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This church confesses the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments as the inspired Word of God, 
through which God still speaks, and as the only source 
of the church’s doctrine and the authoritative stand-
ard for the faith and life of the church.                                                                                                                 
ELCIC Constitution, Article 2 Section 3 

God still speaks an inspired Word through the Bible 
made real in our hearing. We do well to acknowledge 
that the scriptures are ancient documents and that 
modern ears are capable of hearing things in the 
scripture that are shaped by our context and influ-
enced by our language. Our inclusive understanding 
of all human beings created and beloved by God 
often challenges our hearing and understanding of 
these ancient words. This continuing column address-
es new hearings of familiar pas-
sages in scripture for today’s 
hearers. 

In the beginning, when God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth… 

…God said, “Let us make human-
kind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 
the earth.” 

So God created humankind in God’s image; in the im-
age of God they were created; every gender God cre-
ated them. God blessed them, and God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth…” 

   Genesis 1:1, 1:26-28a NRSV, made inclusive 

A new world and a new possibility for understanding 
both God and humanity open up for us when we re-
place gender-specific language with inclusive lan-
guage in the creation story. 

 

First, we see that God is not patriarchal. God accord-

ing to the scripture exists in relationship with God-
self, gender unspecified. We hear God talking 
amongst Godself, as if we ourselves are present in 
the mind and internal conversation as God consults 
God’s own selves about how, what, and who is to be 
created next. Traditionally, we are taught to think of 
this moment as the creative dance of the Trinity, 
where God, Jesus and Holy Spirit converse amongst 
themselves as they speak the universe into being. 
Historically, we know Jesus to be male, but God and 
the Holy Spirit here have unspecified gender and God 
exists as the creative force behind all that is…with 
human beings created in God’s unspecified gender 
image. 

Second, we see that all human 

beings are created in the image 
of God. Today more than at any 
other time in human history, we 
recognize the human creation to 
be across an infinitely broad 
spectrum, spanning its arms to 
include every single human be-
ing, each with a unique God-
given identity. More and more 
we are compelled to see and to 
say that it is sinful to create cate-

gories for human beings, even gender categories, for 
each human being is a unique expression of the infi-
nite character, goodness, and identity of God. No two 
are alike. Everyone’s self-expression, including their 
gender expression is unique. “Being fruitful and mul-
tiplying” also becomes broader. No longer simply 
about procreation, being fruitful and multiplying is 
now the act of participating in the work God has just 
finished. We too create and speak worlds into being. 
What we say and what we do takes on powerful, cre-
ative, world-building significance. And we are blessed 
by God to do it. 

Pastor Laura 

Creation: An Inclusive Understanding 
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We are forming small groups for online 

study and fellowship. 

If you are interested in spend-

ing 90 minutes with friends 

from church both old & new, 

give the church office a call, or 

send an email to let us know 

you are interested.  

We will be scheduling groups to 

meet during the morning, day, 

or evening as people prefer and 

we are planning on having the 

groups meet once or twice a month.  

Our first study will be “God is closer than you think” by 

John Ortberg. 

If you would like to be part of this study, please email 

the office.  Thank you to all that have signed up - we will 

let you know ASAP when it will start. 

Fall devotion books are  available at the church  

at the east entrance. 

Church office hours are back to regular hours -  

Monday to Thursday 

9 am - 4 pm 

Drop by, but masks are required in the church! 

 

 

The ordination service for senior seminarian Kate Zaiser 

with Bishop Larry Kochendorfer presiding at All Saints 

Lutheran Church Calgary a member of the ELCIC. Offer-

ings of thanksgiving to the Alberta and Northwest Terri-

tories Synod "SOS" (Support Our Students) fund may be 

made to the SOS Fund through the Canada Helps link 

on the Synod website or may be forwarded to the Synod 

office 

Ordination of Senior 
Seminarian Kate 

Zaiser 

Sat Sept. 26th 11:00am - 12:00pm 
Link: https://youtu.be/OP7y9sgVunk 
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… love God with all your heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly offerings may be mailed into the church, or go on our 

website www.churchofthecross.ca 

and click the DONATE button,  OR 

e-transfer to churchofthecross@shaw.ca 

OR mail to: 10620 Elbow Dr. SW 

Many thanks to those of you who have continued your weekly 

offerings. 

Let’s Zoom! 

Get in touch with the people in your small group! 

We encourage your small group to meet online. 

The Church has a Zoom meeting room available for your use.  

Contact Sasha Craven to schedule a meeting time. Her number 

is available in the member directory, or by phoning the church 

office. 

Don’t know how to use Zoom? No problem! Let Sasha know and we’ll arrange to 

show you the ropes. 

Would you like to read lessons for our Sunday morning on-line 

worship services?  Go on our website - find ’online opportuni-

ties’ and click the link.  Sign up where you’d like to read - It’s 

easy!  A video recording is best, but an audio recording app is 

offered there too.  Record your  

reading and email to Pastor Laura. 
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… love God with all your mind 

From the Church of the Cross Library 

Learning to learn: What should I read? 

