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Prelude  

Welcome 

 

*Hymn:  “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death”  Red Book # 452 
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Baptism of Carson John Anderson 

P  In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining 

us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a 

fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and 

made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the 

communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

Parents and Sponsors:  We present Carson John Anderson for baptism. 

P   Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire 

to have your child baptized into Christ? 

R I do. 



P   As you bring Carson to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

   to live with him among God's faithful people, 

   bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

   teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

   place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

   and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

   so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care 

for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.  

Do you promise to help Carson grow in the Christian faith and life? 

R I do. 

P   Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Carson in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

R I do. 

P People of God, do you promise to support Carson and pray for him in his new 

life in Christ? 

C We do. 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

R I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

R I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

R I renounce them. 

P The congregation may join us in our confession of faith.  

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

Thanksgiving at the Font 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered 

over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the 

valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to 

safety. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery 

to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water 

from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to 

the promised land. 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has 

carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep 

shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He 

sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe all who 

are baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and 

free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



Baptism of Carson John Anderson 

Carson, I baptize you in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them 

to eternal life. 

Sustain Carson with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Marking the sign of the cross on the forehead and anointing with oil. 

P Carson, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the cross of Christ forever. 

C Amen. 

Presenting a lighted baptismal candle to the baptized. 

 “Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

Presenting a Faith Chest to the baptized. 

P Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 

P     I would like to present to you the newest member of our Faith family, Carson 

John Anderson. Please repeat after me, “Carson, Jesus loves you, and so do we.” 

C     Carson, Jesus loves you, and so do we 

Remembering our Baptism 

As we rejoice with Carson, we remember and celebrate our own Baptismal 

anniversaries. Our baptism called us into faith and shapes our whole lives, as God 

calls us each by name and claims us as his own forever. The Lord adopts us into 

his family, and makes us a part of the Body of Christ in the church. 



Today is the day when we recognize baptismal anniversaries for the last 4 months. 

I will mention that this is actually my baptismal birthday, when I was baptized 50 

years ago today by my father at Bethany Lutheran in Elkader Iowa.  

I will read the names of those who are listed with an anniversary from May 

through August, to be recognized today. 

As you gather at home, you can pour some water a bowl and dip your finger in the 

water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead as a remembrance of your 

baptism.  

You can also light a candle to celebrate the light of faith. We give a lighted candle 

to each person as they are baptized, saying, “Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  

When you were baptized you were claimed by God, and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever. You can remember your baptism with thanksgiving and joy. 

Today we affirm that baptism and its ongoing power in our lives. Baptism makes 

us children of God and followers of Jesus as long as we live and in heaven forever. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church.  

We joined with the Andersons in confessing our faith in the words of the Apostles 

Creed. So I ask you: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 

to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these baptized and for one 

another in your life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. Gracious God we thank you for the new life you give us through Holy 

Baptism. Bless each person here as they mark the anniversary of their baptism. 

We give you thanks, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in all your people the gift of 

your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence both now and forever. Make us faithful as we follow you as long as we 

live. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



May you live God’s peace and follow Jesus as you live out your baptism.  

Hymn of Praise: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”   Red Book # 451 
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P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you 

 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may 

delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 



Children’s Message 

Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 

before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 

the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 

servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then 

his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 

slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 

preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will 

provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking 

kindly to them. 

 

R The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

C  Glory to you, O Lord 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 

him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who 

owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his 

lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made.  



26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released 

him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 

one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 

throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 

with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he 

went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow 

slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and 

said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 

with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz 

 

 
 



Hymn: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”   Red Book # 608 

 
   Public Domain 

 

 

 

Offering:   Jesus forgives us freely, and calls us to forgive just as freely. We show 

our thanks as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment 

now to make an electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly 

app or write a check and send it in.  

 

 



Offering Music: “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”   Red Book # 732 
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Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

Announcements 

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Hymn: “O Christ, Our Hope”       Red Book # 604 

 
  Public Domain 

 

*Dismissal 

P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  

Postlude  


