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INVOCATION 
The Sacred Three  
to save 
to shield 
to surround 
this hearth 
this home 
this night  
every night. 
 
O God of life, this night, 
close not Thy gladness to my sight. 
 
Keep me and all who are dear to me 
In the arms of Your embrace. 
Shelter us under Your wings. 
 
Be our hope in distress. 
Be our calm in anxiety. 
Be our strength in weakness. 
Be our comfort in pain. 
Be our song in the night. 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE     ROMANS 12:3-5 
I realize how kind God has been to me, and so I tell each of you not to think you are better than 
you really are. Use good sense and measure yourself by the amount of faith that God has given 
you. A body is made up of many parts, and each of them has its own use. That’s how it is with 
us. There are many of us, but we each are part of the body of Christ, as well as part of one 
another. 
 
 
POEM – “TWICE BLESSED” DAVID WHYTE 
 
So that I stopped 
there 
and looked 
into the waters 



 
  

seeing not only 
my reflected face 
but the great sky 
that framed 
my lonely figure 
and after a moment 
I lifted my hands 
and then my eyes 
and I allowed myself 
to be astonished 
by the great 
everywhere 
calling to me 
like an old 
and unspoken 
invitation, 
made new 
by the sun 
and the spring, 
and the cloud 
and the light, 
like something 
both 
calling to me 
and radiating 
from where I stood, 
as if I could 
understand 
everything 
I had been given 
and everything ever 
taken from me, 
as if I could be 
everything I have ever 
learned 
and everything 
I could ever know, 
as if I knew 
both the way I had come 
and, secretly, 
the way 
underneath 
I was still 
promised to go, 



 
  

brought together, 
like this, with the 
unyielding ground 
and the symmetry 
of the moving sky, 
caught in still waters. 

Someone I have been, 
and someone 
I am just, 
about to become, 
something I am 
and will be forever, 
the sheer generosity 
of being loved 
through loving: 
the miracle reflection 
of a twice blessed life. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.    Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING 
O God, at this time, we lift up to you our concerns, hopes and thanksgivings for ourselves and 
others, naming them out loud or holding them in our hearts…. 
 
CLOSING PRAYERS 
God, your unfailing love sustains the life of the world: watch over those who work and those 
who rest, those who sorrow and those who rejoice, those who long for your peace and those 
who long to be enlivened by your Spirit.  Bless us this night and enfold us in your mystery that 
we might deepen our trust in your grace and peace.  Amen. 
 



 
  

 
Calm me, O Christ, as You stilled the storm. 
Still me O Christ, keep me from harm. 
Let all the tumult within me cease. 
Enfold me, Lord, in Your peace.   
O God, bless the work that is done, 
and the work that is to be. 
 
O God, bless the servant that I am, 
and the servant that I will be. 
 
Sleep, O sleep in the calm of all calm. 
Sleep, O sleep in the guidance of all guidance. 
Sleep O sleep in the love of all loves. 
Sleep, O beloved, in the God of life. Amen. 
 

Sources: 

Prayers are from: Celtic Daily Prayer:  Book Two, Farther Up and Farther In Northumbria 
Community, London: William Collins Books, 2015. 

Poem: from The Bell and the Blackbird by David Whyte. 
 