To develop your own critical thinking skills, try to learn 
about events apart from a third party’s influence. Stick as 
close as you can to the original source. 

Primary sources 

When people tell their own stories, we are as 
close as we can get to the events themselves. 
Of course every event has more than one sto-
ry; to approach understanding an event in its 
fullness, one must hear many stories from 
many different people.  

What are primary sources? Autobiographies, 
original documents, interviews, and in-person 
first-hand encounters. (These might also in-
clude documentary films, but documentary 
films are subject to the influence of the 
filmmakers and film sponsors, so they more 
commonly fall into the category of secondary 
sources.) 

Secondary sources 

First-hand accounts are not always available 
to us. Sometimes all we have are stories 
about other people’s stories. At best these are 
close and true interpretations of someone 
else’s experience, but they are subject to the 
intentions, opinions, and ideologies of the 
author and the author’s sponsors. In other 
words, what the author thinks influences the 
way the story is told. 

What are secondary sources? Biographies, 
news & opinion articles, non-fiction writing, 
and documentary movies. 

Tertiary sources 

Other sources exist for our learning about 
events. Usually, these are pieced together 
from original documents and stories and in-
terpretations of those documents and stories, 

in other words from primary and secondary 
sources. Tertiary sources often support a spe-
cific viewpoint or ideology, or simply list facts. 
For example, school textbooks teach history, 
but inclusion and exclusion from these 
sources are determined by school boards or 
other entities who determine the content for 
reasons determined by the government or 
community. 

What are tertiary sources? Films, history 
books, textbooks, historical novels, encyclope-
dias, Wikipedia. 

 Some sources, like websites, blogs, social media and 
non-fiction, fall into more than one category. How 
can I easily distinguish primary, secondary, and ter-
tiary sources from one another?  

Ask yourself, “Is the author telling their own 
story?” If so, it’s a primary source. 

If not, ask yourself, “Did the author get this 
information directly from the person whose 
story it is? If so, it’s a secondary source. 

If not, it’s a tertiary (third-hand) source. 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your mind 
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… love God with all your soul 

City-wide Pride Worship September 6 
On September 6, we worship with affirming Christians and churches across Calgary in livestreamed worship, 
hosted by Affirming Connections. 

This is a big change for us, as worship will be live video at 10 am, Sunday September 6. Find the link to wor-
ship in the usual place, on our website at www.churchofthecross.ca 

Don’t miss worship! And remember, it’s live at 10 am! 

We will have interfaith reflections from some of our Affirming faith communities, music, candle lighting, special 
guests, and more! And our fantastic guest speaker is The Rev. Dr.  Megan Rohrer. 
 
Rev. Rohrer is the first openly transgender pastor ordained in the Lutheran church and is the pastor of Grace 
Lutheran in San Francisco, CA.  Pastor Megan received a Doctorate in Ministry from the Pacific School of Reli-
gion in Berkeley, researching LGBTQ issues, homeless youth and pastoral organizing in San Francisco during the 
60's and 70's.   

An award winning filmmaker, musician and his-
torian, Megan was a finalist for the Lambda Lit-
erary award, received an honourable mention 
as an Unsung Hero of Compassion by Wisdom in 
Action, with His Holiness the Dali Lama and has 
been featured on Queer Eye, Cosmo and 
in Wittenberg, Germany for the 500th Anniver-
sary of the Reformation. 

 

 

 

Check out www.Calgarypride.ca for the online Pride  

celebration ending Sunday September 6!  

Speakers, panels, facilitated conversations, musicians, 

dance parties, drag shows….there’s lots to see and do! 

Celebrate Pride!  

http://www.churchofthecross.ca
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… love God with all your strength 

 

BB4CK has been feeding kids for over 30 
years and as of March 2020, has fed 5000 
kids per day in over 230 schools in Calga-
ry! Their mission is to connect and inspire 
people to take meaningful action to feed 
and care for kids and their vision is a fu-

ture where communities ensure no kids go hungry.  

Exciting news starting September 8th, 2020, LCOC is partnering with Brown Bagging For Cal-
gary’s Kids (BB4CK) to help provide lunches for hungry kids in our area! BB4CK provides fi-
nancial support to purchase food like bread/buns, sandwich meat, fruit, vegetables and 
snacks and we provide the kitchen space and VOLUNTEERS. Volunteers shop for groceries, 
assemble the lunches and deliver (contact free) the lunches to local schools.  A typical week 
for volunteers (3-4 people) is to meet twice, Monday and Wednesday and make 2 days 
worth of lunches. Lunches are then delivered to the respective school before 11 am.  

If you are interested in volunteering to make &/or deliver the lunches, please let Sasha Cra-
ven know!  Her contact information is 403-203-1473 or email: ms4craven@shaw.ca 

Please know COVID precautions are enabled while in the kitchen. 

