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Prelude  

Welcome 

 

*Hymn:  “God Loved the World”  Red Book # 323 

 
 Public Domain 
 

 

 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 

 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

You may dip your finger in water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead 

as a reminder of your baptism. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Please keep silence for reflection 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,  

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 

 

Peace:   

P  As forgiven people, we have peace with God, and peace with one another. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  And also with you.   

P  Let us share that peace with one another. Please take a moment to share God’s 

peace with those near to you, and say a prayer of peace for those at a distance. 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of Praise: “Praise and Thanksgiving ”       Red Book #689 

 
  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 



P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 

train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 10:12-22 

12So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you? Only to fear the 

LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13and to keep the commandments of 

the LORD your God and his decrees that I am commanding you today, for your 

own well-being. 14Although heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to the 

LORD your God, the earth with all that is in it, 15yet the LORD set his heart in love 

on your ancestors alone and chose you, their descendants after them, out of all the 

peoples, as it is today. 16Circumcise, then, the foreskin of your heart, and do not be 

stubborn any longer. 17For the LORD your God is God of gods and LORD of lords, 

the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, 18who 

executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, 

providing them food and clothing. 19You shall also love the stranger, for you were 

strangers in the land of Egypt. 20You shall fear the LORD your God; him alone you 

shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall swear. 21He is 

your praise; he is your God, who has done for you these great and awesome things 

that your own eyes have seen. 22Your ancestors went down to Egypt seventy 

persons; and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in 

heaven. 

R The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 8: Sing together 
1O | LORD our Lord, 

how exalted is your name in | all the world! 
2Out of the mouths of in- | fants and children 

your majesty is praised a- | bove the heavens. 
3You have set up a stronghold against your | adversaries, 

to quell the enemy and | the avenger. 
4When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 



5what is man that you should be mind- | ful of him, 

the son of man that you should | seek him out? 
6You have made him but little lower | than the angels; 

you adorn him with glo- | ry and honor; 
7you give him mastery over the works | of your hands; 

you put all things un- | der his feet: 
8all | sheep and oxen, 

even the wild beasts | of the field, 
9the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

and whatsoever walks in the paths | of the sea. 
10O | LORD our Lord, 

how exalted is your name in | all the world! 

 

Second Reading: Acts 17:24-28  

24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 

earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 

breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for 

him and find him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For 'In him 

we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 

 'For we too are his offspring.' 

R The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel: John 3:16-17 

C  Glory to you, O Lord 

16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz 

 

  God Comes Down 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn: “He Came Down”      Red Book # 253 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Offering:   God comes down in Jesus to give life and salvation to all who will 

believe in him. As people made new by his grace, we show our thanks and praise 

as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment now to 

make an electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly app or 

write a check and send it in.  
 

 

Offering Hymn: Beautiful Savior      Red Book # 838 

 

 
 Public Domain 

 

 

 



 

Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  



 

Hymn: “For the Fruit of All Creation”        Red Book # 679 
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*Dismissal 

P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  

Postlude  


