ask “Why are you talking to 
her?”, but they were certainly thinking it. 

History records that, by today's standards, the 1st century world was 
patriarchal and sexist. Women did not have the voice, the freedoms, 
or the opportunities that men did. It's very likely that the disciples’ 
surprise extended beyond the fact that Jesus was talking with a 
woman to include the fact that Jesus was engaging a woman 
theologically. The rabbis of Jesus’ day taught that theological 
education was for men alone. It's significant, then, to find Jesus 
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engaged in such a conversation. In John 3 we saw Jesus in 
theological conversation with Nicodemus, an esteemed religious 
ruler, and here we find Jesus in a similar conversation with an 
unnamed woman. Gender and status were not limiting factors in who 
Jesus talked with; whenever Jesus met a spiritual seeker, He engaged.  

Jesus was concerned about this woman’s heart, about her standing in 
the community, but He was also concerned about her mind. Jesus 
taught her, and in so doing she became a teacher to her wider 
community. As we shall soon discover, it is her witness that 
convinces the town to listen to Jesus.  

It's not particularly surprising to note that Jesus’ inner core of 
disciples, the 12, were all men; this is to be expected given the 
culture to which Jesus came. What is unexpected is that women were 
frequently a part of His discipleship circle—they sat with Jesus, ate 
with Jesus, and we're taught by Jesus.  

Consider the encounter between Mary, Martha, and their brother 
Lazarus. On one occasion, Jesus and the disciples came to their 
house for a meal. Martha complained to Jesus that Mary wasn't doing 
her part in the kitchen, but the complaint went deeper than that. 
Martha’s true concern was that Mary wasn't acting very “womanly”. 
Martha assumed, likely with the rest of the men in the house, that 
Mary should have been in the kitchen, working behind the scenes; 
instead, Mary had seated herself with the men so that she could be 
taught by Jesus.  

But Jesus refused to banish Mary to the kitchen, in fact, Jesus said, 
“Mary has chosen what is better”. She was exactly where she should 
have been, alongside the men, soaking up every word Jesus spoke. 

Jesus taught Mary so that she in turn could teach others. At every 
turn, Jesus bestowed on dignity and value on those who were 
assumed to be less. Now, back to the story. 

Soon after the disciples arrived, the Samaritan woman left the well, 
and her water jar, and hurried back to her town in order to invite 
everyone to come and meet Jesus. “Come, see a man who told me 
everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 

Our text begins with a conversation between Jesus and a Samaritan 
woman, it concludes with a conversation between Samaritan 
townspeople and Jesus, but in between Jesus offers a profound 
insight to His disciple. And this teaching, like the previous one, has 
everything to do with assumptions. 

2. Vs. 31-38: After the Samaritan woman left, the disciples urged to 
Jesus to eat something, but He used this opportunity to teach His 
disciples both about His priorities, and, about what truly satisfies. 

When the disciples broke out the food, Jesus responded saying,“I 
have food to eat that you know nothing about.” Jesus spoke of a 
spiritual reality, but the disciples misunderstood. They wondered if 
someone else had fed Jesus while they were in town food shopping. 
And so, in vs. 34, Jesus clarified what he meant: “My food is to do 
the will of Him who sent me and to finish his work.”  

If you know the Old Testament well, you might hear echoes from 
Moses’ words—to Israel—in Deuteronomy 8:2-3. “Remember how 
the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness…He 
humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with 
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manna…to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”  

We are material beings, and as such, we require food in order to live, 
but we are much more than physical matter—more than a random 
collection of atoms. We are both material and spiritual beings, and as 
such, we require spiritual food. “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the 
will of Him who sent me and to finish His work.”  

Every culture is built on assumptions; here’s a few of the current 
assumptions that are imbedded in Western culture: 

• The problems that exist in society are rooted in ignorance; people 
behave badly because they don’t know any better. If we can 
provide more education, people will change, things will get better. 
I’m not anti-education, far from it, but Western culture is among 
the most educated in the history of the world and people remain 
greedy, hateful, violent, and opportunistic. Our problem is not 
primarily a lack of information, the problem lies with our hearts—
we desire the wrong things. 

