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INVOCATION 
The Sacred Three  
to save 
to shield 
to surround 
this hearth 
this home 
this night  
every night. 
 
O God of life, this night, 
close not Thy gladness to my sight. 
 
Keep me and all who are dear to me 
In the arms of Your embrace. 
Shelter us under Your wings. 
 
Be our hope in distress. 
Be our calm in anxiety. 
Be our strength in weakness. 
Be our comfort in pain. 
Be our song in the night. 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE     HEBREWS 1:-3A 
Long ago in many ways and at many times God’s prophets spoke his message to our 
ancestors. But now at last, God sent his Son to bring his message to us. God created the 
universe by his Son, and everything will someday belong to the Son. God’s Son has all the 
brightness of God’s own glory and is like him in every way. By his own mighty word, he holds 
the universe together. 
 
 
POEM – “WILD GARLIC” BY Seán Hewitt 
 Out in the copse after rain 
(too late after dark to be here). 
Warm soil, woodlice dripping 
from the underside of leaves – 



 
  

 
I root down to the tender stalks 
and twist them free – soaked petals 
dip and touch my arm, kernels  
of bud, itch of foliage, of wildness 
 
on my skin. The wood is carrying 
the smell, earth-rich, too heavy  
to lift above head-height, and my boots  
and jeans are bleached with it.  
 
I turn home, and all across the floor 
the spiked white flowers  
light the way. The world is dark  
but the wood is full of stars. 
      
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.    Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING 
O God, at this time, we lift up to you our concerns, hopes and thanksgivings for ourselves and 
others, naming them out loud or holding them in our hearts…. 
 
CLOSING PRAYERS 
God, your unfailing love sustains the life of the world: watch over those who work and those 
who rest, those who sorrow and those who rejoice, those who long for your peace and those 
who long to be enlivened by your Spirit.  Bless us this night and enfold us in your mystery that 
we might deepen our trust in your grace and peace.  Amen. 
 
 
Calm me, O Christ, as You stilled the storm. 
Still me O Christ, keep me from harm. 
Let all the tumult within me cease. 



 
  

Enfold me, Lord, in Your peace.   
O God, bless the work that is done, 
and the work that is to be. 
 
O God, bless the servant that I am, 
and the servant that I will be. 
 
Sleep, O sleep in the calm of all calm. 
Sleep, O sleep in the guidance of all guidance. 
Sleep O sleep in the love of all loves. 
Sleep, O beloved, in the God of life. Amen. 
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