One other way of helping with this endeavor is to help purchase packaged snacks while 
you’re grocery shopping. Please look at the detailed wish list to see which snacks are safe 
and healthy. There will be a box outside the church office for drop off labeled BB4CK snacks. 
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… love God with all your strength 
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… love God with all your strength 

Dianne Fortier Retiring  

It might be said that the Office Administrator is the one who really runs the Church. He or she answers the phone, runs 

the computers, keeps the files, hires the tradespeople, schedules the various meetings, collects rents, and pays the 

bills. Want to get into the church after hours? Call the Administrator. Want to find out who’s on Council? Call the Ad-

ministrator. Need to know what the budget is for the Youth Ministry? The Church Administrator knows without even 

looking it up. And Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Cross has one of the very best.  

So it’s with considerable regret that I announce that Dianne Fortier, the Office Administrator for ELCOC, will be retiring 

at the end of this year. I’ve only been a member of this church for a few years, but during all that time Dianne has 

been the one I go to when I need to know how things work. When there’s a leak in the roof, she knows who to call. If 

we need a change to the Web Site, she can make it happen. If we need blueprints, or phone numbers or people’s 

names, Dianne has it all at her fingertips. She answers questions, runs Power Church, handles all correspondence, 

attends staff meetings, and somehow seems to have everything we need to know to know at the tips of her fingers. 

When strangers come to call, she greets them and puts them in touch with the Pastors or the necessary committees. 

And she does all this with a smile and a warm human touch that makes everyone feel comfortable and at home.  

But like all of us, she deserves a chance to relax and enjoy life. And so, while it’s a blow to lose such a capable and 

friendly Administrator, we rejoice with her that she now has time to spend with Gates and her family, and to enjoy 

some time to herself.  

Thank you Dianne, for all your years of dedicated service to Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Cross. Here’s hoping 

you find retirement richly rewarding: a time to do the things you’ve always wanted to do, to travel, spend time at the 

cottage, or just take a breather and let the world go by.  

We owe you a debt we can never repay.  

Bill Ogilvie 

Council Chair 
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… love God with all your strength 
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A Letter from Our Bishop 

Dear Beloved of God  

There are written prayers which speak to me profoundly, and which I return to again and again. They have become part of me. My 
breath. My DNA.  

“Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest”, The Lord’s Prayer, “Now I lay me down to sleep”, the familiar prayer from the Morning and Evening 
Prayer services , “O God, you have called your servants…”, just to name a few.  

I recall hearing this latter prayer years ago now, in the mid-80’s as a college student, in the form of a choral anthem. The text, the 
prayer, had been set for four-part harmony. A beautiful melody. Each vocal part wondrously written. I still sing the bass line and the 
melody.  

Over the years I have sung this hymn, prayed this text, over and over again. As a new parent. When I began my First Call at Bethany 
Lutheran, Dickson, Alberta, and beginning each subsequent call. At the death of my youngest sister. At times when I have wondered 
and questioned. And, at times when I have moved to thanksgiving and praise.  

One of the reasons that I love this prayer is because it is realistic and yet encouraging, honest yet hopeful. It doesn’t deny difficult 
truths, but neither does it succumb to sterile pessimism. It was written in the first part of the twentieth century by a Church of Eng-
land priest, Eric Milner-White, and like many good prayers from another time and place, it sounds like it was tailor made for us here 
and now.  

Here and now, as the Spirit of God continues to lead us into a future that is unfamiliar, with the assurance that God is present, God’s 
hand leading, cradled in love.  

I have sung this prayer and prayed this text many times over these past COVID-19 months. I am sure that I will sing and pray them 
over and over again in the months to come.  

As I have sung and prayed in these days of unseen endings, of paths yet untrodden, through perils unknown, I have experienced with 
you and through you so many signs of hope, of faithfulness, trust, courage, and encouragement.  

Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who: under extraordinary stress, pressure and restraints have poured themselves into the 
work of leadership; and though tired and weary and wondering, have reached out to one another, and to those in their midst, provid-
ing pastoral care, connection, compassion and care.  

Creativity, ingenuity, openness, support, encouragement, trust, community.  

And our church, working together in ways that witness to the Spirit of God among us. Joint correspondence from national and synod 
treasurers, and from national and synod bishops. Sharing of resources and experience. A Pentecost celebration with our Full Commun-
ion partners.  

As we journey together join me in singing the hymn. Join me in prayer.  

And as we journey, continue to be humble and gentle with one another. Honor each other. Make space for lament. Welcome mo-
ments of joy. Help each other live into hope. Learn from this journey in the coronavirus wilderness and let the learning lead us for-
ward. Trust that God is at work in this time and look for the new things God is doing even now.  

Thank you for your witness to patient trust in God and to sacrificial, cruciform love for your neighbors.  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 
15:13  
 
In Christ Jesus – Shalom, 
+Larry  


