
Holy Week Readings 

Thursday  

Below you will find the readings for Thursday, April 9, which are part of the 

holy week readings. Today is Maundy Thursday, which is the day we 

remember Jesus gathering with his disciples in the upper room. All the 

passages deal with the Passover and the institution of the Lord’s Supper – 

and how Jesus taught his disciples to be servants.   If for whatever reason 

you did not have an opportunity to do the readings yesterday – not to worry. 

Just start today and move forward from there. All of the readings are 

independent and so just enjoy the stories for today and see if you can 

determine what God is communicating to you through the Scriptures. Enjoy! 

First Reading:   Exodus 12: 1-14 

This passage describes the first Passover. It was the final act that broke the 

back of Pharaoh who then gave permission for the people of Israel to leave. 

This event was so significant it determined the first month of the year in the 

Hebrew calendar. It also became the most significant feast of the Jewish 

people, which they continue to celebrate today. 

Second Reading:  Psalm 116: 1-19 

The psalmist in this passage reminds us that God hears our voice. It reminds 

us that when we bow our heads to pray the words are not going to empty 

space but into the very awareness of our eternal God. We also reminded that 

God is gracious and merciful. In the final verses, the psalmist reminds us 

that God is close to us even in death and that believers are precious to God. 

Third Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Paul in this passage from Corinthians shares what Jesus has given to us, the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Every time we share in communion, we are 

reminded of the new covenant that we have with God through the life, death 

and resurrection of Christ. 

Fourth Reading: John 13:1-17, 31-35 

This is one of my favourite passages from the Gospel of John where Jesus in 

a very practical way makes an important point – that we are called to be 

servants. Jesus with the basin and towel humbles himself and the attitude of 

the disciples by simply washing their feet. What a great image to remind us 

that we are to be servants in our community as well. 

 