• Here’s another assumption: real love requires that you affirm and 
celebrate all of my decisions.This assumption is a grave concern to 
me; redefining love in this way will have dire, lasting, 
consequences on our society. 

• And here’s the assumption that stands in opposition to Jesus’ 
statement in vs. 34: contentment can only be found in pursuing 
your own path. 

A few weeks ago I said that we live in a culture of excess; we are  
being told, everyday, that we need more in order to be happy. More is 
good. More is better.  

If I just had more freedom to be myself—without the constraint of 
expectations or responsibilities, if I just had more freedom to follow 
my own path, seek my own interests and pleasure, then I’d be happy.  

We assume—rather blindly I must say—that unlimited freedom to do 
what we want, to pursue our own path, will lead to living our “best 
life,” to true happiness and contentment. Jesus directly challenges 
this assumption. What fuels me, satisfies me, nourishes me, is 
aligning my life with my Father in heaven and finishing His work. 

The climax of God's work took place through Christ on the cross; it 
was there that Jesus cried out "It is finished!” But at every stage of 
His life, Jesus was directed by the Father, through the Holy Spirit, to 
accomplish God’s purposes. 

For Jesus, obedience both sustained and satisfied His life. In 
following the Father, in doing what He was meant to do, He 
experienced freedom, joy, and peace. I'm convinced that the most 
miserable way to live is in trying to divide time between living for 
God and living for oneself; a person divided in this way cannot 
flourish. The degree to which we align ourselves with the Father’s 
will—and work—will profoundly affect our experience of 
contentment.  

Here’s the question, what would it look like for you to align your life 
with the Father’s will and work? Consider the various relationships 
and roles make up our lives. Do we have parents, siblings, 
neighbours, classmates, or friends? Are we married or single? Do we 
have children, or employees? It's within all these relationships that 
we are called to align with the Father’s will and work. And what is 
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the Father's work? To love, to bless, to serve, to point the way to 
Jesus.  

And we are not alone in this task, we look to the Scriptures and listen 
for the voice of the Holy Spirit, trusting Him to lead us. Both Word 
and Spirit have much to say about what it means to be about our 
Father’s business. 

In vs. 35 Jesus spoke a proverb that had to do with waiting—growth 
takes time and cannot be hurried. And yet, while a farmer must wait 
months between planting and the harvest, Jesus articulated a growing 
urgency in His ministry. Jesus saw a ripe harvest, growing up all 
around Him, but His disciples couldn’t get past their assumptions and 
prejudice to see that the Samaritan woman and her town were prime 
candidates for God's salvation. 

As we consider Jesus’ words, there’s an application to be made when 
it comes to sharing our faith with others. The work of evangelism is 
not ours alone. God precedes us in every conversation because He is 
always at work, drawing people to Jesus. The truth is, in many cases, 
we are not the only Christian who is representing Christ to another; 
our work is but one step in people’s spiritual journey.  

At times we simply plant a seed (by our words or actions); at times 
we water a seed already planted (the life we live or the words we 
share, encourages people to take another step closer to Jesus); at 
times we are involved in the harvest (praying with a person to turn to 
Jesus, to embrace His love, to receive His forgiveness). 

Many Christians are nervous about sharing their faith because they 
feel unqualified, and yet, God has uniquely situated you in a family, 

in a friendship group, in a neighbourhood, a school, or job. We would 
do well to remember that God is the great evangelist! It’s His 
responsibility to draw people to Jesus; our part is simply to do our 
part. 

3. Our text concludes in vs. 39-42; what began as a lunch time 
conversation between a Jewish man and Samaritan woman, grew into 
a conversation between Jesus and the entire town. 

Assumptions have a way of blinding us to what’s right in front of us. 
We see what we want to see; we think know the answer before we 
even ask the question.  

illus: A number of years ago, Pepsi shot a series of commercials in 
order to promote their new product—Pepsi Max. In promoting a zero 
calorie cola, Pepsi’s marketing department realized that they needed 
to address consumer assumptions: people would assume that a zero 
calorie cola would = zero taste. And so the tag line for Pepsi Max 
was “a zero calorie cola in disguise.” 

In order to make their point, they hired Kyrie Irving, a dynamic NBA 
point guard, to dress up in disguise as an old man. Kyrie then 
preceded to drop by an outdoor basketball court where a pickup 
game was being played. In many respects, Pepsi’s video was a social 
experiment about the assumptions we make. As we watch this video, 
pay attention to the faces of the people in the crowd. 

• Play Video (Uncle Drew) 

Our assumptions are a part of us, they guide our decision-making,  
and they remain firmly in place until something or someone forces us 
to re-examine what we think we know. Our text this morning doesn’t 
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speak generally about assumptions, it’s very specific, challenging our 
assumptions about who God loves.  

It seems clear to me that John is drawing our attention to who is “in” 
and who is “out” when it comes to God. It's alarmingly easy for us to 
predetermine who God is interested in, or who is spiritually hungry, 
and discard those who don’t meet our criteria.  

These Samaritan townspeople are at the front end of a very long list 
of unlikely people that Jesus pursued:  
• unwashed shepherds 
• thieving tax collectors 
• murderous freedom fighters 
• the terminally ill 
• bullies 
• drunkards 
• the poor 
• the marginalized 
• and those who abused power 

Everyone is invited. All are welcome, to come as they are, in order to 
experience transformation.  

Jesus saw what the disciples couldn’t, these townspeople were prime 
candidates for God's salvation. Upon meeting Jesus, and hearing His 
words, they urged Him to stay and were told that He and the disciples 
stayed with them two days. He responded to their spiritual hunger; 
they had time for Him, and so He had time for them. 

Vs. 41, “because of his words many more became believers. They 
said to the woman, 'We no longer believe just because of what you 

said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man 
really is the Saviour of the world.’” 

It's worth asking the question, what happened in those two days to 
convince the town that Jesus was the Saviour of the world? The 
word, “saviour,” expresses the idea of deliverance from serious 
disaster, and of a people in desperate need of rescue. What did Jesus 
say and do in those two days? 

We’re not told, but we can imagine. It had already begun with the 
Samaritan woman. Everyone knew her hard-luck-story; it was a 
small town after all. Married five times and separated five times—
whether by death or divorce. You know how it goes, life had been the 
kind of hard for her that people kept their distance, just in case her 
difficulty was contagious. One foot in front of the other, she just kept 
going, making the best of a painful situation.  

But something had changed in her countenance. She came back from 
her conversation with Jesus and she was animated, excited, and yet 
somehow at peace in a way they had never seen before. They knew 
what she had been like and what they now saw was nothing short of a 
miracle. They wanted to see the miracle worker for themselves. Jesus 
reached out to a woman in need, a women on the margins; He offered 
her living water—the mercy and grace of God.  

This is what salvation looks like. Those on the outside being invited 
in. Those in pain experiencing healing; broken people finding 
wholeness; despairing people experiencing hope. This is what Jesus 
came to do. This is what He offered the townspeople and they put 
their trust in Him; will we? 
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David Benner writes, “The God Christians worship loves sinners, 
redeems failures, delights in second chances and fresh starts, and 
never tires of pursuing lost sheep, waiting for prodigal children, or 
rescuing those damaged by life and left on the sides of its paths.”  1

Those who assume that they must clean themselves up before God 
will accept them, need to re-examine their assumptions.  

A well-known Christian hymn states, ‘nothing in my hands I bring, 
simply to thy cross I cling.”  God’s perfect love meets us where we 2

are and asks only that we open our hearts, confess our need, and 
receive the love for which we long.  3

This morning I urge you to lift up your heart to the Lord. Everyone 
has been invited, all are welcome; bring whatever you have and lay it 
at His feet. Open your eyes to see Him, your ears to hear Him, and 
your heart to receive Him.  

Worship 

Invitation to Prayer Ministry 

Benediction 
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